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Now, tmd/or the last Two Years, imprieoned wU:h4nUfair Examhuttum or 3VmI« 



^* Long years ! — It tries the thrilliBg frame to bear 
** Long years of outrage, calumny, and wrong, 

*M Imputed madness— prisoned solitude." 
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DEDICATION. 



My dear Children! 

To \;^hoin caa I so properly dedicate these sheets, and de^ 
clare my principles, as to you : — you, from whom I have been 
crueHy separated for nine years; — you, for whom, chiefly> I 
remain in durance; — you, for whom I shall perish, rather thau^ 
give ins — ^you, who' are identified with myself in all that i». 
bonpurable and true. 

4 r 

Up to this hour, I know of no coirrse, which I could have 
taken, exposed as a madman, without trial, first in the prison- 
room of the House of Commons, and then here, better than 
what I have pursued — contradicting doctors* opinions and 
newspaper misrepresentations, by publishing, from time to 
time, letters on various subjects, lightly written, or, when ar- 
gumentative, incontrovertible* My letters, among the follow- 
ing extracts, will best answer calumnies by the side of them — 
most directly contradict imputations of insanity. But for 
these, it might have been said to our children's children ^ there 
is madness in your family, — here is record of it in parlia- 
mentary journals — here are the prints of the day in corrobo- 
ration — here, are testimonials of learned doctors." Wi^h these 
sheets iti their hand, our children's children will be shielded 
from the most frightful scandal. 

Some who, for a time,- regarded me with pity, believing 
that r could not find bail, have lately withdrawn that regard ; 
while others who indulged malicious pleasure by reporting 
me mad, now gratify a similar propensity in calling me.foolish. 
These people have not even an idea of the truth. Knowing 
nothing of the sublime, they think only of the ridiculous, and 
ascribe to passion, eccentricity, and weakness, what was and is 
the result of gravest resolve. They are more thoughtless and 
not less provoking than the miserable comforters of Job? I 
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BE^DICATION. 

never wished to be considered an object of ^pity; and were 1 
one^ would infallibly sink into dejection and despair. My 
policy is, at all events, to keep up my spirits ; and, by so doing, 
I have had infinite relief. After many years of anxiety and 
distress, these two last, in prison, have afforded unspeakable 
enjoyment : the^ have enabled me quietly to reflect on ex- 
traordinary experiences^ through a period of twenty-five year* 
of bustle in Scotland, £ngland, and Canada. They have en- 
abled me to mature pliins of mightiest moment — plans for the 
reform of poor laws, connected with a grand system of emi- 
gration. I am now, indeed, hopeful that all ix>y sufferings, — 
]os9 of fortune, friends, reputation, are, under Providence, to 
go in payment for good to my'fellow-men. 

But-^my children !— let us not be too sanguine. The world 
is still, against me, — the same world which poisoned Socrates, 
crucified Christ, and imprisoned Galileo. The world may 
prevail; yes, till death, but not beyond. Deprived of all pro- 
perty, and bred to no profession ; ruined in credit, and sick- 
ened with borrowing; without a home, and deserted by friends; 
entangled with law where there is nothing to gain ; and*havin^ 
yet to contend even for paternal right, where can I be better 
than here ?— Here, however, I will not bow to the world ; and 
here I call them villains who confine me. 

1 have never considered myself as acting solely for myself. 
Our religion clearly points to abstract virtue; bids us leave ail 
and follow it. Think not, then, thai I am regardless, — that I 
am without feeling and natural affection -.—think better of 
yourselves and me. 

" Consider Ggd as boundless nature's soul, 

** Yourselves a part of the stupendous whole ; ^ 

* " " Think that exbt«nco has an endless reign, 

** Yourselves a liak in the eternal chain." 

Yes!— my beloved childreo^: treasure up these adiiiirable sen- 
timents of Persius : bav^faitfi in them : act upon them; and^ 
believe me ever 

Your affectionate father, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

House of Correction, Cold-Batk-Fiekk. 
London, May29ih, 1826. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 



. The foregoing letter points out the ground I have taken, 
and that ground I will maintain. It must not» however, be 
imagined that I am unreasonable. Were the world fully in- 
formed, most cheerfully would I submit to its dicta : go hence, 
or remain at command ; — most gratefully would I accept its 
favours. As it is, I must judge for myself; knowing, that 
without adherence to fixed plans and principles, there is no 
chance for me; — knowing, that there is no mean in my destiny; 
that I must either be considered mad and a fool, or quite the. 
reverse; that I must either sink into perdition, or rise supe- 
rior to every ill, and prove highly useful to myself, my family, 
and my country. The world should kaow that I came to Lon- 
don, six years ago, for redress of grievances — for recovery of 
my rights aad property : it should kiiow that 1 have left ao 
stone unturned in this pursuit, commendable even on public 
grounds. Will the world aid m^ in this, or must I suc- 
cumb first to tyrar>ny abroad, and fhen tamely put up with 
treachery at home? Must I sit down contented, not only 
with the taint of unjust banishmeat; but also with that of in- 
sanity? Must I, a native Briton and father of a family, do this? 
These are questions which the world should weigh well 
before it dictates, and puts me aside as a mere object .of 
eompassion i*^— these, are questions which I would yet press on 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

^consideration : — these are objects which most assaredljr maj 
be gained with public countenance. , 

This work was begun mofe than a year ago, but reasons ex- 
isted, from time to time, for not publishing. Extract 15 will 
show that, at an early period, my wish was to publish by 
numbers, and that wish is still alive. From the beginning I 
was assured that newspapers afforded any thing but fair 
play, and that volumes would be required for complete 
development. These I could not readily produce, and, 
though produced, there was little chance of their being read 
as a whole. 

The patient endurance of two years' imprisonment has, I 
Crust, so far increased interest among the thinking portion of 
mankind as to ensure a fair start, and, thus begun, it will be my 
own. fault if I fail. At present, I exhibitlittle more than what 
has appeared in newspapers, and proceed with comment only 
so far as to prove that the horse-whipping was not altogether 
unmerited. Should the printer, who has liberally done his 
part, be repaid for this much, more will be forthcoming. The 
speeches of Mr. Hume, Mr. Peel, and others: the conduct of 
the Speaker, and House of Commons — of Halls, the ma- 
gistrate, and his masters — of the doctors, newspaper reports 
and opinions, &c. all require review before an adequate 
notion can be formed of a conspiracy, like to which nothing 
was ever before got up and persisted in for the ruin of an 
individual. . 

No one can suppose for a moment that the mere peccadillo 
in the lobby was the sole cause of double arrests and double 
punishments; or that I would remain obstinate were simple 
questions alone at issue. No : the wrath*— the revenge — the 
remorselessness has been long treasured up, and its virus 
cannot be exhausted but by endurance, 

HeVe is the catalogue of my crimes. In 1808, I espoused 
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TO THS PUBLIC. 



the cause of the farmers against the Lairds of Fife. In ISO9, 
published a specific plan for parliamentary reform. In \S15, 
demonstrated that church property was the property of the 
people; and^ in the same year, posted the Bath Society as 
rogues, for deserting the commutation of tithes and origina- 
ting the Corn-bill. In 1818> I held the Upper Canada 
Convention for inquiry into the state of, that Province; and_ 
all along have taken part with the poor against the rich. 
For these causes there is no forgiveness,*— no liberty, till I 
confirm by my own act a sentence of insanity. 

The Appendix maj be purchased along with this, or after 
numbers, at pleasure. It must not be hastily criticised, as it 
cannot possibly be understood till fully referred to. Scarcely 
a letter has been exhibited, even in the notes, which may not be 
yet spoken of | nor is there a petition that was not drawn up 
with a view to an important end. - Should the work proceed, 
the Appendix will be added to, series after series, as required^ 
the materials being Recent Correspondence with, and about» 
Canada: Papers written in Pauperism, and while tortured with 
Chancery Delays : Letters to Lord Eidon, Members of Par- 
liament, &c. Were all these and other documents before the 
public with a connecting narrative, not only would ray perse- 
cutors be put to the blush, but a train of evidence be made 
out proving, at once, such adherence to great public pursuits, 
such determined resistance to oppression, and such uniform re- 
gularity in private aflairs, as, perhaps, no other man can boast 
of. I am anxious to publish these documents and this narrative; 
riot only that I rn^y surmount trials, but put tp valuable use 
the experience of my life; and though I will not stoop as an 
object of charity, most humbly do I solicit aid to enable me to 
accomplish this work. 

R. G. 

June 9th, tm6. 



ERRORS AND OAflSSIONS. 



P«ge ixv, Kne 18^/or for ^ears— reoi four giootny years. 

— xxvii, Jine 19, for were lo ask — read were to be asked. 
«-- x%xW, Yme 12, ffr the ftothy--^ad TUB frothj. 

— xxxvi, line 12, for experience-'— read experience of it. 

*— xxxvfii, aAer &o words (line t2 from the bottom) I ^id aot know that coudael 
was engaged— tTisert — 

Mr. Gourlap. As y6H «re prepared to oppose it^ I should be glad to kno«f if th^re ^ 
is a prosecutor in Court, and who, and what he is. 

Chairman. We have only the commitment of the magistrate, by which you were 
teot from Bow-street to the House of Correction. 

Page Iv, add the following note, by the Editor, after the signatore, line t9 : 

We were not aware that we had ever spoken ufifriendly of Mr. Goarlay ; but we 
have no objection to give him the trifling satisfaction of printing bb lett^. - 



APPENDIX. 

Page 11, line 2S,for provisions — read provision, 

-r- — 9 — 21, for persons— read person. 

— 16, ^— 9 (from the bottom),/or withdraweth— read withdraw with. 

— 19, — 5 (from the bottom), /or three — read eight. 

— 20, — 2, ybr opinion^read opinions. 

— &3,' — 2, rend matters essential for. 

— 24, — 10,/or immediately*— read particularly. * . 

— 05, — SO, for public lands — read public and unappropriated lands. 

— 26, — 15 (from the bottom),jfbr at home— read at home and-abroad. 

— 31, — S,for<^mlon — read advice. 
'— S3, — S3, erase which has been. 

•^ 36, — %9,for troops— rtfad British troops. 

— 57,-5 (from the bottom),/or whole estimated means — read whole metos. 

— 64» — 22 (from the bottom), read Upper Canada. 

— 72, «— 9, for gained— read regained. 

— 73, — 13 (from the bottom), erase my. 

— 77, — 20, /or creditors-^^ead creditors to consult together. 

— . 83, — 17, f&r the case— read his case, 

— 163, — 25,/or fell— read fate. t 

— 189, — 14,/or the— read their. 
■ — -^ — 2t, erau the. 

— 190, — 14u/or obliged — read induced. 

— .L-^ — 26, />r his Ibtter-^-'^ad his last tetter. , 

— 192, — < 3 (from the bottom), vMeti — and that government were disposed to give 
erery l^ciKty to any praotical scheme for mitigttting the dterettea of the i^boiffing 
dashes* 
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Before saying a word formyself^ I shall submit, to perusal, 
newspaper reports and opinions, in the order of their dates, as a 
history of my case and expose ; then complete that history with 
comments; Beyond the beautiful lines of Byron, exhibited 
in my title page, every syllable of which is strictly applicable 
to me, 1 shall advance nothing to engage feeling, my wish 
being to subject every question to the test of reason alone ; 
and I say so at once, that the reader may join issue with me 
in this respect.. 

No. 1. 
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 

The Speaker.-^I wish to take this opportunity, as the House is 
Qow tolerably full, to state to them a circumstance ^hich greatly 
affects the privileges of the. House. Shortly after I had taken the 
chair, 1 was informed that an Hon. Member qi this House had been 
grossly assaulted by some person in the lobby, or' some of the precincts 
of the House. ] immediately directed the Serjeant to take the indivi- 
dual into custody : he^ accordingly, did so, and the person is now in 
charge. The name of the individual so offending is Gourlay: the 
Member assaulted. is the Honourable and learned Member for Win- 
cbilsea (Mr. Brougham). I am now desirous to receive the directions 
of the House as to the course to t>e pursued. 

Mr. Brougham and Mr. Secretary Canning rose at the same 
moment, but the Right Honourable Secretary having given way, the 
Honourable and learned Member saidv— You hare been rightly informed, 
Sir, as to the circumstances of the case : as I was passing through the 
* lobby, a considerable aimber of persons were standing there, and I 
heard a voice among them ask whether that was a particular person , 
just^thea passing;, he w^s answered, yes; and just at thai moment I 
felt something touch me twfce, as it might be a small switch, which 
was accompanied by some observations. On turning round, I saw a 
man with rather a wild expression of countenance, and he was then 
held by the persons. who surrounded iiim. I think he said his name 
was Gourlay. I asked him what he wanted, or what he meant, and he 
replied, **y6u have betrayed me.^' I remember to have seen him about 
three years ago^ ou the subject of a petition, which I then presented 

b 
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to th« House, and I have nbt the slightest recollection of any other 
circumstance respecting him, except that I have an impression on my 
mind of having been told that he was occasionally deranged. I have 
understood, from an Honourable and learned Friend, that he was once 
in much better circumstances, and, indeed^ I think he mentioned, in 
bis petition, that his distresses, which were very great, had the effect 
of disordering his intellect* 

i\lr. Secretary Peel made a statement to the House, but in a tone 
so very low as to be quite inaudible in the gallery : we understood the 
Right Honourable Gentleman to have alluded to some letter written by 
Mr. Gourlay, of a description such as no man would wrhe.* 
^ Mr. H(JM£ stated that Mr. Gourlay had live^i in a very respectable 
way in Canada ; that he had been confined in consequence of derange- 
ment,t and was then sent home to England. He had presented two or 
three petitions from him on the subject of the Poor Laws. Subse-« 
quently to this he went down to.Wiltshire, where he rented a farm 
under the Duke of Somerset, and after this he broke flints upon the 
roads, and lived as a paiiper among the poor of the parisht He sub*^ 
> sequently became satie,t and intended returning to America, and be 
and some other persons had given him assistance toreturn.f He 
thought he had gone to America, s^nd it was only within the last ten 
days that he had r.eceived a letter from him. He had written a very 
good work upon the state of Canada, and when.he was sane, he was a 
very sensible tnsLn, but his mind was frequently in a very disordered 
state.f 

Mr. Canning said, he apprehended the ordinary course of pro- 
ceeding, in a case of this kiiid^ would be, to have the individual brought 
to the bar, before the House came to a determination on the subject. 
Perhaps the more advisable course would be to stay any further pro- 
ceeding to a future period, when the House would possibly be in 
possession of such information, as to the state of his mind, as would 
enable it to form a more accurate and satisfactory conclusion. Under 
that impression, it would appear that the question was ^deferred, not 
from any disregard to the circumstances tbat had occurred or indif-> 
ference to the privileges of that House. 

Mr. Brougham said he was hhnself satisfied that the inrH- 
Vidual laboured under derangjement, or something tantamount to it; 
As far as he was concerned, he had nor for three years any communi- 
cation with the individual in question, except (as we understood) as to 
' the courtesy of presenting a petition. ' ^ • 

Mr. Secretary Cavning. The individual' is now in custodj^ and^ 
t|>«refore, no great inqonvenience can arise from allowing the means of 
further information. 

The Speaker. It is the pleai^re of the House tbat the individual 
now in custody . shallv stand committed until the House shall adopt 
further proceedings. 

Here the question of privilege dropped. 

Extracted from the Courier^ June 19» 1824. 



* Another newspaper reported tbas, ''written a letter which no rational man would 
write.' . , - " 
t This IS altogether a monstrous m'ui-s(atement. 
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No. 2. 

i 

ASSAULT ON MR. BROUGHAM. 

At a quarter past foar o'clock^ 3'esterday evening, as Mr. Brougham 
%vas passing through the lobby of the House of Commons^ to attend his 
duty in parliament, a person who walked behind him, and held a small 
whip in his hand, which he flourished, was heard,«by some, to utter, in a 
hurried and nearly inarticulate manner, the phrase ''you have betrayed 
me, sir; I'll make you attend your duty/' Mr. Brougham, on encoun- 
.lering this interruption, turned round and said, "who are you, sir?'' 
*' You know well/' replied the assailant. Mr. Brougham', perceiving 
the person still pressing upon him in a rude manner, passed ^ to the 
door of the House of Commons, and took no further notice of the 
assailant. The bustle excited on the occasion attracted the attention 
of the constables in attendance, and, w^e understand, of Mr. Little and 
Sir G. RobiusoD, who were entering' the House of Commons at, the mo- 
ment. The conl>equence was that the individual was taken into custody 
by Cook, the constable, and the whip taken out of his hand. The pri- 
soner stated his name to b^ Robert Gourlay,' one with which the public 
have for the three last years been conversant in the reports of Parlia- 
mentary and Chancery proceedings. He, at one time, presented peti- 
tions wbich excited discussion in the House of Commons, complaining 
of oppression from the local authorities in Canada; he was afterwards 
heard of in Wiltshire^ as being employed on the roads in parochial . 
labouring work. He has lately been engaged in a Chancery suit with 
the Duke of Somerset, about the tenure of a farm. From the appear- 
ance of the individual yesterday, coupled with the eccentricrty of his 
recent conduct, an inference would arise more of a nature to excite a 
feeling of compassion for this person, who once moved in a different 
situation of life, than to point him out as a fit person to be held sternly 
responsible for his actions. Hi^ appearance is decayed and debili- 
tated ; and, when removed into one of the committee rooms of the Hou<;e 
of Commons, in the custody of the constable who apprehended him and 
Mr. Gifford, the me!»senger, he let fall his head upon his hand, as a 
person labouring under the relapse incidental to violent excitement. He 
complained of >some neglect of Mr. Brougham's respecting the presen- 
tation of a petition from Canada, which, we understand, has no founda- 
tion, and the course taken by Mr. Canning in postponi(ig the consider 
ration of the ^breach of privilege, supports the inference of the 
irresponsibility of tb# individual, for a reason apparent from the very 
foolish nature of the act itself. On being, in the course of the evening, 
told that, if he would express contrition for his outrage, Mr. Brougham 
would in^antly move for. his discharge, he refused to make any apology 
to Mff. Brougham, but said he had nonobjection to petition the House. 
He added, that he was determined to have a fight with Mr. Brougham, 
because he had shamefully deserted his cause, and taken up that .'of a 
dead missionary. It is hardly necessary to add that Mr. Brougkam is 
totally unconscious uf- the alleged desertion, and that Gourlay labours 
under a complete and melancholy delusion. In the course of the 
eVenibg he-was visited by Drs* Morris and Sutherland. 

. Extracted from the Courier, June 12, 1824. 
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TO THK BDITOIt* 



House of Commons, June 12, 1824. 
Sir, — Seeing it this day reported in Parliamentary Debates that I 
had been insane^ with insinuations that my conduct, yesterday, in the 
lobby of this House had proceeding from something of the kind, will 
you allow me to inform my friends, and the public, through the medium , 
of your paper that I never was insane, nor ever more free from mental 
disease than now. Let it be considered that circumstances will justify 
very extraordinary measures : let it be remembered that Christ whipped 
the rascals out of the Temple ; and before I am condemned let me have 
fair opportunity of being heard. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
PubHshed in ilte Couriery and Globe and Traveller ^ same day. 



No. 4. • 

It will be seen by our report of parliamentary proceedings that Mr. 
Gourlay, the author of a work upon Canada, wbose name has been 
much before the public in a Chancery suit with his Grace the Duke 
of Somerset, chose to horsewhip Mr. Brougham, the Member for Win- 
chilsea, in the lobby of the House of Commons, on Friday evening* 
The House voted Mr. Gourlay mad, and he is now in custody, and has 
been visited by doctors celebrated for their treatment of lunatics. The 
writings and petitions^ as well as the- conduct of Mr. Gourlay, fully 
justify the suspicion of his derangement; but we are' now incli[\ed to 
believe he has his lucid intervals. 

Exiractedfrom the John Bully June 1 S,) 1 &24. 



No. 5. 

CASE OF PRIVILEGE. 

^ * 

The Speak SB. said that he had to submit to the House a letter that 
he had received before he had entered that House, from Doctors Monro 
end Sir Geo. Tuthill, ^rho, at his desire, had visited Mr. Gourlay; tit 
present, hy the order of the House, in the custody of the Serjeant-at* 
Arms. The letter was read as follows : « . 

^^ Having, in obedience to your commands^ visited Mr. Robert 
Gourlay, at p'resent in custody by order of the House of Commons, 
with a view of ascertaining the state of his mind : — after repeated con* 
versations with him, and after hearing from him the details of the events 
of his life, coupled with the late occurrence, it is our opinion thdt he 
has laboured under unsoundness of mind: that he was of untoufid 
mind when he assaulted an Honourable Member of the House of Com- 
mons ; and, that he continues in the same state still.*' 

Mr. Secretary Canning said (as far as we could collect, for he 
spoke in an unusually low tone) that, after the letter just read, .the 
House would feel it expedient, on the questio^^ of privilege, to proceed 
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no futthet (hear, hear). ' There still «&rose a gi%at difficulty as to the 
future proceedings. He was disposed to think that the better course 
was to detain the individual where he was, until an opportunity was 
afforded of having some communication with his friends. 
Here the matter dropped. 

Extracudfrom the Morning Chnmkk^ June IS, 1824. 



No. 6. 

Mr. Robert Gourlay reniains in custody at the House of Commons. 
He is with two messengers in the prison-rooms. A friend appeared, in 
coDsequeuoe of what was said in the House of Commons, by Mr. Can* 
ning, and proposed to take some care of, and make some arrangements 
for, Mr. G. ; but Mr. G. would not accept of them. He insisted on 
remaining in custody, and on b^ing called to the bar. He has prepared 
a petition, which has been forwarded to an Honourable Member, and 
the case is c^cpected to be mentioned in the House of Commons this 
day. *The prisoner is well provided by Mr. Bellamy, the Commons' 
coffee-house keeper. 

Extracted faom the Courier^ June IJ, 1824. 



No. 7. 

TO THB EDITOR OF THE BRITISH PRESS. 

Prison-Roomy House of Commons^ June 18, 1824. 
Sir, 

I have read in your paper Mr. Owen's letter, complaining that 
Lord Lauderdale had declared Mr. Owen's plan to be worthy only of 
contempt ; and saying that, his efforts with parliament having tailed, 
he himself was about to commence practically. 

It will be remembered that Mr. Owen stated, prior to his first meet- 
ing of last year, that nothing more was required to relieve Ireland 
from distress than ** to unite and employ the peopk ;" and that I appeared 
at bis meetings offered to unite with him, and labour till Christmas for 
three shHhngs per week. Mr. Owen held ray offer in contempt, arid 
would not engage. How, then, should he expect any thing but con-, 
tempt from others ? The fapt is, that I intended practically to illustrate 
the Vanity of his expectations by his own conduct. At his second 
meeting, seeing that the farce of relieving distress in Ireland was^ carried 
on by well-dressed people, gravely listening to an orator who, seated in 
a chhir, belched forth nonsense, with a table before him exhibiting the 
king, the nobles, and the wealthy classes comfortably arranged, while 
labourers and paupers were flung aside as so much rubbish, I protested, 
in the name of the labourers and paupers of England, against the abo- 
minable trifling of the meeting. The public, I think, may now reflect 
Upon all'this to advantage; and, perhaps, it may go so far in proving 
me more sound of mind than parliamentary doctors imagine. 

But, sir, Mr. Owen's practical endeavours are more worthy of notice 
than his hopeless visions. Last Aprjl, having gone to visit my family in 
Scotkod, I took Motherwell by the way. There I saw ground staked 
out for one of Mu Owen's village : was informed that fouY men had 
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begun to dig clay for bricks ; and that the country people had named 
the place ^* The New Jenuokm'* As an experiment, it is well worthy 
,of encouragement, and, I hope, will go on with abundant means. It 
is what Mr. Owen should have set about six years ago, when the first 
subscription was raised. Unfortunately, he then attacked faith^ with- 
out which nothing can be done in this world : now that he is about to 
show faith by works, she will, I trust, return to his assbtance, and he 
has my most hearty good wishes. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Published in the British Press, 



. No. 8. 

The House of Commons seems to be at a loss what to do with Mr* 
Gourlatfy now that they have taken bira into custody, lliey have ap- 
plied for affidavits of his insanity to the physicians, who have examined 
him ; but the latter decline doing any more than signing certificates^ 
which, it appears, will not authorize his committal to a mad-house. 
He has been invited to go away, but this he refuses, as it might counte- 
nance the idea of his lunacy* When the House rises, which is expected 
in the course of the week, he may legally depart. . It is hinted that a 
high official character, with whom Mr. Gourlay has had much to do, is 
a little afraid of him ; for it has been remarked that his Lordship, who 
had been accustomed to walk to and from the House of Peers, has, 
within these few days, used his carriage for that purpose. 

Extracted from the News, June 20, 1824. 

No. 9. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
The , situation of this unfortunate person has excited the keenest 
sympathy among all who can feel for poverty and distress. He is now 
mewed up in the '' resting place" of the House of Commons, in daily 
dread of being handed over to a lunatic asylum. His faculties may be 
disordered, but we do not look upon the assault on Mr. Brougham as 
a proof of this. He was more anxious to state his marty woes to the 
House of Commons, and it was therefore a matter of indifference to him 
'whether he encodntered that or any other Honourable Member. His 
object, however, will not be attained. We would advise some inquiry 
to be made into his unhappy case. He has been the victim of agricul- 
tural distress, and why should he not experience the bounty of govern- 
ment equally with those whom public measures have destituted? 

Extractedfrom the Sunday TimcSf June 20, 1824* 

No. 10. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BRITISH PRESS. 

Prison^Roamf House of Commons, June S4, 1 8M« 

Sir, 

Seeing that Mr. Owen had commenced practically ; that he had left 

town to build up the. walls of the *^ New Jerusalem,'^ [ heartily wished 

him success ; for even the failure of experiment is instructive and useful. 

Unhappily, while he, to good purpose, exchanged the pen for the trowel, 
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there wya left behind '< an heir to the inkstand'* (alluding to a letter in 
the British Press, by Mr. Owen's son), and we now have in yoar paper a 
column of specuiative weaknets-^a host of interrogatives, and *' a nation 
rf machines'* 

For my writing there are two excuses. First, ** I cannot get out," 
and have nothing better to do; secottd, should you publish this it 
may save some doctor's fees, and assist in bringing to issue that ques*' 
tionof ray sanity which puzzles the Collective. 

Three-and- twenty ^ears ago I gofc into the identical reverie which, 
for the last eight, hits engaged Mr. Owen. I shut myself up at Bath 
for a week: thought of nothing else but a community of goods, green 
pastures, and quiet waters ; and, at the end of that time, resolved that 
such a state of things whs not desirable. 

Six years ago I travelled- through great part of North America : saw 
man at various stages of advancement in civilization, from the dull-eyed 
savage to xhe-cutt Yankee : saw boundless tracts of land lying waste 
for want of people : saw some in the hands of individuals, and some 
occupied by communities : saw its first settlement in Canada cursed 
with patronage and favouritism — Government and clergy reserves; and 
in the United States, marred* with monopoly. I then first opened my 
eyes to the great principles — I may say the science of emigration and 
settlement, — a science which has since engaged much of my reflection 
— a science of my own. . I then, confident of a liberal hearing, sent 
home communications to be laid before Lord Bathurst, as introduction 
to more, but in vain. I have since ofiered, again and agaiii, to commu* 
nicate; but, no! — the Colonial Department, regardless of science and 
principles, goes on, anon, squandering away public moQey, sending out 
poor creatures to Canada and the Cape, to be- miserable themselves, 
and unproductive to their country; to retrograde in civilization; to 
people the earth with vulgarity and ignorance ; to fool away the 
strength of our nation — that by which she may speedily become the mis- 
tress of the world, and be immediately the patroness of profitable and 
virtuous exertion. 

The ligl)t of my theory and practical knowledge now concentrated, 
affords me the strongest assurance that the grand object of political 
economy should be the right disposal of landed property in new coun* 
tries, and the difientanglement of it from resthiint in those which have 
been long settled; exposing it to free circulation among individu^ils, 
unbinding it from enUils, and suffering not an inch of it to remain for 
upholding superstition or arbttrary power. 

Were man inade for bread alone ; were he, like bees and ants, in- 
tended only to moil ; to collect in summer only what was to be con- 
sumed in winter; to buz and to die, a community of goods and inte- 
rests, parallelograms and dormatories would be the thing, and the 
whols thing; but, blessed be God, we are above the brutes, and have 
powers sufficient to ^ raise a mortal to the sky and draw an angel down !*' 
— powers, which can only be brought into due action by individuiil 
exertion, highly stimulated. Man is specially distinguished from the 
brutes by having regard to property,^— by having means of accumula- 
ting wealth, and rendering it not only subservient to his bodily wants 
but ^o the improvement and enjoyment of mind. He is the most selfish 



t^ ftU aiiiiiMils» and notUng but necessity or aihbition will make ttte 
most of him. The possession of property is tbe grand regigilator — the 
grand stimulus for man; 'and the grand ^desideratum is to have the 
state of property made perfect. Justice should be done to the indivi« 
dual, but nothing more* Each man should be left to his free and un- 
fettered exertions — to lose property or to gain it; to sink into the. 
depths of misery, or rise to toe ecstacy of bliss. 

In Britain it is well that Mr. Owen's ea^periment should be made, 
(hat public curiosity may be gratified, and that his j^an should no 
longer be a tub to the whale* In America it has been weighed and 
found wanting. I there visited several communities, where ^oods were 
held 111 common. I saw that these people produced, in the first place, 
a sufficiency of necessaries for their own consumption ; and^ beyond 
that, had gtiods in storehouses, for sale, of the best quality. Goods made 
by the Shakers, and seeds raised by them are sold at superior prices all 
over Annerica. When you visit these people, you find their houses, fur- 
niture, utensils, all of the best — every thing in order, and delightfully 
clean; but they themselves are the poi^rest creatures alive, — without 
sentiment, without passion, without spirit; inferior, indeed, to their 
cows; for they d(*spise nature^ abuse common -sense, and have filthy 
notions of their fellow men. From these communities lookup to na- 
tions which, in a similar way, are unnaturally restrained, and dormant 
with dogmas. Look to the Hindoos and Chinese, and see wbat they 
have become, after centuries. Are they making advantage of the 
printing-press ? or have they discovered any thing like gas and steam ? 
Do they bravely come up to the scratch in boxing, or surmount the 
clouds in a. balloon i — Oh, no ; these are the results of freedom- and 
liberal principles; and, when we have the state of property in England 
improved, as^it may be, every thing else will impiove in proportion: 
noj will those evils be ever felt which Mr. Owen thinks his coramuiuty 
of goods and interests can alone repeU 

ROBERT GOURLAY.* 
PublUked in the Brituh PrtU0 
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MR. GOURLAY. 

Thi< individual, yesterday, sent a letter to the Speaker, containing a 
petition and several documents referred to therein; ^and soliciting the 
Honourable Gentleman to present the, same to the House. In the 
former he denies the unsoundness of mind imputed to him, and 
appeals to his former petitions and tke certificates of persons who know 

him. 

By way oi showing that *Uhe afifair in question, ^o far from having 
^V proceeded from madness, was deliberately planned five montha. ago, 
'* ftnd having great and good objects in view, was approved by a friend 
^* of your petitioner/' Mr. Gourlay proceeds to make th« following 
singular proposal: ''That the more to substantiate faots, and the better 
** to prove the purity of your petitioner's motives, a paper was then 
** written, signed and sealed by your petitioner and his friend, which 
*' paper your petitioner will allow a M^mbc^r.of your Honourable 



''House to ujusiea) and read for evidence of what is now averred; pror 
f vided the Member will give bis word of honour not to divulge $ 
'^ secret, which ipust thereby be known to him; but which it is 
f' essential to your petitioner's honour should be concealed from the 
'' public: a secret which no way affects any question to be discussed 
f by your Honourable House/' In conclusion, Mr. G.ourlay says^ 
'> your petitioner, seeing that the present Session^of Parliament is now 
'^ near a close; and that there is not sufficient time for your Honour- 
*' able House to inquire into his case, his opinions, and his projects, 
** entreats that your Honourable House will be pleased to address His 
t* Majesty, in order that your petitioner may have ihe royal cen£dence 
'^ so far as to enable him fully and fairly to lay before ministers bis 
** cas^, his opinions, and his fM-ojects; to the end that these last may 
'* obtain royal patronage, if, upon disclosure, they shall be found 
'' worthy of such high honour and regard •'' 

Extracted from the dnirkr^ June 9,5 1 1824. 



No, 18. * , 

Poor Brougham, of Brougham Castle, has suffered dreadfully within 
the last few" days. The amateur pauper, Gourlat, who crossed the 
Atlantic and settled in Canada, for the sole and patriotic purpose of 
insulting ^the government there, having failed in the experiment at 
home, despairing of attracting public attention, determined on horse- 
whipping the first M.P. he met with on a certain day. Poor 
.Brougham was the victim. Gourlay was mad and determined to be 

mad; thus- 

Broagham and Gourlay at first were friends, ' 

But, when a pi^ue began, 
Gourlay, to gain his private ends. 

Went mad and struck his man. 

Gourlay has written a doaen letters a day (o the Speaker and other 
Members of the House of Commons;, and as a proof of his: insanity has 
challenged Mr. Owen to a disputation, though what they should dispute 
about we know not, since their object is the same, namely ^\ the welfare 
of the. world; poor laws, reform, and emigration connected with it; 
the improvement- of the British peasantry^ and the spread of Indus* 
trious men throughout the earth; the growth of humanity. apd the 
glory of God/' Such, Gourlay declares, are his views, and my friend 
Owen, with whom I passed a happy month at New Lanark^ proposes 
the same objects. ^ • 

ExtracUdJrom the IMerary Chronickj June 36, 1 8d4. 
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ExamincfUon of Mr. Govhi^ay for the Assault on Mr. B&0U6ham«'— 

Bow-Street, 

' THi»u.nfartunate gentleman has ^Thi& person^ it will be recol* 

jumped out of the frying^paa into lected, committed an assault on 

the fire; for though begot out of Mr. Brougham, a few days sinoei, 

;tbe House of Commons yesterday in the lobby of the House of Gom^ 

afternoon, he^got inio the Hou^s mons^ and having. been taliea into 






of Correction^ at midnight. At 
haif-past three o'cloclcy in the af- 
ternoon, Mr. Bellamy, the House- 
keeper of the House of Commons 
entered Mr. Gourlay's place of 
confinement, and told him he was 
at liberty to depart, for the House 
was prorogued, and it had no fur- 
ther control over him ; but a 
warrant for his, apprehension had 
been previously issued by the ma- 
gistrates of this office; the officers 
watched his departure from < the 
House, and having foUbwed him 
as far as Bedford-street, in the 
Strand, they took him into cus- 
tody. At half-past eight oMock 
last night he was brought before 
Mr. Halls, and, after a three-hours' 
examination^ committed, by him, 
to the House of Correction, Cold- 
bath-fields, as a dangerous person 
of unsound mind. 

Sir George Tuthill and Dr. 
Munto were^ in attendance at this 
examination ; and Mr. Gourlay 
having been brought into the office, 
accompanied by two of his friends, 
the folloMfing witnesses were exa- 
mined : — 

^Jame$ £i/tf produced the war- 
rant, and deposed that he took Mr. 
Gourlay into custody at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, as he way 
fvalkiDg along in the Strand, near 
Coutts's banking-house, accompa- 
nied by a friend, and that he made 
no resistance whatever. 

Thomas Gook^ of No. 4, Noel- 
street, in the parish of St. James, 
straw-hat-manufacturer, next de- 
posed as follows : — At ten minutes 
after four o'clock on the afternoon 
of Friday, the 11th June, I was on 
duty in the lobby of the House of 
Commons, as one of the consta- 
-bles •{ the city and liberties of 
Westminster^ when I saw Mr. 
Brougham eome into the lobby, 
in his way to the body of the 
Ijouse i and, when he had got as 



custody was banded oyet to the 
Serjeant-4it-ArmSy to abld^ the 
further order of the Houie. He 
remained in custody unUl yi^ter- 
day afternoon^ when being apprised 
that the parliament was prorogued 
and he was no longer a prisoner, 
he walked out of his place of con- 
finement on his road homeward. 
When he arrived near the banking 
house of Messrs. Coutts, in the 
Strand, he was -taken again into 
custody, under a warrant signed 
by the magistrates of this offibe, 
and dated Wednesday, the l6th 
inst. At half-past eight o'clock, 
last evening be was placed before 
the .magistrate for the ofibnce be- 
fore alluded to. 



James EJUs, one of the patrol^ 
on producing his warrant,' said be 
apprehended Mr. Gourlay in the 
Strand, about four o'clock last 
evening; he told him he had a 
warrant against him, but nothing 
more passed. 

Thomas Gook deposed as follows : 
r am a constable of the parish of 
St. James's, Westminster, and re- 
side at No. 4, Noel-street. On 
the 11th of June I was attending 
as one of the constables in the 
lobby of the House of Commons, 
and saw Mr. Brougham come into 
the lobby, in his way to the body 
of the House. He got about as 
far as the first pillar, when I saw 
Mr. G. come after him, and strike 
him several times oti thd shoulders 
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fi^ras ihe first (lillar, I obierved 
Mr* Gourlay come after him > and 
•trike him several blows on the ' 
shoulders and hat, with a small 
lidiog-whip. I got between them 
instantly ; and, pushing Mr. Gour- 
lay away, I said to him, " Do you 
know what you are doing, Sir?'' 
He replied^ " Yes, I do ; he has 
injured me/' or words to that 
effect. At the same time Mr. 
Brougham turned round and said, 
** Who is the man ?-^I don't 
know him*— what does he want V 
Mr. Gourlay replied, " You re- 
collect my petition, which you 
neglected two years ago /'. and, so 
saying, he took out his card-case, 
and offered Mr. Brougham a card. 
I then heard Mr. Gourlay say to 
Mr. Brougham, ^* Let the dead 
bury the dead, and you do your 
duty to me." I then took out my 
staff, and took Mr. Gourlay into 
custody ; at the same time telling 
Mr. Brougham that I wasa consta- 
ble,.and had Mr. Gour\ay in charge. 
M|*. Brougham desired me to keep 
him 10 safe Custody, * and see that 
he had no fire-arms, or other dan- 
gerous ; weapons about him, with 
which he might injure himself or 
others, and to detain him until- 1 
received toe orders of the House 
respecting him. Mr. Brougham 
added, " Poor man ! I don't 
think he is in his right mind.'' Mr. 
Gourlay then said to me, '* I see 
your authority, and I obey it." I 
then took him to a room in the 
back part of the House, and, hav- 

. ing taken the whip from him, and 
a sniall pen-kni% I gave him a 
seat by the fire-place. He re- 
mained in my custody between 

. two and three hours, and I then 
delivered him into the charge of 
the Serjeant-at-Arms. Whilst he 
was in my custody I asked what 
he meant by saying '' Let the dead 
bury the dead," and he told me 



and hat, with a whip. I inter- 
fered, and got between them, and 
said to Mr. Gourlay, '* Da you 
know what you are doing f!' He 
said, "Yes; he has injured me." 
Mr. Brougham immediately turned , 
round and said, " Who is that 
man ? — I do not know him — what 
does he meanl" . Mr. Gourlay 
replied, " My ni^me is Gourlay; 
you recollect, or you remember 
my petition about two years ago." 
Mr. Gourlay then put his hand in 
his waistcoat pocket, and, pulling 
out a card-case, offered Mr. 
Brougham a card, saving, at the 
same time, " Let the' dead bury 
the dead, but do your duty by 
me." I told him he was in' my 
custody, and, shewing him my 
staff, called to Mr. Brougham, f 
told him I. was an officer, and had 
charge of Mr. Gourlay's person* 
Mr. Brougham said, " Keep him v 
in safe custody, but search him, 
that he has no nre-arms about him, 
to do himself any harm." I then 
told Ml*. Gourlay to go to the 
back part of the room, where 
thtere was a seat, and to wait there 
till I received - orders from the 
inside of the House. He replied 
that he saw ray authority, and 
would obey it. I waited about 
ten minutes with Mr. Gourlay, 
when I received an order from the 
Serjeant-at-Arms to take him into 
a room abov€»-stairs— one of the 
committee- rooms — where I i-e^ 
mained with him about three 
hours, and until an order came for 
me to deliver him into the custody 
of Mr. Gifford, an officer of the 
House, and Mr. Bellamy informed. . 
me he was to go into the custody 
of the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

Was there any particular con- 
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Mr. Gourktif. Was not my at* 
tack as mild as possible f 

Witnesi. As to the mildness^ 
there were five or six smart blows, 
I believe. 

Mr, Grourlay, Was there any 
thing incoherent in my manner ? 

Witness. Certainfy: not. 



Mr. Gourlatf* Did you think 
me insane before Mr. Brougham 
gave you hint that 1 was ? 

Witness^ I don't know what I 
thought at the first moment : I had 
not time to reflect. It was your 
conversation afterwards which 
chiefly gave me the idea. 

Mr* Gourlay In that conversa- 
tion yau say I quoted Scripture. 
Why should quoting Scripture 
make you think me insane ? 

The witne^ was about to reply, 
when he was interrupted by the 
magistrate, observing that the wit- 
ness had answered generally, to the 
best of his belief. — ''And now. 
Sir,'' added his worship, '' I will 
thank you to explain to me why 
you conducted yourself towards 
Mr. Brougham in the manner de- 
scribedr . 

Mr. Qmarlay. I should first ask 
on what authority I am brought 
here?. 

Mr. HdUs^ On the authority of 
my warrant. 



Do you know of my using any 
incoherent expressions ?-^— Yes, you 
did. make use of many incoherent 
expressions.* 

Was it done with any sort of 
wildaess in my looks ? «- 1 cannot 
directly answer • that, but had it 
been done in the street, 1 should not 
have taken notice of it, but I con- 
sidered it more to hurt the feelings 
than the person. 

Was it from expressions made 
by Mr. Brougham, that you formed 
the opinion of my being insane ? — 
No, sir ; it was not from (hat : my 
opinion was formed from the whole 
of the circumstances, and from 
hearing you mention '' Let the 
dead bury their dead/' 

Then you consider a quotation 
from Scripture was insanity? — I 
did not think it had any reference 
to the question. v 

They were very proper words, 
and ru defend them. — I 'did ndt 
form my opinion from the words, 
but from circumstances. 

Mr. Balls remarked that all 
this examination was useless; he 
said that he formed his opinion, 
not from the. words, but the cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr. Oourlay contended that he 
had a right to proceed in this cross 
examination. 

Mr. Halls again interrupted. 

Mr. Gourlay, 1 had not even an 
opportunity of looking, at the wa.r- 
rant on which I was apprehended ; 
but will you inform me why I am 
brought here, and the object of this 
examination? 



* This IS a palpable error of the Re-^ 
porter, ot the press.-*-Tbe opposite report 
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Mr, Gourlay. At whose ia- 
stance? — you are niy judge, ^I 
presume, and not my prosecutor. 

Mr, HaUs, It is sufficient, at 
present, that you are here ; and if 
you choose to explain your con- 
dact, 1 am ready to hear you. 



JIfr. QourlMf. I wished to com- 
pel Mr. Brougham to do me jus- 
tice.* He has neglected my inte- 
rests. 

Mr, Hails, • Or/ as you said at 
the time, he has injured you. 

Mr* Gourlay, Exactly so. 

Mr, Halls. And therefore you 
took this step ? 

Mr.Gaurlay, Yes, 

Mr.HaUs, And do you think 
it a rationed proceeding ? 

Mr. Gaurlay. Why such things 
are done withbut being attributed 
toipsaoity* 

Mr. HaUs. But if you are a 
sane man, as^ you say you are, you 
most be aware that it is most im- 
proper to commit a breach of the 
peace any where, and especially in 
such a place ? 

Mr. Gourlay, I did riot think 
it improper: I never was more 
cool or deliberate in my life, and 
we had determined upon it five 
months before. 

Mr, HaUs. Who was it that ad- 
vised you to it?' 

Mr, Gourlay. A friend of mine, 
a Mr. Hamilton; but I do not 
wish to inculpate him ^ and he went 
abroad some months ago. 



* Mr. HaUs. To ascertain the 
nature of the assault between you 
and Mr. Br6ugham. 

Mr. Gourlay. At whose in- 
stance am I arrested ? 

Mr. HaUs.. You are arrested 
in consequence of my warrant. 

Mr, Gaurlay. Some person ap- 
plied for it? 

Mr. HaUs. You are brought 
here and charged, with an assault. 

Mr. Gourlay. Then I am not 
entitled to know at whose instance ? 

Mr. Halls. No : it is sufficient 
for me to know that the assault 
has been committed : have you any 
thing to st^te in answer ? 

Mr. Gourlay. I wished Mr. 
Brougham to feel his neglect, 
which has greatly injured me. 

Mr. HaUs. Then you consider 
yourself as authorised to take this 
step? 

Mr. Gourlay. I did so; arid 
considered it perfedly rational. 

Mr. Halls. It was not rational 
for you to assault Mr. Brougham 
in the House orComm'ons. 

Mr. Gourlay. I admit that.* 

Mr. Halls. Then you are aware 
that you have committed an as- 
sault, which is a breach of privi-^ 
lege. 

. Mr. Gourlay. 1 never was more 
resolved upon any thing in "my 
life. I had consulted a friend, 
and it was agreed to be done fiv^ 
months before. I was perfectly 
cool and collected at the tin^e I 
did it. 

Mr, HuUs. By whose advice 
was it ? — What was the name of 
your friend ? 

Mr. Gourlay. Dr. Hamilton 
was the person who advised me ; 
but I do not know whei^. he is 
now. I believe he is on the con- 
tinent ; but I do not wish to bripg 
him into the matter. I mention 



* This if an error of the Reporler. * This is not qaite correctly reported. 
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Mr.HaUa^ Then your expUna- 
lion IS that you attacked Mr. 
Brougham deliberately I 

Mr. Gourlay, Perfectly so. 

Mr. Hallf, .And you would 
have attacked bim even, ifi the 
House I 

Mr. Gourhy. Qb, God !— No ! 
Justin the lobby. 

. Mr. UaUs. Would you bare 
attacked him if you baid met him 
in the Strand this ^t^rnooiv I 

Mr^ Gourlay replied that h« 
would not; and he then went 
on to state that he wafr perfectly 
aware that b« was about to da an 
€(xtraordinary thing before he at- 
tempted it; and,. fearing it might 
be construed into madness^ he 
wrote a letter to S>ir Ronald Fer- 
guson, to be delivered ^to him as 
soon aa he had succeeded in bis 
attempt. This letter he sealed, and 
showed to a friend, requesting him 
to pOt bis initials upon it, together 
with the w^rd ^' seeuy" in order that 
be might be able to testify that be 
was in sound mind at the time. 
He then sought Mr. Brougham ; 
but be mis^ bim ; ftnd he wrote 
other letters, day after day, taking 
the sam« precaution with them as 
with the first, until he met wi^h 
Mr. Brougham^ and behaved to 
bim as had been described. The 
gentleman to whom he had shown 
these letters was now present, and 
would answer any questions that 
^nigbt be put to him. 

He thein called Mr. James Bar- 
ber, of No. 13, Clifton-street, sur- 
geon, and, in answer to questions 
from the magistrate, he said he had 
been intimate with Mr. Gourlay 
since January last,, and believed 
bim to be in bis perfect senses. 
When he showed me the letters, he 
said he had some important busi- 
ness in band,, the nature of which 
he did not wish me to know^ but 
b^. wished* m^ to put my initials on 



his name because it was said I was 
insane, whereas the matter was pre- 
meditated. 

Mr. Halls. Then you advised 
witb Mr. Hamilton to do it? 

Mn Gourlay. No, £ did not 
advise witb him ; but, when I bad 
determined on the thing, I men- 
tioned it to bim, and' obtained bis 
approval of it. 

Mr. Halls inquired if be naeant 
to say that he committed the as- 
sault deliberately. 

Mr. Gourlay. Quite delibe 
rately : it was my intention to do 
it in the lobby of the House ; no 
other place would have answered 
the purpose. I was aware tbat, in 
doing this thing, I sbould .be con* 
sidered insane, and that it would 
appear extraordinary ; I had, there- 
fore, written a letter to Sir Ronald 
Ferguson, which I intended tohave 
sent after it was done. After I 
bad written tbb letter, I showed 
it to a friend, aud wished him to 
put bis initials to it, to say that 1 
was right in my mind : not meet- 
ing with Mr. Brougham the day 
the letter was written, I wrote a 
second, &nd then a third, eacbtiine 
getting my friend to mark it, and 
these I intended as a convincing 
proof that I never was more caira 
in my life. 



James Barber was then called by 
Mr. Gourlay.— -He said he resided | 
at 13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, and 
was a surgeon. He said he bad 
known Mr. Gourlay some time, 
but more intimately since January 
last, when they lodged in t'he same 
house. He never heard df the as^ 
sault intended to.be committed up- 
on Mr. Brougham ; nor was he ac- 
quainted with Dr. Haniilton. Some 
time previous to the assault being 
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the letters, . and bear witness that 
he was in a perfectly calm state of 
ipind. 

Mr, Halk. Did it not occur to 
you that this wsls a very singular 
request? ' 

Mr* Barber answered in tb& ne- 
gative; and, in reply to a number 
of questions put to him by Mr. 
Gourlay, he said he never saw any 
thing in that gentleman's conduct 
which led him to think him insane, 
Qr at all of unsound mind. 



committed, Mr. Gourlay showed 
him some sealed letters, which he 
enclosed in a packet, and also 
sealed it. Mr. Gourlay said he 
had some intended business of im- 
portance to perform, and merely 
wished Him (the witness) to put 
his initials on the outside, and say 
that he had seen the packet, and 
that he might recollect he saw him 
in the same sfate of mind as he for- 
merly was. Mr. Gourlay had, be- 
fore, been quite calm, and he (the 
witness) accordingly put his initials, 
and the word "jec/**' on the out- 
side, two or three times ; this was 
repeated on the packets, but he did 
not ask Mr. G.ourlay for what.pur- 
pose they were intended. It was 
a simple request^ and in itself had 
no effect upon him. 

Mr. Halls. Now,. I ask you, 
as you are sworn, had you any 
particular conversation with Mr. 
Gourlay? — I have communicated 
with him, certainly, but I had not 
spoken to him of the assault before 
it took place. Were the pack- 
ages directed to any body ? — They 
were directed, but I cannot say 
to whom 1 knew they were 
directed to some person whose 
name I have since heard, but I did 
not know it at the time, althpugh 
I wrote upon the same side that 
the address was on. I have since 
heard that they were addressed to. 
Gen. Ferguson; but, not consi- 
dering it a matter of importance, 
I did not take notice of it. 

Mr. Gourlay,. Now, Mr. Bar- 
ber, you have been acquainted 
with me some lime, and have ob-^ 
served me jn the house. Did you 
ever observe any thing impi-oper 
in my behaviour, or any irregula- 
rity that would lead you to form . 
a conclusion that I was deranged, 
or that I was a madman ? 

Mr, Barber replied in the nega- 
tive. 

d 



Mk Gourlay then called on Mr. 
JoHn Wifham Ba'tinlstier/ who de- 
scribed hiniself as a student of the' 
Mididle Temfile, residing at l6\ Eli- 
ziEib^th-terrac^, Islington, and said 
h^ had known Mr. Gourlay nearly 
three years. 

Mr.Gimrlay. You have known 
me, Mr. fiknniater, a long time— 
#flllkii)g and conversing with me 
iniich. ' l^id it ever occur to you 
that I wa^ a Tii^dman ?: 

'Mr.SinMsi&. Certainly not : 



The Magistrate then qucsitjoncd 
Mr. Barber ujpon his priactice W 
a surgeon among insane persoh$. 
He said tliat he had seen persons 
iiisane, but he had very little expe* 
Hence in that part 6f the prac- 
tice. 

Mr. Halls remarked that it was 
very singular that a man in the 
profession, but ^ho had very little 
practice, should give so decided an 
opinion. 

Mr, Barber replied that he cer- 
tainly did not consider Mr. Gour- 
lay deranged. He was in the 
same state of niind he had pre- 
vioujly beenj and/as far as his ob- 
servations went, he was of the 
opinion he had already declared, 
although he did not wish to state 
it in opposition to the great medi- 
cal gentlemen he Sjaw on the bench. 

Mr. Gourlay considered tliat 
that was perfectly satisfactory, and 
that the evidence of Mr. Barber 
was a dedded opinion that he was 
not deranged. 

Mr. Halls remarkeid that, how- 
ever Mr. Gourlay might be satis- 
fied, he required further inquiry. 

In answer to Mr. Gourla/s 
question, Mr. Barber said that he 
never considered Mr. Gourlay in- 
sane; that Mr. Gourlay's conduct 
had always, in his house, been 
proper and regular ; and never did 
the persons in the house say he was 
insane. 

John WiUiank Bannister^ of No. 
16, Elizabeth-terrace, Islington, 
and student of the Middle Temple, 
was next called by Mr. Gourlay. 
He said he had seen Mr. Gourlay 
both at home and abroad ;* he con- 



* This is a mistake of the reporter. 
Mr. Baaiiister never saw me abroad. He 
anived in CanUda after I left that coan- 
try; lived there more than a year; and 
learned from hearsay how I had been 
treated in prison, and what was the eon- 
sequence on my trial. 
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of a singuliarly enthusiaiBtic (urn of 
^lind ; but by no means unfit to 
conduct yourself or your affairs. 

Afr. Gdurlay, You do not be- 
lieve me capable of doing any act 
from malevolent motives ? rr- Cer- 
tainly not. On the contrary, I 
never knew a man of more urba- 
nity, replied Mr. Bannister. 

Mr, Gourlay, You believe that 
I would not do such an act, except 
in justification of my honour ? 

Mr* Bannister, I firmly believe 
you would not. I should not con- 
ceive that it proceeded from insa- 
nity, but from strongly-excited 
ieelings. 

Mr* Gourlay, Did you ever see 
any thing like a revengeful spirit 
ih me ? 

Mr„ Bannister* Quite the re- 
Verse. 1 have sieen you in most 
trying situations, and I never 
neard you express yourself re- 
vengefully. 

A long conversation now took 
place, on the subject of Mr. Goqr- 
lay's suiferings in Canada. He* 
stated that he had been rigorously 
confined there, oh a prosecution 
£6r a libel, and, when brought out 
of his dungeon, he was affected t^y 
giddiness, in consequence of his 
coming suddenly into the cold open 
air. In this state he was immediately 
put upon trial, though he was so 
ill that he was unable to conduct 
his defence ; and it was in the 
hope of procuring a new trial 
tba.t be forwarded a petition to 
tile House, through Mr. Brougham; 
but tbat.genUemeh kept it by him 
until his witnesses had left Eng- 
land, and then threw the petition 
on the table of the House, when 
it could be of no.' service to hfm 
wliateyer. The iQagistrate seemed 
to think' the gidcHness he spoke of 
war tf UAitii of insahiCy; BufMr. 
Gburfay indigtiantly nbpelM tHe 
ide«; and, aftiBr a long and ratber 



sidere^ him of a singular an|l fp^ 
thusjastic turn qf mind. He. di4 
not consider he would do anac^ of 
the kind from malevolence, but 
be considered it his enthusiastic 
turn of mind« He did not cpn* 
sider he would do sqch an act, ejir 
cepting when his feelings were sen- 
sibly touched, and U was to re- 
trieve his honour. Hejsaw no- 
thing revengeful in his nature. He 
could assure the b^n^h that Mr. 
Gourlay had been a great sufferer 
in Canada. He was imprisoned for 
a libel, and, having laid there for 
some time, he was brought out to 
his trial, where he suffered much 
from the effects of long confine- 
ment. On entering the court, bo- 
appeared like a mai) intoxicated, 
and thrpughoutthe day, on wbicb 
the trial lasted,' he was unable to 
take that active part in his defenCo 
which long confinement had pre* 
vented him from doing. He, 
tnerefore, was anxious tp obtain 
a reversal of the sentence passed 
upon hini,' or a neiw trial. This 
^lone coiild be obtained by peti- 
tion to plarliament; and then it 
was that one was forwarded to 
England.* 

Mr, Gourlajif in vehement terms, 
stated these circumstances and Re- 
presented to the n^agistrate the 
treatment he ha(| rifeceived when 
he forwarded his petition to Mr. 
Brougham.f It laid,, he said, ii| 
his hands day after day, and week 
after week, until the witnesses re- 
turned to Ci^nadai and then it was 
that Mr. Brougham flung it before 
the House. These circumstances, 
he considered, were a sufficient jus- ' 
tification' for his committing tl^e 
assault ; and to endeavour to ob- 



,*. TJ)is if «npt]|eK iQJsts^ of the mptfr- 
ter. Mr. JBaanHteE 4i^ not ipealt of a 
petition beiY|g, fbri7#i!4ed to tBgUod. 

t Incorrectfj i^eported. 
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angry altercation^ the magistrate 
called upon Sir George Tuthili 
and Dr. • Munro to give their 
opinion of the state of Mr. Gour- 
lay's mind* These gentlemen con- 
firmed their affidavits, which have 
been already published, declaring 
Mr. Gourlay to be^ in their .opi- 
nions, decidedly of unsound mind, 
and adding that they had seen 
nothing since which could indiice 
them to alter that opinion. 

Mr. Gourlay urged Sir George 
to say upon what grounds he had 
formed that opinion. Sir George 
replied, that he had formed his 
opinion as well from the transac- 
tion in the lobby of the House of 
Commons as from Mr. Gourlay 's 
subsequent conversation; and he 
was confirmed in it from his hav- 
ing asserted to.him, in plain terms, 
that he would commit the like 
outrage again, under the same pro- 
vocation.* 

Mr, Gourlay still .repeated his 
questions, and, at length. 

The Magistrate cut the matter 
short, by observing that he wished 
Mr. Gourldv to understand that 
be did not sit there to convict him 
of" insanity. He merely required 
to know whether the assault in 
* question had been committed ; and 
whether, if Mr. Gourlay was suf- 
fered to go at large, he was in such 
a state of mind as to make it pro- 
bable he would commit some of- 
fence for which He would be liable 
; to be indicted. These were the 
words of a particular act of par- 
. liameht (39 Geo. III." c. 24).t 
The vvarrant had been issued un- 
der that act, and there had been 
quite sufficient evidence to justify 
bim iu committing Mr. Gourlay 
to the Quarter Sessions, as a dan- 



* I taid ' ** under th« tame «ir«um- 
•linen*' not" provocaCum." 
t 39 and 40 Geo. III. c. 94. 



tain reparation for his mjure^d 
feelings* 

Mr. Halls said he had requested 
the attendance of two gentlemen 
to speak to Mr. Gouila/s stale of 
mind since the time they In came 
acquainted with him : there were 
circumstances in his conduct very 
extraordinary and not fully ex- 
plained. 

Mr. Bannister considered that, 
as himself and Mr. Barber had 
known Mr. Gourlay two or three 
years, their evidence ought to have 
more weight than the learned doc- 
tors who were about to give evi- 
dence. 

Sir GeorgeTuthill And Dr. Munro 
were, however, sworn; and a paper 
being put into their hands, which 
purported to be the depositions 
previously made, stating that Mr. 
G. since being in custody, had ex- 
hibited symptoms of insanity ; that 
they had seen several letters writ- 
ten by him ; and considered that 
he had. been, and was in a stale of 
derangement; and appeared^ if dis- 
charged, likely to commit an of- 
fence similar to the present. The 
medical gentlemen said that, from 
his statements, they considered, if 
sec at liberty, he would commit 
the same offence as he had been 
charged with; they, therefore, con- 
firmed their former opiaion. 

Mr. Gourlay. Do you consi- 
der. Sir George Tuthill, that it 
was a great proof of derangement 
in committing ah assault in the 
lobby of |he House of Commons ? 
— Certainly, it was. 

Do you consider it unsafe for 
me to go at large, having xom- 
mitted such an act there ? 

Mr. Halk considered that the 

question was for him fo decide. 

He was not going' to sit on the 

II ■-.'.-• 

* Incorrectly reported; there wa» much 
more than^iin^f at stake. 
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gerous person, sospecced, to be of 
unsound mind. He should, there- 
fore^ commit him, and a jury might 
decide the question. In the mrean 
time^ he should take care that he 
Vas. treated with every possible 
kindness; and he might be libe- 
.rated upon bail^ by himself, if he 
was satisfied with tlie security 
offered, or by judges, as Mr. Gour- 
lay might think proper. 

Mr. Gourlay was then removed 
in custody, and conveyed, in a 
hackney-coach, to the House of 
Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields. 
, Extracted from the Morning He- 
rald^ June 26, 1824., * 



bench to pronounce whether he 
was or was not Insane. He was 
trying the question o( assault ; and 
if he was satisfied Mr. Gourlay '. 
was insane, he should commit him 
to the Sciisions ; at the same time, 
he should ' take c^re that he 
should not be at large. It had 
been proved, and he (Mr. Gour- 
lay) had admitted, that he did 
assault Mr. Brougham, and he 
had said he would commit the act 
again. The doctors had, also, 
been" examined ; they proved that 
he was in an insane state of mind ; 
and, under these circumstances, he 
felt bound, consistent with his 
duty as a magistrate, to commit 
him to the Sessions. Mr. Halls 
again stated his determination to 
commit Mr. Gourlay, under a par- 
ticular act of parliament, for the 
assault. He might, however, be 
bailed, but not until the magis- 
trates had satisfied themselves of 
the bail. 

Mr, Gourlay again wished to be 
informed whether it was intended 
to say that he was a dangerous 
person, and one that ought not to 
be allowed at large ? 

3/r. Halls would not allow any 
further questions to be. put to Sir 
George Tuthill. You are (ad- 
dressing. Mr. Gourlay) committed 
for the assault, and suspected of 
being insane. 

Mr. Gourlay still pressed his 
question, and Mr. Bannister mut- 
tered that, probably, Sir George 
could not answer it. 
. Mr, Halls would not allow the 
question; and Mr. Gourlay said 
that he should not obtain justice, 
and that Mr. Halls was not fit to 
be a judge. 

Mr, Halls then said, he was un- 
der the necessity, consistent with 
the duties of his office, to commit 
Mr. Gourlay to the House of Cor- 
. rection for the assault ; but be 
.would givt particular directiont 
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that he sliAld Have every neces- 
« ^ry supplied hiniy and be in every 
respect treated * as a gentleman. 
As the insanity had beeii proved^ ' 
bail might be taken for his libenl- 
tion ; but it must be submitted to 
the magistrates or judges; at 
present, he was committed for his 
trial at the next sessionis- 

Jiff. Gourhy again requested to 
have the question of insanity. an* 
swered; and, aFso, the name uf the 
prosecutor furnished ; b(Hh fa- 
vours, however, met with a refu- 
sal* 

This examination occupied from 
half-past eight o'clock, tintil a 
quarter-past eleven, last night.- 

Esitractfrom the Mormng Chro* 
nicle^ June 26, 1824. 



No. 14. 

We liave received a petition, addressed to parliament, from Mr. 
Oourlay, to which we certainly would have given a pl^ce if we possibly 
could have done it. We think Mr. Gourlay's case a particularly hard 
one ; and his second apprehensiofS, on his way home from his parlia* 
raentary confinement, an act of needless severity. 

We remember,, for years, that Mr. Gourhiy has been held up to the 
public by the whigs, as a most deserving ill-used gentleman, who was 
barbarously and cruelly persecuted by the Duke of Somerset, (who^ 
although tiwhig^ being aduke, was constantly the subject of attack;) 
atid the Morning Chronicle was filled with the hardships of Mr. Gour- 
lay's case;, whole columns were expended to praise his talents, the 
energy of his mind, and the wonderful services he had performed in 
Canada. No sooner does he horsewhip Mr. Brougham, than the whole 
herd of whigs and radicals desert him, and he is left without defender 
or paftizan, and pronounced mad. 

It should, at all events, be understood that the punishment he has 
re^ntly undei^one was not infiicted for the high and mighty crime of 
liorsewhipping Mr. Brougham, but for horsewhipping him within the 
precincts of the Parliament- House. It Js no treason, nor any sin, that 
wb know of, to horsewhip Mr. Brougham. The Speaker interfered 
because a riot had been made in the lobby, and the dignity of th^ 
House attacked* Now, inileed,^ that Mr. Brougham has got Mr. 
Go^lay bound over to keep the peace,* and answer forlhe assault, the 
thing is diflereat. All we wish to have understood is that, with all 
thii. proeeedihgs against Mr. Gourlay, Mr. Brougham and his iiorse- 
winpping have kad^ nothing to Ao\ 

Extra^d'fftm the John Bull, June, Vf, 1824. 
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* Tbiff is pot true. 
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No. 15. 

A strong proof of Mr. Goorlay's state of min4 is now lying 
befeire us; 'it is the petition of that gentleman, which Mr. Brougham' 
presented, in June, 1821, and which, at his instance, was printed, and i^ 
recorded in the Vote-Paper of the House of Commons. All, therefore, 
, ^at Mr. Gourlay desired of Mr. Brougham was done by Mr. Brougham ; 
and, from that time to the present, we are given to understand, that 
there has never been the least communication, direct or indirect, made 
by Mr. Gourlay^ to Mr. Brougham; nor was any complaint made, at 
the time of presenting the petition, that any thing had been left undone, 
by Mr. Brougham, which the petitioner had wished to be done. A 
clearer proof cannot be stipplied of the unhappy condition of Mr. 
Gourlay's q^ind. He labours under a complete delusion ; the ground of 
Bis assault on Mr. Brougham having no existence except in his own 
ipaginatioQ. 

Extractedfrom th Times, June 28, 1 824. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.. 

House of Correction, Cold-Bath'Fkldsy June 28, 1824^ 
Sir, 

You bave, in your leading article of to-day, advocated the cause of 
%fr. Brougham against pe, and I caiHiot suppose you would be so 
o6kioas without ibe or reward. But however this may be, yon will 
allow me tbe same conspicuous place to declare, in my defence, that, 
viiii tlie public ear, I shall coolly and fearlessly plead against the united 
powers of you and Mr. Brougham — against the leading journal of 
Europe and the greatest oratpr of the age. Yes, sir; and if the pub- 
lic declares against ine I will apologize to Mr. Brougham: I shall 
even bow before him to the earth, with my back bare for a floggjhg. 
Saying^ this I withdraw not, in the mean time, the glaive tbrmyn down 
as a test- of sincerity and honour'— that for which at all times my life 
shall be a ready offering* 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

N. B.— Those who wisb to see fair play wi41 be so good as send nie 
their addresses, in listSj pledging themselves to take the two first shilling 
lutmbers of a series of' publications, which I shall then issue prior to 
my trial for insanity, which cannot come on before the^l 2th of next 
month. U shall be. entitled ** An Appeal to the Public^ Gourlay versus 
Brougham, Colonial Folicy, and the Collective ; with good Reasons for 
Horsewhipping.'^ 

If the rtoia bene of thq above must be considered as an advertbeoient. 
let me be cbargcid fiir it as such. 

Published in the Times o/n^i deq[. 



No. l6. 
Mr. GpuRLAY to the Editor of the Morning Herald. 
Sir, .' ' • ■ ■ ' ^ ' ■ . , 

^dj^Qiiiet siiuatipn in which I am plac^.;- not. hare^ biU before the 
public, as a man of unsound roind--one that must not be allowed to 
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go abroad, lest he cut his own throat, or that of some Other pePsoH, 
induces rae to ofler you, for publication, a copy of a letter just now 
despatched to my daughters — (he eldest, sixteen years of age. Perhaps, 
other editors may copy from your paper, and convey to my numerous, 
friends, on both sides of the Atlantic, the best proof, not only, of my 
sanity, but quiescence juiidcr the greatest of provocations, and while 
exposed to the most injurious of all slanders, 

ROBERT GOURL AY. 
Cold'Bath'Fieldsy June 2Sth, 1^24. 



LIFE IN London. 

Cold'Bath'FieMs, June 28, 1 824. 
My last letter to you, my dear girls, was despatched from the House 
of Commons :^— -now I am in th^ House of Correction. I said that t . 
had got by honest means into the former House^ where not one of a 
hundred is seated but by bribery and corruption. There, the great 
proportion of inmates are blockheads : here, they are clever fellows, 
almost to a man; nay, I may say, to a woman; and, out of 520, we have 
1 10 females. There I had much comfort : ^ere I have still more. In 
the House of Commons I had excellent apartments, with three windows 
looking different ways, over the most interesting part of the' metropolis ; 
and, just before my departure, saw the King going to dismissthe CoU- 
lectivCf from Whitehall, to the setting down within the porch of the 
House of Lords. His golden vehicle was drawn by eight cream-coloured 
horses, as fat as butter: that of the Master bf the Horse, by. six black 
ones, fatter still. The sight would have pleased, but for an unlucky 
contrast of these fat horses with the poor of Wily parish, whkh made 
me exclaim, " Vain pomp and glory of this world, I hate thee." 

The alone* thing ^as my friend Dr. Chalmers would say) in my for-' 
mer lodgings to be complained of was confinement within doors ; here 
I have access to a delightful garden; the round in which is 500 
paces. One walk is shaded by a high wall, and well adapted to Con- 
templation deep ; atiother is elevated, and commands a view of many 
surrounding buildings, with Meux's brewery towering over all. At' 
one corner there is it, piece of water, neither so big nor so pellucid as 
Lake Ontario, but sufiicient for imagination to enlarge and purify : at 
' another corner, we see a cage full of nymphs, not quite so fair as uii-- 
sunned snow, but bleaching whiter daily ; while a little tread-wheel-; 
labour paints their cheeks infinitely better than those of ver- 
milioned court-ladies. Gentlemen, from the purlieus of St. James's 
occasionally sun themselves in a balcony, occasionally play at ball in the> 
area below, and a variety of characters saunter in the garden, among 
whom is one of Carlisle's shopkeepers, a female rather of interesting 
appearance. 



* This word is so used by other authors, when tnUy, or tole would be more proper. 
My justly -respected friend will excuse my pointing to iiis much too frequent use of it 
thus, as it smacks of affectation, than which nothing is more distant from the real chartic* 
ter, admirable for genuine sincerity. 
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!waIk«)Tnetimes. last, sometimes slo^r^ as die fonc)r cyf the moment 
xiTg^: sometimes rest on n bencfa, and tirttnk God that I havfe ^leirty 
to eal and drink, free of expense and care : ndw and then a fnend clills, 
bringing with hitn newspapers, and walks the rounds with me ; and, tit 
this moment, lam anxious only about my d6ar thildren, my mothet, 
and liiy sisters, who may be alarmed with the libsurd conduct and 
malice of my enemies; especially as thiugs are mis-stated, distorted, 
and discoloured by that vile paper "The Courier," ^hicb, sincie It 
first laid the foundation of my ruin, in Canada, by publishing the in- 
famous lie that I had escaped from Spa-fields; has never lost an 
opportunity to injure me. This you will find invariable, when you 
grow up in ihe world, that malicious people, when they have once 
done you mischief, will do so more and more. What the master 
blockheads, who sent me here, mean, I cannot tell. They do not 
punish me : they do not put me out of humour : they do not make 
ine afraid ; and I have been so thoroughly tried by oppression, which 
will make a wise man mad, that even this, I hope, cannot prevdl 
Over me. During the Four years that have just gone by, ^hile the 
bread, provided for you and my other dear children, before yObr 
birth, Was cruelly and unjustly withheld; and when I was kept in 
continual suspense by Chancery delays, there was, indeed, at times, 
in extraordinary degree of pressure on my spirits, and, at other 
times, it was as much as I could" do "to keep down convulsion— 
now, I am light as air: have health and vigour beyond J^hat I 
ever enjoyed; nor could any thing please me more than a few 
"weeks' confinement here, which gives so good opporttinity to study 
human nature, {ind get acquainted! with prison-discipline. Howard 
had abundant means to open doors for him everywhere;' but, fot 
toe, there was no innocent way of getting admission, till, happily, 
this God-send occurred, ^' the happy de^ that gilds ray hambb 
mime." . . 

My beloved daughters, keep yourselves perfectly easy; and go on, as 
Hitherto, making all about you happy. The seven years which we spent 
in Wiltshire, while your extellent mother yet lived, Continually bright- 
eoiog our clouded fate with her good sense and cheerful resign&ition, and, 
while you were too young to know how we were beset with villany, were, 
indeed, years of bliss compared to the seven last, during which I have 
been unhoused, driven across the Atlantic for an asylum from perc- 
eption, only to be banished back to greater and uriheatd of sufferings, 
^ut these must have their use» It is quite impossible that a benignant 
Providence tould have ordered such an extraordinary tradn of events 
without having jn view soine ultimate ^ood. Layi tig aside every supef- 
ititioQs impression, it is even policy so to thiiik; and to this thoujtit I 

g've myself up. without reserve or dotibt. You recollect that, ifcrhen 
^t with you in Edinburgh, I cautioned you against fanaticism, and bade 
you beware of a host otbusy, silly, Canting people, who, of late yeiati, 
have sprung up in aiU quarters of the kingdom ; wlio are eierhalfy 
koking abroad for proselytes, instead of se&rchinjg their own heftrt^; 
who are miad about' missions and foreign charities, though igilOYanee 
and misery is at thear very doors iinregafdied; who are eithelr your 
whining lovers or your malignant slanderers; who disregard common 
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tens^/and make religion only a stalking-liorse for tbeir vattityr Cau- 
tioning you against sucti fanatics, let me, at same time,, warm your 
hearts,* and strengthen yc^ur regards towards true religion ; which 
teaches us to be kindly affectionate to each other, long suffering, 
cheerful, and contented— but, above all things, charity. 

If you have not written, write, on receipt of this, to Clifton-street» 
as formerly ; and believe me the same, bond or free, your affectionate 

father, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

To Miiiis Jean and Jtsiey^Gourlay, 



No. 17. 

The treatment experienced by Mr. Gourlay is calculated, very seri- 
ously, to turn the attention of every individual towards the subject of 
imputed insanity. A sulyect which comes home to every man'a feel- 
ings and bosom is taox^ likely to command immediate consideration 
than any other of a public nature, however important. What is Mr. 
Gourlay's fate, may, to-day, or to-morrow, be the fate of any roan in 
the community.' There is no subject on which men differ so much in 
opinion of its reality, or non-existence, as insanity: none which is 
so easily impuled, so credulously admitted, and with such difficulty 
disproved. The most trivial and unimportant actions which might, 
at any time, and in one man, have created no surprise, shall, when 
there, once exists a predisposition to believe him insane, be construed 
into undoub^ted marks of insanity; and great reason is there to fear — 
no, we believe to be assured that, from the force of this prejudice, 
many unh^py persons (in and about London) are secluded from so- 
ciety whose actions have been viewed through that distorted medium. 
If every person whose conduct is in some . instances eccentric were to 
be brought by warrant before a magistrate,. and subjected to confine- 
ment, we believe that the magnificent hospitals of St. Luke's and Bed- 
lam miist very considerably enlarge their bounds. 

Mr. Gourlay, ll will be recollected by our readers, struck Mr, 
Brougham with a switch, in the lobby of the House of Commons. Was 
there any thing insane in this ? It was very impnident : it was foolish ; 
-and he, probably, knew that he would be taken into custody for it. 
During his confinement, he wrote several sensible letters to the Speaker, 
requesting to be heard at the Bar of the House on the subject of hTs 
wrongs, which he had vainly endeavoured to bring before Parliament; 
and it is not unlikely that he might adopt this scheme, in order to 
effect his appearance for that purpose^ This may, also, have been foolish ; 
but it should be~ recollected that this' gentleman has, for a long time, 
been irritated by proceedings in the Court of Chmoery ! and by the hand 
of aristocratic power. Well**the House sent two madrdoctors to him, 
who, in a short conversation, at once pronounced him insane. How- 
ever, the Honourable House could not keep him iii custody longer 
than the duration of their session, and, consequently, he was, on Friday, 
dikharged. But the House still thouglit prosier, by an ulterior roea- 
SQfe,^not to let go their grasp of this unfortunate gentleman, and, there- 
fore, strange to say, he was f9Uowed up the Strand by a Bow^street 
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constable, who, as he was peaceably proclseding to his home, took him 
into custodyy on a warrant, not for insanity/ but for, a breach of the ' 
peace ! In vain did the astonished man demand at whose suit he.waa- 
apprehended; in vain did he bring forward two gentlemen who had 
associated with him intimately for a series of years, and attested his un* 
doubted sanity ; in vain did Mr. Gourlay himself defend his cause with 
the same rationality that the most intelligent person could have exerted 
—the doctors having once declarc^d him mad, persisted in their opinion, 
aiid he was actually committed ybr an assault to the House of Correc- 
tion, the magistrate preserving a perfect silence, when asked by the 
prisoner, who was his accuser ? — All this is very mysterious, and not 
yery consonant with the old law of England, as u'e have been taught to 
understand it. But this gentleman has, in fact, been very troublesome 
to the Lord Chancellor, lately, in hfs sovereign court, by putting odd 
questions, and niaking odd complaints of its practice: he is the author 
of several ingenious projects for amelioration and ireform in other de- 
partments than that of the law, and is for ever casting about his eyes 
on public evils, and their remedy^— in short, he Was what the good, 
quiet supporters of the system, as it now isy called an intermeddling, 
troublesome fellow; and we advise Mr. Robert Owen, of Lanark, to 
mind what he is about, or his strange doctrines, which have already 
been pronounced in the Wittenagimote^ or assembly of wise men, t9 be 
absurd and impracticable, may introduce him to the notice of a brace 
of cool-headed mad-doctops^ who do not understand his eccentricities, 
and may vote him a proper subject for peeping through the bars of the 
House of Correction, or reposing on straw, within the confines of 
Bedlam. 

Extracted fi-om Drakard's Stamford News^ July 3, 1826. 
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If we -were to ask what is really cruelty, we should' say the impri- 
sonment of Mr. Gourlay, in Cold-Bath -Fields, at this moment. Not 
* one syllable does the Times or Chronicle say of tbat|5erson's su£ferings. 
It should seem that he is lodged in & palace, and thtit it never rains at 
that end of the town ; and that there are no bars and no gratings there. 
He has been committed to jailfor having committed an assault. He 
has not been tried for it. He was shut up in the Patliament-House for 
several days, for having made la disturbance in the lobby ; and when 
the delicate , and unquestionable power of Parliament ended, by the 
termination of the Sessions, Mr. Gourlay was apprehended in the 
Strand, and sent o£f to jail in Cold-Bath-Fields. 

Do we eves hear his pame mentioned by the Whigs, by the Chronicle^ 
who, before this event, filled half its pages with the wrongs and grievances 
of this very Mr.. Gourlay ? No : why then are those champions of 
oppressed innocence silent ? Because Mr. Gourlay chose to horsewhip 
Mr. Broughi^m. Mr. O'Callaghan horsewhipped a clergyman ; andt 
perhaps, he did not know he was one. Mr. Gourlay horsewhipped a 
Whig; perhaps, he- did 9ot know how he would like it. At all events, 
Mr. Gourlay stands much in iha same predicament as Mr. O'Callaghan, 
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aodi )VQ mtixljon ii\^i of (beniy nqt fi>r their o«tt «ike&» bat as Serviog 
to Uluiir«itei1»at system of .e?enrbanded impactiaKty, wbicb^. in the aa 
oS Whiggery,, is equalW admirable with all its other kading features. . 

ExirtKted front John BuU, JtAf 4, 1 8^4.. 
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MR. GOORLAY. 

This gentleman last week forwarded to us a copy^ of his petition to 
the House of Lords, for which we had not' room : it was, accordingly, 
returne<} to him, and we have received the; following letter from him, 
which, with it's enclosure (alike remarkable for their ndvoete)^ we readily 
publish, . 

Julif 7, 1824. 
Sir, 

In conformity with my notice of Monday, the bearer will receive, at 
your office, my letter of last week — Jf you decline publishing it next Sun- 
day. I copy out annexed a tetter to the Earl of Eldon, which should have 
accompanied the petition sent you the week before, and which you may 
use as you please. I am the person whom you called feU(ytx> — ^and as 
independent of whigs and radicals as of tories and sycophants. Your 
obedient servant, * ROBT. GOURLAY. 



Prison-Toom^ House ofConu^ioMf June 23^ 1824« 
My Lo&d, 

Hitherto I baVe addressed your Lordship as Chancellor : I now* 
writes to you as a BrItiUi Peer ; and, in that eharacteff request of you to 
present for me to the House of Lords the accompanying petition. (Appen- 
dix A. 26.) It shall speak for itself; and, I hope, will not be presented fn 
vain. There is no parallel to the Duke of Somerset's persecution of me; 
but this persecution is only an item in my account of worldly trial. You 
see where I now am, and may attribute all to my own fatilt. Be it so ; 
I would scafcely exchange my mischances for any other man's pros- 
perity ; they have taught nte so mahy lessons, and left me so light- 
hearted* 1 wotild not change situations either with the Duke or your 
I/>rd6htp \ and, but ibr lU health, would have followed jtp roy pupposO' 
o# petitioning for your removal from o^ice. Your denying me co9t$ 
merely because of my saying that the Duchess of Sonfierset wore the 
breeches was unwarrantable. This woman once danced^ before my 
window in contempt of my sufferings; and who but a * * * * woman 
would have frightened my beloved wife from her home, as set 
' forth in my petition 1 Where was the harm in telling the truth, or in- 
using an expression which, though vulgar, was epposite } Besides, the 
conlinaed torture of Chanceiy delays bad threatened me witb disease^ 
which, could be repelled only by breathing out every tliought. Wiiat>- 
evtr has happened, or has been said, I trust your Lordship will dO' justice 
to lay present application; and, with all due respect, I am your Lord-^ 
ship's obedient servant, 

TheRigheHon. ROBT. OOORLAY. 

^ 4ke Earl-of Ekhn. 

Extracted from ike John BuU, July 11, 1824. 
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No* 20, 
* MR. ftOBERT GOURLAY. 

We agree with ikoa» who tiunk that there is a species of moral oblp* 
gitioii incnmbenl on all who are connected wixh the press, to support 
the cause of humaxutj^-. Variatt0& of opinion on the subject, \«hich 
sdieits attention^ should not certainly be overlooked ; but it ought not 
to be made the staiking-horse of deserting the question altogether. 
When we feel strongl^^^ we shall express ourselves warmly ; and, 
although oar contemporaries may have turned their backs on the 
subject of our . palronagei that shall only b'e an additional reaspn for 
enteiiding it more largely. In the case of Mr. Gourlay, aU our sym* 
pathy is necessary. With otie or two exceptions, the press has with* 
drawn its agency from him^ and this unfortunate person^ wht> can look 
back to daysol comlbrt and pvo^pevity, and to a life spent in useful- 
ness^ is now le#t, cheerless and d^olate^ to struggle with the evils of 
poverty and calumny. He is, in the first pkice, the victim of a Noble 
Duke, by whom, if his statemcivts can be eredi^d> he was inveigled froni 

' his native place, and ultimately' deserted, after Mr. Gourlay's exertions- 
had areetiorated his property to a very great extent. For this, compen-. 
sation has been partly awarded In Chancery ; Imt the expenses of the 
ssit, and still more the doubts^ of the learned judge have woefully 
abridged the amount of success. The competition with a rich and 
irrita^ npbleoian wvs, also, severely felt; and every means were tried 
to make the suit run the gauntlet of the Appeal Court. In the next 
place, he has to complain of the desejrtion of his public friends. There 

' are characters in the country who wish to mount into notoriety on the 
battalion of another's wrongs* Mv, Gourlay had complaints to prefer 
of a public nature: be w«s at first taken by the band ; but, his generous 
patrons not finding that a high clamour could be raised upon ti^em, he 
was again beat fo die ground* 

The last and deepest subject of complaint is his present coafinemeali,. 
We will no( stand up. to exteauate the assault which was made oaMr. 
Bpou^am : of tha<t there can only be ons opinion; biit yfMMy opinions 
may be formed on the motives which dictated it, and on the consequences 
which flowed from it. He had cectainJy meditated an attack on^ 
some Hon. Member, but we rather think that he had more inclination 
to expose the ix>Uow pretences by which h* had been chicaned by ^oroe 
jntiubem i& the House, than to dispky hosAliiy towards a particular 
individual. But, because he did so, was he to be declared insane j^ Was 
the brother of a Right Hon. Secretary, who used the whip much more 
sharply than Mr. Gourlay, insane when he committed the act ? Were 
Mc O'CaUftghan's fiapulties' disordesed ? Was a Noble Duke deranged 
when he whipped an illustrious Countess? Whipping is of every-day 
oscorMDce. Qto to Hyde*Park ixi the forenoon, and to the box-lobby 
iu th« enwning„ and you will see the *' gaHed jad^es wince" under similar* 
cfaesMKBEMiit* It ma/ be.wdl to bring sack persons under t^erostrmt: 
o^ laiiR, or ta gire t£to & month Vconfinenvent, iu order tOi cool their 
liotfltdMctis* Mr. Goiurlay, hotvevvr, has experienced greater severity* 
H«' hasbsen branded as a lunatic^adjudged, witliout, hesitation to bo a 
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dangerous character, and immured ad libilum witliin.the purlieus of 
Cold-Bath-Fields. It would have been but common justice in the 
physicians who examined him to have given a less positive judgement ; 
for there are shades and degrees of insanity which are discovered in 
every human being. The sober citisenwho is nailed to his desk *^ ffotn 
'. morning's light till noon/' has occasional touches of it; and the most 
illustrious characters who award justice and judgement in the country, . 
can conceive its agony. A sentence of settled lunacy can only be given 
by a verdict of a jury, drawn from the evidence of unquestionable 
witnesses. Now, Mr. Gourlay had given proofs in the Chancery Court, 
of skilful pleading; he had been plying his quill rapidly; and^ ac- 
cording to the report of his friends at Bow-street, he had actually 
meditated the scheme, on which account he suffered, months before it 
was brought to bear.. Such evidence ought, in our opinion, to have 
stayed, fora time, the miiiimus of the magistrate. The precipitate aixd 
indecent haste with which he was captured, examined, and committed, 
prevented his friends from acting in his behalf; and, ere he could collect 
his proofs of sana mensy he was published abroad as infected with a 
disease Which, to use an elegant phrase of Lord GifTord, " cast the very 
lowest oi human subjects into obloquy and neglect.^' We sincerely trust 
that the public will compassionate the case of Mr. Gourlay; and^ if, 
they cannot undo what has been so cruelly done, that they will at least 
cheer the gloom of his prispn-house by a benevolent contribution in . 
his favour. 

Extractedfrom the Sunday Times, July 11, 1824. . 
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House of Correction^ ColdeBath-Fields. 
July ] 3M, 1 824. 
Sib, . 
Understanding from the Governor of this House that he cannot re^ 
gularly laj( before you a letter which I addressed to him yesterday for 
that purpose, I shall now annex a copy of it, re'questing you. to read 
this and it to. the Grand Jury, and earnestly 'entreating that the whole, 
premises nmy be seriously considered, as soon as convenient. 

I have the honour to. be. 
Sir, 

' Your obedient servant, 
To the Chairman of the Grand Jury ROBERT GOURLAY . 

of, the Middlesex iSeisions. 



House of Correction^ July l^thylBft4: 
Sir, 

I often write letters, not for the purpose of informing the person to 

whoin they are addressed, but for registering my thoughts, purposes and 

principles, as well as to make him a witness of tbem. In this way, I 

have.written t.6you twice, and in the same way I write now, with an 

a<]ditional object. Oh Saturday you called on me to ask if I had sent 

to the newspapers any complaint of the prison. . I had sent out an ar- . 
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licle, but not of this kind. You are welcome to see it,(a8 jrou haYeseen 
one despatched^! nee. You advised me to employ a solicitor^ and to 
procure bail, as the Grand Jury might sit all this yretrk, and then let 
my case stand over till next sessions. Now, sir, this is a very impor- 
tant matter, and induces me to be quite determined as 16 my conduct. 
1 will not now employ a solicitor; neither will I trouble myself fur- 
ther about bail. The moment that I got to the Public Office, Bow- 
street, on the day of my arrest, I wrote for friends to come to me, and 
some came instantly to give evidence^and bail; but Mr. Halls refused 
bail that night, and would not say on whiCt terms he would grant it 
the next day. I will not play fast and loose with any body, and, there- 
fore, made no further attempt to be bailed till after reading the statute, 
under colour of which I am imprisoned, last Thursday. Seeing that 
this clearly admitted of bail, I got friends together for consultation on 
the subject. My own resolution, at first, was to make no attempt ; 
but, it being suggested that it would be in my favour, in the event of a 
trial, to go out and show myself, and make arrangements, I wrote to 
the sitting magistrates here, who referred me to the Committee at Bow- 
street. I then wrote to Mr. Halls,. who said that my friends should 
come to him next day (Friday) at ^^^-street, and there he told them 
no bail could be granted till the doctors reported it safe for me to be 
bailed. He said; if I choie, he would order the doctors to visit me; but 
that it was scarcely worth ^ while, as the sessions commenced on Mon- 
day ; and, probably, I would be~ discharged^ for want of a prosecutor, on 
Tuesday.. Mr. Halls promised that I should be accommodated here as 
a gentleman; but, before this promise, he had not behaved like one, 
and, therefore, I put no trust in his pk'omise afterwards. It appeared 
that he acted under orders to send me, at all events, to this place, a% 
well as to throw difficulties in the way of my liberation ; arid his refusal ta 
show th# warrant of ai^rest, which lay on the table, was further proof 
tibat he was capable of acting illiberally. From reflections on these 
occurrences, I made no objection to sleep in the Infirmary, when you 
toolc me there. I notoi^ly think it vain to struggle with the arbitrary 
power of government, but wise to submit cheerfully when difficulties 
cannot be surmounted. I attached no blame to you. Up. to this day, 
I have pleasure in acknowledging your civilities, and saying th^t the 
general treatment of prisoners seems judicious and mild. One i^ing 
only is objectionable, but that, of course, roust be controlled by the 
magistrates, not the Governor; I mean the confinemetlt of certain 
criminals with men. It is my opinion, that certain criiimfe «re so 
.disgusting that men, however guilty otherwise, should not fie JNib- 
jected even to the sight of the perpetrators of such. In the Infiritmiiy 
I was not unhappy because of a poor maniac being an inmate; 
but, after I knew something else, the very place was loathsome; 
and, in my present room, even the neighbourhood of the same thing is 
sickening. Were, magistrates to think of it, I doubt not but they would 
arrange it for the. better — arrange so that no eye should witness what 
oughty.if- possible, not even to be thought of for a moment. By a sim- 
ple,- and not very costly alteration, the gentlemen who occupy the state 
apartments here could be protected from the sight of a doxen criminals 
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who daily pace tht^ir rounds in tile atfjotmng passage. This I ^botffd 
be glad to point out to you, with a magistrate, at any time. 

^ay I now request of yoa to get (tvis letter laid before the Grand 
Jury, which assembles to day, as soon as possible, that it may be known 
that I expect my case to be taken into consideration this session, so 
that I may either be tried immediately or have the benefit of giio) 
delivery, 'because of there being no prosecutor. I protest not only 
against the opinion of the doctors, upon which I am confined, bat 
agmnst the further fhsalt of being subjected to their scrutiny. 1 will 
not go to the expense of a farthing here, upoo the principle that it 
would be quite absurd for me to hold out by opposing my monied 
means to those of the government. The liberty of a British subject 

. should cost nothing ; and 1 shall not leave prison before that point is 
given up> by any submission of mine, t s*haH not suffer it to be truly 
allied, from any precedent in my case, that a poor man must give itt, 
and ^be dependent either on the charity of friends or the' aid of a soli- 

' eitor. I have lived on the gaol provision of food ; and^ in testimony 
of preparing for the worst, shall, along with this, hand to you some 
clothes, to be washed and mended, as I understand the custom and rules 
of the prison admit of this. 

I am, &c. 
To the G<yvemar. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

FtMshed in the Morning H&raJdj My 17, 1 ^^* 
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TO THE EPITdR OF TUB MORNING HERALD. 

House of Correction, CoU-B^h-Fields, Jvhf 0^ 1624. 

Sir, / ' 

I have never attempted to give to the public any aceotmt of 1^ 
extraordinary measures ^ken against me ; and tbie columns fyf a 
newspaper, however liberal any Editor may be, would be insufficient 
ifbr the purpose. This day, however, i am forced to say so much, 
and shall be glad if you and others will give it a place for a [Nibltc 
hearing. The moment I was seated in Bow-«treet Office, after my alt 
rest, in the Strand, I wrote to several friends ; and some came to me 
immediately, to give evidence and bail. It was clear, however, otr 
the examination, that the magistrate acted under higher authority, 
and that I was doomed, at all events, to come here. The magis- 
trate said I might be bail^ next day, if be and others were sufiici- 
eritly satisfied, but would condescend on no particular terms. De- 
'termiued not to fight fast and loo^e, I then let power have its swing; 
'thought no more of bail \ and resolved, for a time, to amuse rnysdf 
wh!i objects around «me here. On Wednesday hst, getting hoM of 
tfie statute referred to in my commitment, I found that it admitted rf 
bail. On Thursday, I applied to the visiting'magistrates for advice: 
was referred to the Committee in Bow-street, and, this day, some of 
my friends attended there. There they were told diat I could not 
be bailed unless Doctors Munro and SirOeorge TuthiU first visited 
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UL9f iSni Reported that it was safe for me to go at- large ; that, if t 
chose, these doctors "would be ordered to visit me ; but thai: the ses- 
sions would sit on Monday, and that, on Tuesday, I should probably 
be liberated, for want of a prosecutor. While my friends were at 
Bow-streeJ, I scrawled over a second letter to my daughters, as an intro- 
duction to a statement of occurrences, and shall here copy it, in order 
to let the public judge, while I am really detained in prison, contrary 
to the statute, as to my sanity ; allowing me to say, before hand, that 
the impassioned style is adopted, not from any fervour, but as suit- 
ing aa occasion when right is denied and feeling insulted. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



LIFE IN LONDON. 

Haying despatched a letter last week, giving assurance that I was 
perfectly well, in an interesting place, with man^ comforts, and little 
care; — a letter calculated to set you at ease, as to my situation 
here, I might not again have thought of writing for a month, had not 
a visiting magistrate offered me a frank.* The mere idea of commu- 
nicating with my daughters is consolatory^ ; and I now sit down to 
address you, though it is neither tny intention nor my wish that 
you should «ee the whole of my letters* I neither desire to disturb 
your repose at present, nor to throw before you matter unsuitable to 
your tender years, though it may be well that such should be regis- 
tered ; and though, at some future period, you may read with ad van- ' 
tdge and interest all that I write. It is the proud superiority of nian 
over other animals that be can record and make advantage of it : 
that from records he can be acquainted with what has passed, and^ by 
them, hand down to posterity present experiences. It is thus that 
man, the weakest and most wretched of animals, when an infant and 
' a savage, grows to maturity. It is thus that he has already made pro- 
gress, and thus that we can i^ntertain rational hope of becoming 
perfect." 

My experiences at this moment are important, not only to me and my 
family, but to the public atlarge.-In my fate ev«ry individual has a vital 
interest : for no one can tell how soon his own may be similar. With my 
fate in view, no individual can 3tep over his threshold, to perform the 
most trivial act, and feel secure of liberty and reputation. When 
he least suspects harm ; when he is doing a deed of duty and honour : 
when he is serving, jiot only himself, but his fellow men, he may be 
pounced upon by power, subjected to the scrutiny of doctors from 
Bedlam, and by them be undone. He may have been justly proud 
of his strength of mind : he may have Ixonestly boasted that no pro- 
genitor of his was imbecile or mad : he may have safely sworn, that 
other Rieti might join in bonds of relationship with his family, without 
tlie hazard of propagating' fools and idiots ; but, in a moment, his 
be»t securities may be gone ; his worthiest boast may be annihilated ; 



* This firat sentence was part of a lettet actjaailj despatched to my datigliten that 
day in Dumfriesbire. 



and he, with bis children, be degraded for ever* Thank God, mr 
beloved dougbters, there is not in Britain a family less tainted with 
insanity than ours : thank God, there is not an individual who has- 
stood sucli tests as myself, and yet retained reason,, and fortitude^ 
and temper. Yes ; it i& fortunate for me, and for you, and for all, 
that I, on whom the contemptible urchins of arbitrary power have 
fastened their nauseous grasp, — I, on whom they have long gazed 
!i^ith the eyes of a basilisk — I, who, for fifteen years, have been 
marked out, because of my principles, for destfuction :-^oh ! it is 
happy for my family and my country that 1 can yet unloosen the 
hold — can flash back reproach on the guilty-^can weather the storm 
of adversity, and iride triumphant on the frothy wave; — that I can 
sit here, in the House of Correction, correcting iniquity still, — that 
I can be flung among filth, and yet not be polluted, — that I can mess 
among monsters, and yet remain clean, — that I can have the watches 
of the night interrupted with the madman's moans, and yet be 
cool and collected — yet hold my judgement entire ; — that I can pass 
the whole day among felons, and yet retain my integrity : — aye, even 
endure the world's dread laugh, and ^ile back, more iu4>ity than in 
anger, on the failings of humanity : — that 1 can at once suffer and do 
good to my fellow men, — ^at once ^ive assurance of sanity and make 
you, who have my dearest regards ^you, who have nothing but sound- 
ness of mind to depend upon — ^you, my dear girls, confident of hav« 
log by inheritance, the richest treasure which a family can possess—' 
you free and secure, while the fellows who, for a/<?c, reported me of 
unsound mind, must fly Jnto their own mad-houses from the world's 

reproach. 

[To be continued.] 

Sent to the Morning Herald, but not published. 
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LIFE IN LONDOI^. 

' (continued,) 

Feeling being vented,. I am now, seeing that this is not my cause 
alone, but the cause of the public, and of every individual, to record, . 
in the ord^r of time, and circumstantially, how I came here, and wiiat 
have been my experiences within these walls. 

Before the rising of Parliament, it appeared, from newspapers, that 
Sir Richard Birnie, the chief of Bow-street officers, had been watch- 
ine several days, no doubt, by order of some person in power, afraid 
or my escaping by a motion in the House> which had been antici- 
pated by the Courier*, How it would have been, had I slunk off, as 
suggested, by a back door, and a boat ; or taken the advice of a 
member of parliament, and informed the Speaker, by letter, that I 
was willing to go away under the, care of a friend,- it is impossible 
exactly to determine. Of this, however, my dear girls may always 
be sure, that | never shall retreat like a coward, or sit down to. write , 
a verdict of }uuacy against myself and my family* Power may pre- 
vail agaii^ me: I may betlriven abroad by persecution ; be banished 
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baclc to England by blackguardism^ and^ for a piccadillo, be twice 
arrested, and twice imprisoned ; but, while able, shall protest pgainst 
oppression^ and laugh at the blackguards who resort to it. Had I 
retreated by water, the hue aild cry, at all events, would have been 
raised ; and, had I put myself under the protection of a friend, the 
absurd proceedings of the Collective and the doctors would have 
been ratified to ' my hurt. They, instead of me, would have tri- 
umphed, and the consequences might, indeed, have been serious. 
It might afterwards have been pleaded in courts of law, even by my 
friends, that 1 was unfit to conduct my private affairs, from nusound^- 
ness of mind ; and that my friends should enjoi^ power, by sending * 
me to Bedlam. 

While the King was reading his speech in the House of Lords, I 
observed a person standing outside of my room door. Suspecting 
bim to be a police-officer, I showed myself, that he might know my 
person sufficiently, and, being thus satisfied, he retired. When the 
signal gun announced that Parliament was prorogued, Mr. Bellamy 
told the messengers, who had charge of me, that their charge was at 
an end, and that I was free to go away. He had apprised me, the 
first night of my confinement, that there would be £B or £10 to pay, 
as fees for breach of privilege ; and that his charges for entertain- 
ment were high ; but of these matters J then said nothing. After 
the question of privilege was waved, and the doctors had formally 
visited me, as a person on trial, I declared against paying either fees 
or fiare : indeed, I invited a friend to partake with me, as a neces- 
sary part of my statcf, and ordered a little wine, to drink the health 
of o\kf friends, while the devil took the rest of our relations, I was 
confined two w^eks to an hour ; never enjoyed, nor could wish to 
eojoy better entertainment ; was charged for nothing; and only gave 
<^ crown on coming off, to a discreet, good-humoured servant maid^ 
*o purchase a ribband, in meniory of the occasion. 

You would observe, that the paper, despatched to you from the 
Houseof Commons was gilt. I had any quantity, of the very best 
quality, furnished me, with ready-made pens by the dozen. Being 
deprived of my knife, which would have made a couple of these do 
iny whole business, I had to dip the nibs of dozens in ink, before a 
good one was found ; but, in Government offices, you cannot please . 
those about you l>etter than by being lavish of what the public pays 
■or. You would observe, too, that when I spoke of block heads^ this 
^s not so much in contempt as fun. It is .a term so befitting St. 
^tephens^ and the Collective that no one can be angry with it : and 
Bcver was any thing so ridiculous as their attempt to prove me insane, 
— m^, who have seen and suffered more than some scores of thenu 

1 should have gone to Clifton-street from the far-famed chapeU 
^^r Westminster-bridge ; but, knowing that the fulness of time was ' 
^t yet come for home, and having seen the police-officer turn in 
^hind me, as 1 came down stairs, 1 told my friend, that I should go 
■^way of the Strand, and thus be longer out of keeping, and, near 
^ point of turning from the Strand to Bow^street, the officer, as ex- 
P^P^d, came along-side, slipped his arm under mine, said 1 was his 
P^i^ner, and on we* walked to the public office witliout halting si 
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tnoment I did uot even ask for a sight of bis warrant for arrest^ 
thinking it could be read with greater ease within doors. Being 
seated in, a little room adjoining the Court> I immediately wrote to 
three friends in the neigh bourhood, acquainting them with ray situa^ 
tion. One was from ho^e, another declined assistance, and a third 
came like, lightning bringing with him two more for evidence aad 
bail. It is worth something to be thus circumstanced^ to try friends, 
^ud know the world aright. It is worth a great deal, fully to appre- 
ciate the force and feeling of the text, '' I was in prison and ye visited 
me'' Nothing is-more heart-sinking than to be deserted in prison ; 
nothing more delightful and cheering than to be there visited by 
friends ; for these are friends indeed ! (have had experience, bitter 
and sweety on both sides of the Atlantic ; and it will be ever the same. 
It is by such tests that I believe in the divinity of Scripture truths 
more than by miracles. 

At the examination, it was evident that the magistrate acted under 
instructions, and that my doom was fixed beforehand. When 1 put 
the important question to Sir George Tuthill, whether he believed it 
dangerous for me to be allowed to go abroad, the magistrate cut short 
the inquiry; said it was his duty to commit me, and that I must» at 
any rate, be confined for that night. He further refused to let me 
see the warrant of arrest, though it lay on the table ; and would not 
tell who was the prosecutor. He said he would give orders for my 
being treated like a gentleman in confinement, and that, next day, I 
mig|it be liberated, if he and others thought my bail sufficient. 

None of the newspaper reports of the examination were perfectly 
correct ; yet I cannot help noticing how very important it is for the 
public to have these, eyen with their faults. Arbitrary power would 
speedily lord it over us but for exposure : nor can we have any 
chance equal to that which arises from a competiton among people 
whose bread depends upon public favour; and who, from their libe-^ 
ral education, must generally be desirous of doing their duty faith- 
fully. I shall copy from the Morning Chronicle mid Morning 
Herald a question and answer, for illustration.. The CAromc/e re- 
ported thus ; ** Do you know of my using any incoherent expres- 
sions 1*' — " Yes, you did make use of^many incoherent expressions." 
1 — In the Herald it stood thus ; ** Was there any thing incoherent in 
my manner?'' — Witness, " Certainly not." The question is nearly 
correct in the Chronicle ; but the answer is quite the reverse of truth. 
In the Herald^ the word manner is substituted for the word /nn- 
guage; or, at least, by omitting this, which distorts or weakens the 
question ; but the answer is correct. The answer of the Chronicle 
might be very injurious to me, were a single individual to be my 
judge, and solely with that evidence : but the question could not be 
seriously agitated before the public without recurrence to more 
newspaper reports than one ; and the error of the Chronicle would be 
speedily corrected by perusing the Herald, 

About eleven o'clock at night (towards twelve), I was brought 
to thb place in a coach, with two police-officers. Mn Vickery, 
the Governor, said It was out of his, power to make me so com- 
fortable as he. could, wish that night; hut^ next day, I might have 



a room, with only a single person in company. He Siearched my 
pockets; took my razor and money into his keeping; (my little 
iTory-headed whip and penknife having been delivered up, a se- 
cond time, at Bow*8treet) ; and then conducted me through a long 
narrow passage, and up a lofty staircase, to the Infirmary, where 
one of eight stump-bedsteads was unoccupied, and ready for me. 
He cautioned me repeatedly to take care of my watch, and said 
I bad better give it into his keeping, as, in that place, he could 
ensure nothing. Being an old traveller, I thought I could keep 
possession for myself; and the recorder of time is always so much 
for company. (Neither the scene nor Jhe circumstances gave 
me the slightest uneasiness. The bed-clothes were clean ; a lamp 
cast its glimmering light over the ghastly abode ; and down I lay, 
musing on the course of events — on my sudden transition from State- 
apartments, ih the House 6f Commons, to the Infirmary of the House 
of Correction. . 

What, ffiy dear girls, could sustain my spirits, thus dealt with, and 
in such a situation, but a perfect conviction that I have acted right? 
•^atfd, let the world think as it may. In that conviction, I shall remain. 
Next day, 1 found myself much better off than first appearances indi- 
cated ; and I resolved to have a week in the Infirmary, before shift- 
ing to better quarters, where I now am. As to bail, seeing myself 
in the gripe of power, which could play fast and loose, I gave up 
all thoughts of it for the time;. and, indeed, enjoyed the novelties 
around me exceedingly. The Governor, from the beginning, was 
civil, and has become so, more and more ; while every other man 
with whom I have to do is studious to please and oblige me. I am 
treated here, besides, with unusual indulgencies. Be you, then, at 
ease, and I shall go on to amuse myself. . Give kisses for me to 
Helen and Cathsirine ; and remember me affectionately to^ Oliver 
when you write to him. I told you that I wished him to be a civil 
engineer ; that, some day or other, he may throw an iron bridge over 
Niagara river, just below where poor Nichol was killed. I wish to 
set before tny son-great and good ^objects for his ambition; and, 
both physically and morally, facilitating a free and friendly intercourse 
between Canada) and the United States would be a noble work. Had 
I been by profession a chimney-sweeper, I would have elevated my 
boy's ideas by giving him a fancy for cleaning the vents of Vesuvius 
and Etna. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. . 
Misses Jean and Jessey Gourhy. 

Published in the Morning Herald^ July 20, 1824. 
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No, 30. 

MIDDLESEX SESSIONS, JULY ?(J. 

(Before Francis Const y Etq.J 

Mr. Robert GoxXALa]?. 

At ten o'clock, this morning, the Chairman entojl^ed the Courts aiul 
Mr. Maule^ the Solicitor of the Treafury, &tood jfpon th^ berich and 
held a. private conversation Vfith him, which lasted for ten minutes or 
a quarter of an hour. We understand the/iibjecc of their conversation 
was the very peculiar situation of Mr.' Gmirlaj,. who stands committed 
upon the warrant of a justice without any^^ublic prosecutor; a circum- 
stance almost, if not entirely, unpreced^fted ii^be history of commit- 
tals -by police magistrates. Just as thdxonvlrsation terminated, Mr. 
' Gourlay entered the Court, in the custody of vickeiy, the Governor of 
the House of Correction. Mr. Gourlay, who appeared in good health, 
walked up to the bench, and handed to the Chairman a written paper, 
which that gentleman read privately. It was a document of very 
considerable length, and we understo'od that it contained a succinct, 
narrative of the circumstances which had taken place, as affecting Mr. 
Gourlay, from the time of his assaulting Mr. Brougham ; his .examina- 
tion at Bow-street; his committal by Mr. Halls, the magistrate; and 
his arrival at the House of Correction ; an,d it concluded by calling 
upon the Court to dismiss him from his confinement, which he pro| 
nounced to be unjust and illegal. 

Chairman. This paper, Mr. Gourlay, is like a former one which 
was presented to me, of no use whatever. This Court cannot possibjy 
have cognizance of what you allege has taken place. ' You were com- 
mitted to prisoi) under the authority of a magistrate's warrant, and 
the Court cannot do any thing to relieve you, unless you make an ap- 
plication for your discharge, on the ground th^t no person appears here 
to support any charge against you. 

Mr.Boltand (to the Chairman). Sir, I beg leave to stale to the Court 
that, if Mr. Gourlay makes an application to be discharged, I am pre- 
pared to oppose it. 

Chairman. I did not know that counsel was engaged^ 
r Mr* Gourlay (to Mr. Holland). Pray, sir, will you be so kind as to 
inform me for whom you appear to oppose ray discharge ? 

Mr, Bolland. I appear on the part of the crown. 

Mr, Gourlay. The crdwn ! the Secrietary of State, 1 suppose, you 
mean, sir. Isitrfotso? 

Mr. Bolland, I received my brief from Mr. M^ule, the solicitor to 

the Treasury ; and it is my duty to see that the provisions of the Act of 

39 and 40 George III. c. 9^9 sec. 3, are complied with; and it may 

be well that the clause in the act I have referred to should be now 

^ read. 

Mr, Richards f clerk to^ the arraigns, then read the clause, which 
stated that persons who had been committed upon the warrant of a 
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justice of the peace, on the ground of insanity, should remain iif 
custody until they put in good and sufficient bail. 

Chairman m The Coin*t, Mr, Gourlay, have the power tp accept bail, 
if such is your application. 

Mr, Gourlay. I do not apply to put in bail. I now stand here 
ready to take my trial, if there is any charge against me/ or any pro- 
secutor. 

' Chairman. I tell you that if no one appears to prefer a* charge against 
youy that yon are entitled to your discharge from custody on putting in 
go«d and sufficient bail. Your committal I consider to be in the nature 
of an execution ; and therefore, you are not entitled to yoi!kr discharge 
on a general gaol-delivery, as a matter of course. You are committed 
under a particular act of parliament, the provisions of which must be 
complied with« &nd you must put in bail. 

Mr. Gourlay, Mr. Chairman, I beg leave, respectfully, to differ with 
you in that opinion; though I must submit to-what is the decision of 
your superior legal knowledge. I have remained in confinement a very 
long period, without an accuser, and I do not see how bail can noiv be 
required of me. My honour, Mr. Chairman, is deepjjf concerned, and 
I am most anxious to have a public trial, that I may set the matter at 
rest, and show the baseness and falsehood of the imputations which 
have been cast upon me. I have been most cruelly, and, I copceive, 
illegally treated,, as the warrant upon which I was committed I believe 
to be an illegal instrument. 

. Chairman* Mr. Bolland, what course do yoii intend to take in this 
matter ? 

Mr, Bolland. I have but one straight-forward course, and that is 
to oppose the discharge of that gentleman, unless he puts in good 
bail. 

Chairman, . I do not know what course to recommend; but I would 
advise Mr. Gourlay to go before a judge, and apply for his discharge, 
on the ground of th^ iUegality of the warrant on which he was com- 
tnitted ; and,' I am sure* if the warrant be illegal, the judge would 
instantly set him at liberty, which I have not the power to do without 
his giving satisfactory bail. 

Mr. Gourlay, I should, in my person, be establishing a most dan* 
^erous precedent, if I wefe, merely for the sake of my own personal 
liberty, to put in bail now. I \vould rather remain in prison than con- 
sent Jo be a party to such a gross violation of the liberty of the subject. 
There is no charge against me-that can be proved, and why should I 
be detained in custody ? . 

Chairman, Under the act of parliament upon which you were 
committed, I do not think I can discharge you wkhouf your giving 
bail. 

Mr, Gourlay, I have already most cruelly suffered, and I am ready 
to suffer more, rather than the rights of the public should be compro- 
mised through me. I should, as a matter of curiosity merely, be glad 
to know what bail is required by those who oppose my discharge out of 
cstody. 

Qmrman. I should not call upon you for heavy bail ; but as you 
wk only, as you say, for the gratification of mere curiosity, what bail 



weuU be jacoepited by the Court, I do not feel disposed to gratify yonv 
curiosity by mentionii^ «ny particuW Bum. It will be quite tune 
enough to state the sum when your sureties iire in attendance. 

Mr. C. Phillips conversed with Mr. Gourlay, and strongly recom* 
mended him to put in bail, and obtain his liberty. He told him it 
was for the sake of his family ahd friends that he advised him to do so. 
Mr. Gourlay thanked Mr. Phillips for his kind advice and said, '* no, 
sir^ my mind. is made up on the subject : I cannot do an act that may 
be conceived by any persons to be ao admission of the truth of the 
impudent insinuations which have been made as to the state of my 
mind. I do not like to be considered an insane man. I will, however, 
consider the Course I ought to adopt. All I wish is that I may be 
brought to an open and fair trial ; and I would cheerfully rest upon its 
issue. I wish to know, addressing himself to Mr. Holland, if the Se- 
cretary of State has any intention of becoming my proseputor ? 
- Mr. BoUand. My instructions are contained in my brief: I only 
attend to see that the provisions of the act of parliament are complied 
with. 

Chairman* You are only detained in custody till you put in bail. I 
shall not object to take moderate bail, if you off#r it. You are pro- 
ceeded against upon a statute, and the Court is bound to act according 
to its enactments. 

Mr. Gourlay (very wannly). I only want a fair trial : gjve me a fair 
trial (in great agitation). I differ with you all in opinion; I differ with 
yoil entirely : I will not yield to such terms : I am ready to go back to 
prison rather than compromise myself. - ' 

Chairman. I have nothing whatever to do with it: it ifirnot in my 
power to interfere ; 1 repeat again that, as you were committed under 
a particular statute, you must comply with the terms of it before you 
can |)e set at liberty* I am ready to accept your-bail^ and that is all 
the Court has the power of doing for you. 

Mr. Gourlay. I request that the act -of parlisypnent may be shown 
to me* (The act was handed to him, and he read it, and declared that, 
in his opinion, not one of the clauses applied to him). 

Mr. Curwoody who vvas in the court, humanely observed to Mr. 
Gourlay, that ^, magistrate ought i^ot, upon the application of any per- 
sons whatsoever, to comipit any individual to prison under that statute, 
unless the insanity of the person was proved before him beyond all 
doubt; and he strongly advised Mr. Gourlay to apply to a judge for a 
iabeas corpus^ to bring him up to be examined; and he felt confident 
the judge would set him at-Iiberiy. 

Mr. Gourlay. If this act is enforced against me, no man's liberty Is 
- safe for a moment; and, if pobr^he bat no means of obtaining redress 
for any outrage that may be inflicted upon him. A justice of the 
peace has the povver to commit dny individual he pleases-, and to make 
insanity his excuse for it. It is* a povver the most monstrous I ever 
heard of, and I will not submit to it. ' 

Chairman. As you have asked wha.t bail the Cour^ will require, I 
de6m it but fair to acquaint you, the^ Court will be satisfied with 
yourself in the sum of £900, a^d two sureties in c£lOO each. If you 
have friends who will enter into that security, you may take your 
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discharge instantly ; or, as. this is the last day of the Session, you may 
take time to consider, and make the application to. put in your bail on 
the adjournment day, which is next week. 

Mr, Gow^iaif, It is not at, all probable I shall. ask the/avour of any 
one to bail me. I am determined to weather it out^ whatever may be 
the issue. - . ' . 

Chairman. I can do ho more for you. 

Mr, Gourlay then bowed to the Court, and returned, in the custody 
of the officer, to the House of Correction. 

Retracted from the Morning Chronicle, July 21, 18 24. 
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The next piece of — what we hardly know- oppression, or cruelty, 
which has been displayed is the case of Mr. Gourlay. Mr. Gourlay, 
at the suit of Government, has been committed lo Cold-Bath-Fields' 
prisorf ybr ^twg niad^ which he is 7iot, No man ever said Mr. Gotfrlay 
was mad till now : we have always opposed him whije he was at liberty, 
because we dislike his political principles, and had enough evidence, in 
his conduct in Canada, to pronounce ^im a troublesome person. At 
ihattirae, nobody said he was mad — the opposition papers praised him to 
the skies; he was |he theme for thcir^ essays— the burden of their 
songs; but now, not one of these worthies espouses his cause — not one 
of them utters a complaint at his present treatment. 

Mr. Gourlay ha« been sentenced to madness by Dr. Munro and Dr. - 
Tulhill, and, therefore, he is to be confined in Cold-Bath-Fieids' prison, 
until he comes to hi^ senses again, or can find bail ; and this we find is 
law, and that the Government can confine any man alleged to 
bemad in a similar manner — a fact of which we were certainly not 
previously aware ; but what is the real meaning of the thing? Mr. 
Gourlay horsewhipped Mr. Brougham. In order to make the thing 
^asy and favourable to that honouiahle and learned gentleman, the 
opposition consent to abandon poor Gourlay to his fate ; and, in order 
to show a spirit of liberality and conciliation, the GoveruTnent, oh the 
other hand, insist upon their right to incarcerate him. 

Mr. Gourlay has forwarded to us a memorial^ addressed to the ma- 
gistrates, full of power and truth, but conlainfrig too much irrelevant 
waiter, and occupying too much space to be inserted here. We ask, 
however, in his words, *• Why shculd he he twice punished for the same 
(fence f The House of Commons, as it became its dignity, inflicted a 
pumshment, not (or horsewhipping Mr. Brougham, but for creating a 
iiJ5turbar.ce in the precincts of their Honourable House : while in con- 
niiemcnt iheie, Mr. .Gourlay was visited by doctors froni Bedlam, to 
^certain whether he was mad, which qo human being before ever had 
said he was. They report that he i* uMk^, and hints are given to 
him ihat he may walk out whenever, he pleases. These he very pro- 
perly rejects, anU stays in custody as long as the power which com- 
"iitted him exists. He then is necessarily and legally discharged from 
confinement, and is walking quietly along the Strand, when he is again 
apprehended, and sent to Cold-Bath- FieldsybraM assault. The honour- 
Able and learned gentleman, who must be the prosecutor, we suppose, 



43ioc% not appear, end then^ instcMJd ^f bein^ di^clitit-geii» the Oovemtuent 
t8end their solicStot to enforce his farihet iknprisotiment, becftds^ htin 
declared by two doctors to be mad. * ■ ' 

We suppose it is constitutional; but if Mr. Maitie were to visit the 
ntimeroas assemblies in London, duritig this hot weathef, and exert the 
power delegated to him of committing to the House of Correction a(l 
such ladies and gentlemen as were aiccotthted lAad, atld were unable to 
disprove the fact of being so, 

<"TwoaId ihm the town, 

" Sach autohers to send * i^ 

'« To OeW-Bftth-t'ields." 

This would be maiding the liberty of the subject indeed. 

Extract^ from John Bull, July 25, 1&24. 
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H^use rfCorrectwfif Cold- Bath-Fields, Jtdy 33, 18124. 

•My toEAR Daughters, 

The blockheads have turned out more blackguard than wasexpeded; 
<but, wfth princrple and patience, tve shatt beat them certaitily^ Yes; 
icertaitily and soundly^ All the world over, honesty was, and ever will 
4>e, the tfest policy. Besides, some nineteen months ago, a smuggler 
advi&ed me to " do nothing in a hurry :" and, from all experience, I would 
leather follow the advice of a smuggler; evtn though an earl, than a 
4awyer^ however cdebrated. 

Yesferday, onr Governor called upon me, at faalf>past nine, to say that 
I should be ready to go'with him before the magistrates in session, at 
dferkenw'ell, by ten o*clock : that the doctors were to be there;' and 
•that we should not be behind the doctors. He, and others, informed 
aife that Mr. 'Const, Chairman of the Sessions, was at once a lawyer 
mA <a gentleman — a rare conjunction, supposing that a gentleman should 
Im honesft; which, nry dear girls, notwithstanding eppearances, 1 am 
^eved to say, is not al ways' the case. Mr. Const, in his conduct to 
me, fully veri6ed what was said of him; and thence I infer he has 
Tetired from the bat'; for, on my father's authority, (and he practised as 
it Writer, after apprenticeship, more than a dozen years in Edinburgh,) 
to say 'notlntig of nry own dear-bought experience, I believe it to be 
impossible for any practitioner of law to be honest. ** Evil into the 
'feind of '/orrj/^fr* comes and goes so undburved that they themselves, 
good ^oiik! perceive it not." My father, being by nature as pure a spirit 
'asT'ever walked on earth, betook himself to farming in the prhne of life, 
land -with good prospects, because he could not continue his law-busi* 
Hess 'and be an honest man. Por a similar reason, 1 guess, he kept me 
1)ack from being a writer to thfe signet, after I had a smack of Scotch 
law from ihtUps of Professor Hume, in I79f* 

The Morning Chronicle has so faithfully reported prck^dings before 
tlie 'worshipful tench that lliave nothing to correct, and but little to 
ttM^ A few more reports of the same kind will make J.ohn Bull rub 
hts eyes, «nd lookn^ore keen^ly into the statute-book' than he has hitherto 
done,'— honest, conceited iot in! who,iVora his cradle, haf bawled about 
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liberty^ and thought all vm^ ^fe whao. the kal^s corpus act was m\ 
suspended 1 After heiug Xw'iae tried and lionoucably acquitted frotQ 
false charges, in Upper Canada, I was flung into gaol, under colour o^ 
an alien Tj^w^ by two. legi^ative councillors, one of tbeni our right 
trusty cojusin and a lawyer, . After mofe than a montlj'Sv confinement^ 
I travelled uinety mile^, tbi^Ugh the snow, to be liberated^ in n^y right 
ef bakeas caroms; but back Vff^ 1 remanded, by the chief justice, to gaol> 
there to jeixtain seven iponths. longer; and« at last, after being stidedl^ 
was flung out of the Province, (where I had, and still have, landed p.ro7 
perty of my own free purchase,) like a pot of spoiled jelly. Three years 
ago, I reviewed the statute-book of Upper Canada, and fully appreciated 
the worth of written law, as now got up by learned friends^ at h'oinp 
aod abroad. Last year, I turned over the Statutes at large^ from tjEie 
reign of Edward ill. to that of George IV. read every enactpent pon** 
cerning the poor, vagrants, and so forth; extracted the majn part of 
the poor laws, Scotch as well as English, and made up my ipind th^t, 
from the Statute of Labourers downwards, the whole yvas a roatchlei^ 
and monstrous compound of rascality and folly ; clearly proving tha^t 
the devil was in the lawyers who made it; that the pqor had not a, 
single friend at his court; and that John Bull was the greatest of gtnt'^^. 
It is curious thatJL should have been twice caught in the pit-falls of 
statute law; but nevermind, my dear lassies, all is tV^r the beistt, an^l 
will turn out so if we stick by principle and have patience. In Canada, 
J could have had the ,gaol pulled do>vn for my deliverancje : several 
parties made propasals for .this, and among them a magistrate. No, 
said I, while there is a tile over my head, I sbaU vvait fyr justice; and, 
notwithstanding the woful event, I regret nothing, ha^it)g gained such 
valuable experience, and be.come assured as to the >;as,t importance o^f 
•having our whole code of Jaw digested by honest naen, without a single ^ 
lawyer among them, to discard jprinciple, Jumble judgenient, an^ con- 
found comni^on sense. Last winter, I stumbled on Ajlr. Jeremy J^'en- 
'tham's papers on codification: admired some of his notions : didpyseJf 
the honour to wish him success; but, almost lis hopejjessof any tiipg 
.being done as I am of again. reading Greek and ^^IJn, l^explajii^ed^in ^ 
^rap that has hung ^bout ^e fo;r 30 years, ** liv^icjus eipcitU d^urft 
depluat amnis/' vihifh dpesjxot mef^n that j^lr. Bentlia)n is Fu^ticatejl ; 
but something like this, that ** procrastii^aijon js the thief of time ;.^jand 
that Mr. Bentharo, though a hater of lawyers, has, from beinjg.bred one,, 
lucked in as njuch of the profession as. to give him a taste fo^ ^^lay. 

What Doctors Monro and Sir George Juihill were atClerkepvv^U for 
I cannot yet tie sure; but, when the Cro>^n has once poiinced uppn ^a 
victina— when the Solicitor for the Tr;eas^^,ry and cpu^nsel are emptpyejl 
to.attend to see that the st^atute of 39 and 40 George 111. is iiul^" 
.executed, we cannot wonder that medical men should wait 911, t,o ca/ry 
off the insane to Bedlam, or seize the carcass for a skeleton, to Be hung 
up as a scarecrow. against Friends , to inquiry,. And all sycfb gs are 
"gj'reii.^octoge,*' throughput the world. 

My walk to and from Clerkenwell, with Mr. Vickery, and after thr^e 

weeks' xionfinenient .was of itself pleasant ; but the pleasantest thing of 

.yester^y was my coming to know,, certainly, that Mr. Peel was the 

person whd most especially desireid that I should be made over to the 
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custody of His Majesty, in terms of the 39 and 40 George III. You 
will remember thai the last day I spent with you in Edinburgh, the 1st. 
of May, I read to you and grandmamma, after dinner, a jelter which 
I had scrolled over in the forenoon— a letter to the King (Appendix A, 
15). When the King was in Edinburgh, I wrote to His Majesty from 
London; and my letter was presented ty Mr. Peel (Appendix A, 8). 
In that letter, I concluded with praying that " the day might be late 
when confidence was misplaced in a Scotsman ;'' but Mr. Peel wrote lo 
me that the King had referred my letter to the Colonial Department, 
and otFl went, for consolation, to flint cracking. As His Majesty would 
not, while he himself stood upon Scottish ground, frankly, and at once 
grant my wishes, I had hope, when I wrote to him a second time, and 
from Scotland, that all would be readily granted. I wrote my second 
letter to the King in the house where my eldest daughter drew her first 
breath — I wrote in behalf of my bon6ur; I wrote lo get back to a 
country where I am still the owner of 866 acres of land ; I wrote in 
the high iiope of laying open, for an inheritance to the poor of England, 
that vast eoiiq try, which extends from the St. Lawrence to the Pole; 1 
wrote what 1 fondly imagined lo be a good letter to be laid before His* 
Majesty — respectful, dignified, frank, and perspicuous, having appended 
to it a map of British America, lined out for settlement, and a sketcti 
of the village of Wily, with cottages as they should be. This letter 
was not despatched for ten days after it was written. It was read to 
many sensible people, who thought well of it; lind I really expected, 
before the end of May, to be received into 'His Majesty's confitience; 
nay, when 1 came up to London, apd found that J had gained our cause 
in the House of Lords, 1 became sanguine; I thought that now, at last, 
our trials were over; I thought that 1 should now have the royal favour, 
and have a fair hearing as to my plans of poor law reform^ and emigra- 
iion connected with it: — that now my children and myself should have 
peace and prosperity — npw, after fifteen years of persecution — now, after 
■seven years of separation, we should be re-united and happy as in times 
past. My second^ letter was really laid before the King — at least so 
the secretary of Mr. Peel informed, me; but Mr. Peel himself said, in 
the House of Commons, on the 11th of June, thai 1 had written a 
letter which no rational man would write. Mr. Peel, to whom 1 had 
always been respectful — Mr. Peel, of whom I had a good opinion— Mr. 
Peel, who was once called by me ** the best of the ministry." — Oh ! there 
is something mysterious in it — something that wants air; so let me pull 
iJp my window and look for a while over the charming prospect, which 
I and the gentlemen who occupy the state-apartmfents here tnay enjoy 
from the rising of the sun till his going down. It is really a delightful 
prospect ahd worthy of description. Won'ld I had the d^criptive 
powers of Caliban Cobbetttodo it justice I I shall try, poor as mine are, 
for nothing can be done without trial ; and that the picturesque is to be 
found in London is a truth which should be. known. Let me look 
well to it; but first close this epistle, and bid God bless all ray dear 
children. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
Published in the Morning Herald, July 26, 1824. 
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No. 27. 

LIFE. IN LONDON. 

House of CorretHon^ Cold^Bath-Fields, 
' London, July 21, 1824. 

Wben I last %vrote to my four dear girU, under cover of a frauk, 
each )vas addressed sefrarately; now, you must be altogether in a 
buncii with our friends in DwufrieAhire ; and in a bunch you shaH be 
addressed. Jeanie tells me, in her letter of the 2d in&t. that she has 
been '' already at the top of most of the hiiU round ;" and Jessey 
«peaks of the " many fine views." This gives double assurance that 
they are growing up daughters of ''own dear papa/' as each in turn 
has called me. Where're I roam, the tops of towers and hills have 
been my delight : from thence we can see things all at once, and 
form just conceptions : from thence we have wide and commanding 
prospects ; and, from such prospects, our every idea in life Becomes 
liberal and enlarged. 

' The first autumn after I studied in Edinburgh, your grandfather, 
in his goodness, sent me to the Highlands a grouse-shooting, with 
leave to sport on the Duke of Athol's estate, license from the King, 
horse, dog and gun. Trhly, the grouse were right costly ; at least, ten 
guineas the brace, but withal not ruinous, for one brace and a half only 
were slain, ,after two weeks' sharp shooting ; which, by the way, should 
be some heartening to those who would meet me now-a-days. On a 
(lecond campaign to the Highlands it^as still worse, for 1 then bagged 
ouly a brace. The truth is, I used to scamper to the mountain-tops, 
gaze on tjie giant shadows which fieeted along their ample-sides and 
brushed the blooming heather, more to the heroic tune of Ossian 
than with bloody intent. 1 dare say, you can seeSkiddaw, in Cumber- 
laud, from some of your Dumfrieshire-hills. It rises 3,300 feet 
above the level of the sea; and, just four-and-twenty years ago, I spent 
a night on its summit, all alone, to have the pleasure of seeing from 
thence the sun set alid riae again. My wishes were gratified, truly 
and literally, in a high stile; while the full moon made it almost as 
light as day between times. It was quite a fairy scene, with the finest 
fairy light, iind I yet see in imagination Derwent-water apd another 
lake shining like mirrors far beneath me, with big bulging clouds 
floating half-way down, and beautifully illumined with Luna's rays. . 
About one o'clock of the morning, I invoked witehes, but none came, 
though called upon ; if not in the sl\ape of curlews, which now and 
then approached me with a screech, and this has left behind no dread 
of witches. 

I wish you were here, Oliver and all, to sit witti me in the balcony 
which is close by my room-door, and from which we could enjoy the 
charming picturesque scene spoken of in my last to Jeanie and Jessey. 
Tlie balcony admits only of four gentlemen sitting at ease in it ; but 

-, I and my five younkers could pack together famously. There are 
four state-rooms here, two above two, and each' pair has a balcony. 
1 lodge in one of the higher rooms, the best of the four; and it is 
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really enchanting to pop out, now and then, to refresh in the balcony. 
The rooms are 14 feet by 8i W)4 ^Qhf ^^°> ^^^^ ^ ceiling: each has 
two large windows, looking to the north-west, so far as Haropsteaid and 
Higbgate, with a fire-place in the corner, behind the door when it is 
ofien ; and, aboTiB the fiie-plaee, are two shelves for my crockery, &C 
Three of the room^ juscommbdate one person each; and by act of par* 
liament, tl^ey say, no more should be put into them. I, however, 
share with a feilow^prisoner ; but, as be is sensible and obliging, have 
no reason to complain. He has the worst of it ; for, as I geuerally 
get up soon after four o'clock in the morning, his dreams are, of course, 
distuibed, even though I make as little noise as possible. In so small 
a room, with two beds, there cannot be much spare space, but there 
is enough for a table, two chairs, bason-stand, and trunk. Then, 
what want we more, my dear girls } 

My chum was incarcerated, eighteen months ago, for selling what 
are «called blasphemous publications ; but you must not, for that, 
think the worse of him, seeing that Christ himself was accused of blas- 
phemy : it is a scandal which power, leagued with cowardice and hypo- 
crisy, h»tts ever resorted to ; and, it is to be hoped, that our government 
will soon, even from good policy, take no further notice of it. It is 
necessary^ pnly to travel through the United States of America to be 
assured that neither religion nor government can suffer from any thing 
of the kind: there, no prosecution is ever instituted against blas- 
phemy or libel on government : there, the government remains stead- 
fast, regardle:ss of libel: there, religion is gaining ground, even with 
too rapid strides; and there, manners are becoming refined, to .the 
shame and uprooting of blasphemy. Carlisle never could have made 
salt to his kail by the sale of blaspJiemous publications but for the 
silly and vindictive prosecutions of him and his shopmen. My chum, 
who was one of them, 'seems sensible of this; and, for my part, 1 am at 
a loss to decide betwien Carlisle and his enemies: I wish him to gain 
the battle against pe rsecution ; but dislike flying in the face of reli- 
gious feeling of any kind ; and Would wish to see men come round 
gradually from one < opinion to another on the most important of all 
subjects. I wish the pot to boil, but not.to boil over, and put out the 
fire, so as to stink u s out of the house with its frothy irruptions and 
its dirt. 

Mr, Tunbridge, for that is the name of my fellow-prisoner, was 
hired in as a warehouseman to Mr. Carlisle, and did not expect to be 
made answerable for bis employer's transactions in business. On trial, 
be behaved manfully : would not flinch from his principles; and, for 
that reason, was sentenced to- two years' confinement, with a fine of 
£100 to boot; while others, since convicted, on the self-same charge, 
had only six monthfi' imprisonment, and are now at large. There is 
not a person in, this ^louse that does not speak well of Mr. Tunbridge ; 
but, so it is, that hn is thus shut up from doing good- to himself and 
his fellow men,' in the prime of life, and with a fine to. pay -which 
he cannot possibly discharge by his own best efforts. What a 
wretched thing is persecution"^! how unfeeling are men ip power! 
and bow regardless is the multitode I persecution invariably pro- 
ceeds in tfaie inverse ratio — more iEind more cruel, as it is more and 
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more unjust. Iglioiiihce is th^ ghind pillar whioii sopftorts it i tLmd, 
verily, it faas its reward. There aire these poor benighted- creattireft 
of Upper Canada, whose own Representatives, freely chosen, e%^n* 
guished the right of the people in that fine country to hold emt* 
veations from mere dread of my influence-^-^nae, who had the ptiresl 
views, and the sineeresl wiahes for their welfare. While I was 
in Connecticut » in 1818^ the constitution of that atate was newsmen 
delled by a convention, without the slightest bustle ; and, in the same 
way, the State of New Vork' has %ince had its constitution improved. 
Governments should be made like clocks, capable 6f being taken 
down, cleaned,' and put up again, at pleasure, with ease and saftrty* 
Conventions should be chosen for this, and would be, but for *^ the 
madness 0f the peaph,'' which the bible speaks, of. J cannot conceive 
what the blockheads would be at who run down the bible ; were it , 
not the word of God, it would still be the politician's best manual: I 
never find it at fault ; and, the more I read it^ the more I discover^ 
wonder, and admire. Can this be among **the principie/' which 
my /rieii<if John Bull ** dislikes?'' He dislikes cant and hypocrisy: 
so do I. He laughs at humbug, and jeers at ^'morb humbug:'* 
well, well ; but what principles of mine does he dislike 1 If John is 
honest, he will tell; and you, my dear girls, shal) then know with all 
my heart. 

Religion, in my humble opinion, should have nothing to do with 
politics ; or, to please Mr. M'Culloch, call it political economy. Re- 
ligion should rest entirely between the individual and his God, and 
should renounce conventions, not only as unnecessary but below its 
dignity. Political economy regards those matters which connect man 
with man; and all men should meet in convention to order aright; 
for, if the interests of all men are not taken care of by all, jointly and 
severally, some interests will preponderate and crush other some. 
Connecticut, the first of the United States which purified its constito- 
tion, b,y means of a convention, gave woful proof of the mischief 
of mixing up religion with politics. During the l&te war between 
England and America, a parcel of hypocrites, significantly termed by 
Cobbett, the Cossack. priesthood, got together the Hertford conven- 
tion, to thwart the measures of the federal government, and palsied 
the arm which, otherwise, would easily have taken Canada from £og- 
^ land. It is well that it was so ; for Jonathan was quite wrong in 
that affair ; but no thanks are due to animals who are ever at war with 
nature and common sense. In the end, all will work together for good^ 
In this erase, Jonathan got a moral lesson : Canada remains, I hope, to 
be peopled with the redundant stock of England ; and the Cossacks ^ 
are no more in power, to direct the cabals pf New England, keep alive 
blue laws in Connecticut, and disgrace true religion with cant and 
hypocrisy. ^ 

A few days ago, I received, ifrom Upper Canada, a packet of printed 
papers, wbtcfa some atupid person-bad put into the Bristol post-office, 
instead of sending by coach : it thus cost mels, 6d. instead of 1<. 6d,i 
but was worth all the money, inasmuch as the papers inform me of the 
mis-management of the Kingston Iknk, and the blackguardism whidi 
has been going on m tbat most blackguard piaee. Had my measuree 
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)>een followed out, for which rcalled, and held, the convention of 
Friends to Inquiry, Upper Canada would l^y this time have been the 
most flourishing spot on the habitable globe. The poor ignorant inha- 
bitants ar^ now wrangling about the Union of the Canadas, when, in 
fapt, these provinces should be confederated with New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland, for general good, 
while each retaiiied its localgovernment, as is the case with the United 
States^. 

I found it impossible to describcmy beautiful view: went out to 
the4>a]cony to sketch it for you with a pencil ; but, losing patience 
with my own clumsy efforts, sat down and wrote to three painters to 
come and try their hands at it. Should any one of these painters come 
to my aid, I may then, my dear girls, enclose a picture in my next 
sheets which will at once instruct and charm you. Good night and joy. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
To Misses Jean, Janet, Helen, and 
• Catherine Gourlay. 

Published in the Morning Herald, July 29, 1824. 

No. 28. 
LIFE IN LONDON. 

House of Correction^ Cold-Bath- Fields, July 30, 1824. 

'' You may call spirits from' the vasty deep ; but, will they come 
when you call them 1 *' Truly, 1 doubt it : and I even doubt if any 
of my friends the painters will come. Twenty years ago, I proposed 
a public subscription for sending one of tbeni to Italy ; but it was 
better ordered. Another was. employed by me, three years ago, to 
sketch the most beautiful and sublime scene upon earth ; while I sug- 
, g^sted that his son should go abroad, and bring home a picture of it 
for exhibition as a panorama. The third was, then, apprentice where 
I had plans drawn for settlement in the wilderness of Canada ; the 
most important object, though yet totally neglect ed^ of political eco- 
nomy. On the evening pf the balloon adjournment, this young Wtist 
accosted me on Waterloo-bridge : 1 afterward! admired some pret- - 
tily-ornamented plans in his shop-window: called another day to have 
one of the village of Wily, to replace what was given to his Majesty ; 
but my friend was from home ; and here am I, shockingly in the 
want of a wishing-cap. It would, I am convinced, pay to come here 
and take a sketch,~a sketch of the picturesque in L,ondon ; and, that 
being the best argument for coming, I shall push on the speculation 
among the painters by enumerating objects for the pencil. 

First, we have a bird's-eye view of ^ court-yard, 36 feet by 24, 
overhung by the balcony. U is well-paved, and, being walled to 
great height, on three sides, makes good shift for a tennis-court. 
This was once the utmost range of prisoners in the state-apartments; 
but times are changed, and we are.liappily changed in them, having 
liberal egress from the court to the garden. How thankful would l" 
have been even for a court, whi^n clo^d up, duHng the stifling heat 
of the Canadian summer, within Niagtira Jail, 4>y a door 10 inches 
thick, while my friends, even lawyers and magistrates, were excluded 
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by ordei^ of a sniotly Goveraor, whose bonourabie and rercrend cotrn^ 
cilior and counsellor is now at home ! How thankful for half of it, 
would poor wretches have been who were ten times worse lodged 
than me, in that infernal Jail, so fair without, but, within, so horri- 
ble!! Talk of Missionary Smith! — talk of a weak and ephfmeral 
enthusiast pinin«; and perishing in a garret, after being condemned to 
death on jury trial; and I will tell ybu of men who were shut up for 
ten months before irm\ ;-^men found, at last, by jury trial, to be inno- 
cent! I will tell you that these innocent men had, in Niagara Jail, 
holes to lodge in thus long before trial, — holes uufit (or the habi* 
tation of swine, — holes which you could not approach without risk 
of suffocation,— holes from which I have seen the stoutest young 
men corae forth pale, and feeble, and stagi^ering ! Yes, and when 
told of this, ^hink of me, your father, a living witness, — me, who 
have lived out storms which would have sunk the feeble Missionary 
to the bottom ten times over — the most dreadful storms of adversity 
tnd persecution ! — me, who have combatted even against a desire 
to die, — me, who lived in London, year after year, infinitely 
worse off than now, and intent only on getting a hearing from 
parliamerit on the monstrous abuses of Colonial Government.. — Think 
of me, having witnesses in town ready to pn'Jve how horribly 1 was 
treated abroad and to substantiate the above av/?rments: — think of 
a lawyer engaging to plead my cause, and that of the public, after 
having my prayer worded to his liking ! — think of this Jauyer keep- 
ing up my petition day after day, and week after week, and month 
after mouth, while I hung on in anxious solicitude !— think of him 
detaining me till the moment when ho)3e was wound up to the utmost; 
and then flying off, in a pet, after circuit-fees!! — think' of this 
lawyer, who in heart, if he has one, despises fanaticism ; — think of 
hioi, set on with the popular howl, and puffed up with vanity, un- 
loosening his tongue against injustice, and tyranny, and murdt^r, 
when he knew full well thai it was all to no avail! — think of him 
coming awake over a putrid^ carcasjc, to deafen St. Stephen's and 
astound the million, when the sacred claims of the living were for- 
gotten ! — think of him, after deserting duty, — after betraying 
plighted faith, — after making shipwreck of the, best opportunity for 
adyaociiig reason, common sense, and utility ; — think of hini,^who had 
written on colonial policy, — him, who had talked of drops of blood, 
— him, who had accused a minister of tergiversation, deserting the 
glorious cause of colonial reform, at a moment the most inviting^,' 
andj at last, pouring forth his strength for less than nothing;und 
vanilj ! 1 1 — Oh! think of it, my youngest daughter, and answer this 
question from the shorter catechism, " what does every sin deserve ?*' 
What! if Westminster Divines tell you to say ** Ciod's wrath and 
curse.?'' where was the mighty harm in me, your father, inflicting, in 
^ place where uo riot could ensue, and when breach of privilege was 
unthought of, a gentle horsewhipping, in forma pauperis, and, as a 
•uere remembrancer, on a canter about colonial policy— ajawyel*, who 
Would freeze the liquid and warm blood drops of, Russia, — a thing 
which can only frigliten with its noise and its oratory? Ha ! ha ! ha! 
w me again look out of my window : let me forget mankind, 
*tid feast my eyes on the beauties of the material world ! Let mc 
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go on to enumerate that the piiinters niay )iave fiprcfitahk job, while 
I remain here^ untried and imprisoned, after the last day of the gene- 
ral gaol delivery ! ! ! 

It is a fine evening ; but, at five o'clock of a sunny morning, the 
view from my window is most fresh and enchanting. 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 

Sent to the Morfiing Herald, bttt hot published. 
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CONFINClMENT OF MR. GOURLAY. 

The case of this unfortunate person presents a monstrous anomaly. 
The charge upon which he was originally committed from Bow-street 
was not for an assault, but on the oaths of two eminent physicians, who 
•wore to a belief of his insanity. Mr. Gourlay is, therefore, detained on 
the oath of two persons who believe him insane, and (as it is alleged) 
under the provision of a statute, which requires bail before he can be 
liberated !— Bail for a madman ! — what absurdity ! If Mr. Gourlay is 
uot compos mentis — a subject which we are not able to decide, who 
will become bail for his keeping the peace f 

JTo require a lunatic to find bail on. a charge of insanity is a more 
preposterous thing than to ask X Parkins to cease making himself 
appear ridiculous. If ^r. Gourlay be unfit to have his liberty, let a 
proper inquiry and investigation into his state of mind take place ; but 
let not an Englishman, \yho, at present, (so .far as legal decision has 
gone,) has only been proved to possess extreme excitement and irrita- 
tion — let not, we say, any man be immured in a gaol unconstilutjon* 
ally and illegally. 

. Extracted from the Sundaj/ Monitor ^ August I, 1824. 
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LIFE IN LONDON. ' 

House of Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields, July ^t, 1824« 

It was twenty minutes past four o'clock this morning before I 
started from bed. I lay awake half an hour, and we should not lay 
awake in 'the morning for a single instant. On thai instant, perhaps, 
the fate of the day may turn ; and a hundred to one ^t will turn out 
best to start within the instant. It would be well to adhere to John 
We^y's riile, and get up precisely at four, winter as well as summer. 
It was the making of John and all his thriving methodists ; — it was 
the making of Howard, who, in this, followed his example ; 
and, as with God nothing shall be impossible, it may be the making 
of me, however hopeless, if I abide by it onward from the present 
day. I trust you have not been forgetiiil of my injunctions, two years 
ago, to rise early^ and walk out, when the weather is fine, before break- 
fast. If you have been forgetful, read over again my letter of that 
time, and rigidly observe ib rules. 1 do not wish you to be metho- 
dists in all things, but in early rising you cannot be too methodical. 
Obey my orders in getting up, and go to bed when you please. 
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• . While sliavipg at the window, I ob$erved a small speck become 
light in the village of Haipp3te^d : some qiinutes afterwards, another 
a little to the eastward appeared ; and, in five minutes more, a third 
was visible under Highgate hill : no doubt from the rising sun coming - 
iu contact with window glass. By and by the specks brightened, and 
at last twinkled like fixed stars. You kpow, I suppose, that planets 
do not twinkle. At five, the buildings 6f GrayVlnn-Road got illu- 
mined, and some objects appearec^ beautifully gilded on one side, 
while the other was finely shaded ofi^to the darkest hue. — Now, twenty 
minutes past five, a haze has obscured the distance; and even over 
our garden the air hangs heavily. It is ominous. The atmospheric 
equilibrium cannot be steady when such sudden changes take place: 
but, perhaps, the day may prove fine, for signs will fail. I should 
rather expect that it will turn out warm : too much so for those at 
work in the fields, but not for leaves and ears of corn. At this hour, 
with s^eet libert>% I would brush the dew from the grass, but ''I 
panuot get out! I cannot get out." When the clock strikes six^ one 
pf pur night watchmen, of whom there are four in the garden and 
OMter yards^ who interchange situation9 hourly, discharges his blunder'- 
^us, and immediately a bell is rung. Ten minutes or quarter of an 
hour later I hear noise within the prison, and presently all is bustle-^ 
unlocking and unboltiiig — creek-crank-clang. But what! has it 
taken an hour to write thus far? Oh, no: again and again I have 
looked out to mark changes of the sky, and to study the weather* 
Happily, at this time of day, we do not get into brown-studies. 
Now the head is clear — the vapours are dispersed — the setises are 
wide awake and vigorous. 

Just now, my fellow-prisoner has come, alive, behind the skreen : 
so be may get up and dress while I sally forth into the garden. 

I have paced a dozen rounds and noted down distances. From the 
vestibule in the interior of the prison to the common garden, by a 
walk which leaves the Governor's garden to the right, fenced in with 
a hedge and pales, it is 100 paces^ My widest circuit in the garden 
is 420 ; bMt I can make shorter rounds, leaving out one break of the 
garden, two^ breaks. Lake Ontario, the terrace-walk, and so forth. 
The tierrace-walk runs along the north-west front of the prison, up- 
beld and fenced by a privet-hed^e. From this bedge to the garden* 
wall i$ 30 paces, and the wall runs from 18 to 24 feet in height It 
encloses, with the gardens and prison, various other buildings and 
yards, be^ides'an encampment for vagrants. There are up.wards of 
fpur acres of ground within the wall; but, being against rule to goto 
the south side where the nymphs are encaged, I cannot say exactly 
how much more. 

An iron railing, 8 feet high, closes iu the court, under the balcony, 
from the garden; and a cast metal 'shaft, supported on two pillars, 
11 feet high, passes through it longitudingly 4 feet within the. rails. 
This shaft, which is jointed and moveable in sockets on top of tbe 
piyars, conveys the power obtained from the tread-wheel labour to 
b^ expended in turning round a machine which beats .the wind ; 
serving to regulate the motion of the tread- wh^is, of wbich there 
>(e eight, in as many inner yards, six moved by men ao^ two by 
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women ; g€D«ratiog a power aUogelher equal lo that of 40 horses ; aod 
whieh, when tread-wheel labour is finally approved of» will be put to 
some useful purpose. Meantime, a sailor tasked here, has damned hts 
eyes, and declared he would think nothing of the work were he not 
affronted with grinding the wind. 

From the balcouy, beyond the wall, we overlook a tract of waste 
ground, so irregular in its boundaries, and surrounded by so strange 
an assemblage of objects, that my powers of comparison are quite at 
sea in judgiug of its extent: it may be ten, or it may be twenty 
'acres. It is uneven in surface, and, in some parts, boggy. Carts 
are continually unloading rubbish here, and what is now a hollow 
seems destined, ere long, to be level from side to side. This waste is 
to me a scene of continued amusement. All day long it exhibits life 
and motion; but, towards evening, when children are abroad, and 
parties of men assemble lo pay at quo^s, and form the ring f&r 
l>oxing, it becomes especially interesting. 

On the east side, and but a, little way from our wall, is a group of 
ancient buildings, embracing a small garden and shaded with trees, 
which, till within the last six years, stood quite alone. There is here 
a nvanufactory for tiles and pots : two cones, like glass-houses, rise 
from the group, and emit volumes of smoke, which, blown to the west- 
ward, gives the finest possible efi^ect to the snowy whiteness of Bag- 
uigge^u^lls, seen under it to the left, and a little more distant. * The 
river Fleet whimsically winds round the western boundary of these 
buildings, and then disappears tinder coverof our garden-wall, finally 
to dive into sewers, and find its way to the Thames, beneath Fleet- 
market and Bridge- street, Biackfriars. 

It strikes me that a grand improvement could be made by con- 
ducting a navigation from Regent*^ Canal to the river in this direction. 
It might be tunnelled and lighted with gas from Black friar's-Bridge to 
the top of Fleet-market, and, then proceed, open, with a towing-path 
and carriage-way on each side, till it crossed the Paddington road and 
was joined lo the Regent's Canal. From thence the carriage-way* might 
branch off to Hampstead and Highgate; making altogether a noble 
approach to and from the country. To render this improvement still 
more befitting the greatest city in the worlds I would throw arciies 
from Holborn to Smithfieid-, at once to form a level communication 
between theise quarters (Holborn-hill remaining as at present) ; and to 
make a central mart, worthy of London, for all the articles now 
vended in Fleet-market, which might then be cleared of its low and 
meiin awnings, leaving a lari^e centre-arch o|)en for commutiication 
north and south. AM the others, up to Smithfield on one side, and 
Hatton-garden on the other, mighi be occupied as meat-markets^ 
fish-markets, vegetable -markets, shambles, &G« 
. The bridge might be c'onstructed so as to have a splendid appeaf- 
ance^as well to tbos€ going out of the city as to those entering it; 
while the adva»ia§e&olreaciiing the markets^ with land or water pro- 
duce^ witiiGiii tile siiiaUest confusion, by land and by water, would be 
i nfinite. There may be iio individual interest to urge on such an 
tuidertaktngy. but its public utility must be obvious, in the accooi- 
plishment^ there would be no bacrifice of any tiling vaiuabk, but tbe 



eeolrary ; a parcel oT mean buildiDg^s towards Battle-bridge woald 
he pulled down, and a filthy rookery in the direction of Saffron-hill 
woaUl be scoured out. The canal would sweeten what is now putrid ; and 
e healthful current of air would be iet into the heart of the metropolis. 
Compare such an improvement to that of Regent-street, leading only 
Itooi a palace to a park — an improvement which all rejoice to see 
nearly completed, however costly it has been ; — compare it to this, 
either in grandeur or utility, then it must hide its diminished and its 
empty head.* 

' The idea is so much to my liking that I shall not, at present, pro- 
ceed with my enumeration, that my own ^ud my children's names 
may stand the nearer in connexion , with it; thus, in prison, aol I 
proud, as well as your very affectionate father, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
To Jean, Janet, Oliver, Helen, and 
Catherine Gourlay, 

Part published in the Morning Herald, August 5, 1824. < 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING HERALD. 

House of Correction, Cotd-Bath-Fields, Avgusi 6, 1824. 

Sir, 

You have published several letters addressed by me to my children. 
You have withheld two and curtailed the last in several places. What 
you did was gratuitous,- and, therefore, I owe you thanks, which you 
will permit me to oifer publicly. 

It must h^ve appeared obvious to every intelligent mind what 
moved roe to write these letters; charged with insanity, it was my duty 
to cast away care— to lighten my spirits — to fly to tl^e embrace of 
objects most dear to my affection ; and seeing that these my innocent 
trhildren must needs suffer from the vile scandal, it was fight to place 
them before the public, the more to abash my accusers and persecutors. 
It was well for a time to waive all consideration of the letter of the 
law, though it were but to write on the ground. My letters, uniformly 
easy, cheerful, and minutely correct, were good diversion. Had you 
published all it would have been better; but there has been display 
sufficient, and now that there remain in sight neither accuser nor mad- 
doctor, 1 am contented. 

1 have never attempted to reason as to my confinement, because I 
wish not to trifle with a matter of such mighty consequence to the 
public. It is not for want of bail that I remain here ; nor is it be- 
cause I am careless about liberty, God knows it is the very darling of 
my fa^rt. Friends have called again and again, oflering bail, b^ut 
points remain to be settled of greater moment, and here 1 shall wait^ let 
the day of liberation be never so distant; 



— ^— i— ■— fc»^»»*i— ^— — — i^»* II I I ■ I r mtf^mimm^mfm^ 



* After eight -fDontftj^ liiftfter consideration, I drew out » petition, with pfans, to* \m 
jveaented to Partiament, in order to attract greater notice ^see Ap|>eiuiix, A 98), And 
now, after twelve monlhs more, am convinced there is no improvement of ttie metro* 
polii so much reqoixed— •which would pay soUreU ; and b« ev^ry way so tieueficiaL 
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• It happens that I am so bogged with unsettled affairs and law pene« 
cution, that even out of prison I could set about no profitable pursuit, 
and here I have advantages, though for these no thanks are due to my 
fnfmies. As yet -I have taken what fare has been 6ung to me, and 
would not whine, even over bread and water ; but being a' prisoner of 
the crown — b«ing yet untried, and having bt»en bred in all thing;! a$ 
pnuch.a gentleman as any secretary of state, Z shall, by and by, make 
application for belter treatment, and then Jhink myself injured, if it la 
not readily and liberally allowed. 

Having made these declarations, and entreating for the sake of the 
public that every prejudice may be suppressed, I now wish to ait down 
quietly to the consideration of my private affairs, and am your obliged 
servant, ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Pyhlished in the Morning Herald, August , 1824. 
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The n^xt instance which we have to notice, is the conduct' ob- 
served towards Mr. Gourlay, now, and for months past, a prisoner 
in ilie House of Correction, Cold-Batb-Fields. This Mr. Gonrlay 
was, for years, the violent declaimer against government, both m 
Canada and England. He, day after -day, personally insulted the 
Lord Chancellor in his court, and vilified the highest' institutions of 
the country, and he was supported by aU the whig papers, which 
gave whole columns to his correspondence, and pages m his praise: 
but, as for the interference of Government to check the violence 
of this person, no such thing was heard of, till, one day, Mr. Gourlay 
horse-whipped Mr. Brougham. What was then done? — ^He was 
committed^ by the House of Commons, to custody, for a riot in the 
lobby — a measure perfectly correct and consistent with the dignity 
of parliament^ but, when parliament was up, and he discharged, wbsU 
happened ne^t 1 . He was apprehended in "the street, on his way 
home, sent to a police-office, not on the charge of assault, pre- 
ferred by Mr. Henry Brougham^ but on a charge of madness, pre^ 
ferred hy the Solicitor of his Majesty's Treasury ! v 

This, it seems, is legal ; but it is, at all events, a course rarely^ if 
ever before pursued. • The Solicitor of the Treasury charges Mr. 
Gourlay with being mad, because he horse-whijiped Mr. Brougham, 
and dematids that he shall Jind bail for being mad, or go to 
prison.; and, upon the certificate of two doctors, who refuse to 
swear to the contents of these certificates, Mr. Gourlay is sent to 
the House of Correction, the day after the rising of parliament, in 
June, and there he hus been ever since^ an^l there he is now^ and 
not a whig. has a word to say for him. The Chronicle aiifd The 
Times are shut against him ; and the whigs desert him in ioto, 
and leave him abandoned, while the tories in authority persecute 
him for insulting Mr. Brougham, only a little more than Mr. Canhtog 
himself has done in parliament, and Mr. Mackerrei out of it. — 
Thi^may be justice, but it does not look like it, _ 

Extracted from John Butt^ .September 2G, 1824. 
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Mr. Gourlay's letters are too long for insertion. ^ He is still in 
Cold-Bath-Fields "prison : still rationally vindicates his conduct to-' 
wards Brougham : says that we injure him by saying he insulted the 
Lord Chancellor, and expresses his belief , that the editors of the 
whig papers have not ill used him; but are the best and kindest 
persons alive. If Mr. Gourlay persists upon this topic, we shall 
begin to think he ought to be shut up in right earnest. 

Extracted from the John Bully October 3, 1824. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

Home of Correction, ColdrBath-Fields, October 18, 1824. 
Sir, 

It has been stated in your paper, and thence copied into others, 
that I had relinquished my room here to Mr. Fauntleroy, and re- 
ceived compensation for doing so, which is altogether untrue. I 
had quitted the room now occupied by Mr. Fauntleroy several 
weeks before he came here; having choice of my present room, 
which then became vacant. How is it that yoii, on five occasions 
out of six, when character was at stake, have spoken of me to mis- 
represent and degrade. Am I in your debt? or have I injured 
you t — I think not. Publish this, then, and let us be quits, . 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Published in the Times. 
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This particular address is to the soldiers; and, when we say any 
thing about it, we are told that Mr. Hale is mad : so was Hatfield, so 
was Margaret Nicholson ; but was the pistol of the one or the poignard 
of the other less dangerous on that account? The man may be mad ; 
bat what has his personal madness to d^ with his tracts? The style 
is not half so furious or inflated. as themethodist tracts, which are so 
widely and efiectually disseminated. — If a madman be mischievous^ 
he is coerced, for the safety of his fellow»creatures. We confess we 
think Mr. Hale's tracts highly mischievous ; and, really, while Mr. 
Gourlay is incarcerated in Cold-Bath- Fields, on a plea of insanity, 
because he horsewhipped Lawyer Brougham, we can see no objection 
against adopting a similar mode of treatment towards one whose 
alleged madness has for its object something much more important 
than whipping a whig. ' 

Extracted from John Bull, November 28, 1824. 
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^e are requested to state that, in the case of Hale, the disseminator 
oftreasonable tracts, his Majesty's Government refused to prosecute; 
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and informed the magistrates of Woolwich that tfiej might prefer a 
bill of indictment, if thejr pleased, at their own expense, against him; 
but that th^ GovernmentV<Juld not interfere. It is, indeed, curious to 
see that a libeller of his king, and disseminator of sedition, escapes 
imprisonment, on the ground of insanity; while Mr. Gourlay, the 
horse-whippcr of Brougham, is kept in gaol because he is mad. We 
may solve this apparent mystery one of these days. 

Extracted from the John Bully Dec. 5, 1 824. 
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THE HELLS. 

To the Editor of the Times. 

House of Correction, CoW Bath- Fields, November 27, 1824. 
Sir, 

There has lately appeared in newspapers and elsewhere, an article 
headed as above, and peculiar circumstances have led me to reflect 
gravely on the subject. Soon after being sent here, I was lodged in 
a room adjoining thre& others, holding as many prisoners, found 
guilty, nearly two years ago, of being concerned with gambling- 
houses. 

If in 4he world we should not " dull ibe palm with entertain- 
ment of each new^hatched, unfledged comrade," much less ought we 
to do so in such a place as this. No eflbrt was made by me or my 
fellow-prisoners to become acquainted with each other ; but unavoid- 
able meetings and common courtesies led to it ; and after a few weeks, 
1 found much pleasure in their conversation. I found all of them 
intelligent and gentlemanly ; nay, after months of intimacy with my 
nearest neighbour, I can freely say that I have seldom met with any one 
more estimable. He, indeed, had nothing to do with gambling risks : 
he wKs employed by one ofjhe others, with a salary of six p'bunds 
a week, to overlook the play-table, and see that there was no impro- 
per conduct or unfairness. His evenings only being required for this, 
it interfered not with his chief business; and, seeing that the laws 
against gambling-houses had not only been suflered to sleep, but 
that the greatest men of the land frequented them, he could ueither 
imagine harm nor suspect danger. 

L^st summer, I read iu The Times a most virulent philippic against 
gambling-houses ; and, prejudice being strong on the same side^ such 
articles pass unexamined, and, generally, approved. At an early pe^ 
riod of life, 1 myself viewed every thing a^kin to gambling with 
detestation: used to reflect on the choice of a notorious gambler to 
represent, in parliament, my native county ; and would ■ not even 
receive as a gift, a share of a lottery-ticket. So far as it concerns 
myself, I remain strait-laced in these matters ; but now forbear being 
censorious, and would, most assuredly, vote for the free toleration of 
gambling-houses — call them hells if you will. What is the state of 
man and the world ? Have we ever^ or any where, found that the pur- 
pose of nature is to make us perfectly secure and happy 1 — Does not 
reliflfion,' experience^ all times, and all circumstances, afford proof 
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that we are placed here to strng^e Qot only against' the passions of 
our fellow^men but our own ? Does not all around us induce be- 
lief tbat action b essential to happiness, — that there must be scope 
for adventure, incitement to exertion, trial, and temptation? This 
allowed, I would ask, where is the difference between speculating in 
the funds and speculating at play 1 between the man who ni^kes 
money by watching the market and him who watches the tuni of a 
card ? between the man whose passions are inflamed amidst bustle, 
and slang, and vulgarity, and him who is led into temptation, where 
polish is essentialand politeness indispensable ? — ^Set aside fraud, and, 
so far as the individual is concerned, most assuredly the helU of St. 
James's Street are more respectable than the recesses of 'Change- 
alley. In either, all that law should provide is a strict guard against 
dishonesty. If it is said that allurements are greater in the one than 
the other, I say ft is much better /or the purposes of life — for circu- 
lating money — sharpening wit — raising up wise men and lowering 
fools. If pity points to a gambler's ruined family, and thence 
would plead for the suppression of gambling-houses, I would say 
tbat such occurrences are highly beneficial : I would maintain that 
a sudden dash of folly is calculated to produce more good than a 
prolongation of weakness ;— ^that sudden and great misfortune is ex- 
emplary, while, gradual decay can only dull the senses and deaden 
sympathy : in short, sir, I am clearly of opinion that, while Govern- 
ment relinquishes lotteries for ever, laws against gambling should be 
wholly repealed. 

But the chief object of this letter is, not so much to deprecate 
existing law, as to expose a flagrant Tnequality of punishment under 
it. One of the prisoners above-mentioned kept a gambling-house : 
one merely let out his house for that purpose ; and the third was 
employed as particularly spoken of above. The first, being consi- 
dered a wealthy man, was sentenced to pay a fine of £5000, after 
bodily confinement of twelve months: the second, to pay £500,, after 
eighteen months' imprisonment; and the last, £200, after two years of 
corporal durance;— all in the direct inverse ratio of merit from 
the beginning ; but mark the cud. He who was most culpable, hav- 
iog friends at court, was liberated, some months ago, without paying 
a £irthing. He who stood next him in blame has paid the bodily 
penalty, but still pines in prison for want of sufficient interest ; and 
he who is blameless at heart, must remain here still, three months, 
separated from his wife, now suffering from disease ; and then be at 
the mercy of the Home Secretary as to the payment of his fine. 

Coming from one accused of madness^ this may excite little atten- 
tion; but, I hope, it may stir up the wise to give it higher colouring, 
&od to exert themselves in behalf of liberality, truth, and justice. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Published in The Times, December 9, 1824. 
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.MR. GOURLAY. 

W^ have teen agcused, at various times, of blind political partiality, 
and a determination to laud our friends^ at all events, at the expense of 
justice* and the other party; but, we believe, it is admitted that, 
whenever we have thought we could see the humble oppressed, or the 
weak tyrannized over, we have never allowed political feeling to inter- 
fere,,nor flinched from the attenipt to put the matter in a proper 
light, and, at all events, fair point of view. 

We arie led into this short display of egotism in order to ^account for 
the publication'of the following petition to the Lord Chancellor (se^ 
Appendix, A Tp), which Mr. Gourlay sends us, as he says, "merely 
to impress upon our minds a just sense of the cruel situation in which 
he is placed." 

We have more inducements- than one to give publicity to this docu- 
ment, which, admitting it to be ex-par^e statement, contains, at all 
invents, some stubborn facts. In the first place, Mr. Gourlay h^ 
excluded all extraneous matter^ and confined himself strictly- to the 
points of his case ; and, therefore, as matter of justice to an oppresset] ' 
man, under any circumstances, we are led to publish it. Jn the second 
place, we consider it so complete a refutation of the charge of insanity, 
upon which Mr. Gourlay has been confined in the House of Correction 
ever since the rising of parliament last summer, just previous to which 
lie caned Mr. Brougham, that it seems doubly an act of justice to ao 
oppressed man, in his particular circumstances, 

VVe have no doubt that those who choose to cavil at every thing we 
do will ascribe our interest in Mr. Gourky to our distaste to the 
Duke of Somerset ; but we repel the charge by anticipation. All 
whrgs are, more or less, tyrants in domestic life ; and all democrats are 
^he highest possible aristocrats in their private and personal dealings. 
VVe are, therefore, neither surprised nor mpved by the'foUowing details; 
but we cannot help thinking Mr.. Gourlay's case a hard one ; and, so 
thinking, w^ feel no scruple in saying so. * < ~ 

Extractedjrom the John BuU^ Dec. 12, 1824. 

No. 39. • 

We haV£;^ for some time^ felt inclined to recall public attention to 
tbe extraordinary case of Mr. Gourlay, who, it maybe remembered, 
V^as, for an alleged attack upon Mr. Brougham, in the lobby of the 
House of Commons^ committed, by the House, to the custody of the 
Serjeant-at-Arms ; and no further proceedings directed to be taken by 
the House, Mr. Gourlay was, at its prorogation, discharged. He was, 
however, immediately after, apprehended, on his'way through the Strand, 
by a niagibtrate's warrant, before whom he was brought, and has, we 
believe, ever since, been confined in the Cold-Bath-Fields prison, for 
want of bail ; and, to justify which detention, certain medical certifi- 
cates were produced of the unsound state of Mr. Gourlay's mind. The 
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subject is ooe which concerns every body* Of Mr. Gourlay, and the 
particular circumstances connected with his case, and history, we have 
no other knowledge than the rest of the world ; but we feel that his 
situation may be that of every man, and> therefore, it is fit that it should 
be seen how far hi» detention, in the way in which it has been adopted, 
can be justifiable. We presume that Mr. Gourlay is detained on one oj^ 
two grounds,— -either for the supposed assault on Mr. Brougham, or as- 
a person unfit to be at large, '^he first of these, we take it, is not now* 
tenable for an instant. Either the House of Comm6ns. should have gone?- 
on with the matter, if they deemed it a fit subject, to proceed with, or 
Mr. Brougham should have had recourse to the ordinary tribunals for 
redress. Neither of these courses having been taken; we conclude 
there is an end of the assault. At the same ti(pe;r it is difficult to sepa- 
rate it altogether from the other ground-— that is, Mr. Gourlay's 
unfitness to.be at large, aa that would not have been questioned, had it 
not been for his alleged violence towards the learned member. We never 
yet heard of insanity being a bailable offence. Insanity is a disease, and 
should be treated as such ; but then the faw of the land, we believe^, 
requires that it should be made appe<ir somewhat more clearly than it 
seems to have been done in this case be£wKi^ a sentence of perpetual 
imprisonment (which this, in fact, amoums 'to,) can be pronounced 
against any man^ and that by a single magistrate ! — Why is not Mr» 
Gourlay indicted ? Why are not articles of the peace preferred Bgainst 
him ?. on either of which occasions he would be heard ; or, lastly, why^ 
if there are any grounds for it, is not a. commission of lunacy resorted 
to, which it would be necessary to establish to the satisfaction of a jury» 
before his deprivation of liberty could be continued ) We say this 
under • strong persuasion that there is little or nothing more in Mr« 
Gourlay's mental stale than that degree of eccentricity to which the 
minds of all men are, more or less, . subject, especially those who,, like 
this gentleman, may have had to encounter the cares and an^^ieties ef 
the world in a larger share than* the generality. In every point of 
view, his situation must be considered an extraordinary one, and one to 
which, asAprecedenty it is impossible to look without some degree of 
alarm. 

We did not mean to notice this as a political subject ; nor shall we^ 
therefore, be tempted to say more of it, in that respect, than this, — that 
Mr. Gourlay, we believe, is a person whose political opinions have been 
somewhat free— that he has heen engaged, first, in a ruinous specula- 
tion, and then in a still more ruinous litigation with a whig lord, and 
now owes his incarceration to his quarrel with a whig leader. To 
most persons, there may seem to be nothing in this, nor, perhaps, is 
there. To us, however, it appears to throw a gleam of light over a 
higher species of humbug than we are often doomed to deal with ; — ^we 
mean the humbug of mbck-patriotisjn^ At any rate, it would seem that 
loss of property and of liberty is al) that Mr. Gourlay has got from the 
whig^ for his whiggery. 

Evtraetedfrom the Morning Herald^ Dee. 15, 1824; 
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MR. GOURLAY. 

If Mr. 'Gourlay is not insane, he is one of those peculiarly seosi^ 
tive persons whose nervous economy is so irritable as to incur all the 
suspicion, if not the proof, of madness. It appears Mr. Gourhiy' 
thought that\»ur parajgraph in last Sunday's journal deserved bis 
reprehension, and thfe letter (which, in justice to him, we here publish) 
wa^ sent to us. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUNDAY MONITOR. 

House of Correction, Cold-Bath-FieJdi, December 14, 1824* 
Sir, 

Your last paper has been handed to me, from which I give the fol- 
lowing extract. " Mr, Gourlay (who is now confined in Cold-Bath- 
Fields, for madness) has written a letter to the public papers, 
defending gambling, and the Hells. We think this will not tend 
to remove the existing suspicion of his condition." 

These words have been pointed out to several of your constant 
readers, as well as others, who express but one opinion, that they are 
spiteful. I myself have made light of my treatment to keep up my 
spirits, and abash my persecutors; but, when any one else does so, 
lie must be suspected either- as a hired slanderer or naturally mali- 
cious. If you wrote from mere thoughjtlessness, it will do well to re- 
publish my letter frodn the Times of the 9th inst. and let your readers 
judge fairly betwixt us ; ^nd, if you have desire to do me full justice,^ 
you will copy out for them a petition of mine which was gratuitously 
and generously published In the John Bull, of Sunday last. Injthis 
place, I am not only guarding the remnant of my private property 
from wr^k, but am waiting patietatly till parliament assembles, to 
review a statute, under colour of which any British siibject may be 
incarcerated, blasted in reputation, and ruined, whenever it suits the 
caprice of an offended minister. So -placed-, I cannot think that the 
British press should treat me with indifference, and far less with 
levity. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 



We would willingly obey the directions of Mr. Gourlay in re-pub- 
lishing bis letter to The Times, upon which we made the unfortunate 
comment, if we had not a duty to perform to our readers, as well as a 
wish to oblige Mr. G.; and we'are certain if such letter is referred 
to, it will not strengthefi the opinion that the writer is a whit more 
sane than we wish to think him, or induce us to change the opinion 
expressed in our last. We are of a notion that few, if any, men of 
sound intellect will be found to contend that the hells, or hazard 
tables, at the west end of the town, are to be defended; or, at. all 
events, if such singular persons are to-be found, they must be emi- 
nently eccentric. Mr. Gourlay should learn to express himself dif- 
ferently, and to think that every body does not view his opinion in the 
same manner as himself; not that it follows such difference of vision 
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must be attended with "spite and malice/' With respect to tfie gra- 
tuitous insertion of a long petitioq of Mr. G's, in the John Bull, the 
generosity of which he is so enamoured with^ we would hardly wish 
to destroy his illusion ; but, as the assertion was meant to have an in- 
sidious effect^ we must tell Mr. G. that it is a proof of the weakness 
of bis mindt at all events, if he thinks the Bull people care any thing 
about him, or his petition^ only as it served their purpose against 
Mr. Brougham. 

We feel that Mr. Gourlay is treated inhumanly and illegally, and 
that sentiment we expressed unequivocally in our journal four months 
ago. If he be sane, it was worse than farcical to ask him for (or to- 
expect that he would find) bail for his good behaviour. We should 
like to know under what statute Mr. Gourlay has been committed, 
and by what law he is detained in prison. If he be insane, other proofs 
must be given, and then a gaol is not a fit place for his reception. If 
he is of sane mind, his detention is equally illegal and mofe. Either 
way, he is unjustly treated. 

Published in the Sunday Monitor^ December 19) 1824. 
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There has been a statement in one of the morning papers, attributing 
the confinement of Mr. Gourlay to Mi^. Brougham. Neither in form 
nor reality has Mr. Brougham any thing to ^o with the matter. From 
the momeni Mr. Gourlay was apprehended by the officers of the House, 
up to the prorogation of parliament, he was in the hands of the officers 
of the House of Commons. After the prorogation he^was app];ehended 
by order of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and committed on the testi- 
mony of two physicians, as a dangerous person, suspected of being 
insane. Mr. Brougham had nothing to do with the proceeding, either 
as prosecutor or witness. 

The law is, that a person so committed shall be discharged, on giving 
bail at the Quarter Sessions, or before two justices, of whom the qoni- 
mitting justice shall be one, or before one of the judges, or the Lord 
Chancellor. This bail Mr. Gourlay has not given. It certainly seems 
but reasonable that a person committed uiidersuch circumstances should 
find some one answerable for his peaceable behaviour. In fact, to all 
practical purposes, the question of sanity might be set aside; for, 
when there is no question as to sanity, and where security is required of 
a party to keep the peace, and he fails to give that security, he is com- 
mitted, and his discharge dr. confinement depends upon the same com- 
pliance as that required of Mr. Gourlay. 

Extracted from the Globe and Traveller ^ Dec. 21, 1824. 
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THE LAST DAY. 

House of Correction, Cold- Bath- Fields, December 31, 1824. 

^is the last day of ihe yeaf ;"— that day on^which my father's house 
resounded with joy : when k was crowded with relations and friends: 
when the youngest up to the oldest strove who should be most gay 
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aad jociiiw. Tiiei^ Ibe parlour, .aod the ouraeKy, and tbe kkchea had 
esich itsi visit of the village-fiddler, a&/a« as a fiddler should be ;--«as 
foa9S to fiddle/tf' weel. Then the story, and^the song, and the nierry 
daaee were continued till tbe infant year was ushered in most jOvialiy. 
Th4»n, the table linked round by arms across, and bands knit fast 
together*, was in a roar with the welUremiembered chorus, 

«• Weel may we a* be ; — ^ill may we never see ; 
" God save tLe king, and (his company." 

Twenty yeara— thirty yi^rs^^forty years ago, it was ever the same 
with me, tbe young laird in these our daft days ; but bow changed 
are times, and we in tbem! In my fatherV house, "the voice of ~t be 
people is beard bo more ;" while 1 may, in earaest, repeat the lameoi 
olTasso^*^ ' - 

** hong years !— ^^It tries the thrilling frame to b«iai 
" Iiovg j^ears of oatrage, calamny, and wrong« 
'*'Inipated madness — prison'd solitude.'' 

*' This is the state of man;" but should be, therefore, say, with the 
fool, in his beart,^ *^ there U no G^d?^* quite otherwise. It is" the very 
proof that a superior intelligence exists. Yes ; there is a mighty maze, 
but not without a plan — a God unseen — a Providence, however in- 
comprehensible — a Milker and Preserver, to be adored by humanity. 
Yes; though in body mortal, I shall continue' steadfast in .the faith of 
immortality. Let every oMin, in charity, b^ve bis opinion ; but mine 
be this, that there is an eternity of bliss beyond tbe grave for good' 
no9$, and Justice, and truth. ^ 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
' Publi^ed in the Divizes Gazette^, and the^ Fife Herald, 



No. 43. 

MR. GOURLAY. 

We understand that it is the intention of this gentleman^ as soon as 
(rixcumstances permit, to resume his connexion with the agricultural 
«(orld, by entering into business as a land-agent. From this it may be 
ipfecred that Mr. Gourlay expects to be set at liberty, probably, on the 
weelin^ of parliament. His detention certainly appears to be unjustir 
fiable'on th,e ground of insanity ; fur, though there are some peculiari- 
ties about Mr. G. resulting from an huuest warmth of feeling, yet we 
believe him to be quite as good and as rational as any of those con- 
ceroid in keeping him within the walls of Cold-Batb-Fieids prison. 

Extracted from the Farmers* J ournaly January Z, 1825. 
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TO THE EDlTOa 07 THE EXAMINER. 

Houseof Correction, Cold'Bath'FieldSf April 1 5y 1-825. 

J Sir, 
}it, Stuart VVorttey will^ I hope, present, for me, to parliament, next 
wjeek| a petition for inquiry into my case ; but, unless backed by the 
public^ there will be but little chance of a fair and full hearing.; not 
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only YitoUy impovtai^ to me, but of coiisequcac^ to every Brituk 
sttli^ect. 

May I, therefore, beg of you to pabliMi this letter, and the tnibjoined 
/orm of a petition, sabmitted^s one which any person may safely sub- 
scribe, resting merely on a belief of my assertions* 

I have been persecuted for fifteen years, and reckon that I and my 
family have lost thereby not less than <£50,000. I was involved in a 
chancery-suit iive years, gained all my points at law, and was then 
vexed six years more with an appeal, which had no object but vex« 
ation. 

While I was abroad, my wife was frightened out of ray farm, in Wilt- 
shire, without compensation, aad <£lO,000 has been lost by that concern 
alone. I was, after two honourable acquittals from false charge^j iu 
Upper Canada, cruelly imprisoned and banislied. A provision for my 
children was withheld upwards of four years by litigation, and is so^ 
stilly by a conspiracy of lawyers, though my right is confirmed by a 
decision of the House of Lords. On a second arrest, for the same 
alleged offence, which could answer no purpose but revenge, I was 
committed to this house, and kept on felon's fare. FinalVy, I am denied 
a hearing from the King, by the same minister who thrust me into 
prison. 

While all this has happened, with misery^ unspeakable till hardened 
with endurance, I challenge the severest scrutiny into mj conduct and 
principles. For twenty-four years my tfaoDghtsi have been devoted to 
the study of the po^r-law system, and. Tor the* last eight, to that of 
emigration, in connexion therewith. To recover my property, to re- 
join my children, from whom I have been separated eight years, or to 
set about any regular pursuit in life, is impossible, without parlia^^ 
mentary inquiry, prayed for in vain during ^ve sessions. With this I 
cannot only obtain TeJief in my private affairs but submit simple and 
practicable plans for the reform of the poor-law system and emigration, 
objects of the weightiest import at the present moment. I never was, 
and never will be, connected with party: am neither tory, whig, nor 
radical; but, should the public and the press afford aid, I shall either 
prove myself an useful, honest man, or quietly sit down for ever, as a 
vain, troublesome, and empty fool. 

A public subscription was set on foot jfor me 'in 18^2, which I 
declined, while my honour was held in question ; but, were the public 
to support me through difiiculties, most cheerfully should I submit to be 
advised or assisted. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. . 

FORM OF PETITION. 

To the Honmirahh the Commmis of the United Kingdom (f Great Britain 

and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 



The Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Pari^ of , 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioners have beard that Robert Gourlay, a British 
subject, has been deprived of his property in England, by a long-con- 
tinued and vexatious suit in Chancery ; — that he has been unconstitu- 
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tiinally banished from his property and friends in Canada, after two 
hohoiurable acquittals from false charges ;— that he has been, for five 
years, unjustly deprived of provision for his children by litigation, and 
is still deprived of the same, though secured by decision of the House of 
Lords;— that he has often, but without success, petitioned the king and 
parliament for inquiry into his case; — and that he is now confined in 
the House of Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields, without the benefit of trial, 
and because he will not give bail, according to a statute which, would 
£x a taint of insanity on himself and Ms family. 

Your petitioners, therefore, entreat that your honourfible House will 
be pleased to appoint a commission to visit the said Robert Gourlay; 
make such inquiry into his case as may insure justice, and restore him 
to the possession of his property at home and aBroad, and they will 
ever pray. 

Published in the Examiner j April l6, 1824. 

No. 45. 

TO TilE PEOPLE OF WILTSHIRE. 

" Not only the people, but the very «oil, of Wiltshire remains dear 
"to my remembrance; — its bourns and its' downs. Seven years of my 
" life were spent in Wiltshire; — most iivteresting years of sunshine and 
" cloi!kd. Wiltshire gave birth to five of my children — to one of them a 
'* grave." — General Introduction to Statistical Account of Upper Canada, p. 
208.^ The above extract was writtenand published by me three years ago, 
little thinking that I should revert to it for warming hearts and winning 
endeavours in my behalf — endeavours which I now earnestly solicit to 
procure for me a full and fair hearing before Parliament. Mr. Stuart 
Wort ley, a gentleman of stanch constitutional principles, has under- 
taken to present for me a petition for inquiring into my case (Appendix, 
A 22), but unless backed by the public this will have small chance of 
being heard. I now, therefore, ask you, one and all, rich and poor, 
men and women, to support my prayer with yours. No man ever sus- 
jtained such a run of persecution as I have done for fifteen years toge- 
ther, at home and abroad ; but, thank God, I am now better than ever 
before in life, both in bodily and mental health ; and, with public coiin- 
tenance, am sanguine of yet doing well for myself, my family, and my 
country. 

People of Wiltshire ! — it was not in frolic or deceit that I broke 
flints fojT yoTur highway, but to retain life, to banish care, and r^^in 
that strength which enabled me to beat my most powerful private 
enemy out of Chancery. It was not madness which induced me to ap- 
ply a lady's riding-whip to the shoulders of a member of Parliament. 
It was an innocent mean advisedly resorted to for procuring notice to 
my desperate situation, and a pledge that my life was ready to be risked 
for my honour, and that of my children : — ^yes, and it ^ver shall be. 
From you I now ask but signatures to such a petition as that subjoined 
(the above) which involves no responsibility. I solemnly declare that 
the case is truly stated ; and you will hazard only your belief. Give 
me your names, people of Wiltshire, frankly and without delay ; attaph 
them to petitions in your respective parishes, and let them be despatched 



to either of the county members, who wHl, J am sure, readily and cbeer-^ 
fully prescQt them to Parliament. No one is safe while the law, 
under colour of which I am imprisoned, can be acted upon as^t has 
been. I have endured nine months confinement to bring this into oo- 
tice- — to have it amended or repealed. In petitioning for me, then, 
joa will petition for yourselves and your offspring — ^you will petition for 
the certainty of not being subject to be caught upon the ipie dixit of 
doctors, as roadmen — committed* to the house of bondage*— blasted in 
reputation ; and, perhaps, driven mad. Englishmen !^-thiuk of all 
this; and what you have to do, do quickly. > Be at once my friends, 
and the friends of liberty. 

ROBT, GOURLAY. 
Published in the Devizes Gazette and Salisbury Journal. 

No, 46, . 
MR. ROBERT GOURLAY. - 

Mr. Hume presented a petition from a parish in Fifeshire, praying that 
a commission might be appointed to inquire into the case of Mr. 
Robert Gourlay. The petitioners were impressed, like many others, with 
an opinion that Mr. Gourlay bad been severely and unjustly treated.* 

Mr, Peel said that Mr. Gourlay was not now confined by Govern- 
ment, but merely because he was unable to give the security required. 
He (Mr. Peel) bad sent directions that Mr. Gourlay should be kindly 
treated. • 

Mr, Brougham admitted that the petitioners were under some misap- 
prehension on the subject. He was satisfied that the unfortunate gen- 
tleman had been ill-treated in Canada; and the outrage in the lobby of 
the House arose out of it. It wd.s most absurd to suppose that sudi a 
notion had got abroad, that he (Mr. Brougham) Imd any thing to do 
with Mr. Gourlay's present confinement. The assault upon him was 
committed inerely because, on presenting a petition from Mr. Gourlay^ 
regarding the education Of the poor, he (Mr. Brougham) had not suffi- 
ciently entered into the case. 

Mr. Peel said that the course pursued towards Mr. Gourlay was 
only that of every ordinary case. In 'reference to the outrage in the 
lobby, Mr. Gourlay had excused himself afterwards, by saying that he 
had only followed iiigh example, by scourging sinners in the temple,**— 
(A lau^b.) 

Mr. J. Williams said that he had been entrusted by Mr. Gourlay 
with a petition (Appendix, A 21)> complaining of the decay of his 
health, from confinement, but speaking in high terms of the Governor 
of the House of Correction. 

Mr, Peel repeated that he had given directions that every indulgence 
should be shown to Mr. Gourlay. 

The petition was then brought up, read, and laid upon the table,/ 
with, we think, only one dissejitient voice. ^ 

. Extractedfrom the Morning Chronicle^ JprU 26, 1825. 



* See Appendix, page 135* 
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ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Mp, Hume presented a petition from several landowners and other 
inhabitants in Fifeshire, praying that Mr. Robert Gourlay, at present 
confined in Cold-Bath-Fields' prison, might be restored to his liberty at)d 
possessions. 

Mr, Secretary Peel said Mr. Gourlay had, all along, been guided by 
the impression that be was kept in confinement by the goYcrnment* 
Such was not the fact. -.He was detained there by the laws of the 
country. If respectable bail was put in to insure his good conduct, 
he would be immediately released ; and it woujd be a gre^t satisfaction 
to him (Mr. Peel) if some .one would come forward to enable him to>be 
discharged. If Mr. Gourlay did not write so many letters, he might 
have supposed that his mind had been restored. He had given direc- 
tions thai the poor gentleman should be treated with ;t]l possible indul- 
gence. 

Mr, ^roM^Aow concurred- with the right honourable* gentleman, but 
observed that, owing to the Solicitor fur the Treasury having attended 
at Mr* Gourlay 's examination at Bow-street, an opinion had got abroad 
that he was detained at the instance of government. This he knew to' be 
incorrect, and he wished it, also, to be understood, that he (Mr« 
Brougham) had in no way been the cause of the poor gentleman's being 
kept in prison, nor had taken any one step to have him lodged there. 
He had had no quarrel with Mr. Gourlay, and the circumstances under 
which he had committed the outrage upon him (Mr. Brougham) were 
such as, whatever opinion they n;iight give him o^ the soundness of his 
intellect, could not create any anger towards the individual. The peti- 
tion of which he spoke he had put into his (Mr. Brougham's) hand 
three or four years before, and it related to the education of the poor. 
Mr. Gourlay wished him to introduce, upon that occasion, a statement 
of his o,wn case, and he, although it had nothing in the world to do with 
it, had complied, and had made that statement. When Mr. Gourlay 
committed the outrage upon him, he said, '' let the dead bury the 
dead/' alluding to the case of Mr. Smith, the missionary; and added, 
" If you can find time to attend to the affairs of a dead missionary, why 
do you not attend to mine ?" He believed that Mr. Gourlay had expe- 
Heiured very harsh and unjust treatment in Canada. The learned 
gentleman concluded by declaring that, as far as he was personal! j 
concerned, he had no objection whatever to the liberation of the 
petitioner. 

Mr, Peel said it was quite an onfinary case of a man wh6 failed" to 
get security for his being harmless. He had been committed tor a 
breach of privilege, and it afterwards appeared that he was in a state of 
mind which might make him dangerous to the public if set at large. 
Evidence of this state of mind was given by himself, when he justified 
his conduct in tlie lobby oi this House, by the sanction of the highest 
authority, " scourging sinners out of the temple." 

Mr, J. IVilliawi said he held a petition in his hand from' Mr. 
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Gt>urlay, which contained none of the apocryphal and strange allusions 
which the right bonourahie gentleman had adverted to. ^ It was written 
in respectful terms, and contained complaints of the treatment he expe- 
rienced. His provisions he complained to have been not suited to his 
habits. His treatment had been varied from time to time; but now 
it was getting worse and worse. Yet he spoke with respect of the 
magistratesji and very highly of Mr. Vickery, the Governor of Cold- 
Batb-Fi^lds. The petition waithen brought up, read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Extracted from the Dei>izes Gazette f April 28, 1825. 
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** A lounger at the Hole-in-tlie-Wall," asks— What has become of that 
old Und stanch fri<3nd of the labouring poor, albeit he^hath a bee in his 
bonnet, Mr. Robert Gourlay? — We have to inform him that he is still 
confined in Cold-Bath-Fields' prison for his assault on Mr. Brougham. 
The case of this gentleman, it roust be confessed, is a hard one. Had 
he assaulted Mr. Brougham any where else than within the precincts of 
St. Stephen's, he would have been tried and punished for the offence by 
a fine, or a fixed period of imprisonment, like any other of His Majesty's 
liege subjects, who may happen to commit such an offence; but because 
the assault was committed on the threshold of the House of Commons, 
he is immured in a prison without trial or a sentence, and for a period 
to which nobody can assign the limit. It would seem that the nearer 
to Parliament the farther from justice. 

Extracted from the Trades Kewspaperj August 14, 1825. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER. 

House of Correction, Cold- Bath- Fields, October ip, 1825. 

Sir,-!— As your brother honoured me with a call last week, and can 
vouch for the mens sana in corpore sano, I subjoin a copy of a letter de- 
spatched yesterday to the Lord Chancellor, giving you liberty to pub- 
lish it (Appendix, B 44). It is not for me to anticipate objections to 
my proposals, but I shall be happy to answer any that may be started. 
To induce readers more seriously to consider that 50,000 people could 
be spared out of the United Kingdom annually, and that my other po- 
sitions are tenable, I should have accompanied this with a table of popu- 
lation for the last twenty years, showing the yearly increase : what was 
the waste of life in the army and navy, what during war, and what 
since: also, a table showing the difference of expenditure in war and ' 
peace. .Thesp tables I cannot construct where I now am, for want of 
books of reference ; but you could probably furnish them with little 
trouble, and they would of themselves be interesting. 

The last Edinburgh Review defies any one to point out a single be- 
nefit derived by us from our colonjes in North America, and affirms 
that these have cost 70 millions, which is quite a low estimate. The 
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Canadas alone Kave cost mitch more« Eveiy jrear tince the peftce large 
sums have been«xpeniled in aid of efnigratiotiy and, almost in every caie, 
misery has ensued. ^30,000 was voted' last year, and a 4ike sum tbi» 
year for mere experiments in removing liandfuls of people from Ireland 
to Canada-- experiments gone about while not a single |>rinciple has yet 
been established on which such projects should proceed. Emigration 
and settlement may be redtrceil lo a science» and. should government 
cause me to be visited, examined,and assisted , I shall ha^e no difficulty 
in making it obvious. Jfesus Christ was- accused of having a devil : 
Paul of being mad ; and the people of Glasgow' declared that the bene- 
volent Howard was d^ft, With these facts on record, why should I 
despair of doing goo^f though reported insane by hired doctors, and, 
therefore, con^ned t||ese last sixteen months ? None of the fellow 
voyagers of Columbus coqld make an egg stand on end till he did il 
with a tap on the table. 'Cde right principle of emigration and settle- 
ment will appear almost equally simple when explained. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
Published in the Examiner, together with the letter to the ChanceUar 
abovereferredtOfOct,23,lS25. ' 
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MR. GOURLAY. 

We have received an address to his Majesty, written by Mr. Gourlay, 
(Appendix B 45)^ which, although we cannot give it a place to-day, 
we jiotice, not on account Qf its importance— not because we 
are either supporters or partizans of Mr. Gourlay, upon questions 
of a public or political nature; quite the contrary. We give it a 
place,* as a pi'oof that Mr. Gotirlay pow is, and has remained for months 
and months, a prisoner in the House of Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields, 
because he horse-whipped Mr. Brougham,— an act which was strangely 
construed into evidence of insanity ; upon which charge the Solicitor to. 
the Treasury appeared against him, and demanded bail, or securities, 
that be should do no mischief. That this is law we have already 
expr^sed our full belief ; but that it is very like nonsense, we must also 
be permitted to say. To take sureties for a madman's quiet conduct 
when at large, seems the height of absurdity : however, so it is; and, 
although it has been truly said that Mr. Brougham has no personal 
share in the infliction of Mt. Gourlay's present punishment, Mr. 
Brougham was its first catise ; and we thjnk that humane and liberal 
gentleman could do acfbetter than use the influence whidi, by those who 
are ignorant of the matter, he may be thought to possess to put Mr. Gour- 
lay under peiwMiat restraint, to get him released from the protracted im- 
prisonmeht, whicb looks very like persecution. 

Extractedfrom the John Btdl, October 23, 1825. 



It got no place neither that day nor after. 
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TO THE. SDITOR OV .THE TIMES. 

House cf Correction^ Cotd-Bath-Fields^ Nocember 10, 1825- 

Sir, 

Contending for the liberty of the subject and the secnrity of reputa- 
tion against the vilest and most dread conspiracy that was ever con« 
cocted and persisted in by arbitrary power for the ruin of an individual, 
I have, from the first day of confinement here, deemed it duty ta 
keep up ray spirits^ and bantf^h c^e : I have done so to the deadening 
of sympathy. I have managed, with the smallest possible aid, to try- 
how k)ng and how far, deprived of all property, deserted by many 
friends^ and scandalized beyond example, I can hold out against cow-* 
wdice, hypocrisy, and revenge. • 

Three years ago, distracted with law persecution, I fled to the 
cowTitry, changed the course of my thoughts^ and braced my nerves ~' 
with honest labour, rather than give in ; and would do so a^in, under 
like circumstances.' I then held out- till my most remorseless enemy 
was beatefn out of chancery, and bread was secured to my children, by 
decision' in the House of Lords. During this period, the gloomiest o<f 
lAy \ik, I refused a public subscription,^ most kindly offered, not from 
pride but principle ; and have done the saine here, again and again^ 
1 want justice, not' pity; and know that perseverance in the coui^e t 
have chosen, is duty alike to myself and the public. It is not, there>-^ 
fore, to win compassion that I beg of you to publish this and the sub^ 
joltted letter* I wish to subtnit to impartial consideration the question 
oi rigkt spoken of below, setting feeling altogether apart. Mr*. Peel 
did not deign to reply to my letter, but sent it to the visiting roagis- 
trares; and, a month afterwards, their clerk applied to me for a copy, 
saying' that the original had been returned to the Secretary of State. 
Another month and more having elapsed, without- decision, I now 
think it time to appeal to the public. 

There are sad mistakes abroad as to me and my case ; but, situated- 
as I am, it has appeared prudent rather to attempt no explanation 
Ihan^ fail from imperfect nieans. Permit me, however, to say that I am 
billing, with lair opportunity, to answer any question, or combat any 
argument, maintaining that, for tipWards of sixteen months, I have been 
wantonly, cruelly, and falsely imprisoned. — Permit me to say, that 
these sixteen months of imprisonment are but part of sixteen years 
during which I have been persecuted to the death, unceasingly, at home 
and abroad, because of my principles 

Let it not be supposed from what is now said that I am soured with 
my present abode. Never in life was I better employed than here, 
and nevermore happy; so true is it that the kingdom of Heaven is 
within us — so true is it that God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb. 
Fifteen months ago, I publicly declared that I had advantages in this 
place,* and I have so still. Here I enjoy retirement, quiet, and security. 



• See above, No. 31. 
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for the management of my entangled affairs: here I can best fight out 
the battle with my enemies; and I really wish not to be liberated till 
full and fair inquiry into m}'^ whole' case is afforded*. This assuredly 
can be granted under the royal mandate, and^ should the public assist 
me in procuring it, most thankful shall 1 be. It is not for myself that 
I am most anxious : God ktlows, self is riot with me all in all. With full 
and fair inquiry, I know that I can be of use to my country and itiy 
kind. - ' 

As to the legality of my confinement, crown lawyers have taken their 

- stand on the letter pf a statute; but 1 deny this to be tenable. I deny 
that the letter of any law is to be regarded in the teeth of comnaou 
sense and discretion : I deny that the statute contempls^ted such a case 
as mine: I deny that it authorizes operation on mere opinion, espe- 
cially when that opinion was paid for, and notoriously false.. The' 
letter of the law which requires bail for. the good conduct of a mad- 
man, is obviously absurd-: more than that, execution upon it is con- 
trary to the Bill of Rights, which declares that e^^cessive bail shall, 
not be demanded ; aiid what can be more excessive than to require a 
bond which would corroborate against the bondsman a charge of insa- 
nity ? I assert that it vtras unfair to hold me up to the world as a mad- 
man, in the prison-room of the Mouse of Commons, for weeks together, 

.without a hearing: I assert that my offence, committed within the 
precincts of the House of Commons, was cognizable there by parlia- 
ment^ and that by parliament it was most severely punished : I assert 
that my arrest, after liberation thence, by the civil power, was supere- 
rogation, and altogether unconstitutional. ' Blackstone says, ^* It t» 
contrary to the genius and spirit of the law of England to suffer any man 
to he tried twice for the same offence^ in a criminal way, especially if 
acquitted on the first trial;** but what have I experienced ? punishment 
for a mere piccadillo, out of all bounds, — punishment after punish- 
ment without trial — mockeiy after mockery. I assert that it was unfair 
to cut short my examination at Bow-street : I assert that it was unfair 
to array the Sessions, on my appearance there, with mad doctors^: I 
assert that the whole proceeding against me, first and ..last, has had no 
object but vengeance; and that there was not even the sligl^test neces^ 
sity. for.' precaution. I assert that no reputation could be safe if such 
practices weref to obtain sanction. Thank God, I am no weakling, either 

^o be appalled with tyranny or abashed with the world's dread laugb. 
Seasoned with adversity,' I can now stand its utmost trials, and shall 

perish in this den of thieves^ rather than 'enter into any compromise 
which would make my Srubmi^sion a precedent for the oppression of 

others, or entail upon my children the taint of insanity. 

ROBERT 6QURLAY. 



Sib, 



House of Correction^ Cold- Bath-Fields^ Augiist 9, 1825. 



I have been your prisoner upwards of thirteen months, and may be 
so for life. The magi^rate who committed me to this place declared 
publicly that he would give particula^^ directions that 1 *^ should have 
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erery necessary supplied and be in every respect treated as a genllen^n^ 
On coining here, however, towards midnight, 1 was put into a horrible 
apartment among invalids, the greater part felons^ a lunatic, und a 
perpetrator of unnatural crime; and next morning was treated w^ith 
felon's fere, hy and by, I submitted to the solicitor of the Treasury, 
Mr. Maule, whether I was not entitled to better provision, but his 
reply afforded no relief; and, that you should not be ignorant how 
matters stood^ I furnished you with copies of the correspondence. My 
own clothes being sufficient for the time, and having hope of relief 
from parliamentary in q^uiry, I was silent on that subject; but, since the 
prorogation, have communicated with the governor and visiting magis- 
trates, to know whether, as I had felon's allowance of food, I should not 
then, at the end of twelve months, have money equivalent to what felon's 
clothing would have cost, had I been wearing such, to lay out to my 
liking. This the magistrates proinised to determine by next day, but I 
have waited several weeks and pressed for reply, saying that I meant 
to ground upon this a letter to the Secretary of State, without receivings 
one, and now deem it improper to wait longer. 

Under the accumulation of mental affliction, all matters as to food 
and clothing are, comparatively, of little consequence; but whatever 
my right in these matters is, if any, I wish to have settled with as few 
words as possible; and beg that you will immediately direct as to it. 

I am, sir, 

Your most obedient servant. 
The Right Hon. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Robert Peel. 

Published in The Times* 
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♦THE FIRST HOUR OF THE YEAR. 

«* That hour of Night's black arch, the key-stone," 

Another year is gone — another come! — and now the; infant year is 
itsbered in b^ thousands — millions, gktdsom^. Yes! throogbout 
England, tens of thousands, happy souls, circling around the festivie 
board, or hemming in the cheerful fire^ even now give loud acclaim. 
Ah! merry, thoughtless hour to all but me; — me, lonesome, barred, 
and bolted in, with arches overhead and underneath^ — me,- iu this 
sombre hold, where once were Despard» Thistlewood, and Fauntleroy I 
Bur, is this midnight hour to me quite profitless 1 — far otherwise* I 
prize this hour, this solitude, these prison-walls, such solemn thoughts^ 
and sad remembrances. These make me think — think deeply of the 
world, its origin and end ; of time gone by, and time to come ; — of 
TIME, and how it may be best redeeoded— ^redeemed for good to 
others and myaelf. Ob !' 'tis a precious hour, and glorious opportu- 
nity. I envy no one; bid welcome to they^ar; forgive my enemies, 
and pray for friends indeed — more of them and less need. 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 
House of Correction, Cold-Bath'Fields, January 1, 1826. 

Published in the Morning Chronicle, next day, and other papers. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE. 

Bouse of Correction^ Cold-Bath-Fields, January 17> 1826. 

Sir, 
Some kind friend, wllose name is concealed , has, very considerately, 
during this rigorous season, sent me three excellent blankets, a 
handsome counterpane, and comfortable morning gown, which I 
should be glad gratefully to acknowledge through the medium cf 
your paper. 

The gpwn fits to admiration, and is already in' wear. The coun- 
terpaae adorns my uncurtained couch, and having already abun* 
dance of blankets,. I propose giving those sent, with leare*^ of the 
donor, to an old servant^ who, while toiling night and day for an 
ibfirm family, has waited on me, constantly and faithfully, for sixteen 
months, without fe€ or reward. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Published in the Morning Chronicle^ January SO, 1826. 



Nb. 54. 

There was a beautiful mystery in this piece of Manchester stuffy (the 
meeting of labourers, speeches of Hodgins and others,) but comment 
is needless-^warning is useless. The Deity is caricatured by Carlisle^ In 
his shop- window : nobody interferes : it is a pity not to let every body 
enjoy their own opinions. Mr. Hale excites mutiny and ipsubordina- 
tion in the army : poor fellow, he is mad. He Insults the sovereign 
almost every Sunday : he libels and lampoons the church ; but he is 
perfectly harmless ! while Gourlay has l)een kept a close prisoner in the 
House of Correction, for nearly two years, the only proof of his insa- 
nity being his having beaten Mr. Brougham in the lobby of the House 
of Commons ! ! 

Extractedjrom the John BuU, February 5, 1826. 
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9 , 

Mi^.' Gourlay still continues an inmate of the House of Correction, 
where he occupies a state room. He is said to be perfectly reconciled 
to his situation, and to have repeatedly declared that he is happier 
where he now i^ than he bus been for years before. He is eRtilled to 
his liberty on finding sureties for keeping the peace. 

Extracted/ram the John Bull, February 19, 1826. 



No. 56. 
MR. GOURLAY. 

Mr. Hume presented a petition from the county of Fife, on behalf of 
Mr. Gourlay, who had been confined for the space of nineteen months 
without trial or examination. ' The petitioners represented that this 

« 



« . « a • •' 

treatment savoored more pf oppression than the mild and sacred prin- 
ciples of liberty ; and they requested the House to interfere, in order 
that justice might be done to him. He was desirous to have an answer, 
or some statement madiei a$ to the intentions of the Government 
respecting that unfortunate man. ' 

Mr. Peel said the detention of Mr. Gourlay was not occasioned by 
, the Government or the Secretary of State ; nor was he confined on 
account of any breach of the privileges of that House, but for having 
assailed an Honourable Member, under circumstances which led to 
strong suspicions of insanity. * He had refused to provide recognizances 
for his peaceable conduct; and if any one would come forward— if 
the Honourable Member for Aberdeen, fop instance, who seemed to 
have such a strong feeling in his behalf — if that Honourable Member 
would only go before a magistrate (a laugh) and enter into securi- 
ties for Mr. Qourlay's peaceable demeanour towards all the king's sub- 
jects, there would be no further impediment. He had given directions 
that Mr. Gourlay's confinement should be as little onerous as possible ; 
but his detention there wsa nothing more than in pursuance of the ordi- 
nary pourse of law. He woUld be very happy if his friends would 
come forward and certify in his behalf. 

Mr. Hume said he should have no sort of objection to enter into 
recognizances for Mr. Gourlay if he would consent to it ; but he refused 
to do so, lest it would imply an acknowledgement of his insanity. 
. Mr» SecnUary Feeltin a Very low' tone) observed, as wc understood, 
that, if he was to judge from the letters written, at various times, by 
Mr. Gourlay, there could reffiain no<)oubt in hi»mind upon the subject 
of his insanity. 

Mr, Ifwne aaid tfaat^ means could be immediately found of ascer- 
taining that fact, if it was considered any obstacle to his release from 
imprisonment. 

Sir Francis Burdett made some observation, which was almost wholly 
inaudible in the gallery. We understood the Hon. Bart, to say that, 
as there was no reason alleged for his confinement, there could be no 
objection ,to his release upon his own recognizances. 

Mr. Croker observed that the very fact of magistrates accepting 
such rec(^nizance would be in itself a vindication from the charge of 
insanity. The petition was laid on the table. 

Extracted from the Morning Chronicle, March 7, 1 826. 
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Mr. Hi/me rose to present* a petition from the inhabitants of Duq- 
bogy in the county of Fife,^ in favour of Mr. R. Gourlay. The peti- 
tioojers- stated that his detention in Cold-Bath-Fields^. prison for 
niueleen months ss^voured more of oppression thau of the liberty 
which was the essence of the British ' constitution. They required 
that the House would take sucn steps as would insure justice to Mr. 
Gourlay. He could wish to hear from the right honourable gentle- 
man opposite some statement of what was intended to be done to- 
wards this individual. 

Mr* Peel presumed that the House was aware that Mr. Gourlay 

1 
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was not detained at the instance of the department of which he was 
the he^d, nor at the instance of the Gk)vernment in general, nor in 
consequence of any breach which he had committed of the privileges 
of the House. He was detained because he had committed that 
breach under circumstances which led every reasonable man to entbr- 
tain doubts of his sanity. If any individual, if the honourable gen- 
tleman himself (a laugh), would enter into recognizances that Mr. 
Gourlay would keep the peace towards all His Majesty's subjects, 
that . individual would not be detained a moment longer. If the 
honourable gentleman was satisfied of Mr. Gourlay's sanity, he could 
obtain for him, from any magistrate, that relief which the petitioners 
called upon the House to grant him. He had done all that he could 
to render Mr. Goujlay's detention in Cold-Bath-Fields as little one- 
rous as possible; but he could uot consent to his liberation when he 
would neither enter into recognizauces himself nor permit his friends 
to enter into ihejn Yor him. He was not detained in the ordinary 
execution of the law ; but, if he wished to be released, he must abstain 
from writing letters similar to some of those which he (Mr. Peel) had 
read from him, as they were well calculated to make every reasonable 
man doubt of his sanity. 

Mt\ Hmne said that, as far as lie was concerned, he had no objec* 
tion to enter into recognizances for Mr. Gourlay; * but the fact was 
that Mr. Gourlay woCkld not allow him to 4,0 so until some lexamina- 
tion had taken place into his sanity, and' the circumstances under 
which he had been committed. Mr. Gourlay was of opinion that, if 
he entered into recognizances without such examination, it would be 
admitting that he Was insane. 

Mr, Peel observed that Mr. Gourlay had written such letters since 
his detention that it did not leave him the option to set him at liberty 
without recoguizances, even supposing he legally had the power to do 
so, which he very much doubted. ' 

Mr. Hume said that, whatever might have been Mr. Gourlay's con- 
dition formerly, it had nothing to do with the object of the present 
petition. The question was, whether he was sane at this moment; 
and he thought that it ought immediately to be ascertained whether 
there was any ground for keeping him any longer in durance. 

Sir F, Burdett spoke very shortly, but in so low a tone as to be 
wholly inaudible; and, after a feW words fronl Mr. Croker, the peti- 
tion wa3 ordered to lie on the table. 

Extracted from The Times, March 7, 1820. 
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A petition (above mentioned) of certain inhabitants of the parish of 
Pttwfeog, 4n the county of Fife, in behklf of Mr, Robert Gourlay^ was pre- 
sented and read, setting forth, That the petitioners have learned, with the 
utmost regret, that the above-named unfortunate gentleman, a native of 
the coijnty of jPi/e, has been detained for the long period of nineteen 
months, without trial or examination,*in a state of rigid confinement in the 
Hbuseof Correction, Cold-Bat h'Fields, a circumstance which, to ihero, 
•appears to savour more of oppression than of those sacred principles of 
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libertj which compose the most attractive ornament of the British con- 
stitution; the petitioners, thei^fore, earnestly implore the House to 
institute, an immediate inquiry into the situation and circumstances of 
Mr, Gmirlay ; and humbly, pray that a commission may be forthwith 
appointed to examine thereinto, that he may be assisted if found wor- 
thy. The petitioners beg leave to assure the House that they take a 
deep interest in the fate of this unfortunate man, and feel confident 
that in the Commons House of Parliament^a body of men who, for ho- 
nourable, upright,,and generous feelings, are unequalled ia the world, 
there must be found mafiy gentlemen who will be disposed to look with 
sympathy and commiseration on his fallen and blighted fortunes. To 
the wisdom and goodness - of *the House, therefore, the petitioners look 
upward for a decision of justice tempered with mercy. The peti- 
tioners' can assure the House, that Mr, Gourlat/, who was once an ex- 
tensive farmer, in Fife, is well know*n to be distinguished for the splen- 
dour and origitiality of his powerful talents, his knowledge of -the poor- 
laws, Canada, and the corn trade. His relsitions and friends are persons 
of respectability. His father was for twenty years a magistrate in the 
counly of Fifcy and was, doubtless^ one of the greatest and most success- 
ful improvers that the petitioners could boast of. ^Tlyi^Ptitioners have 
further to assure the House that, though few in number, residing in the 
least. populous parish in Fife, they yet yield to none in sincere attach- 
ment to our invaluable constitution; and they rest satisfied that they - 
express the sentiments of the majority of the inhabitants of th.at rich 
and populous county, in declaring it would afford undivided satisfac- 
tion to every right thinking person there, should the House deign to 
take Mr, Gourlat/'s hard and pitiable case into their gracioCks and bene- 
volent consideration. V . 

Extractedfrom the Journals ^of the Hotue of Commons, 
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On Monday, Mr. Hume presented a petition in favour of Mr. 
Gonrlay, ' whose cause we advocated as long as any thing reasojiable 
could be urged in his favour, merely because he licked Brougham, 
which, we confess, we thought rather praiseworthy: but, since Mr. 
Gourlay chooses to remain in a cell in Cold-Bath-Fields all^the rest of 
his life, when he may walk out of it to-morrow, in order to prove that 
he is not mad, we think it would be madness as well. as cruelty to 
disturb fairo. Howev^r^ Mr. Hume volunteered, in the handsomest 
manner, to become his surety; thus proclaiming his opinion that 
thrashing the learned Member for Wihchelsea is no proof of insanity; 
and, moreover, restoring to liberty, and his family, an oppressed gentle- 
man, labouring under a groundless imputation. 

The readineswith which Mr. Hume volunteered this piece of tender-, 
ness astonished the House, until it was ascertained that Mr. Gourlay 
had positively refused to accept Jhe offer. 

Extracted from thf John BuUf March 12, 1826., 
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uSir Francis Burdett said Mr, Gourlay was justified in the course 
he pursued." . 

Mr. Gourlay has just now read the above words in the Caledonian < 
Mercury, of March 9, and takes the liberty to ask Sir F. Burdett if 
they have been correctly reported. 

Mr. G. has ever, on principle, stood aloof from party politics: acts 
uniformly on his own individual opinion, uninfluenced either by friends 
or foes; and jealous even of feeling: nevertheless, would be highly 
gratified with the assurance that hi$ conduct has met the approval of 
Sir F. Burdett. 

House qf Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields, March 18, IB26. ' 

NOT .REP(<IED TO. 



No. 6l. 

MR. GOURLAY. ' , 

Perhaps, the generality of our readers are not aware that any indivi*' 
dual may, by the warrant of a magistrate, acting upon his own responsi- 
bility, or upon the affidavit'of two persons, b6 incarcerated in a prison 
as a lunatic, and there detained till he,p the alleged lunatic, shall find 
bail to keep the peace towards all the subjects of the king, in the 
case of one man assaulting another, tl>e otfeHder is held to bail to 
answer the charge^ which may or may not be well founded, at the ses- 
sions. This is perfectly unobjectionable, foi* the party that is wronged 
has his remedy. But, in the case of alleged lunacy, the accused is 
placed in a situation exactly the reverse of all other offenders against 
the peace. In the one instance, the accused is presumed to be innocent, 
and is held to bail till convicted by a. jury. In the other instance, 
that of lunacy, the accused, no matter Avho he is — no matter who are 
his accusers, is held to be non compos meniis till bis sanity be estab- 
lished to the satisfaction of a magistrate. The law of natural justice 
is here invented, arid the onus probcmdiu put upon the accu'sed, just as if 
the man who is charged with stealing a watch were, in the eye of the 
law, held to be a thief till he proves his innocence. 

The operation-^we might say ^he cruelty — of this law^ is distressingly 
illustrated in the case of Mr. Robert Gourlaj^ at present a prisoner in 
a London House of Correction. Our readers will recollect that, about 
two years ago, Mr. Gourlay took upon himself the uncourteous task of 
horseii^hipping Mr. Henry Brougham, in the lobby of the House of 
Commons; and, for this atrocious act — this sacrilege on the very portals 
of the temple, and before the eyes of the '' collective wisdom'' of thif 
great empire — for t^is audacious and unpardonable breach of privilege, 
he was committed tp the custody of a gentleman of whom we stand too 
much in awe to speak slightingly, we mean the Serjeant-at-Arms. All 
this was right. The barrister's back was avenged: the culprit was 
-punislied to the full extent of the powers of the House ; and the dignity 
of {Nirliamentiivas maintained. All this, therefore, was passing well. 
. %n% at length^ ^cUament was prorogued, and Mr. Gourlay was set. 
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at liberty. He had no sooner, "however, snuffed the fresh air of the 
Strand, on hia^ way homeward, than ht was seized, "on the warrant of 
Sir Richard^Birnie, as a dangerous lunatic, and conveyed, first, to Bow- 
street, and, subsequently, to the House of Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields. 
Upon what authority, it may be asked, did the magistrate of Bow-«treet 
act? Th^s we are extremely curious to learn; for, unless he had been int 
structed by persons interested in the commrtts^lofJVtr. Gourlay,^ as appli- 
cation had been made to him, it cannot be believed he would have vo- 
luntarily interfered. It is true, that certain medical practitioners ayerred, 
ia a simple certiiicate, although they refused to affirm on oalh that, 
in their judgement, Mr. Gourlay was insane. Others of Mr. Gourlay's 
neighbours and acquaintances, who had knowii him for years, from the 
time he first visited Wiltshire, till he defeated the Duke of Somerset, in 
the Court of Chancery, all declared the accused to be as sane in bis in- 
tellects, as capable of conducting his o^n affairs, and as upright in his 
private transactions, as Mr. Brougham himself. Notwithstanding all 
this, the magistrate refuses to liberate him, ^.except upon conditions the 
most absurd that cap well be conceived — no less than an admission, on 
the part of Mr. Gourlay, that he is actually insane. The manner 
in which the unfortunate man rejects these conditions^r-rthe firmness 
with which he defends himself from the charges, are the best proofs oC 
his sanity. Here, therefore, is the distressing predicament in which he 
is placed. If he finds bail to keep the peace,, he tacitly admits the 
truth of the accusation: if he refuses so to stigmatize himself, he must 
end his days within the odious walls of a jail. There is no alternative. 
If he accepts the terms, he confesses himself a lunatic: if he rejects 
them, he must be a prisoner for life. Would it be credited that the 
statute-laws, of England, w^hich are applicable to every man, whatever 
may be his mental capacity, could interfere so arbitrarily with the/ 
liberty of the subject ? 

Extracted Jrom the Devixes Gazette, Jpril 6, 1 S26, 
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Sir Ronald Ferguson presented a petition, from the inhabitants of 
Scoonie, praying the liberation of Mr. Robert Gourlay, as a perfectly 
harmless individual. 

Extractedfrom the Morning Chronicle, April ^7, 1826. 



Mr. Hume presented three petitions from parishes in the County of 
Fife, one of them signed wholly by females, in favour of Mr. Gourlay. 

Extractedfrom a Newspaper of the same date. 
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We anticipated, from the first, that the people of Scotland would ^ 
deter ministers from interfering with their system of banking. The 
Scotch banks are enormously rich ; and wealth is always swcess^ in this 
country. * 
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LlTEaARY yUND. ^ 

The anniversary (the 37th) of the Literary Fund Society was Leld 
yesterdayj at the Free Masons' Tavern ; His Grace the Duke of Somer- 
set in the chair, supported by Lord Glenorchy, Sir Win, Clay toii, Sir 
John Malcolm, Sir John Swynburne, Mr. Thomas Moore, and several 
other persons of distinction. n 

Non nobis Domine having been sung in the usual excellent style, by 
Messrs. Atkins, Colepeper, and Broadhurst, and Masters Bayley and 
Nichols, the Chairman proposed the health of the King — drank wiiti 
three times three: song, God save ike King, He next proposed the 
health of the Duke of York and the army: drank with three times 
three: song, Hark/ — hark! the Lark, Sr£. The next toast was the Duke 
of Clarence, and the navy : drank, also, with the honours : song, Rule 
Britannia* 

The health of the Duke of Somerset being given, with high commen- 
dation of the support which he had given to the Institution, was drank 
. with all the honours. 
= The Duke of Somerset, in a few words, returned thanks, and stated 
that he was proud to pay every attention in his power to an institution 
of so very useful a nature as this, which had derived its greatest suc- 
cejjs from tl\e fexertions of many other men who had devoted much of 
their means and of their valuable time and talents to its support: song. 
All a sheep shearings SfC. 

The Chairman then proposed the healths of the Vice-Presidents, which, 
was received with all the honours. Sir Wm. Clayton returned thanksj &c. 

The health of Mr. Hobhouse, M.P. Chairman of the Committee. The 
Society nad, in the whole, about £20,000 in the 3 per Cents, and, out 
of \£lyS6S, jfifty-seven cases were relieved, many of which were 
very interesting. 

Mr. Fitzgerrald recited a poem in praise of the Institution. 

Mr. Sotheby highly praised the Institution. It penetrated into the 
darkest places. 

Sir John Malcolm spoke of its administering relief in the delicate 
manner in which genius ought to be relieved, &c. ^ 

The health of Mr. Thomas Moore, &c. 

The Duke of Somerset having retired. Sir John Malcblm kept up the 
conviviality some time longer. 

Extracted from the Morning Chronicle, May II, 182ff. 



NOTA BENE, 



The chffoe article has been extracted in the regular course of time : the 
foUotmg have^en selected to complete the collection, and to be afterwards 
referred to in making remarks. 
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LORD £LDON» . 

(From a Monthly Publication,) 

Lord Eldon (tas one of the best-natured faces in the world ; it is 
pleasant to meet him in the street, plodding along with an umbrella 
under his arm, without one particle of pride, of spleen, or discontent in 
his whole composition, void of oflfence, with almost rustic simplicity 
and honesty of appearance ; a man that makes friends, at first sight, and 
could hardly make enemies if he would ; and whose only fault is that 
.that he cannot say nay to power, or subject himself to an unkind 
word or look from any he may deem higher than himself. He is a 
thorough Tory. Others boggle or are at fault in their career, or give 
back at a pinch ; they split into different factions, have other objects 
to distract them ; their private friendships or antipathies stand in their 
way; but he has never flinched, never gone back, never missed bis 
way; he is an out-and-outer in this respect; his allegiance has 
been without flaw, like "one entire and perfect chrysolite;** his im- 
plicit understanding is a kind of taffeta- lining to the crown, his servility 
has assumed an air of the most determined independence, and he has 
" read his history in the prince's eyes !" There has been no stretch of 
power attempted in his time that he has not seconded; no existing 
abuse, so absurd, of which be has not opposed the removal. He has 
gone the whole length of the most unpopular designs of every minister. 
When the heavy artillery of interest, power, and prejudice is brought 
into the field, the paper-pellets of the brain go for nothing. His lat^- 
rintti of nice, lady^like doubts explodes like a mine of gunpowder. 
The Chancellor may weigh and falter — the courtier is decided, the poli- 
tician i^ firm, and riveted to his place in the cabinet. On all the great 
questions that haVe divided the cabinet or public opinion, or agitated 
the public mind, the Chancellor has been found uniformly, and without 
a single exception, on the side of prerogative and pawer, and against , 
every proposal for the advancement of freedom. He was a strenuous 
supporter of the wars and coalitions against the principles of liberty 
abroad; he has been equally zealous in urging or defending every act 
and infringement of tlie constitution for abridging it at home; heat 
the same time opposes every amelioration of the penal laws, on the 
alleged ground of his abhorrence of even the sbadow of innovation ; he. 
has studiously set himself against Catholic emancipation ; he laboured 
hard in his vocation to prevent the abolition of the Slave Trade^; he 
was Attorney-General in the trials for High Treason, in 1794; and 
the other day, in giving his opinion on the Queen's Trial, shed tears . 
and protested his innocence before God ! This was natural and to be 
expected ; but on all occasions he is to be found at his post, true to the 
side of prejudice, to power, to the will of others, and to his own in- 
terest. In the whole of his public career, and with all his goodness of ^ 
disposition^ he has not shown '* so small a drop of pity as a wren's eye." 
He seems to be on his guard against every thing liberal, as his weak 
side. Others relax in their obsequiousness, eith«y.from satiety or dis- 
gust, or a hankering after popularity, or a wi^h to be thought above 



Ixxx 

narrow prejudices. But the Chancellor arone is dsed and immove- 
able. Is it want of understanding or of principle? No ; it is want of 
imagination, a phlegmatic habit, an excess of false complaisance and 
good nature. Humanity and justice are no better than vague terms to 
him: he acts upon his immediate feelings and least irksome impulses. 
The king's hand is velvet to the touch ; the woolsack is a seat of honour 
and profit. That is all he knows about the matter. As to abstract 
metaphysical calculations, the ox that stands staring at the corner of 
the street troubles his head as much about them as he does; yet this 
last is a very good Icind of animal, with no harm or spite in him, unless 
he is goaded on to mischief, and then it is necessary to keep out of his 
way, or warn others against him ! _ 

^ . ' Extracted from the Devizes^ Gazette, June, 1824. 
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Our table is loaded with the complaints of worn-out and ruined 
heads of families, against Lord Chancellor Eldon, and the Court which 
he overhangs, as it were a perennial nightmare. Neither public opi- 
nioit, nor parliamentary inquiry, nor the sense of right, nor the feelings 
of humanity, nor the promised approach of an event which levels all 
ranks^ and crushes all perverted powers, and punishes all transgres- 
sions, whether negative or positive, seem to, penetrate that case-hardened 
fortress in which the spirit of Chancery has for.almost a fourth part of 
a hundred years enthroned itself. No cries of distress can melt it— 
all mortal arms rebound from its adamantine surface — neither moth 
nof mould have yet impaired its vigor; but Time^ the consumer of all 
else l>eneath the sun, is himself devoured by the everlasting demon of 
the woolsack. It is vain and foolish to talk of the Court of Chancery 
as of an abstract thing, which involves no personal considerations. 
That Court is identified with one living-^we had almost said one im- 
/mortal — man. Its abuses have all sprung to their full enormity under 
him. If he has not produced^ he has reared, cherished^ and protected 
them. ^ Never did parent dfiscover such impartial fondness for the 
several members of the most multifarious brood, as does thd Chief of 
our Equity Courts, for, even the most minute, most oflTensive, and un- 
sightly of his begotten or adopted progeny. When accused, 'no matter 
what the complaint or who may be the assailant, no wild animal ever 
defended her young with more unreasoning and reckless animosity 
than does the father of itnglish *^ Equitable Jurisdictions" the various 
vices with which they and their ministers stand charged. So hopeless 
seems a reform in Chancery, that the very commission for exposing the 
corruptions of that Court is itself tainted with them from top to bot- 
tom. When Mr. Williams made his first motion for inquiry, it took 
twelve months to get acause heard, even in the Court of the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, from the time of getting it into the paper. Now, it can hardly 
come before his honour in less than two years and a half or three 
years. The Master of the Rolls now and then h^ars some motions, 
and do^s little or nothing more; but before my lord himself, an^ infant 
may grow ** from the cradle. to the crutch," between the putting him 
down for hearing, and sending away his cause decided. 
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TV jifeQrt{)roken suitors ^re siruck mule and powerlesSi and have 
h^t, in ihaQy instances^ eireu to the faculty of rournidring at their un* 
worthy fate. It is from parliament alone that any good can be ex** 
tracted, or obstinacy in one man, and fraud in others, prevented from 
sweeping ajwaiy^ unredressed and unresisting, a fourth part of tii6 present 
generation. 

The amount of' property too,, as well as the treatment it receives, 
ought to bt gravely looked at by parliament. There is little less than 
forty millions of money locked up iii this Tartarus, and enclosed by the 
brazen gates of Chancery, from which that which once enters is never 
seen to return"^^* NiUla vestigia reirorswn." Even of the treasure so 
deposited, the interest, it appears, is not regularly paid. We have 
before us declarations from persons whose all is in the hands of tbo 
"Accountant-General" of the Court of Chancery, and who have not 
yet received the Michaelmas dividetid from the Bank, because, it is 
«(irmised, the, officers of the Accountant-General are shooting, or 
Otherwise amusing themselves. This is very cruel, yet might be very 
easily reformed. But 4aking the tribunals of Chancery as a vrliole, we 
ask, can aiTy iionest man in the community point 'out an evil to com- 
pare with them ? What roa]>, or wotnan, or infant child in the empire, 
above jthe ranks .of mere paupers, has not felt the sting of this tremens 
dous power? What have the Catholics, as Catholics, to plead in ther 
way of wrongs, compared with those of a Chancery suitor ? What has 
the poor man who oi^y begs from his parish to complain of, in compa- 
rison with him whose bread was snatched from his lips, who has the 
pMgs of memory superadded to those of want, and who sees the depr&p 
dators upon his unfortunate children clothed in the reverend drapery of 
justice? Talk of pledges for or against theCatholic question^-^of pledges 
-against the Corn^aws, or in favour of parliamentary reform, but giva 
Dsthe Member of the House of Commons whq pledges himself to vote 
«n all occasions for a reform of Lord Eldon's Court. 

Extracted Jrom the Times, November ^ 183d* 
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To ^e PuhUshed by SvhscriptiMf' Price Five Shillings, 

(See the Title Pa^eJ 



Ma. Xjou.r.lay, though deprived of all property, by unparalleled 
persecution, does not require Subscribers to enable him to print this 
work, for it is nearly completed : ^neither does he wish to make mpney 
-by these means; hut, he is extremely anxious to draW attention to. his 
Aost extraordinary and crnel case, which concerns every British subject^ 
^nd is, imhappily, much misunderstood, while a powerful 'host is op^ 
posed, to disclosure, — ^a host which no single individual can possibly 
withstand. >Sfaould he be so fortunate as to secure the attention of ge» 
■necDus spirits, who iriU not tamely see oppression triumph, he meani^ to 
extend explaaatian, and feels confident that, with such assistance, he 
ivill, ill the end, gain a victory, not only vitally important jto hitn^Vp 
hat big mth valuable reswltj^ to the nation. 



Ixxxu 

SitDated as ho now is, Mr. G. cannot give thb advertisemeiit that 
wide circulation which he wishes it' to have; but will be truly thankful 
should friends extend publication in newspapers, or otherwise. Any 
four Subscribers, ot more, furnishing Mr. G. with their address, direct, 
jhall have copies of the book forwarded to them as soon as completed. 



(See No. 52 J 
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CIRCULAR 

TO THE PEOPLE OF FIFE. 

Sir, — ^The publishers of the Fife Herald having denied me the 
common privilege uf advertising in that paper, I was driven to the ne- 
cessity of desiring the above to be posted on churches throught>ut the 
county : and it is now proper to mark the spirit of refusal. 

To tjuash suspicion that doubt as to payment was entertained, I have 
first to state that Mr. Tullts is my debtor, of which he was reminded 
more than a year ago, and again last December; nor wHl he deny that 
the debt is ten times the amount of ahy charge which could be made for 
publishing the above in the Fife He^rald. 

It was not dread then of nonpayment, but dread less creditable, which 
caused denial — dread of giving offence to men who domineer in the 
county. Sir, it is pitiful^ and worse than pitiful, it is base, and justly 
demands your gravest consideration. Look to the advertisement, and 
say what could be more harmless ; say. if the columns of a newspaper, 
fostered by the public, should be shut against a mere business.afFair?. 
This point settled, think of my object ; think that I only wish to have 
my cruel case stated ; — think that the refusal in question went to bar 
me from a hearing by my oldest ^friends : think of the nature of my 
complaint, — of a dread conspiracy to blast my reputation for ever — to 
cast me out on the world as a person of unsound mind, and to entail the 
direst curse on my progeny. Think that this attempt is made after I 
have been robbed of my property in England^ and unjustly banished 
from it in Canada: I, who was bred to no regular profession, and am 
now in the forty-eighth year of my age: — think, oh think, of the re- 
morseless and cowardly spirit which would stifle the voice of the fallen, 
and extinguish the last hope of sympathy for deliverence from such evils 
as these. 

Let it not be supposedvthat I point to an individual — to Mr.TulliB. 
He is but one of the publishers, — a tradesman^ who, in duty to his fa- 
mily, must be cautious. I point not even to the corps of publishers, 
mean as their conduct may be*; but to the Leviathan of installed power, 
wbi^h broods over them, — jealous of liberty— jealous of truth«— jealous 
jof all that is good ; — that grovelling, narrow-minded spirit (I mean no- 
thing embodied) which said to me, eighteen years ago, *^you shoutd coa- 
4^fr yourself a$<me of us:*' ^^thvLi besotted overbearing monster of igno- 
f^ce« wl^ch then hfst startled me into thought, and has ever since kept 
me thoughtful^ aloof froio party, and resolute for the common weal. 
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i have declared myftelf proud Qf beinga naiive of Fife ; and I am so. 
I have said that my falher was a pnag^strate upwards of twenty years^ 
and twice that period the fioost eealous improver:-- who will deny it? 
Can the county be traversed in any direction^ but over roads which he 
was most active in forming ? Can the eyo be turned to either hand> 
from its centre, and no'l behold bills, waving with wood, of his planting ? 
Are not thousands of industrious people yet alive who earned biead from 
his liberal employment ? But, he was unfortunate : — yes, to my know- 
ledge, he was assailed by villainy, cheated, and cruelly torn to pieces in 
old age — 

*' Deserted in his utmost peed 
/ " By those his bounty often fed !" 

^ould the man, who for fifty years in lousiness, never miscounted a 
^gure ; who made the best bargains and most judicious improvements; 
whose crops were unifori^ly the most luxuriant; whose character^ for 
probity, remains unimpeached ; who was, in all things regular, steady, 
and persevering; who was no way extravagant, neither he nor his 
family; — could such a man be ruined but by foul play? — No, it is im- 
possible; though to me only can the infernal machinations of revengeful 
power be fully known. I, Sir, have been blamed for my father's ruin ; 
but it was quite the reverse. He was, indeed, beset because of my prin- 
ciples ; but of these I am proud, and to these shall I adhere till the' 
latest hour. There are mistakesx abroad as to my principles : they are 
truly constitutional. Even my earliest effusion — my letter to Lord 
Kellie, was sound in principle: ay, and it was prophetic. See it now 
as to the downfall of Napoleon, the effects of peace, the late agricul* 
taral distress, and, the present panic from " a delusive system qf^nance." 
Could I have roused my father to a sense of.impending danger, it might 
have been well ; but as it is, I shall call it Jbetter, even with myself, un- 
hurded, unhoused, and in jail. A purer spirit than my father's never 
walked the earth. He is gone; — he who commanded five votes in the 
county, leaving not even a wreck of property behind ; but I am contented. 
Seventeen years ago I exclaimed '* blesseSl adversity^ I could almost wor- 
ship thee," and blessed, indeed, has it proved. Adversity has rid me of 
care, strengthened my arm, brightened my ideas, and purified my hrart. 
It shall yet be my task to demonstrate that wealth is^ not all in all r that 
virtue may be paramount; and that an honest man, even pennyless, has 
nothing to fear. 

* I have said thai I long to return home,— long to rejoin my family ; 
and that I am anxious yet to stand highin public opinion. It is most true. 
My intention, when free, is to visit Fifeshire and perambulate every 
part of it, for every, part of it is dear to my warmest recollections. 
Cheerfully shall I take friends by the hand, and sternly look men in the 
face who woukl *^ watch my motions/* and, at last, consign me to Bed- 
lam. Yes, steadfastly shall 1 yet tread on the land of my ancestors, and 
> happily ^x my abode there, surrounded by my children. 
. Inhabitants of Ceres Parish^ (both male and female,) Porgan, Ferry* 
port-on-craig, and Scoonie, besides those of many parishes in Wil^hire, 
having, last year^ petitioned Parliament in my behalf, I now earnestly 
solicit a renewal of good offices, and with petitions from ever}' parish, of 
my native county, success will be certain, i have most valuable infer- 
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this, what could f have said to disprove «ucfa averments, False 
and deceitful in the extreme? Mr. Brougham had every ad- 
vantage : his veracity was unsuspected : he spoke when there 
was no one to contradict; and in a corps where all sympa- 
thised with hin^. He had already raised the report that I was mad : 
he had had time to study his part, and could readily perceive 
that tact alone was wanted to rivet conviction. Accordingly,, 
till the present hour, nothing more has beea required to brand 
me as insane, and sustain him before the public as immaculate. 
The moment that he, with the instinctive cunning of a prac- 
tised lawyer, made me appear in the lobby as an object of pity 
and of unsound mind^ that moment a voice loudly proclaimed 
that I was mad, and from, that moment the world, ever ready 
to triumph, was against me. Henceforward, no ordinary 
mind could have withstood the tide of ignominy; far less 
have retained vigour at the end of two years' imprisonment to 
beat down the traducer, which I most assuredly shall do. Yes, 
sofaras Mr. Brougham is concerned, I shall assert that victory 
is mine, even here in durance ;«^that detectiofi, and disgrace, 
and infamy, await the man who could firist unfeelingly betray, 
and then, more unfeelingly^ consign a fellow-creature to 
destruction. 

It was thought by many that Mr. Brougham would, in com- 
passion, plead for me during the session of 1825, as well as 
call attention to the statute 59 and 40 Geo. HI. c. 24; but 
these persons knew little of human nature trained and hardened . 
in Che school of Machiavel. During that session, we find him 
only declaring offfroin having any tiling to do with '^ Mr. Gour- 
lay's present confinement/^ aflecting pity for ^' the poor gen- 
tleman,^' and mis-directing attention, by speaking of my peti* 
tion as one '' regarding the education of the poor." jQuring / 
the session just now closed, thinking me down for ever, he has, 
knowingly, remained silent. 

A man who has been horsewhipped and waives damages for 
corporeal hurt, naturally lessens the injury: so we find Mr. 
Brougham declaring that he felt something twice. I suffered 
him to pass near the ientry to the House of Lords: followed 
him quietly up stairs, and, just as he reached the first pillar jo 



carate information could be obtained respecting the state of his mind. In suggesting 
this delaji he hoped the Honourable Gentleman would not think it proceeded from 
any insensibility or indifference to the.eitentof the outrage, or from any disrespect 
towards him. 

Mr. Bfrov^lwm, As far as regards me, I am satisfied of his derangement, or some- 
thing tantamount to it ; but I have had no communication with him these three years. 

Afr. Conntfig. Then» as the individual is now in custody, it is understood that pro- 
ceedings are only deferred. 

Tht Speaker, I understand that, the individual being now in custody, he stands 
committed till the pleasure of the House be known. 
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the lobby, applied the whip to his shoulders as calmly as ev^r ' 
I chastised a chiid< Gook, the eonstable, willing to aggravate, 
swelled the account to ^' five or six smart blows ;" but they 
were precisely three, and just sufficient to be felt. As it was 
politic for Mr. Brougham to reckon the blows less by one, so 
it was^ further advisable to lengthen the period since our last 
interview, and twice over he speaks of three years, whereas it 
was not yet two since he had presented my petitions, and not 
one since I had by letter accused him of treachery^ He states 
that he had been told that I was occasionally deranged ; but 
what was this but a masterly insinuation to impose oti his 
bearers? Where is his informant; and what is his proof? 
Few have been more before the public, in trying situations 
than myself. I am personally known in a wider circle than 
Mr. .Brougham : have spoken, and written, and done, a great 
deal on both side$ of the Atlantic : but neither from word nor 
deed of mine can the slightest proof be. adduced of insanity at 
any one moment of time. Sufiering for years from nervous 
disease, I guarded against usual consequences by means which 
not one of a thous&nd would have had resolution for; of 
which I shall ever boast,>and of which I have freely spoken* 
It wad necessary to describe my situation when brought intd 
court, at Niagara, after long and cruel confinement. This I 
did in a circular (A £) sent to every member of the House of 
Common^, and again, in my Petition (A 6), entrusted to Mr. 
Brougham. In the former, it was stated that the action of the 
fresh air ** produced the effect of intoxication^'^ In the second, 
that my ** faculties entirety/ forsook me" This was describing 
as nearly as possible my helpless condition ; yet, by no means 
acknowledging insanity : and, if it had, how shameful for a 
Member of Parliament to let it be recorded that a British 
subject was driven mad by colonial oppression, without a word 
spoken in his behalf. The truth is, Mr. Brougham got up his 
story of insanity to cheapen the affront of horse-whfpping ; and, 
seeing the success of his expedient, we must give him credit 
as a maj2 of the world* Up to this time he has gained his 
point ; but if twenty years are added to these two last of im-, 
prisonment, I shall be immoveable in my opinion of his con- 
duct, and ever ready to look him in the face, with accusation 
of treachery and falsehood of the most malicious kind super- 
added. 

The pretence that my petition could be presented as mattei: 
of courtesy,. is most of all unblushing. No one can peruse it, 
and think so fora^nclment: but, by looking back on No. 15, we 
may see how the public were led into error as to this. The Editor 
of The Times, directed by the declaration of Mn Brougham, 
ihat my petition was presented by him three years ago, turns 






iif> the jouiiftals of 16dl, discovers a petition thare, presented 

for, me by Sir Ji^mes Mackiatosb, as mere matter of record^ 

(A 4)-— sees oothiog in that petition which required imfciiiediale 

atleotion; runs on with groundless a«serttoDs in eve^y line, 

' and then, with utmost coofidence, infers that *' clearer proof 

*' caiknot be supplied of the unhappy cooditton of Mr. G4)ar- 

''lay's mind. He labours under a complete delasioti^ ifae 

ground of hrs assault on Mr. Brougham having no extsteaoe 

except in his own imagination/' This is a fine spectmeo of 

newspaper authmty and argument. Every assumption ig 

.«atrue, every assertion is false, every conclusion ib scaada* 

lous^ while the public could not doubt that the whale W8» 

strictly correct. This is the way that I have been traduced, 

and put to the torture for two years, in the centre of the Brktish 

capita}. , - 

The petition entrusted to Mr. Brougham was first dcasm 
up in the simplest form possible, and merely for the purpose 
,oi bringing forward witnesses. It thus required no ocatory to 
support its prayer ; and I asked Sir Ronald Ferguson to do the 
buainesSy because he was from my native county. Uoluckilj, 
he committed it to Mr. Brougham, who, for special .reasons, 
was the last man I would have applied to. Mr. B* iovited 
jae to his house : shook hands again and again : seemed to 
.take a warm interest. in my behalf; and gave me hope by re- 
commending that the petition should be amplified, that be 
would make a motion, not only for the appearance of my wit* 
laesses but for a general inquiry into the state of Upper 
Caoitda. I called On him repeatedly, walked with him one 
^ay from Hill^treet to Piccadilly, conversing all the way cm 
the »ibject, and he then proposed to give me a seat under the 

fallery, that J might the better hear him advocate my cause, 
[is delay and the dreadful anxiety which then hung on my 
mind induced me to write from time to time. The letters (in 
the Appendix B, 1^, £0^ £1, and 26) will best speak, as to thi»; 
and 1 entreat that these may be most particularly attended to 
while the whole correspondence lodged with Sir Ronald Fer-" 

Sison is perused. From these letters, Mr. Brougham knew 
at my all was at stake ; that life itself was not held so desi* 
rable as my wish to get clear of the taint of unjust banishment 
He' had my inmost thoughts poured forth; my situation de- 
clared ; my poignant feelings expressed ; yet became altogether 
callous ; till at last, after days, and weeks, and months, he ran 
from his engagement, and was out of my sight before it* was 
.possible for me to obtain a personal interview. Let but the 
letters be read, and sure I am his conduct must be adjudged 
cruel, unfeeling, and treacherous. 
Having said this, I wish it to be understood that sothing in 
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the letters referred to determined the dernier resort of horse- 
whippiog. -Nothing of this kind was contempjated till after 
my packet of correspondence was lodged with Sir Ronald 
Ferguson. That sprung from accident^ considerations and 
feelings of a different iiat|tre emirelj frood'any that possibly 
can hie imagined. At presentj it is unnecessary to explain as 
to this, or more particularly regarding the reasons ibr Mr. 
Broogbam's treachery ; hui if required T shall willingly tell all, 
aad fvoirld «ven onkeiil the pivper «pakeii 'of, 4n No* 11, before 
wkae9Be% and puUlish iuieontents, there berag no longer odea- 
Mn for keepHig any ^thing seciiet* 

Imi now to f>aiise, till it is known whether ihe public cares 
stall for me or my verydveadfal t!rtals;-^whether I km to pintfe 
ltrJ?fe, unheard, robbed of ray pr4»f)erty, i^obbed o^f my rights 
is a firitisb suiject^ .and finally robbed of my refmtation. That 
limvc-feeea afoleMftberlo to beep my spirits bneyant 'passes 
amlerstandtng; but so it ts, and 1 atn thankful for it» This, 
homevetf 1 shall say, .that if hope of obt<akirDg justice wasex- 
linrt,iwoukl prdfer death to perpetual imprisontMnt. Many 
a poor creature, unable toonake bisxsase4c«owii, Jnm, no 'doubt, 
MBisnffered ;^-^has been shut up as mad* ev>en tograf ifyr the lust 
of power m die broast/af relations; amd my Appendix <A £4^ 
aftvds pvoof i>hat snch cfisposition iias been maoifesi^d towards 
me. it ie Joathsome.; and, as my last re4}uest, I shaU say, what 
has bees said 4iefore, ** protett use from mm fn$Hi$^ ^mi J sAoAf 

We -ane Aa\A that ^ cbe iieart of nan is deceitful above aiN 
things, and idespenateJy iwidtsd." It aiay be so; but they wtio 
knew notfaiafg}€H astroaamy w£ve, perhaps, alike Jgooram of 
aaiaial eobnmny^ and ibe «ervous systeaiH^of ^mpathies and 
niiipaibtes^ varcontrolabte iby the wiU. My Arst isare after 
asrest, in the hibbgr «f the House of Omnmoas, a^as to despatdh 
ktteis te tny sisteis ia fidiaburgh smd Glascow, gaardin^ them 
igiinst.fllacfii:. Aiarni, ^however, .^Kvailed, aad liU this hoori 
paaso4Si/ruok with parliameBrtary speeches, d^Metoss' ^oatAiai and 
the array of apgry power, ifaey liave baea oinaUe to vecover, w 
as to communicate directiy iwith lane^ — certainly, from no want 
of regard, bat ihe iieTfrse. This is the melancholy part of my 
case, and I can only rqieat that*, hieing at (^$^se aodar Jttoil 
calainity, passes understanding. 
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A VOICE FROM PRISON. 

Gektlemen OF Westmobland! 

• • • 

This may not reach you ;' and if it doe8» may be disregarded. 
Still it shall be despatched ;-^still9 seeing that Mr. Brougham 
offers to represent ^*ou in parliament, let it be remembered 
that, on the 1 Ilhof June, 1824, I laid a horsewhip over his 
shoulders, in the lobby of the House of Commons. . 

Gentlemen, — ^There is not in England an individual who 
would more unwillingly act such a part than me: not oiie. I 
did it, however, in token of utter contempt of him who now 
solicits your votes— contempt, which word's could not express. 
I did it after long and serious consideration : 1 did it in duty 
to myself, fiiy family, and my country : I did it with advice of 
R friend, and shall never repent of the deed. 

Gentlemen! — Mr. Brougham bftrayed me in the cruellest 
manner, and has since triumphed by fabricating the most 
malicious scandaL JHe received my card after horsewhipping; 
but, to cheapen the affront, raised a report in the lobby that 
I was mad, and confirmed that report in the body of the House 
so completely as to procure an oatli in justification-T-an oath 
on which alone I have been imprisoned these two years, with- 
out trial-^an oath which has imposed a belief of insanity so 
overwhelming a^ wholly to blast iny hopes in tlie world. 

Gentlenien ! — Proof of Mr. Brougham's cruel, unfee]ing,a&i 
treacherous conduct to me, was. lodged with Sir Ronald Fer- 
guson ten months before the horsewhipping; and that proof 
may.be had of booksellers in a few days tience. Pause, then, 
before you give. your votes; and of nil things take-care that 
you choose an honest man to represent you in parliament^-* 
one who has a heart as well a^ a head. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBT. GOURLAY. 

House (^Correction, Cold-Bath-Fieldsf June 8, 18?6» 



The above was published in John Bull, Jnne 11, 1826, 
with some omissions and alteniticms by the Editor:— also, 
remarks as to my wifd work in Canada, giving wrong impres- 
sions i-^otherwise very well. 
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APPENDIX. 



(A. 1.) 

To His Most Excellent Majesty George the Fourth, Sovereign 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Ac. ft^c. ftc* 

London, December 3, 1824. 
Sire! 

It is five years this day since I landed in England, from Canada, 
whence I came home for the special purpose of communicating to the 
Supreme Government vast plans for public good, and to complain of 
mal-treatment experienced by me in the Upper Province; — objects 
of which I have never lost sight, and which have mainly engaged my 
attention throughout these five years. 

My first step was to put into the hands of every Member of the 
House of Commons a brief statement of facts prior to petitioning that 
house, which I did in July, 1820; again, in June 1831; and a third 
time in February 1822 : after which f bad a Petition laid before 
your Majesty in Council, all to the same end. 

There were then in London, two individuals who had witnessed 
the last of my three trials in Upper Canada, and who were ready to 
give evidence that I was then unfit for self-defence, being weakened 
with long, and cruel, and unnecessary confinement. . A petition was 
put into the bands of Mr. Brougham, for the special purpose of 
bringing forward these witnesses. It was corrected by himself, de* 
clared by him sufficient ; and being then fairly engrossed, was commit- 
ted to his care the 8th May, 1822. Mr. Brougham pledged himself in 
the most solemn manner to do justice to this petition. He kept me 
waiting in the utmost solicitude from day to day, from week to wreck, 
and from month to month, till at last, on the 18th of July, when 
hope was at the highest pitch, he fiung my Petition before Parlia- 
ment only to abandon it and leave me to despair. After this I had a 
Petition presented pro forma to the House of Lords ; and in August, 
1822, addressed a letter to your Majesty in Edinburgh. This done, 
and all to no avail, my mental powers were exhausted ; and by ex- 
traordinary efibrts only was my life and reason preserved. Strength 
being regained^ I pleaded my own cause before the Lord Chancellor, 
against the Duke of Somerset ; beat my opponent out of Chancery, 
and gained a provision for my children, against an appeal in the 
House of Lords. 



I addressed a second letter to your Majesty, on the first of May 
last, and allowed that month for a hearhig. Being informed when 
the period expired that your Majesty had *' not been pleased to 
signify any commands" on a subject to which was staked the 
dearest interests of my family, my sacred honour, and the long 
cherished hope of being a public benefactor, I had recourse to 
the dernier resort — to a manifestation of force— /wrce by which 
power is won, by which it must be maintaided, and by which it may 
be taken away when incompetent. Sire ! the law has authorized trial 
by battle. At your Majesty's coronation, challenge was proclaimed, 
and God himself has approved. In the lobby of the House of Com- 
mons, where riot could not possibly ensue, advisedly and deliberately^ 
free of malice and every thought as to breach of privilege, I reminded 
Mr. Brougham of betrayal of duty. I merely put his honour tattie test 
before God and my country ; and in support of mine, am ever wil- 
ling to hazard my life, daring the world to accuse me of aught mean, 
cowardly, or dishonourable. A year before hand, I acquainted Mr. 
Brougham^ .that he had betrayed me ; and soon after put into the 
hands of Mr. Hume, a Petition bearing record of this, which he re- 
fused to present to Parliament — a Petition which was forthwith deli- 
vered to the Lord Chancellor, to be laid before His Majesty, with 
other documents, showing to what dreadful extremities I had been 
drivea by misfortune and persecution. Sire ! so cautious was I, as 
to conduct, that my intention was made known months before execu-^ 
tion, and approved of by a friend. My principles, were then written 
down, subscribed to, and sealed : these principles I offered to unfold 
to any one Member of the Commons House of Parliament, In a letter 
to the Speaker ; and these I will still unfold to any man of honour, 
whom your Majesty may be pleased to name, that his word may go 
forth to the world in my justification. 

Sire ! after two honourable acquittals, on jury trial, in Upper 
Canada from false charges, I was imprisoned eight mouths without 
benefit of bail, weakened . and banished without the shadow of 
crime, from u country where I possessed, and still possess landed 
property, merely because an individual swore that 1 was seditious. 
For my conduct in the lobby of the House of Commons, I was confined* 
two weeks, cruelly insulted and denied a hearing, on the opinion of 
two doctors, that I was of unsound mind, and afterwards committed 
to this receptacle for felons, where I have been upwards of five 
months without an accuser and denied trial, solely because the same 
men confirmed their opinion with an oath.— Sire! ignominious and 
corporeal suffering has ceased to disturb my peace, hopeful that 
manly endurance may purchase deliverauce for the public as well as 
myself: — that these unparalleled persecutions may beget inquiry ; and. 
that inquiry may procure a curb for arbitary power. — Sire! till this 
is obtained neither person, nor property, nor reputation is secure ;— 
till this is obtained, your Majesty reigns not ovei^ freemen, but 
slaves. 

Addressing the King, who cs^n do no wrong, for the third time, I 
have yet hope : I ask no favour; I want naught but fair inquiry, 
and most earnestly entreat your Majesty to appoint a commissioii to 



ymt, exaoiine, aod assist me, if found worthy. I ask that this 
commission may, in the first place, peruse the statement above 
spoken of— Fourteen Petitions, written by me, presented to the 
House of Commons, and printed in its journals during the last four 
Sessions — my Petition to your Majesty in Council — my Petition to 
the House of Lords — ^a Petition addressed to the Lord High Chan- 
cellor, and papers committed to his Lordship's care, in August, 1823, 
together with this and my two former letters to your Majesty. These 
documents will not only speak for my soundness of mind, but evince 
its strength : they will show that throughout the greatest trials of 
adversity, I have ever kept in view plans for bettering the condition 
of the labouring poor, and for establishing a grand system of emi- 
gration in connexion therewith — objects of vital and pressing import 
to the peace, prosperity, and happiness of the nation. — Sire f let me 
but have the assistance of a few liberal-minded men during the ensu- 
ing month of January, and I pledge myself to put these plans in 
shape for the investigation of Parliament against its sitting. 

O ! Gracious Sovereign, let no unworthy contempt avert your 
countenance: let not narrow-minded and self-interested men per- 
suade your Majesty to be indifferent to the call of honesty, from 
wheucesoever it proceeds. Let not me, however fallen, and how- 
ever low, be beneath your royal regard. — Remember that clemency 
is the brightest ray which can be emitted from the crown, and that 
Divinity hath condescended to converse with fallen man. — Remember 
that the British Sovereign reigns only for the happiness of his people ; 
— ^that power is held only in trust for them. — Remember that though 
banished from a province, I am yet your Majesty's subject : — ^that, 
though bodily imprisoned, m}' mind is yetfree->my heart yet warm — 
my loyalty yet unshaken : that, I am here at home, not soliciting 
charity, but calling for justice, and acting on my birthright. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

House of Correction, 
Cold Bath Fields. 

REPLY. 

Whitehall, 6th January, 1825. 
Sir, 

I am directed, by Mr. Secretary Peel, to acquaint you, 
that he has laid before the King your Petition,! dated the 3d Decem- 
ber, but not received at this office until the 3d instant ; and that he 
has not felt it consistent with his public duty, to advise His Majesty 
to give any directions thereon. 

1 am further to inform you, that nothing is now, orever has been, 
daring your present confinement, necessary for ensuring your dis* 
xharge, except that you should find the security required by the act 
39thand 40th George III. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

H. HOBHOUSE. 
Mr. Robert Gourlay. 



(A. 2.) 

CIRCULAR. 

TO MEMBERS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 

London, June tO, 1910i 
SIR, 

THE following Statement, with Document9f was 
offtredfor publication, last January, to several Newspaper £kiitors, 
both in Edinburgh and London, Immediately afterwtards, ike 
King's death, and consequent dissolution of Parliament, delaying 
the principal intention, the publication was not pressed. 

On reviewing this Statement, after it has been written Jiv^ 
months, I see nothing material in it to correct, and think it the besi 
brief introduction to the business to which I now most earnestly solicit 
your attention. 

The importance which I myself attach to this business may be 
estimated by the solemn assurance that I crossed the Atlantic for the 
express purpose of submitting it to the Prince and Parliament ef 
Britain, and that I am now come up to town from Scotland solely 
with this view. It is not my individual interest which has urged me 
thus far, I, no doubt, shall be gratified if this can be advanced, 
or if I can have an opportunity of wiping off the stain so cruellif 
cast upon my reputation ; but, before God, I declare that these aire 
comparatively small objects when placed beside that which aims ed 
maintaining, in my person, the abstract right and honour of a 
native-born British Subject, On this account. Sir, I am free in 
addressing you, and sanguine of having your assistance. 

The Documents here produced will, I conceive, sufficiently put 
you in possession of the case ; but I shall, with gladness, wait upon 
you any where, in town, to converse on the sulffect, or receive com-- 
munications thereon, addressed to me at Coopei's Hotd, Boufterie- 
Street. 

The Sketch of a Petition to the Commons House of Parliament 
is not that which I may ultimately adopt. It is here exhibited partly 
for the purpose of explaining my views and arguments — partly to 
give a lead to those who may be so friendly as to correct my errors ^ 
or assist my, endeavours. For like purposes I have also annexed a 
Sketch of a Petition to the King in Council. 

You will observe' in the Statement some bold assertions made by 
me as to the capabilities of Upper Canada; and, although I am 
desirous, in the first place, to have my particular case diseusHd, I 
wish it to be clearly understood that, up to this moment, I flinch not 
from any thing that I have said, and shall be willing, if called 
on, to give explanation as to the practicable fulfilment of 'my asser-^ 
iions at the bar of your House. 

From the Morning Chronicle of 29th April last, I copy the fol- 
lowing conversation held in the House of Commons, the day preceding. 

** Lord A. Hamilton would suggest an emigration to our colonies 
** in North America, as the most (ffeetuai meaifts - of mUigtUng 
" distress. 



5 






4€ 

<c 

€* 

•€ 
•t 
«« 
*4 



^ The Chancellor of the Exchequer taid. His Maje9tjf*a Mhd* 
stert were disposed to adopt ettry meesmre which could realfy com* 
tribute to the relief of the distresses of the labourite elapses. 
Above 5000 persons had embraced the offers of Government and 
*' sailed for the Cape of Good Hope, With respect to the proposal 
'' of emigrating to North America, the Noble Lord was^ permqu, 
not fully aware of the present condition of persons who had ae-^ 
tually gone there. So far from finding increased means of sulh- 
silence, the last accounts proved, that they had experienced 
a want of employment fully equal to that which existed in the 
most distressed manufacturing distticts of this country. Govern* 
wnent were disposed to give every facility to any practicable scheme 
for mitigating the distresses of the people ; but, before they con^ 
** signed them to a foreign shore, it would be prudent to ascertain 
•* how far their condition was likely to be improved. The North 
*• American Provinces of Great Britain had been so overloaded with 
*' emigrants, that the government of Canada had made the strongest 
** remonstrances to this Government on the subject. He was not 
prepared to submit any plan to the House, and he repeated, that 
before the proposition of the Noble Lord were entertained, it 
would be wise to wait for some account of the progress of theco* 
lony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mr. Finlay said, that he, as well as the Noble Lord, had re*- 
** ceived applications from persons who were extremely anxious to 
emigrate, but who were wholly destitute of the means*' 
Now, Sir, I do assert, that, by proper management, the miseries 
experienced by emigrants going out to Canada might be averted ; 
and that even people *^ destitute of means** could be comfortably 
settled there : in short, that plans could be adopted to realize every 
benefit to Canada and Britain which you will find mentioned be- 
low.. Having said thus much, it remains for me only to subscrilfe 

mynlft 

Your fellow^subfeet and client, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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STATEMENT. 

To Editors of British New^apers. 

Craigrothie, Fifeshir^^Jan* 3, 1820. 



Gbntlbmbn, 



I landed at Liverpool, from Quebec, the 2d December, and 
have since learned, that, during the last two years, my name has 
iraquently -appeared in youc columns, connected with certain political 
movements in Upper Canada* By consulting the files of various 
newspapers, 1 have discovered that very great mistakes have pre* 
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Vaikdi as to 'Cjemadian affairs, and that calamniefs, both false Mid 
malignant, havelkeen propagated with re^rd to me. 

As a specimen of these, it has been published that I was ** One of 
" th^ worthies who escaped from Spa-fields;" and attempts have 
been made to impress a belief on the public mind, that my opera- 
tions in Canada were connected with the schemes of jVIessrs. Cobbett 
and Hunt in England. The very contrary of all^ tMlt is trUe. 

In consequence of unavoidable change of fortune, I went out to 
Upper Canada, where I had many friends, in the summer of 1817, 
solely with a view to ascertain whether it would be prudent to re- 
move my family thither. My hitention of going there was announced 
more than a year before I set out, and my wish was not to be more 
than six months from home. 

Though a sincere friend to parliamentary reform in this country, I 
had repeatedly published, before going abroad, my opinion of the 
impropriety of holding large irregular meetings for that purpose, 
and particularly reprobated those of Spa -fields. No man can 
show that I was ever connected in politics with a single individual 
in Britain; and- it. must be well remembered in Wiltshire, that I 
stood forward in opposition to Messrs. Cobbett and Hunt, at the 
county meeting held there in 1816, when their object was to run 
down the property-tax. So very decided and serious was I on that 
occasion, that I caused to be stuck up, in every corner of the county, 
a placard, declaring, that, ** by a well modified property-tax^ and 
by that alone, could the country be preserved in peace J* 

In Upper Canada my efforts had no view whatever to a reform of 
Parliament. The people there have a perfect representation, and 
before long they will make a better use of it than they have hitherto 
done. Soon after my arrival in that country, I viewed it as the most 
desireable place of refuge for the redundant population of Britain, 
and I conceived schemes for promoting a grand system of emigra- 
tion. Nothing could be .more palpably innocent than my first pro- 
posals, yet they were opposed, and from reflections springing out of 
tbe nature of this opposition, I became convinced, that without par- 
liamentary inquiry into the state of the Province, every effort towards 
liberal improvement would be futile and vain. I prolonged my stay 
till the meeting of the Provincial Parliament that I might press a refer- 
ence of certain matters to the Prince and Parliament at home. A 
vote of inquiry was carried in the Commons House of Assembly ; but 
immediately afterwards a dispute having arisen between that body 
and the Legislative Council, the Parliament was suddenly prorogued, 
its business unfinished. 

At this juncture, and without the slighsest idea of evil, I advised 
the people to raise a subscription, and send home Commissioners to 
intreat attention from the Throne to the afiairs of the province. It 
was necessary to hold a meeting of deputies for the purpose in view, 
and to this meeting I inadvertently gave the name of Convention, a 
name in every-day use over America, and applied to all sorts of 
meetings, both civil and sacred. On this occasion, it proved to be— - 

-*' A word of fear, 



XJnpIeasant to the guilty ear 



» 



The Executive of Upper Canada took alarm. In tome district* 
where the people bad little information from newspapers, the most 
outrageous opposition was set on fbot by creatures in office ; and, 
to cause a general panic, I was twice arrested, and held to bail for 
appearance to answer charges of seditious libel. 

Notwithstanding all this, respectable deputies were chosen through- 
out the greater part of the Province, and they met o|ienly in Con- 
vention at York, the capital. By this time, the Duke of Richmond 
and his son-in-law, had been announced as Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Canadas. I conceived favourable impressions of 
their lit>erality, and judging that the agitation excited, could not fail 
to impress serious notions of the importance of inquiry, advised the 
Convention to refer its cause to the Lieutenant-Governor and Gene-;- 
ral Assembly. After this, I stood two trials, and was twice honour- 
ably acquitted. The people were now sanguine that all would go 
welly when, to their astonishment, the Lieutenant-Governor having 
met the Parliament, hinted that sedition existed, and procured a law 
to prevent, in future, meetings by deputy. The discontent created 
by these measures, libelling the most loyal men, and without any 
proof of necessity circumscribing general liberty, was universal; yet, 
nothing more was resolved on by the people, but to clear the House 
of Assembly, at next election, of members who had balked their 
expectations. To me, who indulged the anxious hope of being al- 
lowed to develope my views, and point out a practicable plan, by 
which many thousands of the idle poor of England could be annually 
transported into Canada, with profit to the nation and comfort to 
themselves, the disappointment was cruelly provoking ; but it was 
far from rendering me hopeless of ultimate success. I had resolved 
to establish myself in the Province as a land-agent, &c. and was 
now treating for a house in which to commence business, when, lo ! 
I was arrested by the Sheriff, carried before a party of most viru- 
lent political enemies, and served with an order to quit the Province, 
merely because a wretch was found base enough to swear that I was 
a seditious person. 

To have obeyed this order would have proved ruinous to the bu- 
siness for which, at great expense, and with much trouble, I had 
qualified myself : it would have been a tacit acknowledgement of guilt 
whereof 1 was unconscious : it would have been a surrender of the 
noblest British right: it would have been holding light my natural 
allegiance : it would have been a declaration that the Bill of Rights 
was a Bill of Wrongs. I resolved to endure any hardship rather 
than to submit voluntarily. Although I had written home that I 
meant to leave Canada for England in a few weeks, I^ow acquainted 
my family of the cruel delay, and stood my ground, till I was a second 
time arrested, and forthwith committed to remain in jail for eight 
months without bail or mainprize. 

The impressions made on the public by this strange proceeding 
were such, that it . was intimated from various quarters, that if I 
chose, the jail should be pulled down for my relief, a step, which of 
course, I opposed. 

My *»«-»«t;'^«- ^Qw feeling that they, had gone too for, laboured. 



UjT arlful siddresses to the Lieutenanl-Oovernor, to impress ao- 
opiaioo upoD tbe public mind that some of ui^r writings were. 
seditious; but this conduct only exposed to fuller view the 
malevolence by which they were actuated. All hope of convicting 
me of crime seemed to die away, and, after three months' confine- 
ment, it was whispered that I should not be tried for sedition, but 
simply for not having obeyed the order to quit the Province, This 
I could not believe possible. In the mean time I instituted a suit 
for false imprisonment, and wrote off to various quarters for legal 
advice. From Montreal — from Edinburgh— from London, the re- 
plies of most respectable lawyers were uniform, that my imprison- 
ment was illegal; and the late Sir Arthur Piggott declared, that not 
only should the Chief-Justice of Upper Canada have granted my 
liberty, applied for by writ of Habeas Corpus^ but that a good 
action lay against the magistrates who had imprisoned me. 

Among tlie matters which the Convention had in view was one to 
call the Royal attention to a promise held out to the Militia during 
war* that grants of land should be made to them in recompense for 
their extraordinary exertions. It had been the policy of the United 
States to hold out offers of land to their troops who invaded 
Canada,-— offers, without which they could not have raised an army for 
that purpose, and these offers had been punctually and liberally fulfilled 
the moment that peace was restored. On the British side, three years 
had passed away without attention to a promise which the Canadian 
Militia kept in mind, not only as it concerned their interest, but 
ttheir honour. While the Convention trusted the consideration of 
inquiry to the Lieutenant-Governor and Assembly, they ordered 
jBO address to be sent home to His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, as a matter of courtesy and respect, having annexed to 
It the rough sketch of an address originally intended to be borne 
■home by a commission, in which sketch the neglect of giving land 
to the Militia was, among other matters, pointed out. This sketch, 
too, having been printed in America, found its way into British 
newspapers. 

In June, 1B19, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada sum- 
inoued the Assembly to meet a second time, aud, in his speech, 
notified that he had received an order from His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, to grant land to the Militia, but that he himself 
should think it proper to withhold such grant from those persons 
who had been members of convention. Tbe injustice of this 
measure was instantly in the mouth of every one, and the very 
Sheriff who held me in charge scrupled not to signify how it would 
;go should the Province again be invaded, while at that very moment 
it was thought by many that a war with the United States would 
jgrow out of tbe affair of Ambristier. 

The members of convention had met at York prior to any law to 
prevent tbe meeting of delegates : they had met in compliance with 
Ibis desire of many thousands of their fellow-subjects, and were 
wholly unconscious of evil : they were men of tried loyalty : they 
had held militia commissions during the war: ^ome had been wound- 
tdf some had been taken prisoners, and all bad behaved well* 





Host of them owned more land than f hey coald dispose ofj^ and aijy 
gift of land could be to' them a mere pledge of approbation for ddty 
performed to their Sovereign and country. Several weeks passed 
my, while it was anxiously hoped that the Assembly would mark 
its disapprobation of the opening speech, but approval was at lait 
carried by the speaker's vote, and the Legislative Council concurred 
io language the most direct and submissive. 

' To me such conduct seemed subversive of every hope that Upp^r 
Canada could be retained to Britainr in the event of war, and to 
startle those who so thoughtlessly put it in jeopardy into a consider- 
ation of consequences, I seized my pen, and called on God to 
assist my endeavours. My writing, when published, was voted by 
the Assembly to be libel, and the Lieutenant-Governor was solicited 
to order prosecutions. The Editor of the Newspaper, who had 
bad the assurance of a magistrate that he should not be molested 
while be had the manuscripts of authors to produce, aiid who was 
on this occasion wholly ignorant of what was printed in his office, 
being 150 miles from home, was seized in his bed during the middle 
of the night, hurried to Niagara Jail, and thence, next morning, 
to that of York, where he was detained many days out of tl^ 
reach of friends to bail him. After this he was led round the 
Country nearly a hundred miles, exposed to view as a malefactor of 
the worst kind, all clearly for the purpose of working unfavourable 
impressions against him ; and, to be sure^ be was finally convicted 
on a charge which, from its nature, the author alone was com- 
petent to repel. 

My treatment was still more wantonly cruel. After two months' 
^u>8e confinement in one of the cells oif the jail, my health had 
heguQ to suffer, and, on complaint of this, the liberty of walking 
tbrongh the passages and sitting at the door was granted. This 
liberty prevented my getting worse the four succeeding months, 
althoogh I never enjoyed a day's health, but by the power of 
ttedicine. At theend of this period I was again locked up in the 
^11, cut off from all conversation with my friends, but through a 
hole in the door, while the jailer or under-sheriff watched what was 
ssui, and for some time both my attorney and magbtrates of my 
*<^uaintance were denied admission to me. The quarter sessions 
^ere held soon after this severe and unconstitutional treatment com- 
"Jl^ced, and, on these occasions, it was the custom and duty of 
the grand jury to perambulate the jail, and see that all was right 
|K^ilh the prisoners. I prepared a memorial for their consideration, 
bjily on this occasion, was not visited. I complained to a magistrate 
through the door, who promised to mention my case to the chair- 
'>»nof the sessions, but the chairman happened to be brother of 
oae of those who had signed my commitment, and the court broke 
vp without my obtaining the smallest relief. 

Exasperation of mind, now joined to the heat of the weather, 
which was excessive, rapidly wasted my health and impaired my 
f^ulties. . I felt my memory sensibly affected, and could not connect' 
'iiy ideas through any length of reasoning, but by writing, which 
'■'wiy dayal was whoUy unfitted for. by the violence of coutinii4 
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Jbcadftcb. .Iminedi«tely before the siltiog of the assfxea tte 
weather became cool, so that I was able to apply constaiitJy for 
three days^ and finish a written defence on fssety point likely to be 
^questioned on the soore of seditious libel. I also prepared a formal 
protest ag«tnst any verdict which might pass against me, as subject 
to the statute, under colour of which I was confined. 

It was again reported that I should be ir^d only as to the fact of 

. tefusing tp leave the Province. A state of nervous trrttability^ of 

, which I was not then sufficiently aware, deprived my mind of the 

.power of reflection on the subject: I was sensed with a fit of eon- 

,yulsive laughter, resolved not to defend such a suit, and was, per- 

. haps, rejoiced that I might be even thus set at liberty from my 

horrible sitiiation. On being called \)p for trial, the action of the 

fresh air, aAer six weeks'' close confinement, produced the effect of 

intoxication. I: had no control over my conduct, no sense of coo' 

.sequence, nor little other feeling but of ridicule and disgust for the 

court which countenanced such a trial. At one mometst 1 had t 

. desire to protest against the whole proceeding, but, forgetting that 

I bad a written protest in my pocket, I struggled in v^tn to call to 

mind the word protest, and in another moment i\ve whole t»ain of 

ideas which led to the wish bad vanished from my mind. WImii 

the verdict was returned, that I was guilty of having refusied to 

leave the Province, I had forgot for what I was tried, and affnantei 

a juryman by asking if it was for sedition. 

Gentlemen, these are melancholy particulars, and so far as tbej 
concern myself only, I certainly should be inclined to conceal 
*tliem. As they concern the legislation and spirit of governing in a 
British Province, I have thought it my duty to offer the considenh 
lion of them to the public prior to submitting the sapie to the Prince 
and Parliament pf this country, for which purpose I more espe^Uy 
«ame home. It is my wish to return to Upper Caoadu, and to 
\atand any fair trial for alleged crime : it is my wish to promote the 
jsettlement of that Province with British subjects ; but what British 
;iubjecl of spirit would se^le in a country, where, in a moment, he 
inay have to bow to arbiti:ary power, or be turned adrift hi a foreiga 
land^ the sport of calumny, injured in health, and ruined in the 
fair expectations of doing well for his family 1 

I annex a copy of the statute under colour of which I was iia^ 
-prisoned and banisii^d^ together with the order served upon me to 
quit the Province, ^t^r having resided there more than a year. 

When these dp^^a^ents are examined, in connexion with the 
aboye statement, I shall ask the public to consider whether there is 
not reason for instant parliamentary inquiry, and if such inquiry is 
fiistituted, I pledge myself to show that Upper. Canada, instead of 
costing this country a large sum of money to maintain it, could 
yield annually a -handsome revenue to the British Government: thi^ 
iu^te^d jof remaiujiig the poorest, it may speedily become tlie richest 
P^rt^of North America: that it may this very year give employment 
fij^d* brf£|d to &0,Q0O of the poor inhabitants of Britain, and, for 
Ip^^y,' years to come, afford anniHilly>a simibr dnm for redondanl 
|)iipuMiQH:~lastly^ that it may be made a permanent and «eciiie 
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biAwiiTk to the BHtisli enpir^, kistead of being a lore to it$ iavasiMi 
and dowafall; 

These, Geotlenieii, are bold asserlioiis; but they are not only 
bold ; they are rational and sincere, and tbey proceed from a mind 
which has been devoted for tnfo years to reflections on the subject 
— a mind which has sustained Itself under every reasonable trial, 
and whieh has not yet entirely sunk beneath the most odious per- 
iecatioo. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



An Act far. the better seeuring tkis Province against 
all Seditious Attempts or Designs to disturb the 
Tranquillity thereof. (Passed 9th March, 1804 J 

WuBBEAS, it is necessary to ppdtect hi9 Majesty's sub^ ri^eamhic. 
jects of this Province from the insidious attempts or de« 
Mgns of evil-winded and seditious persons ; and, whereas, 
anch danger may arise to the public tranquillity thereof, 
from the unrestrained resort and residence of such persons 
therein : Beit therefore enacted, by the King^s most excel- 
lent Majesty, by and with the advice aed consent of the Le- 
gialaitive Council and Assembly of the Province of Upper 
Canada, constituted and assembled by virtiie of^ and under 
the authority ^of aa act passed in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, intituled ^' An Act to repeal ceHain Parts of an 
Aet passed in the fourteenth Year of his Majesty's Reign« - 
imitiited ' An Act for making more effectual Provisions for * 
the <jrovemraent of the Province ^ Quebec, in North 
America, and to make further Provision for the Govern- 
meot of the said Province,* " and by the authority of the Gotemer, 
smne. That, from €ud after the passing of this Act, it &r. empowl 
skaii and mag be Imofnlfor the 4^vemary Lieutenant- liprii^cml 
Oovemar, or persons admisdsUrUtg the government of this toarmT^* 
Province, for the Menders of the Legislative and Execu- ^Jjf" ^ 
Hoe Coun^hy the Judges of his Majesty^ s Court of King's actT* 
jBen^A, for the Uwte being, respectively, or for any per- 
son or persons authorized in that behalf, by an instrument 
Under the hemd and seal of the Governor^ Lieutenant'- 
Governor, or person administering the government for the 
time being, or any one or more of them, jointly or sepa^ 
ffMefy, by warrant or warretnts, under his ^ their hand 
smd sealj or hands and seals, to arrest any person or per* 
sons not having been an inhabitant or inhabitants of this 
Province for the space of six months next preceding the 
date of such warrant or t^arrants, or not having taken the 
qath of allegiance to our Sovereign Lord the King, who^ 
ty words, actions, or other behaviour or conduct, hath or 
£nte enAavoured, or hath or have given Just cause to sstS" 
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peei thai he, tik€\ or ike^, i$ er are ab&ui to enJhawmr U '■ 
alienate the minds of his Me^estyU subjects of this Pro- 
vince from hii person or government ^ or in anywise with 
a seditioukintent to disturb the tranquiliity thereof to the 
end that swuh person or persons shall forthwith he brought' 
before the Mf^ person or persons so granting such warrant 
or warrants against him, her, or Mf 0t, or any other per^ 
son or persons duly authorized to grant such warrantor 
warrants by virtue of this act ; and if such person or 
persons not being such inhabitant or inhabitants as afort- 
said, or not having taken such oath of allegiance, shall not 
give to the person or persons so granting such warrant or 
warrants, or so authorized as aforesaid, before whom he, 
she, or they shall be brought, full and complete satisfac' 
tion that his, her, or their words, actions, conduct, or 
behaviour had no such tendency or were not intended to 
promote or encourage disaffection to his MajestyU person 
or' government, it shall and may be lawful for each or any 
of the said persons so granting such warrant or warratUs, 
or so authorized as aforesaid, and he and they is and are 
hereby required to deliver an order or orders, in writing, 
to such person or persons not being such inhabitant or 
inhabitants as aforesaid, or not hatmg taken such oath of 
to^^aJwrt ^l^g^^^^ requiring of him, her, or them, to depart this 
theProT^ Province within a time to be limited by such order or 
HiSt^Ve^' orders, or if it shall be deemed expedient that he, she, or 
they should be permitted to remain in this Province, to 
require from him, her, or them, good and sufficient 
security, to the satisfaction of the person or persons 
acting under the authority hereby given, for his, her, or 
their good behaviour, during his, her, or their con- 
tinuance therein. 
o3e3er/**' II- And be it further enacted by the authority afore" 
learing uie Said, That if aoy person or persons, not being such in- 
nu^Se^en- habitant or Inhabitants as aforesaid, or not having taken 
iMged. 9uq[, oath of allegiance, who, by any order or orders so 
delivered to him, her, or them, is or are required to d^ 
part this Province within a time limited by tlpat oittf r, 
should by sickness, or other impedimenf, |be pi^vented 
from paying dae obedience to the same, it shall andiaay 
be. lawful for. the person or persons wtM> hath or lum 
issued such order or orders as aforesaid, or for any other, 
person or persims aforesaid authorised by this act so to do, , 
(the person or persons acting under the authority hereby 
given, being first satisfied that such impediment by sick-, 
ness, or otherwise, ought to be admitted as a reason for 
such order as aforesaid not having been obeyed,) by an 
i^dors^fnent in writing i|ppn the said order or order^^ or, 
o^enmse hi writing to enljsrge the time specified in the 
said^order or orders, from time to time, as occasion may. 
require ; and if any person or p»8ons so having been xt^ 
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qiixed OT ordefcd to quit this Proviace aa aforeiaid^ and 
not having obtained an enlargement of such timey in man? 
ner faereiD«'l>efore specified^ shall be found at large therein, 
or return theneunto, after the time limited by any of 
either of such . orders, without licence from the Governor, 
Lientenant-Governor, or person administering the governr 
ment for the . time being in that behalf, or in case any 
person or, per3ons who shall have been served with any 
or either of ^uch, order or orders as aforesaid, or who 
shall have been permitted to remain in this Province, 
upon such security as aforesaid, shall by words, actions, curi^^ 
or otherwise, endeavour, or give just cause to suspect, that P|^"'s*^ 
be, she, or they, is or are about to endeavour to alienate pwtffcc. 
the minds of his Majesty's subjects of. this Province from 
bis person or government, or in anywise with a jeditious 
intent to disturb the tranquillity thereof, it shall and may 
he lawful for any one or more of the said person or perr 
sons so authorized by this act as aforesaid, and he and 
they is and are hereby required by warrant or warrants 
under bis or their hand and seal, or hands and seals, tp 
commit such person or persons so remaining at large or 
returning to this Province without such licence as afore- 
said, or so endeavouring, or giving cause to suspect, that 
he, she, or they, is or are about to endeavour so to alienate 
the minds of his Majesty's subjects of this Province, or 
in anywise with a seditious intent to disturb the tranquillity 
thereof, to the common jail, or to the custody .of the such per. 
Sheriff of the district, in such districts in which there shall JJmmut«d* 
be no jail at that time, there to remain, without bail or 
Qi^nprize, unless delivered therefrom by special order 
from the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or. person adr 
ministering the government for the time being, until he^ 
she, or they, can be prosecuted for such offence in his 
Majesty's Court of King's Bench, or of Oyer and Ter- 
miner and general jail delivery in this Province, or under 
any special commission of Oyer and Terminer to be 
issued by the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, or person 
administering the government of this Province for the 
time being; and if such person or persons, not being 
such inhabitant or inhabitants as aforesaid, or not having 
taken such path of allegiance, shall be duly convicted of 
any of the offences herein-before described, in either of 
the said courts respectively, he, she, or the^, shall be 
adjudged by such court forthwith to depart this Province, p„ni^. 
or to be imprisoned in . the common jail, or be delivered memif con- 
over to the custody of the Sheriff in such districts in which 
Uiere shall be no jail at that time for a time to be. limited 
by such judgement, and at the expiration, of that time, to 
depart this Province ; and if such person or persons so 
conviqted as aforesaid shall remain in this. Province, or 
i^turo^ thereinto, afte^ the expiration .of th^ time ^ to. be . . 
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lioiited by the said judgement, witbonl licence fnodi the 
Governor, Lieotenant-Governor, or person administerinff 
the government for the thne being, in that behalf first bad 
and obtained, such person or |)ersons, on being duly con- 
victed of so remaining or returning^ before either of the 
said courts, shall be deemed gui4ty of felony, and shall 
suffer death as a felon, without l>enefit of clergy. Pro* 
Proof to vided always, that if, iu the execution of the powers 
^non ^* hereby given, any question shall arise, touching or con- 
cbargcd. ccming the space of time during which any person or persons 
sliall have been an inhabitant or inhabitants of this Province, 
previous to any warrant or warrants having been issued 
against him« her, or them, or touohing or concerning the 
fkct of any person or persons having taken such oath of 
allegiance, the proof shall, in all such cases, lay on 
the party or parties against whom any such warrant or 
warrants shall, in virtue of the powers hereby given, have 
been granted or issued. 
If any per- III. And be it further enacted by the authority afore^ 
widerooioar 9aidt That if any person or persons, at any time shall 
Secome **^ ^* ®**^ ^^ prosccuted for any thing by. him or them don^ 
jBOB-saited, in pursuance, or by colour of this act, or of any matter 
or thing therein contained, such action or prosecutioa 
sliall be commenced within three calendar months next 
after the offence shall have been committed, and suck 
person or persons may plead the general issue, and 
give the special matter in evidence for his, her, or their 
defence^ and if, upon trial, a verdict shall pass for the 
defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff olr plaintiffs, shall 
become non-suited^ or shall discontinue his, her, or 
their suit, or prosecution, or if judgement be given for 
the defetidant or defendants, upon demurrer or otherwise. 
Treble coMt. such defendant or defendants shall have treble costs 
to him or them aivarded against tiie plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs. 



ORDER OF COMMITMENT. 

Cearge the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom q^ 
Great Britain and Ireland, King ^ Defender of the Faith, Sfc. 

To .our. Sher^ of the Di^rict of Niagara^ keeper of the Jail therehif 
N or to the Jail^ thereof , greeting. 

WHBRKAS,by an act of the Provincial Parliament of Upper Canada, 
passed in the forty-fourth year of our reign, intituled '' An Act Ibr 
** the better securing this Province against all seditious Attempts or 
^* Designs to disturb the tranquillity thereof," it is enacted that [hen 
ihat part of the act recited whtch is printed above in italics,} . 

And^ whereas^ we William Claus .and William Dickson, each a 
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member of out Legkhtive Council of tbe mid pronaee of tapper 
Caaada» duly antbrnsed in and by virtue of the said act» did, on tbe 
bformation and.compiaint of Isaac Swayze, one of the members of 
tbe House of Assembly, on oath made before the said William Dfck« 
800, that one Robert Gourlay, now in the town of Niagara, in the 
County of Lincoln, in said Province, who, the said Isaac Swayse 
believes to have no particular or fixed place of residence, is an evil- 
mipded and seditious person, and that the public tranquillity of said 
Province may be endangered by the unrestrained residence of such a 
person, and that tjie said Robert Gourlay, by words, actions^ writ- 
ings, and other behaviour, hath endeavoured, and is endeavouring 
to alienate the minds of our subjects in this Province from our person 
and government, and that the said Robert Gourlay, if in his power, 
from his language, words, and writiugs, is endeavouring to raise a 
rebellion against our government in this Province, and that Isaac 
Swayze verily believes that the said Robert Gourlay has not been an 
inhabitant for six months preceding the date of the said information, 
and had not, at the time of said information, taken the oath of 
allegiance to us : and whereas, a warrant was granted and tested in 
tbe name of the said William Dickson and William Claus, dated the 
19th day of December, now last past, and directed to the Sheriff of 
our district of Niagara, requiring him to arrest tbe said Robert Gour- 
lay, to the end, that he might be brought before the said William 
Dickson and William Claus, or either of them ; aud whereas the 
said Robert Gourlay was accordingly brought up before the said 
William Dickson and William Claus, on the 21st day of December, 
now last past, and being examined, touching tbe said information, 
and of and concerning his words, actions, conduct, and -behaviour; 
he did not give full and complete satisfaction to tbe said William 
Dickspo and the said William Claus, that his words, actions, con- 
duct, and behaviour had no such tendency ; on the contrary, that 
these were intended to promote disaffection to our person and govern- 
ment ; and having given no satisfactory proof that he has been in- 
habitant of the said Province for the space of six months preceding 
the date of such warrant, nor did he prove that he had taken the 
oath of allegiance to us, as by the said act is mentioned ; and whereas 
the aaid William Dickson and William Claus did thereupon deem it 
inexpedient under the provisions of the said act, that the said Robert 
Gourlay should be permitted to. remain in this Province; and did 
adjudge that the said Robert Gourlay should depart this Province of 
Vpper Canada ; on or before the first da^ of January next ensuing, 
thereof, and was required so to depart this Province, by an order in 
writing to that effect, and personally delivered to him, at the Court- 
House for said district, on the said 21st day of December, now last 
past. 

And whereas information hath been given, that the said Robert 
Gourlay hath not departed this Province on or before the Xst day of 
January instant, the time limited in the said order in writings but* 
stiii abides and is at large therein. 

These are therefore, in pursuance of the said before T^cited act,' 
to authorise and require you, if the said Robert Gourlay ' shall 6e 
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found at lurge in your district, to commtl him to the common jnl 
diereof/ there to remain without hail or mainprise, unless delivered 
therefrom, as the said act directs. 

Witness, William Chius and William Dickson, LegistatiTe Coun- 
sellors 9s aforesaid, under the hand and seal of each, this 4th day of 
January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, and of our reign the fifty-ninth. 

(Signed) WILLIAM DICKSON, 

WILLIAM CLAUS. 

PROCESS TO PROCURE ENLARGEMENT. 

To the Honourable William Bummer Powell, Chief Justice of the 
Court of King's Bench of Upper Canada, and the rest of the Jus- 
tices of the said Courts or any one of them, 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, ESQ. 

Humbly Showeth 
That your Petitioner is now a prisoner in the Jail of Niagara Dis-: 
frict, by virtue of a Warrant of Commitment, whereof a copy is 
annexed. 

That your Petitioner, humbly apprehending he is not a person of 
that description against whom such warrant can legally be issued, 
as he believes will fully appear from the Affidavits annexed, and, in- 
asmuch as he has not heretofore been called upon, or had an oppor- 
tunity of showing the fact, prays for a writ of Habeas Corpus, and, 
as bound in duty, will pray. 

Dated at the Jail of Niagara, the Idth day of January, 1819« 

(Signed) Robt. Gourlat. 

Witness, Wm. Kerr, 7 
John Moffatt. | 

note. 

The followioff extracts from ^ Mieluul FonUr*i Crown Law are to the: pdntf 
while investigating the legal and eonatitutional constroctioti of the abote pRwincial 
•tatute. They will show that the act refers to local not natural allegiaoce, and there-> 
fore cannot anect a natnraUborii subject. Page 60, 3d edition^*' It is not in the 
power of any private subject, to shake off his allegiance and to irantfer it to a foreign 
Frince, Nor is it in the power of any foreign Prince, by naturalising or employing a 
subject, of Great Britain, to dissolve the bond of allegiance between that subject and 
the crown." 

Page 183. " With regard to natural-born subjects there can be no doubt. They 
owe idlegiance to the Crown at all times and in all places. This is what we call natur 
roi allegiance in contra-distinction , to that which is local. The doty of allegiance,' 
whether natural or local, is founded in the relation the persoiistandeth into the Urown, 
and in the privileges he deriveth from that relation. Local allegiance is founded in 
the protection a foreigner enjoyeth for his person, his family, or effects, during his 
xe^ence here ; and it ceaseth whenever he withdraweth his family and effects. Na- 
tural allegiance is founded in the relation every man standeth in to the Crown, con^ 
fidered as the head of that society whereof he is 60m a member ; and on the peculiar 
privileges he deriveth from that relation, which are, with great propriety, called his 
fririhriWii. This birthright nothing but his own demerit can deprive him of: it is in« 
defeasible and perpetual } and, consequently, the duty of allegiance, which ariseth 
out of it, and is inseparably connected with it, is, in consideration of lawi likewise' 
unalienable and perpetual.'' 

Page 188« <* Protection and allegiance are reciprocal obligations." 
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. — AFFIDAVITS. 
Disirici of I > Pbtbr Hamilton, of the township of Niagara, m 
. Niagara, > the province of Upper Canada, maketh Oath and saith, 
vtz. ); that hi?- hath seen Robert Gouklay, £sq. lately hi 
the jail of this district, and that he knew the same person and his 
conneiions and friends heretofore in Britain ; and that he was there 
respected, esteemed; and taken to be a British subject.; and that 
he is so this Deponent verily believes is notoriously true in this 
district. 

(Signed; P. H. Hamm.ton« 

Sworn before me, the 9tb day of 
Janpary; 1818. 

Al^x. HamiltoNj 



day of ^ 
r, J. P. ) 



Niagfra 1 Robert Gourlay makelh Oath and saith, that he is, 
IHstrict,> by birth, a British subject, that he hath. taken the Oath 

viz. } of Allegiance to our Lord the present King of Great 
Britain, and that he has been. an inhabitant of the province of 
.Upper Canada now more .than a year preceding the date of the war- 
rant first issued against him by the Hon." William Didtsdn and 
William Claus, Esq. and referred to in that whereof a copy is an- 
nexed. 

(Signed) Robert Gourlay. 

Sworn before me this 19th day 
of January, 1810. 
(Signed) Wm. J. Kerr, J. P. 






District of^ Robert Hamilton, of Queenston, in said district, 
Niagara, >£sq. maketh Oath and saith that Robert GoURL AY, 
. viz. y Esq. who is now confined in the jail of this district, has 
been domiciliated at Queenston» in the province of Upper^ Canada, 
more than nine months next preceding the date of this deposition ; 
4ind this Deponent further maketh Oath and saith that he hath al- 
ways understood and verily believes the said Robbrt Gourlay to 
be a natural born subject of Great Britain. 

(Signed) Robert Hamilton. 

Sworn before me, this 12th day 
,of Jauuiify, 1819. 
(Signed) James KbrbYj 



lis 12th day } 

^- r 

IBY, J. P. 3 



WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS. 
Upper Canada^ ) George the Third, by the Grace of God, of the 
H^meIH9triei,> United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
to wit. 3 Kii)g» Defender of the Faith, <&c. 
To the keeper of our Jail of Niagara greeting, — We command you 
that, you have the body of Robert Gourlay, Esq. detained in 
pri^u under your custody as it is said under safe and secure conduct, 
together with the day and cause of bis being taken and detained by 
whatsoever name he. may be called in the same, before the Hon. Wm. 
Dummer Powell, our Chief Justice of our Province aforesaid, at 
bis chambers, in York ^ in the Home District of our said Province 

D 
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Immediately after the receipt of tliis Writ, to do, submit, and re- 
ceive all tind singular those things which •ur Chief Justice shall then 
and there consider of him in this behalf, and have then there this 

Writ. ^^Wjtuess> the Hon. Dummer Powbll, our Chief Justice, 

aforesaid^ at York, the twentieth^ day of January/ in the fifty-ninth 
year of ouri^eign. . * 

Per ^taiutum tricui$ito primo Caroii Seeundi regis. 

(Signed) Wm. Dvumer Powell, C. J. 

Remand — indorsed on the back of the above Writ. 

The within-named Robebt Goublat being brought before me, at 
my chambers, at York, required to be admitt^ to bail,* as not being 
a person subject to the provisions of the Act of His Majesty, chap. 1 ; 
and the warrant of commitment appearing to be regular, according to 
the provisions of the Act which does not authorize bail or mainprise, 
the said Robebt Goublat is hereby remanded to the custody of the 
sheriff of the district of Nmgara, and the keeper of the juil therein, 
conformable to the said warrant of commitment. 

(Signed) Wn. Dummer Powbll, C. J. 

York» 8tk Feliruary, 1819. 



(A. 3.) * 

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.t 

Humbly showeth. 

That your Petitioner is a native of the paristi of Ceres, in the 
county of Fife, in Scotland, and thence conceives- himself entitled te 
all the constitutional privileges of a British subject. 

That your Petitioner was born to the inheritance of considerable 
landed estfites, amd did entertain, till tbe year 1815^ fair hopes of in- 
dependent fortune: — that then, in the thirty-eighth year of his age, 
being married and halving five children, he found himself, by causes 
which he could neither foresee nor prevent, sunk into a state of pre- 
carious dependence : — that, af\er more than a year's refiection, he 
resolved to visit Upper Canada, where he had some fainded property 
and many friends, to ascertain whetlier he might not, with propriety, 
remove his family thither : — ^that, after a few months' residence io 
ibal^country* be was pleased with -tiie natuval excellence of its soil 
and climate— saw prospects of providing comfortably fof bis fiimily^ 
and cherished schema for rendering Upp» Canada a comfortable re- 
fuge for the redundant population of England :-«-^that« to quaKfy 
himself the better to represeat>at home the true state of the Pro* 
yince, he resolved to proloug bis stay, and by extended inquiry did 
greatly increase his knowledge of the actual state of its afiairs. 



* XIms if not correct. 

t Pfneiited by Sir James Mackintosh, ttth July, 1890. 
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Thit he'tWoidiseovered poUfieal reslramts on the prosperity of 
Upper Canada, JKv Inch rendered it nliogelher inferior to the United 
Slates .as mipliice of settlement, and stich mismanagement on the part 
of tiie ^Mwtiae government, with regard to emigrants from Britain,: 
as blasted ever^ Hope, unless considerable changes could be /effected. 

.That bis first- intention, after beiug fully apprized of th^se re- 
stiaiolB, and this mismanagement, was to proceed home. and ^talc 
the«trutb to thefministers of this country ; but doubtful of his indi** 
vidaal representation bein^ listened to, he recommended the inhabit 
taiits to petition Ibeir .parliament for inquiry into the state of the 
Frovin0e,.attdfor ajcaunmbsion to go home with the resutt to the 
Rritice and FaHiameint.of ftvitaih : — that this measure was actnally- 
moyed and earvicd in .the A;sspmbly, but a quarrel presently after- 
wards arisiag between thC' different liranclies of the legisbitttre, par- 
liameiit«»aa. hastily prorogued* 

TbsAp on .this juncttif e, your Petitioner became more and mbre 
convinced of the great uecestitity of examination, addressed the in* 
habitantatof the Province, and recommended them to raise a fand by 
sui^oription, for the ip^trpose of sending home a Petition to His 
Royiil Highness the Prince Regent, to solicit the appointment of a 
Comaiission-from England lor that purpose. 

That this proposed giving great offence to certain persons in office, 
called down their rebentment on your Petitioner, whom they caused 
to be twice arrested, and tried upon crfaarges of seditious libel* 
. Tliat your Petitioner being twice honourably acquitted, had then 
the fullest hope of succeeding in his purpose, by ofiering to lay 
before tiie Lieutenant-Governor, just arrived from England, his view 
of what was essential to the prosperity of the Province, when, to his 
astonishment, a party in power not only succeeded in exciting pre- 
jfidicies in the mind of the Lieutenant-Governor against your Peti* 
tioner, but wantonly libelled a great portion of the inhabitants, and 
had a law enacted, abridging public libeity, equally uncalled icnv 
and odious to the great body of the people. 

That your Petitioner was after this on the point of setting off for 
England, when a conspiracy was formed, between three of his most 
notorious political enemies, to ruin his character, and prevent his 
ever returning to Upper Canada. For this purpose, they pretended 
that your Petitioner was subject to a Provincial statute, (a copy of 
wkieh is hereunto anmextd,) and which can only apply ta aliens and 
outlaws ; and one of them scrajding not to perjure himself, to afford 
gfionnds for prooedare, they presented bun with an order to quit 
tbe;Pn>viaee, upon his disobeying which, they had him arrested and 
c<Hnmitted to jail, (the arder.beimg hereunto annexed.) 

That your Petitioner being thus situated, applied for liberation 
by Writ of Habeas Corpus, (the whole process being hereunto «»- 
nexed); but being remanded to jail by the Chief Justice of the Pro- 
vince, was detain«i there for nearly three months. 

That your Petitioner, in this melancholy predicament, bad still 
the hope of clearing his character from the base imputations of his 
enemies, by a fair submission of their charges to the sense and. feel- 
ing of a jury ; and, in the ntean time having taken tlie advice of Sir 
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than tweikiir years, he has made Ihe subjeet of the £nglUh rpbor* 
laws a pecuKar study. 

That his attention wait first rivetted to this study, from being 
employed fay the Board of Agrictilture in tlie years ISOOand XSOh 
to make incpitry in certain parts of England, as to the condition of 
the labouring poor, and into a practice which prevailed, of giving 
land for the keep of cows, by which they could live without parish 
aid. 

That the inquiries of your Petitioner completely established the 
fiurihi question, according to the showing of the Board of Agricul- 
ture itself in 1816, under the title of "AGRICULTURAL Stats ow 
THR Kingdom." 

Tiuit the object cf the Honourable Board, in ascertaining this 
fact, was to have introduced into a bill for a general enclosure «^ 
oofdmotts and waste lands, a clause, by which all poor people, who 
had rights of pasture, &c. upon such commons and wastes shouM 
each iiave secured to hhn a portion of laud whereon he might keep 
a cow, and therdby be enabled to subsist without public reKef. 

That this' general enclosure bill was laid aside; and that sinoe 
theu many hundreds of commons have been enclosed by local bills, 
without any attention to the claims of the poor, many thousands of 
whom have been unjustly deprived of their ancient rights of pastur- 
age, d^c; ; and that this, among other causes, has contributed to the 
present dependence of English labourers on parish aid. 

That your Petitioner, though he did not coincide in opinion w^h 
his employers in 1800 and 1801, as to the particular mode of pro- 
ceeding, then proposed for the benefit of labourers, and the keep- 
ing down of poor-rates, was so much struck with the necessity of 
making great changes to avert the evils springing out of the English 
system of poor-laws, that he resolved to shape the course of his life 
so as to have opportunity fully to investigate the subject; and, in 
order to gain practical experience, did remove from Scotland, his 
native country, into England, chiefiy with that view, and in the 
hope of being able to devise some remedy for the greatest of national 
evils. This he did in 1809, and for upwards of seven years devoted 
much attention to' the subject. 

That, after due consideration, your Petitioner became assured^ 
that the first essential for a radical reform of the poor-laws, was the 
education of the rising generation. 

-Fhilt, however necessary this was, your Petitioner found that the 
system of the poor-laws had already completely formed a bar against 
the possibility of its being accomplished without the special inter* 
ference of the legislature. 

That your Petitioner, to gain attention to this sul^ect, had a Pe- 
tition presented to the Honourable House of Commons, the 30th of 
May, 1815i 

That your Petitioner further discovered, that, through the action of 
poor4aws, lalK)urers had been deprived of all property in houses 
and land; and being thereby rendered incapable of locomotion, 
were completely subject^ to the will and caprice of farmers , over- 
seers, and others. 
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That your Petitioner, id order to altncl notice to this part of tl^ 
busioess, and other matters of essential to the cure of the greatest of 
national maladies, had a Petition presented to the Hououraliie the 
Mouse of Commons^ the 28th of February, 1817. 

That your Petitioner still saw, that, tliough all his proposals were 
adopted, that something more might be required, safely and efec- 
tnally to accomplish the grand object of ab<4ishing the system of 
the. poor laws, and that an artificial vent would be required for re- 
dundant population, during a series of years, while the process of 
reform was proceeding. 

That, at this very time, an unexpected atid extraordinary change 
of fortune, drove your Petitioner abroad to Up|)er Canada, to look 
out for a place of refuge for himself and family. 

That your Petitioner being in Upper Canada, discovered that that 
country would afford the vent required for the redundant population 
of England, tind upwards of three years ago he had sent home ai 
communication to be laid before Lord Bathurst, intimating nvjbat he 
had then in contemplation. 

That a singularly unfortunate train of events detained your Peti- 
tioner ui Upper Canada, involved him in political discussion, ea* 
posed him to the most groundless scaudal, subjected him to the 
most cruel persecution, finally ending in imprisonment and banish- 
ment from the Province, not only unmerited, tmt palpably illegal 
and nnconstitutional. 

That your Petitioner, notwithstanding that his health has suffered 
beyond all hope of repair, from ungracious treatment abroad* and 
that his spirits have been sunk with the most mournful calamities 
at home, has devoted all the efforts of a weakened mind up to the 
present time, to advance the vast object at which he has been so^ 
long aiming, and stilt aims. 

'Fhat your Petitioner has become more and more solicitous for 
attention to his proposal and schemes for the reform of English poor- 
laws, and the giving vent to redundant population, since he ha» 
seen a bill introduced into your Honourable House, clearly drawn 
up without practical knowledge of the system of the poor-laws, or a 
due consideration of circumstances. (Mr. Scarlett's Bill.) 

That your Petitiouer has long considered the principle of popula- 
tion as laid down by Mr. Maltbus, and on which Mr. ScarleU's. 
bill seems to be founded, to be sound in the abstract ; that lie has 
long wished to see all need for poor-laws done away ; and believes^it 
perfectly possible that they may be entirely done away, with advan- 
tage as well to the poor as the rich. Yet, as circumstances stand, 
he is still more assured, that substantial benefits must be granted to 
the poor : — that they must have opportunity given them to acquire 
property and civil rights before their present rights of applying for 
public relief are encroached upon, or taken away t—heis assured that 
Mr. Scarlett's bill, as it now stands, would at once be insufficient 
and dangerous in execution ; that it would certainly, if made into 
law, engender discontent, and lead on to general insurrection. 

Your Petitioner most seriously entertaining this belief, filled with 
anxiety and alarm from the aspect of public affairs, and conscious 
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thai wlM and liberal measures may not only retrieve tlie eoii'nfrj from 
jeopardy, but lay a foundation for it^ glorious security in the im- 
proved morals and better worldly circumstanees of the lower orders of 
society, does humbly and earnestly entreat your Honourable House 
•to pause and reflect well on the subject of the poor-laws. 

Your Petitioner is willing to be called to the bar of your Ho^ 
nourable House, or before any Committee, to substaniate what he 
has set forth, and to enter into any required explanation of his 
pretensions, principles, and proposals. 

He would more immediately intreat that the state of Upper Canada 
may be immediately taken into con?iidcration, that preparations 
may this year be. made to admit of a grand system of emigration 
being commenced by the folioviiug spring, in unison with a plau 
for reforming the poor-laws. 

And your Petitioner will ever pray, 

BOBERT GOURLAY. 
June 16, 1821. 

(A. 50 

To the Honourable the Commons, &c. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.' 

Humbly showeth, 

' That your Petitioner has had presented to your Honourable House 
two Petitions catling attention to the state of Upper Canada, as it 
concerns emigration. That these Petitions were received and or- 
dered to be printed: one on the 12th July. 1820, the other on the 
27th June, 1821 ; and to these your Petitioner would still refer. 

That your Petitioner now presents himsielf before your Honoar- 
able House on broader grounds. He would now call attention not 
only to the state of Upper Canada, but to that of our North Ame- 
rican Colonies in general, — Colonies which, since the revolutionary 
war of America, have been maintained at an enormous expense to 
this country, without yielding it a farthing of profit. 

' That, at the present crisis, when it is allowed by all, that eco- 
nomy and retrenchment are essential to the salvation of the em- 
pire, the mere saving of expense must be deemed matter of import- 
ance ; but your Petitioner asserts that, not only may all expense io. 
governing North American colonies be saved, but that these co- 
lonies may, if properly governed, yield a considerable revenue to 
Britain. 

That your Petitioner's opinions on this subject have been 
formed not only from personal observation during a residence in 
Upper Canada, but from a continued correspondence since theo 
with that part of the world ; a constant attention to occurrences 
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connected with the Colonies, and much reflection on the constttu* 
tion thereof ; the state of property and state of society therein. 

That your Petitioner assumes it as an almost self-evident prepo^ 
sition, that North American Colonies cannot be retained to Britain 
for many years on principles less free and independent than those 
which govern the adjoining country. He is assured, that before 
n^ny years go by, these colonies must either be declared indepen- 
dent, and be held in connexion with Britain by liberal treatment 
and the interchange of favours ; or they must fall into the arms of 
the United States, and become part of that already too extensive 
and aspiring republic. 

That your Petitioner is most positively assured that the latter 
alternative would not be agreeable to the wishes of the colonists ; 
that the former, on every account, would be preferred, and is there- 
fore worthy of countenance from the Imperial Parliament, as the 
result equally concerns the honour and the interest of the nation. 

That your Petitioner is aware that the colonies are not yet ripe 
for independence, — that they are yet deficient both in physical 
strength and mental ability ; but were the mere promise- of inde- 
pendence at the end of ten years granted to them, he is assured 
tiiat all chance of war would cease in that quarter of the world ; and 
were certain arrangements made with the government of the United 
States, an immediate and great reduction of our military and naval 
establishments might take place, while a vast quantity of warlike 
stores might be spared for other useful purposes. 

That there are two great objects which demand attention — ob- 
jects quite sufficient to form the cement of a lasting connexion be- 
tween Britain and her North American colonies without interference 
on the part of British ministers with their internal government. The 
first regards the disposal of public lands ; the second, the regula- 
tion of commerce. 

That the first of these objects, viz. the disposal of land is, of all 
things, perhaps most worthy of attention from your Honourable 
House. It is an object which never before has been brought fairly 
into public view ; but which, when duly considered, must appear 
of great importance, not only as it may tend to national aggrandize- 
lu^t, but also be instrumental in advancing the limits of civiliza- 
tion, and in improving the condition of man. 

That, hitherto, public land has been disposed of in a way which 
luis at once sunk its value aud prevented its improvement. No con- 
sideration has yet been bestowed on a most important principle, 
which not only rules the value of landed property, but which may 
be studied to advantage, for the comfort and prosperity of those who 
ve to occupy and cultivate. In Canada, large portions of land are 
set aside for the future purposes of government : large portions of land 
fti'e set aside for the maintenance of a dominant church which has not 
even a chance of being established ; and large portions are given 
away in favour, and for fees of office to individuals who never think 
of cultivating, but who depend on sales at a remote period of time, 
while actual bettlers are in consequence removed so far apart, that 
\i is impossible for them to cultivate with economy and profit. The 

B 
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bad effects of thus disposing of land is clearly evinced by cbntraating 
Canada with the contiguous parts of the United States. These bave 
been Settled many years later than Canada, but already they are 
three times more populous, and land there is four times more valii* 
able. These results have mainly sprung from the different modes 
of disposing of public lands. In the States, it is exposed to free 
sale at the rate of one dollar and a quarter per acre ; and by the 
official returns of last year, produced a revenue of one million and 
six hundred thousand dollars. In Canada, the very process of dis- 
posing of land by government is attended with loss to the public. 

That the most melancholy effect of the unthrifty disposal of land 
in Upper Canada, is that of degrading the people. Scattered over 
the Province at the rate of seven to the square mile, they have not 
only been unable to co-operate in rural economy, but have retro- 
graded in civilization and moral worth. The British Parliament 
liberally conferred on the people of .Upper Canada a free constitli* 
tion — liberty to make laws for themselves, and to uphold the purest 
principles of freedom ; but, in ignorance and degradation, they have 
abused these inestimable privileges : they have suffered the best of 
laws to be counteracted by the arbitrary power of their governors ; 
and they have fabricated a code absolutely disgraceful to modem 
times. Neither person or property, indeed, can now be held secure 
in the Province. 

That Upper Canada, by nature the finest part of America, is 
chiefly valuable to Britain as tt may be made an asylum for her re- 
dundant population; but this greatest good cannot be realized from 
the wretched state of property, and still more wretched jurisprudence 
which there exists. Ignorant and poor emigrants only settle in Up- 
per Canada, while all who have wealth and intelligence l>etake 
themselves to the United States. 

That were public institutions equally good and equally well observed 
in the Provinces as in the States of America, not a man would emigrate 
from the United Kingdom to the latter country, unless attracted by some 
peculiar object: that the commercial advantages which Britain can 
and does confer on her Colonies ; the comfort of adhering to nata<* 
ral allegiance; the love of country and kindred ; the numerous bene- 
fits which British subjects are entitled to at home ; the pride, the 
glory, the honour of remaining in connexion with the greatest nation 
upon earth — all conspire to make the British emigrant prefer the 
Colonies to an alien land ; but, with heavy heart, he who thinks at 
all, must relinquish these for advantages still more valuable and 
substantial. 

That your Petitioner observed with regret, the monstrous mis- 
management in Upper Canada, and sent home communications to be 
kid before Lord Bathurst on the subject, but without avail : that 
he has within the last six months corresponded with the Colonial 
department ; has offered to submit improved plans of settlement ; has 
tendered his services at home or abroad without emolument; has 
offered to contract for the settlement of land in Canada, and pay 
for it at the rate of one dollar per acre, which, with sovermentpa' 
tronage, he could easily do ; but all to no purpose ; and ne now states 
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Hies^'fiicts i6 yoiir Honourable Hoase, as tnatter worthy pf public no-> 
lice aod iovestigation. Thousands of poor emigrants are annually 
shipped oflF to the Colonies : thousands are engulfed in misery when 
they gc*t there, and all for the want of arrangement, which might at once 
secure comfort to individuals, and admit of profit to the nation. 

That giv'ing independence to the Colonies and withdrawing 
from all interference in their domestic government is quite 
compatible with our retaining the right of disposing of unappro- 
priated land and drawing a revenue from thence : quite compatible 
with the Colonists remaining under British sovereignty. This 
country has the power of directing the current of emigration to any 
of her Colonies ; and ail property must improve in value as 
population becomes more dense and where judicious settlement is 
made. Hence, there is scope for mutual benefits : Colonies may 
grow strong from an increase of people ; and the Mother Country 
may go on for ages reaping profit from the land she settles out of her 
redundant population.. 

. That it would be vain for your Petitioner to enter at present into 
any detail as to his plans of emigration and settlement, a subject to 
which he has devoted his attention for several years. He refers to 
the fact now more and more the subject of conversation ; the great 
increase of population consequent on good living and peaceful pur- 
suits. He points to the vast expanse of unoccupied land over which 
it has pleased Providence that the British sceptre should sway. He 
points to Ireland overflowing with a wretched population ; to Eng- 
land, getting more and more crowded with paupers ; and to Scot- 
land, whose moral energies have sent forth her millions of indus- 
trious and respectable people to replenish the earth: he asserts 
that oar whole redundant population may be disposed of to indivi- 
dual as well as to public advantage; — that Britain may com- 
bine the efforts of her children, and direct a mighty and constant 
stream of emigration into her Colonies; — that she may set on foot a 
scheme of benevolence heretofore unparalleled ; — that a new source 
of wealth and happiness may be laid open— a source at once pure and 
abundant. 

That the second great object soliciting attention from your. 
Honourable House, viz. the regulation of commerce, would go hand 
in hand with a, grand system of emigration ; and might be established 
on principles equally simple, natural, and permanent. 

That your Petitioner holds in his possession official documents 
sent borne from Upper Canada, by which it appears, that legislators 
of that country aim at imposing provincial duties throughout both 
the Canadas, on grain, &c. produced in the United States ; and a 
similar desire has been evinced in resolutions of a county meeting of 
Upper Canada. That thb disposition of the legislators of Upper 
Canada betrays equal ignorance of the policy which should be pursued, 
and of the impracticability of executing their wishes, seeing that along, 
a boundary of upwards of a thousand miles, which separates the 
inhabited parts of the United States from British America, there is 
no possibility of guarding against contraband trade. Nay, .from thi$ 
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impossibility^ Britain potoeises the power of supplying the people of 
the United States with her manufactures free of those heavy duties 
which are now levied on them in the ports of the Republic. 

That the best policy of Britain is to receive land produce at Que* 
bee and other British American ports in exchange for our manuiiiG- 
tures, withont question as to origin. The grand benefit to be derrved 
from possession of these ports rests in securing a monopoly of trade; 
and with liberal legislation this may be carried to an extent hitherto 
neither experienced nor contemplated. By liberal measures, the 
port of Quebec may speedily become the greatest in America, if 
not in the world — ^a port where we may give and receive to un- 
limited extent — a port holding out to us the power of reaping 
the utmost advantage from American trade, without. any officioos 
meddling with the domestic politics of that country -~a port^ through 
which the parent state would be for ever able to nourish her pro- 
geny, and supply her customers — ^where the people of Britain and 
Americii would meet in the enjoyment of reciprocal accommodation. 

That the late change in the law which regulates the timber trade, 
renders it more immediately necessary to attend to our Colonial and 
Shipping interests. Were liberal principles admitted ; were the com 
law amended, and free sale of grain, and flour coming from our Co- 
lonies allowed in this country, on payment of a fixed duty, an instant 
revival of trade would be experienced ; and by and by we should wit- 
ness most beneficial consequences ; ^increased consumption and de^ 
niand : rise of price, both at home and abroad : we should see confi- 
dence restored, and plenty going hand in hand with peace. 

That, however necessary it was, under circumstances, to secure 
British farmers from ruin at the termination of war, it is now too 
certain, that the existing corn law must bemodified or repealed. Look- 
ing forward to change, and supposing it necessary that a factitious 
state of things must be adhered to, your Petitioner humbly begs 
leave to submit his opinion, that no change could carry with it 
such beneficial results as the permission of free trade with our Colo- 
nies, on the payment of fixed duties. It would at once give a mo- 
nopoly to our shipping, yield us a direct revenue, and secure aud 
increase the value of our foreign possessions. 

That your Petitioner has, in his bands, documents signed by many j 
hundreds of the resident land owners of Upper Canada, from which 
it may be proved that wheat can now be grown in that country for 
3s. per bushel, and be could show, that with certaiu changes in the 
stale of property, in the power of the Imperial Parliament to make, 
wheat could be grown for 2s. per bushel. 

That now, and for three years back, the cost of bringing wheat 
from Upper Canada to England has not exceeded 2s. per bushel ; and 
that thus it may be afibrdcd in British ports for 4s. per bushel. .That 
a duty of Is. 2s. 3s. or whatever sum may be found necessary to 
equalize the price with that which wheat grown at home must sell fox, 
to admit of present taxes being paid, would be fair and reasonable; 
and, in proportion as the amount of duties increased, GovernroeDt 
might free the British farmers of part of his load of. taxation. The 
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Atteriean farmer would, from Ihe sale of bis produce at home be 
enabled to purchase British manufactures. British manufactures 
would tbence multiply, and by increased consumption, would render 
the foreign supply of food, not only safe, but necessary. Nor could 
the supply coming from British Colonies be ever withheld. In war 
IIS in peace, its flow towards us would be constant and secure. What, 
indeed, has Britain to fear from famine, if she is liberal to her Colo- 
nies — if she suffers com to be imported from British America, from 
the Cape of Good Hope, from New Holland and Van Dieman's Land, 
subject to equalizing duties ? — It is a well-known fact, that hitherto 
the supply of grain and flour from America has never been great, 
in proportion to the amount of home growth ; and at no time has 
ifnportation from thence been disadvantageous to this country, but 
the reverse. Indeed all well-regulated trade witii America must 
leave us a profit, inasmuch as it gives opportunity for our cheaper 
labour, and our superior industry and skill to exert itself, and earn 
its fair and natural reward. ^ 

That there are now in England some of the most respectable 
land-owners of Upper Canada, both of the British and Indian nations, 
who may be called to the bar of your Honourable House, or before 
any Committee, along with your Petitioner, who will substantiate 
the truth of what has been said above, and confirm the opinions of 
your Petitioner. 

He therefore earnestly entreats that your Honourable House will 
take the whole into consideration, and institute inquiry into the state 
of Upper Canada and other Colonies of Britain. 

And he will ever pray, 

February 2G, 1822. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(A. 6.) 

To the Honourable the Commons, Sfc. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.* 

Humbly sboweth. 
That your Petitioner is a native of Fifeshire, in Scotland, and did 
entertain, till the year 1815, fair hopes of independent fortune : 
that, then iu the d7th year of his age, being married and having five 
children, he found himself, by causes which he could neither foresee 
nor prevent, sunk into a state of precarious dependance : — that 
aAer more than a year's reflection, he resolved to visit Upper Canada, 
where he had some landed property and many friends, to ascertain 
whether he might not, with propriety, remove his family thither :— > 
that, after a few months' residence in that country he was pleased with 
the natural excellence of its soil and climate, saw prospects of pro<r 
▼idlng abundantly for his family, and cherished schemes for rendering 
Upper Canada a comfortable refuge for the redundant population of 
England. To qualify himself the better to represent at home . the 
t|;ue state of the Province, he resolved to prolong his stay, and by 
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ext^adtii inquiry, did greatlf iacrease liis knowMge of the aetttal 
state of affairs. That he then discovered restraints on the prosperity 
of Upper Canada which rendered it altogether inferior to the United 
States as a place of settlement, and such mis-management on the part 
of the executive government with regard to emigrants from Britain, 
as blasted every hope of good, unless great changes could be effected*' 
His first intention after being apprised of these restraints and this 
mismanagement, was to proceed home and state tlie truth to the 
ministers of this country (and be did send liome letters on the 
subject, to be laid before Lord Bathurst, as well as a petition to the 
House of Commons, which was put into the hands of Mr. Douglas, 
one of its members); but doubtful of his individual representation 
being listened to, he recommended the inhabitants to petition their 
Parliament for inquiry into the state of the Province, and for a 
commission to go home witii the result to the Prince and Parliament 
of Britain. This measure was actually moved and carried in the 
assembly, but a quarrel presently afterwards arising between the 
different branches of the legislature, the provincial Parliament was 
hastily prorogued. On this juncture, your Petitioner being more 
and more convinced of the great necessity for examination, addressed 
the inhabitants of the Province, and recommended them to raise a 
fund by subscription, for the purpose of sending home a petition to 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to solicit the appointment 
of a commission from England for that purpose. This proposal 
giving great offence to certain persons in ofhce, called down their 
resentment on your Petitioner, whom they caused to be twice arrested 
and tried on charges of seditious libel. Your Petitioner being 
twice honourably acquitted from these false charges, then entertained 
the fullest hope of succeeding in his views by offering to lay before 
the Lieutenant-Governor, just arrived from England, his information 
and proposals for public benefit, when, to his astonishment, a party 
in power not only succeeded in exciting prejudices in the mind of the 
Lieutenant-Governor against your Petitioner, but wantonly libelled 
a great portion of the inhabitants, and had a law enacted, abridging 
public liberty, equally uncalled for and odious to the great body of 
the people. 

That your Petitioner immediately after this was on the point of 
setting off for England, when a conspiracy was formed between three 
of his most notorious political enemies to ruin his character, and 
prevent his ever returning to Upper Canada. For this purpose, they 
pretended that your Petitioner was subject to a Provincial statute^ 
fa copy of which is hereunto annexed,) which can only apply to 
aliens and outlaws, and one of them scrupling not to perjure him- 
self, to afford grounds for procedure, they presented him with an 
order to quit the Province, upon his disobeying which, they had him 
arrested and committed to jail, (the order being hereunto annexed,) 

That your Petitioner being thus situated, applied for liberation by 
Writ oi Habeas Corpus; (the whole pre€tss being hereunto annexed;) 
but being remanded to jail by the Chief Justice of the Province, was 
detained there for nearly erght months. >- 

That, your. Petitioner, in this oielancholy predic9ment, had still 
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tliebdpe of cl'earitig his cbarftctef from Xhe bas6 ioipUtatioril of hti 
enemies, by a fair sobnoission of their charges to the sense and feeU 
tog of a jury ; and, in the mean time, having taken the opinion of 
Sir Artfaur Piggott, and other lawyers of eminence, as to the legality 
of his imprisonment, bad their decided opinions that it was not legal— ^ 
that the Chief Justice of Upper Canada was wrong in not Iraving 
granted liberation, and that those who had caused the arrest were 
liable' to an action of damages. for false imprisonment. 

That, nevertheless, the tiopes of your Petitioner were completely 
Masted. Before the day of trial his body and mind were so weak- 
ened by confinement and exasperation, from cruel, unnecessary, and 
unconstitutional treatment in jail, that, on being brought iqto the 
fresh air of the court, his faculties entirely forsook him. A trial 
was brought on, not for any crime, but merely to determine the 
fact that your Petitioner had refused to leave the Province. To such 
a trial, under ordinary circumstances, your Petitioner would 
undoubtedly have 'demurred. . As it happened, he, altogether 
insensible of consequences, suffered the trial to proceed till a sen- 
tence of banishment was pronounced against him by the same judge 
who detained him in prison. 

That it is. now more than two years since your Petitioner returned 
to England, from Upper Canada, — that he has attended in- London 
daring this and two former sessions of Parliament, with a view to 
press inquiry into the. state of Upper Canada, on public grounds,. a» 
well as to watch opportunities for obtaining redress for the personal 
wrongs he has sustained. 

That he has had presented to your Honourable House three Peti- 
tions, pro/orma, and for after reference^ in the hope that a commission 
wonld speedily arrive from the Prpviuce, to engage more seriously 
the attention of Parliament. These JPetitions were received^ and 
ordered to be printed, 11th July, 1Q20 ; 27th July, 1821 ; and 27th 
February, 1822, respectively. 

^ That since the last of these Petitions was presented, a commissioner 
has actually arrived in England, despatched . by the legislature of 
Upper Canada, to communicate with the Home government on 
Provincial affairs, become more and more embarrassed, so that your 
Petitioner is now sanguine that your Honourable House will be 
officially called upon to inquire seriously into what he has so long 
and so strenuously urged :-^that your Honourable House will in^ 
quire not partially, but fully and fairly iuto the state of Upper 
Canada. 

That as to the personal wrongs of your Petitioner, he has not* 
until now, prepared any prayer to be preferred to your Honourable 
House, for want of evidence:— that now, not only is the judge who 
detained your Petitioner in jail contrary to law and constitutional 
right, and who wrongfully tried and banished him from Upper Ca- 
nada, in England, but two respectable individuals who witnessed the 
trial and melancholy condition of your Petitioner on that occasion,. 
are also . here, and have written out, and offered to subscribe upon 
oath the following declaration : — y\z. '^ The deponents make oath: 
*^ and say, that they were acquainted with Robert Gourlay, in Up-i 
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'' per Canada, and were present in the Court of Niagam whea lie 
** was tried, on or about the 20th August, 1819. That before then 
" and on all occasions the said Robert Gouriay had appeared to the 
** deponents to be a man of sound mind : that during trial, his con- 
duct seemed altogether at variance with former experience ; his 
language was incoherent, and his manner indicative of partial 
delirium. The deponents have no hesitation in saying, that the 
*' said Robert Gouriay seemed quite incapable of defending himself 
" against any charge/' 

That the individuals who wrote out the above did present them- 
selves before the sitting magistrates in Westminster, in the month of 
March, 1822, for the purpose of being sworn thereto ; but being 
told that the proceeding was irregular, have since declined any further 
voluntary assistance to your Petitioner, although they would readily 
come forward with their testimony if called upon by authority. 

It is almost unnecessary to repeat, that severity of treatment in 
jail produced the effects which can be thus attested. After being 
greatly weakened in health by six months' imprisonment, your Pe- 
titioner was put into close confinement for six weeks previous to 
trial ; refused a hearing of complaint by a court of magistrates 
while stifled with extreme heat ; and for some time denied intercourse 
with his friends, even law counsel and magistrates. 

That your Petitioner, by this cruel treatment, and while convicted 
of no crime, has suffered in every possible way. Being detained be- 
yond his purpose in Upper Canada for fourteen months, he found, 
in consequence, on his return to England, his whole affairs, which 
had been left in the best possible order, in utter confusion ; he found 
himself notonly ruined in estate, but blasted in reputation. 

The leading charges which c^sed him to be imprisoned and 
banished from Upper Canada, rested on an assertion published in 
the London Courier of 8th July, 1818, that he had ** escaped tLdct- 
the disgraceful proceedings of Spa-field?," and hence sprung accu- 
sations of the most hideous kind : nor did the effect of this assertion, 
as false as it was malicious, cease with persecution in Upper Canada. 
On your Petitioner's return home, he found slanders of the same 
description promulgated in several ministerial newspapers ; and to 
such a pitch of credit did these attain, that it has lately appeared at 
an audit of accounts, in the shire of Fife, that public money had 
been applied ** to umtch the motions of Mr, Gouriay, and hold 
*' correspondence with the county metnber thereanent.*' Your Peti- 
tioner can challenge the member of Parliament for the county of 
Fife ; his correspondents ; and the whole world, to bring forward 
the slightest atom of evidence against his loyalty, peaceable demea- 
nour, or good connexion in society, either now or at any period of 
his life, either in the British Isles or in America. 

Your Petitioner having thus fallen a victim to groundless scandal^ 
being convicted of no crime, and having no remedy by the ordinary 
course of law, situated as he now is, trusts that your Honourable 
House, the natural protector of his constitutional rights, which 
have been grossly violated, will devise means by which he ma]( have 
redress. 
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To this end he earnestly entreats that your Honourable House 
^vill cause inquiry to be made, witnesses to be examined, and such 
other steps to be taken as in wisdom may seem meet. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY 





To the Honourable the Commons, ftc. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.* 

Humbly showeth. 
That your Petitioner, has had three petitions presented to your 
Honourable House, praying for inquiry into the state of Upper 
Canada: — ^That these petitions were received and ordered to b^ 
printed, lllh July, 1820— 27th July, 1821, and 27th February, 
1822 : — ^Tbat your Petitioner having now perused a Bill pending in 
your Honourable House to make more effectual provision for the 
government of the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, to regu- 
late the trade thereof, and for other purposes relating thereto, is 
more than ^e^i^convinced of the necessity of full and fair inquiry, 
not only into ttesstate of Upper Canada, but that of the whole of 
British North America. That instead of this Bill, which has ori- 
ginated in a trifling dispute, which has been got up without the 
general knowledge and concurrence of the Colonists, and which pro- 
ceeds on narrow views, neither calculated to be effectual nor perma- 
nent in their operation, your Petitioner would propose that a com- 
mission of inquiry be siU>stituted : that ten men of business and 
talent be appointed, id proceed without delay to British North 
America : two to Newfoundland, two to Nova Scotia, two to New 
Brunswick, two io; Lower Canada, and two to Upper Canada:—^ 
That they shall have full powers to inquire into the state of public 
affairs, and to ascertain by what means the North American Pro- 
vinces may be rendered most profitable to the Mother Country ; and 
at the same time most secure and prosperous within themselves : 
— That, having! spent a month together in each of the provinces re- 
spectively, one of each two of these commissioners shall repair to 
Quebec for general consultation and correspondence: — That the 
Pro.vincial Parliaments be forthwith summoned to meet and give aid 
to these commissioners. That instead of the present Constitutions, 
the Provinces shall each be governed, as to local makers, by an 
Assembly and Lieutenant-Governor in Council, and that those now 
acting in such, shall continue to act for the time being : — ^That legis- 
lative councillors shall form a general council or congress to meet at 
Quebec for the management of all affairs concerning the common 
interests of the provinces and arbitrement of others : the Governor- 
in-Cbief to preside : — ^That, as legislative councillors die out, others^ 
shall be chosen to supply their place, by the people of the Provinces'* 

- ' - . ■ ■ r 

* Presented by Mr. Brougham, and ordered to be printed, July 38th, 1822. , 
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retpectively to which they belongs those only haying a right to role 
at the deetion of such legislative councillors as are now qualified to 
sit in Assembly : — That one legislative councillor for each Province 
shall have liberty to come home to England and sit in the Imperial 
parliament, to speak but not to vote : — ^That, the land reserved for 
a Protestant clergy, with other public lands, be put under the ma- 
nagement of a land-board for judicious sale, the land-board to have 
head quarters in England, and branches in the provinces :'--That a 
supreme judicial court be held at Quebec, for the final decision of all 
questions of law tried in the Provinces, and that the Governor-in- 
Chief shall have power to pardon all offences s--That two able 
engineers being sent out to Canada to survey the river Saint Law- 
rence, shall report generally, how, and by what means the naviga- 
tion of that river may be improved t — That duties levied at Quebec 
shall be wholly applied to that great national object:— That no 
duties whatever shall be imposed on goods passing across the bound- 
aiy between British America and the United States ;-^Thdt it be 
taken into consideration how the British army niay be with greatest 
safety supplanted in its present posts, throughout British North 
by natives and others, not chargeable to the fiome Go- 



Temment, and how the individuals in that army may be best pro- 
vided for :~^That at the end of fifteen years the people of tlie Pro- 
vinces shall be at liberty to hold a convention for altering and 
amending the constitution. It is supposed that commissioners and 
surveyors may be at their posts and doing duty by the first day of 
October, 1822 ; that the Provincial Parliament may be met by the 
beginning of November ; and that the above, and all other matters 
and things, may be duly accomplished and considered by the first of 
December : so that a full and satisfactory report of the whole may be 
laid before the Imperial Parliament by February, 1823. 

Your Petitioner now humbly intreats that your Honourable House 
w31 take these proposals into serious consideration, 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



(A 80 






To His most Excellent Majesty, George IV. Sovereign of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, ftc. i;c. ^c. 

13, Clifton-Street, Ftnsbmy, Lo$uhn. 
August 10, 1822. 

SlREf 
The JK^tng, your father, ^ve me a commission to command a corps of 
VolMBteers in Fifeshire, dated the tenth day of October, 1799' 
This eomn^d I resigned, in consequence of a long absence froai 
ScotUnd, which rendered it impossible for me to perform lequiitd 
duties. 

When w^r was declared in 1803, I might again have had a com' 
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uiitsioo to fterve bU Majesty as an officer of Volatiteers, but preferred 
to evince my loyalty by entering as a private in a troop of Yeo- 
manry Cavalry. In 1806-7, tbe Whig administration despised the 
services of Volunteers; sent orders to Edinburgh, that they should 
be slighted ; and» the officers of the troop to which 1 belonged, failed 
to appear on duty. On this occasion, I addressed my fellow-yeomen : 

^ proposed that we should deposit our arms in the County-hall ; in- 
form Government that, when required, we would resume them ; and 
that those of us who were unmarried, would, on a moinent's notice, 
cross over into France to . put down the power of Bonaparte, while 
be was fighting the Russians at Eylau. 

My feltow-yeomen neglecting these proposals, I withdrew from tbe 
troop, but have ever been, and ever shall be ready, to turn out, when , 

• called for, in defence of my King and country. 

In the year 1817, being pressed by misfortune, I went out to Upper 
Caaada, to seek an asylum for myself and iiimily. Finding that Pro- 
vince blessed by nature, but ruined by misgovernment — finding that 
British laws of the most sacred character were set aside by arbitrary 
power, and ^ that public faith was violated, I advised the people to 
send home a commission, to entreat your Majesty's interference ; and 
an address was sent home to be presented to your Majesty, then 
Prince Regent, by Lord Erskine, the duplicate of whicb| and letter 
to Lord Erskine are hereunto annexed. 

Having, by these proceedings, incurred the displeasure of men 
m power, 1 was subjected to two trials for alleged lil>el ; l)ut was 
twice honourably acquitted. I was then ordered to leave the Pro- 
vince, under colour of a statute applicable only to aliens, (which 
slalule, with other documents, are hereunto annrexed,) and in my 
right of a British subject, refusing to obey, was cast into prison, and 
banished, merely because of my refusal. 

Since returning to England, I have attended in London during 

tiiree sessions of Parliament on this ^businiess. I have had four peti- 

• lions presented to the House of Commons, calling attention to Upper 

Canada, on public grounds, and one, respecting my personal suiffer- 

k logs, (printed copies of which are annexed.) I have bad a petition 
similar to the last mentioned presented to your Majesty iii 
Council, and another to the House' of Peers; but; as yet they have 
availed nothing, I now apply directly to your Majesty for leave to 
return to Upper Canada, safe from arrest. I do not solicit pardon, 
because I hold myself not only guiltless, but much injured. I solicit 
your Majesty's iuterference in support of the most sacred right of a 
British subject — tbe right of allegiance, which equally regards obe- 
dience and protection. I solicit your Majesty's interference, solemnly 
pledging my honour, that I never harboured evil intention against 
the Government of your Majesty, but, on the contrary, was actuated, 
io all my endeavours, by an enthusiastic desire to retain Upper Canada, 
beneath British Dominion— ^to make it conducive to the happiuess of 
your Majesty's subjects, apd a valuable portion of the Empire.- - 
lit is my hope, that while your Majesty treads on the soil of my na- 
tive land, 1 ^hall more readily obtain the favour now solicited ; and 
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praying that the day may be late on which confideuce is misplaced 
in a Scotchman, 

I am. 

Your Majesty's dutiful subject, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



ADDRESS ABOVE REFERRED TO. 

To His Royal Highness, George Prince Regent of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, &'c. &'c. &c. 

The Humble Address of Inhabitants of Upper Canada. 

May it please your Royal Highness, 
. The subjects of your Royal father dwelling in Upper Canada 
should need no words to give assurance of their loyjalty, if the 
whole truth had reached the throne of their Sovereign. His loving 
subjects have reason to believe that the truth has not been told. 

During three years of war, Upper Canada was exposed to the 
ravages of a powerful and inveterate foe. The Government of the 
United States had been long concerting the invasion of this Province ; 
hostile preparations against it had been masked under other designs ; 
and at lasti the accumulated torrent of violence burst on the de* 
fenceless children of the British Empire.— Nor were they assailed by 
tne weapons of war alone. An insidious proclamation preceded the 
host of the enemy — forgetful of honour — regardless of humanity — 
and daring to seduce the subjects of Britain from their true alle- 
giance. The subjects of Britain remained dauntless and firm. It 
was not for property that they rose against the invader : the invader 
would have' spared them their properly. They flew to arms in defence 
of the rights and Sovereignty of Britain. Twice had the American 
standard been planted in Upper Canada, while yet but a handful of 
troops aided the native battalions of the Province ; — twice did these 
raw bat|allions wave the laurel of victory over the prostrate intruders 
on their soil. The second year of war saw Canada contending with 
yet little assistance' from the parent state ; — the second year of war 
saw her sons confirmed in their virtue, and still more determined to 
];esist. Wives audi children had fled from their homes, the face of 
the country was laid waste, and the fire of revenge'was sent forth to 
consummate distress and misery ; still was the spirit of the people 
i|nextinguished — still did it burn with patriotism and loyalty. 
. By the third year, every risk of conquest was at an end ; for now 
t}ie British aids poured into the Provinces, and peace was proclaimed, 
\yhen war was no longer to be feared^ 

It is qow more than three years since there was an end of war; 
but, strange to say, these years of peace have manifested no appear- 
since of affection or care from the Mother Country to the Caoadas. 
Commercial treaties .have beeq made altogether neglectful of Britbh 
interests here. Government transactions, which used to give spirit 
to trade and industry, are at a stand; troops are >vithdrawn ; fortifica- 
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UoQs ar^ suffered to go to ruio ; and ruirioai's are abroad too slioek* 
ifig to be repealed in the Royal ear. 

May it plea.se your Royal Highness to listen calmly to the com-* 
plaints and grievances of the people of Up|ier Canada, who arc fully 
assared that your Royal Highness has been kept ignorant of most 
importaDt truths — who are well assured of the generous dispositioQ$ 
of your Royal heart; and of your desire that British subjects should 
every where share, equally, your paternal regard and affection. 

It was matter of much provocation to the people of this Pro* 
vince to see, even during the war, which afforded such stj iking 
proofs of their loyally and valour, reports sent home, highly rating 
the merit of regular troops, while the tribute due to Canadian levies 
was unfairly let down. Nay, the principles of the most loyal sub- 
jects here were often stigmatized by British officers, ignorant of 
human character, and still more so of circumstances which affect 
it in this part of the world. It was not so with the immortal BrOck. 
He justly appreciated Canadian .worth ; and his memory will bap- 
pily long cherish in the minds of the Canadian j^eople a due regard 
for the genuine spirit of a British soldier, at once generous and brave. 

The loyal inhubitants of Upp^r Canada would disdain to notice 
the misrepresentations of individuals so contrary to notorious truth, if 
these had not obviously conspired, with other causes, to lessen the 
regard which should subsist between British subjects here and at 
home-->to influence the conduct of ministers towards the general iii'^ 
terest of the Provinces. 

The loyal subjects of His Majesty in Upper Canada suffer* 
ed*grievously during the war in their property, and many were 
bereft of their all. A solemn investigation on this subject took 
place: the claims of sufferers were authenticated; and there was 
every reason to expect that recompense would immediately follow; 
yet nothing has followed but delay smd insult. Surely, if there is 
among mankind a single principle of justice, this is one, that the 
individuals of a nation ought not, partially, to bear the weight of 
public calai^ity — surely individuals who have exposed their lives for 
government should not be disgusted, with finding government re* 
lardless of those very principles uhich it is intended to sustain. The 
people of this Province are well aware that their fellow-subjects at 
home are pressed hard with taxation, and far is it from their wiali 
that relief should be afforded from thence ; Canada contains, within 
itself, ample means of exonerating' government from the claims of 
sufferers by war; and it is within Xhejiat of your Royal Highness to 
remove, by a single breath, the evil now so justly complained of. 
Millions of acres of fertile land lie here, at the disposal of your 
Koyal Highness, upon the credit of which, put under proper ma> 
nagement, not only the fair claims of lo^ial sufferers could be in- 
stantly advanced ; but vast sums could be raised for the improve- 
ment of the Provinces, and the increase of revenue to Britain. 

. Another grievance,' manifesting the neglect of government to the 
concerns of Upper Canada is equally notorious, and mu^t bje still 
more abhorrent to the generous feelings of your Royal High- 
iicss. 
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The young meD of the Province who were armed in iU defence/ 
hady for their spirited conduct, the promise of their commanders, 
that land would be granted 'them as a reward for their services, as 
soon as war was terminated ; and after this promise was universally 
confided in, the Parliament of Upper Canada passed an extraordi- 
nary law in the face of established British principles, that the 
militia should pass beyond the frontier. With tliese |)romises, and 
in obedience to this law, the militia passed beyond the frontiw with 
alacrity : yet since the peace, the greater part of them have been 
denied the pledge of their extraordinary services, and the land i^ 
unjustly withheld. 

Such ingratitude— >such dishonour--^such errors in policy, your 
Royal Highness may be well assured could not exist without extra- 
ordinary influences, and were your Royal Highness sufficiently in- 
formed, as to these, and of the true state of Upper Canada, we 
flatter ourselves most important changes would speedily take place, 
as well for the glory of the throne as for the benefit of its sub- 
jects. 

Permit the loyal subjects of His Majesty merely to say as much, 
dt the present lime, on this subject, as may indqc^ yoqr Royal High- 
ness to order inquiry to be made. 

The lands of the Crown in Upper Canada, are of immense ejetenip 
not only stretching far and wide into the wilderness, but scattered 
over the Province, and intermixed with private property, already 
cultivated. The diposal of this land is left to ministers at home, 
who are palpably ignorant of existing circumstances, and to a comn- 
eil of men resident in the Province, who, it is believed, have long 
converted the trust reposed in them to the purposes of selfishness. 
The scandalous abuses in this department came some years e^ to 
such a pitch of monstrous magnitude, that the home ministers wisely 
imposed restrictions on the Land-Council of Upper Canada, These, 
however, have by no means removed the evil ; and a system of patron* 
age and favouritism in the disposal of the Crown lands still exists, 
altogether destructive of moral rectitude and virtuous feeling in 
the management of public affairs. Corruption, indeed, has reached 
such a height in this Province, that it is thought no other part of 
the British empire witnesses the like ; and it is in vain to look for 
improvement till a radical change is effected. It matters not what 
characters fill situations of public trust at present : all sink beneath 
the dignity of men, become vitiated and weak, as soon as they are 
placed within the vortex of destruction. Confusion on confusion has 
grown out of this unhappy system ; and the very lands of the Crown, 
the giving away of which has created such mischief and iniquity, 
have ultimately come to little value from abuse. The poor subjects of 
His Majesty, driven from home by distress, to whom portions of 
land are granted, can now find in the grant no benefit; and loyal- 
its of the United Empire — the descendants of those who sacrificed 
their all in America, in behalf of British rule — men whose nanus 
were ordered on record for their virtuous adherence to your Royal 
Father, — the descendants of these men find, now, no favour in tkekt 
destined rewards : Nay, these rewards, when granted, have in many 
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e««f hien rendend woru than nothing; for the legal rigkU in tkt 
^f^cyment of them have been held at nought : their land has been 
rendered unsaleable, and in some cases, oiuy a source of distraction 
^md care. 

Under this system of internal management and weakened from 
other evil influences. Upper Canada now pines in comparative decay: 
^inontent and poverty are experienced in a land supremely blessed 
with the gifts of nature: dread of arbitrary power wars here 
sigainst the free exercise of reason and manly sentiment : laws have 
heen set aside : legislators have come into derision : and contempt 
from the Mother Country seems fast gathering strength to disunite 
the people of Canada from their friends at home,* 

The immediate interference of your Royal Highness might jdo 
mncfa to check existing evils ; and might wholly remove those which 
spring from the system of patronage and favouritism in the land- 
granting department. Other evils, however, greatly retard the pros- 
perity of Upper Canada — evils which have their root in the original 
constitution of the Province, and these can only be removed by the 
interferehce of the British Parliament, now most imperioasly re- 
quired. 

Deeply penetrated with these sentiments, and most seriously in- 
clined to have such needful changes speedily effected, the loyal sub- 
jects of Britain dwelling in Upper Canada, now take the extraor- 
dinary step of sending home commissioners to bear this to the 
throne, and humbly entreat your Royal Highness to give ear to the 
details which it will be in their power to relate: above all, that your 
Royal Highness would immediately send out to this Province a 
Commission consisting of discreet and wise men — men of basinets 
and talent, who shall be above every influence here ; and who may be 
instracted to make inquiry into all the sources of evil. 



St. Catharine's, District of Niagara, 
Upper Canada, August 1st, 1818. 

My Lord, 

Your long-tried fidelity to the cause of popular rights, 
and your many glorious struggles in behalf of virtuous independence, 
have suggested the wish on the part of my constituents, that I 
should solicit the honour of having the address of the Upper Cana- 
dian Convention of Friends to Inquiry, presented by your Lordship 
to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

In granting this favour, your Lordsliip will greatly increase our 
hopes of success in the cause we have espoused ; and it will be a 
pleasant anticipation for us to think, that the prosperity of this 
Province, so richly gided by nature, is cherished by the man whose 
genius shed the brightest lustre on the British bar, and whose merit 
alone raised him to the highest dignity which a subject can enjoy. 

Permit me, my Lord, to offer to your perusal a pamphlet con- 

* TIm part above prhited in italics was that for which I was tried and honoarably 
acquitted in Upper Canada. 
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tsiniiig the prioctples and proceedings of tho«e for whom I subscribe 
myself, with the utmost respect, 

M. Your Lordship's very obedient servant, 

(Signed) RICHARD BEASLEY.^ 

The Right Hon. Lotto Erskine, 
&c. &c. &c. 



REPLY. 

Edinburgh, 29th August, 1822. 

Sir, 

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 2l8t 
Instant^ I beg.to acquaint you that I have laid before the King your 
Petition (handed to me here), and by His Majesty's commands have 
referred it to the Secretary of State for the Coloniat Department, 
for his consideration. 

I am. Sir, 
• Your obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) ROBERT PEEL. 

Robert Gourlay, Esq. 

(A. 9.) 

To the Honourable the Commons, kc 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY AND OTHERS, 

Parishioners of Will/, in Wiltsliircf 

Humbly showeth, 

That a Petition, signed by Parishioners of Wily, was presented to 
your Honourable House, 3Lst May, 1815, from which the following 
is extracted. 

** That it is notorious, thai the labouring people of England are 
*• not so well, generally, in point' of worldly circumstances as they 
** were in former times. 

" Tbat, in the remembrance of many of your Petitioners, those 
*• who required relief from the parish were few, consisting only of 
** such persons as were old or otherwise impotent. 

" That, now it is impossible for the best spirited and ablest bodied 
*' man to bring up a family from the earnings of his labours ; and, 
'* that of late, to remedy this, it has become a standing regulation 
*^ with magistrates, to allow to all labourers having a certain num- 
•* her of children, the right of demanding assistance from parish- 
*' officers to such an extent, as shall, with actual earnings, amoant 
** to a certain sum for each individual member of their families 

respectively, and consequent to the action of this regulation, other 

regulations have been formed and acted upon. 






* Colunel Bea»Iey was chairman of the Convention and some years speaker of t\x 
Assembly. 

t Presented by the Honble Mr. Grey Benner, and ordered to be printed, June 5tb, 
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** Tkkl jbdr PifttUiavc^^ jiowivcr miiolt'Uiey deplore tljbat tbig 
*' l^tiliotis dystcm. ikoiihi havt f^>own ti^> ,(a sysiem which hs^s hot 
^ i>^ tess^ti^ the bcnfafoffts, but dnanpediht liberty a^d ind^eii*' 
^ dMteof ^ tait portioo of British $oti^t5>) iiH)uldnot ^ish t# 
*' diffi^bt^tf ht mi%m br iti (Irogrem t» diesign ; but wdtfld rather look 
** to It m ft y^stilt of eMUice IiimI mfslah^n 4<^ioy»^ of poiie^if. 

'* That, fbos iiJifiTegs«d» tiKy havlv efver viewed this unhappy sys«> 
** t0M with dis^Mtiotit ypeao^aUe and fieiigwed^ b^t tf ast^ as far it 
" tmk ^ ainMioratedj oi' virtaoits iieaii» pointed o^t whereby its 
^ griifttatiees may be lessenec^ te rtomoMd^ thai tba legiskture will 
** tw-etef #«ady atwk wiHin^ to afibrd its oonnteAaHoe and aid^ 

'^ T^tit, in th^ ofiMoir Ai yoUr PtIiUoAersv It would contribute 
*' fiineh to ibe ameifOnitiern- oi the system^ we^e.Ml iregulations re* 
** ga'rdiffgit abeolotely fixmi mid pnfoliciy declared by Act of Parlia- 
^ meiif , so sis ta U^vt as littkr as* possible dep^ading^ on the will and 
** dffsGrefton of inditid«aki. 

" 't'hat your P^etitioners are assumed that the regulations do ad* 
mir, in practice, of such settlement, and that this would tend 
gfe^ly to the comfdrt of all parties--*of magistrates, of parish- 
** effie^rd, of contributors^ ta parkli fUtids^ as well as of persons 
^' who draw the wbole, or part of their maintenance from the 

^ l*bot it can only be the jnst fmictical end of such regulations^ 
^ B9 they aff^t people clakiiing (Parochial aid»> to guard against idle* 
** Wi%, Ot> the uegleet of means wfa«reby such persons may support 
** lbettis«4v«9. That it neveii shouid be the spirit of these to act 
*' lyramiicaltyy. crMoop^mte as- a ^heek- upon' the liberty and imv 
•* provement of the people. 

^ Th^g fleJi^KbeksSi as-aiiatters ho^ sjtandi ma^y regulations are 
** so jforiAed^ or so arbitrary, as to subject die peoplo xeceiying 
^ pttrish assistance t» tftmecessary grievances,, and to place them, 
'* iidt« #htfri neodliil, under the caprice of magistrates and over* 
'• ^eerii 

•^ I'bMt^one regofsition,^ in particular, has- this tendency, in a very 
" flagi^tM degr««, amst be obvious, on the mere statement of the 
** same : it il^ that, authoariEed by' atagistvates, which permits tha 
** e^rerseeFfOea]! out the children of thote having parish assistance 
'^ M MtMti tVomthe pieriod of tbeir arriving at seven years of age« 
** It QMiet be msiinfest, that at no seasosof the year .can the labour 
*^ ^ children of this tcadi^r age be oH any mBteri^l consequence; 
'^ MMl, that eten ibe laboar of theae live years older, viz. those of 
** twelve years of age^ can be little during the whiter season, and 
^ cerwioljf not in p^opevtion to ibe wasle of health and strength 
^ incurred t>y exposure to premature toil and ineiement weather* 

^ Tltet yo^r Petitioners ooooevve, that,t with ^ view merely to the 
^ iittb*at«( economy of labour, such a regMbtjou is greatly too 
^' sevete^ Tboty Werstrainifi^ Ibe tender years of south', only 
*' serves to contract the IrsMfee, to weaken the. colHstituUon, and to 
" entail such a* degree of imijeoility 6pon after life, as greatly fo 
'' otitweigh iothe end, even to the public, the paltry savings of 
'' childish dnid^eey. But there is a higher consideration which 

G 
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'* your Petitioners beg leave to tnbmit la yonr Honourable Hduse-- 
** a consideration equity important for the commanlty as for iodi^ 
" vidualsy viz. that which regards this regulation as a complete bar 
^* to the mental improvement of the children of those who receive 
** parochial aid. Although the period of life from seven to tv^ve 
'* years of age, may be little vauiable for labour, it is that in which 
^' the mind is most susceptible, of improvement, and when it is 
'* adequate to receive^ with best effect, the impressions of education. 
'* That« however men may differ as to the policy of establishing 
" a national institution for the educati(Mi of youth, or be aware ^ 
*\ the difficulty of doing this to general satisfaction, in a eountiy 
^* where religions liberty has created such variety of opinions, as to 
*' fundamental principles, yet still, no reasonable, or liberal nunded 
*^ person will say, that parish laws, or any other, should wantonly 
'* oppose the inclination of parents or guardians, to have their children 
** instructed in the rudiments of education, and to be made capable 
*' of searching the scriptures of religion or the written laws of their 
" country. 

Your Petitioners, upon these grounds, humbly pray that your 
Honourable House will take these matters, generally, into your 
serious consideration; but more immediately and particularly, 
that you will enact that, from Michaelmas to Lady-day, no over^ 
seer, or any other person, shall have power to call out children 
under twelve years of age to labour, or to withdraw any stated 
allowance from the parents or guardians of such children because 
of their not labouriug ; at least, if such parents .or guardians 
do put such children to school duriug the said period of each 
•« year." 

Your Petitioners, in reproducing the above extracts, wish not now 
to insist on the special performance prayed for : they wish to state 
that the condition of the labouring poor is now greatly worse than it 
was in 1816. For several years prior to that period, a labouring 
man, with a wife and four children, was entitled to have his earn- 
ings made up to nineteen shillings and sixpence per week; but during 
fhe last year, he had only seven shillings and sixpence per week, by 
the same rule ; a pittance which barely served to afford him and his 
family, lodging, food, and fire, to say nothing of raiment or educa- 
tion. Your Petitioners are most earnest in their wishes to iiave their 
children educated. They conceive that by means of this, they can 
be best distinguished from the beasts that perish ; they can best 
qualify tbemselvet'for adding strength and reputation to their coun- 
try, and best fit themselves for another and a better world. 

Your Petitioners now most earnestly entreat that schools may be 
established at public expense — by which every child may be taughi 
to read and write, in union with a general scheme for the abelitioa 
of pauperism, and that this Petition may be printed for the perusri 
of any committee, commission, or board, which may be appointed 
by yonr Honourable House to expedite the same. 

And they will ever pray, 

ROB£RT GOURLAY, 
and others. 
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(A. 10.) 

To the HoHourtMe the Commo$u, ke. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY/ 
And other Parishioners of Wily^ In Wilts. 

Showetti, 

That yonr Petiiionersy who are for the greater part agrieultural 
labourers and paupers, have seen a bill (Mr. Nolan's bill) tntro^ 
dueed into your Honourable House, during the present session^ 
entitled, ** A BUI to amend the Laws regarding the Maintenoftes 
emd Employment of the Poor" and hasten to protest against certain 
proposals of that Bill, via. those which go to punish paupers by 
waking them serve in the militia and by badging. 

Yonr Petitioners beg leave to state their opinion^ that, before a 
thonffht is bestowed on the punishment of paupers, much thought 
should l>e bestowed on the causes of pauperism. . 

Yonr Petitioners, though generally poor and ignorant, do yet 
know this much, that the first great command of God to man, 
tecorded in the Bible, which is '' part and parcel of the law of 
England," is expressed in these words : *' be fruitful and multiply 
and replenish the earthy and subdue it." And ibey further know» 
that aAer the lapse of six thousand years, the earth is not replenished 
nor subdued. 

Your Petitioners are informed, that the King of England rulef 
Dver imst regions more fertile, and ten times larger than Englqrid, 
which are cultivated and inhabited only by a few savages : they set 
that the very parish to which they belong could nourish ten times its 
present population, and they can understand how it comes about that 
the law of God has not taken effect in this parish. They see rents, and 
tythes, and taxes exacted, and expended to the worst of purposes ; 
to sustain luxury and idleness ; to keep alive (wickedf) priests, and 
(still more wickedf) lawyers; to give employment to viilanous 
atewards, and power to hard-hearted masters ; in short, to aid cor- 
ruption in every possible way, and make tyranny paramount. 

Your Petitioners know from experience, that there is health and 
liappiness in labour ; they know, that ** sweet is the sleep of the la- 
imuring man," and they by no means grudge to earn bread by the 
sweat of the face; their most anxious desire, indeed, is to be 
allowed to have a sufficiency of employment, and fair pay for the 



Yonr Petitioners are informed and believe, that in America an 
agricultural labourer earns wages to the value of three pecks of 
wheat per day, and that a labourer of the same description in Eng- 
-land could earn to the value of two pecks of wheat per day, . but for 



. ^ Pceaented by Mr. Benett, of Wiltshire, and ordered co be printed 19tb Juw, 
)8f3. 
f Words struck out of the Petition before it was signed. 
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Gorn-latvs and emigration-laws: — emigration-laws which have been 
condemned by Mr. Maltbus, ^'and ccio-laws which have been charac- 
terised, by a virtuous member of your Honourable House, Mr. 
Ricardo, as odious and absurd* 

Your Petitioners are ^ware, that a sudden chaise of customs and 
habits, — a sudden cJiange in cstablisbed and ancient arrangements, — 
an unguarded repeal of emigration-laws and corn-laws, itaight be pro- 
ductive of great evil ; but they are assured that gp^ «uat6ms and 
liabitft could be gradually intr(idace«l, in t|]e place of tbose tlMt .&re 
iivas^^ful andvkious: ihat the very change efarraqgeweDl, iivM 
4(>onducted, might lead to la9tiDg peace and bappi««ts ; a«id ikfti 
corn-laws and eaiigratioovlaws might be s<i repealed as to )e^^ Eos* 
lafid prosperous beyond all preoMknt, and »A»pereiHii€iQtfy fl«triiMKi 
Qthoiig thq nation^ ei tht earlh ; that piaiis could be adQpt4»cl to 
promote the great intention of God ; and that the eaHh c^nld far 
ip^diiy repieuMied fu\d subdued. 

' Your Pelittoners b«g leave to slale, thai eveii 90W» ill liie .iqykMk 
of summer, and in bay harvest, the regtiiar wagea of an dgrictiUiifli 
labourer in the parish of Wily da not exceed 7s^ p«rr weelt» wfaioti is 
not hulf the present value of twelve peeks of ^beal ; and Ibr^ 
Airther state, that fr^m a syslem of oombuiatiDn, which hsis .gf«ii« 
tip und^r the infliteav^e of poor-laws, it is alto^i^ier iaiposi»iUe for 
labourers to increase tlie rate of their p«y : tbe^f csmiiat iiit>tei (rMisr 
over the .country with any bepe of bettering Ibeiv o^9iiiition, aiHl tlif9 
must of necessity receive whatever sum it is the plea$i}fe af their 
«aasters, the farmers, lobeitowj . " 

. Your Pttttioners beg kaire to state, thaiil i^ allogetb^r Ju^iosfiUf 
for tbem to rear up their chMdreu, or maintain lbi»«ajEfelii«s im ^ m 
infirmity, from their tegular pay ; and tbat what, ^re cnHed pQQtvmtei 
«ii*e Itttk eUe than part of the aatnnii Pftee Qf l^QiMr, unprefitaW^ 
>wttyiekl^\vit(|hekl irom ^wing towardft the iikboueer» ibroiKgh the 
{proper channel. 

Your PeUtiotiers h^g leave to. slate, that whUe tiie nk^ve m tbf 
present highest rale of wages, the rate of wageai wa» iediiAed demi 
vrinter uYoiUhs ta 3<. per week fer an able'-bodied mw^f, hct ^ 
farmers, countenanecd by- the magtstratcs. Pafisbit>ne|-9 Qf Wily 
tmve had petitiem lai«l before yqur UonouJAble Ho^nse, prmymz ^^ 
have, for each man, a rood of land for ite veiuje, md ediuciMliM fot 
Iheir chftdren^ free of expi^se to tbcnv. They now «l;«te, \\k^% m 
excellent scheme for inereaving their pay haa been int«<yluiBed^ w^ 
ibund, by experience, productive of happ^ coasequeueea :^-rf^. «veiy 
penny saved by some of vour Petitioners, and put into a deposit, WKf^ 
ther penny is added by the iandowbecs, farniees, am^Qt^s, .i^£ the 
wealthy ictasses, - which they, at the end of twelve ineAths* ^pl}^ te 
ibe pnrohase. of clothes for yotir Petititoera wfao biive.tb«B .€|f^>o$it|B4 
savings. . This . scbeme your Pip titioners .ar& coo v4uQetl« v^if^. b^ IMe 
.trodtt.€ed gll oyer the kingdom on a liberal scalcj^ under the authority 
of law ; and were it so introduced, while a rood of laud wasalFowed 
<for its value, to eaeli man, and edueatlon a0er4«d.ta s^U Iba nUldKn 
of paupers, there is npt a doubt iq tjie mirxds of>your PetitiouePS 
but that the poor might gradually 1>e I'ats^d^otit tjf tfeeir present ic- 
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(jtomble conditbn, and be aait indepeadetit of jfartih iiid» CTen 
tfc^ugii emigrati.oii*Uu«s and com^iaws were not feflkealed* 

These facts are so uiideniaMe and uQportant^ — the»e position^ are 
so stable^ that yovr Petjlioiiert do wnoai eameatly deaire that a cooh- 
missiba may be a|)pimatedy aritboutloas of tine, to risit Wily pnHsb, 
aad refMirt to your Honouiabie Hoaae aa to the aaaie» aftef datt 
inquiry is made by a personal communication with your Petitio.nbrs i 
and tbat, in tbe mean time, tbis Petition mdy be printed in the 
Journals of your Honourable Hooaey f^itr tbe iKirusal of aay tov^ 
ailttee, eoaMaission, or board, having for cotisideration ^ly ^iie^tiou 
regarding tbe system of the poor'-laws. 

And they will ever. pray » 

ROBERT QOURLAY, 
and otbirri. 

> 

(A. 11.) 

To the HonouraMe the CommauB, ifc. 
THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY.* 

Humbly showeth. 

That your Petitioner did, on llie ^h day of September, 1822, far 
good and urgent reasons, throw himself for employment on the par isH ' 
of Wily, in Wiltshire. ^ 

That, on th^ following day, his right of settlement in tbe paHsh 
was proved before magistrates, in Fisnerton, near Salfebuty. 

That,'Ou the lit hot September, he was set to work by tieoverseet* 
of the poor of Wily; and did, foriive days, break filnts on the pubKe 
road, during the space of eight hours each day. 

That, on Monday, the 16th of September, he attended tbe ^eteet 
Vestry, in church assembled, and did' receive four shitlings from tbe 
overseer, as payment for his labouf ; but which, with two sbfUiiigs 
and sixpence previously received, he considered to be three ^b^kigs 
and sixpence below the real value 6f hb work, whieb eould not be 
fairly estimated at less than ten shUlmgs. 

That tUc select vestry then consulted together, and told your 
Petitiouer that they would give him no more employment \M a general 
vestry was called and tnet. 

That, on the 18th of September, the vestry being met, came to tbe 
resolution of paying yout- Petitioner a weekly atlowanec of* lour 
^hil lings and sixpence, without requiring any labour. 
* That your Petitioner did not complain of this arrangement, but 
found, after several weeks' consideration, that be could not be happy 
in the receipt of pay without work, and did not receive tbe pay 
offei^d. That, on the 14th of October, attending the select vestry 
ineetiiig, he agreed with the said vestry 1o break flints by* the load> 
ht the rate of four-pence per load, to the amount of iour sbJlinig« 
and sixpence per week, and then receive the stated pay. 

^yyi y* i I' ; ■ ' ^ '■ ! " ■ »'■ " " r ' * ' ' ^ ' ' ' * ' ^ " ' '" ' '' . ' * " '' * > 

. V , ■ ■ ' ... . - . . . 

^ •* PMealed ^y Uu Hntn% •od ordeied to iif piloted,. Jauaa 2t«l« 
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That lie broke flinU from the 14tfa to the 28th. day of October* 
and found himself able to break double the quantity which he waa 
allowed to break ; found, in fact, that he could earn (airly, at the 
rate of the country, nine shillings a week, by breaking flinty. 

That on the 28th of October, he attended the select vestry meet- 
ing, and received from the overseer nine . shillings for the fortnight's 
work. 

That, on the 1 1 th of November, having again accomplished bis 
work, he attended the select ve$try meeting, when the overseer 
^ paid him six shillings ; but refused to pay him the full amount which 
was then due, and which had been agreed for by the select vestry. 

That your Petitioner laid before the magistrates, assembled in 
petty sessions, in Fisherton, near Salisbury, on the 12th of No* 
vember, a memorial, stating his case, and praying for summonses in 
order to procure redress, but was refused; although he clearly 
explained, by word of mouth, that he was injured by breach of 
Contract, 

That he then returned to his labour of breaking flints, and on 
the 25th of November, received six shillings from the overseer for 
the same. * 

That, on the 27th of November, while peaceably employed at his 
work, the overseer rode up to him, and said, he would pay him no 
■ more money. 

That, on the 9th of December, he attended the select vestry meet« 
ing, and was refused pay for the work then completed. 

That, ou the 10th of December, he made complaint to the magis- 
trates, in petty sessions, and obtained a summons for the appearance 
of the overseer, on the 17th of the same month, in Salisbury : that 
the overseer did appear there on the day appointed ; was ordered by 
the magistrates assembled in petty sessions to pay, and did pay to 
your Petitioner the six shillings due for work, before going out of court. 

That the overseer, on his way out of court, desired your Petitioner 
to return him the hammer which he had given your Petitioner for the 
liurpose of breaking flints ; and said, that if it was not returned, he 
would serve your Petitioner with a summons for the same. 

That, on the 23d of December, your Petitioner having again bro- 
ken a sufficient quantity of flints, attended the meeting of the select 
vestry, and received for his work six shillings ; being the first settle- 
ment without disagreeable words. 

That your Petitioner, having been absent from the parish for 
twelve weeks, did not again apply to the overseer for pay till the 
17th of March, 1823 : that the overseer theii offered six shillings ; 
but your Petitioner remonstrated against this payment, as too litUe, 
because of bread having risen in price, from one shilling to one 
shilling and three-pence the gallon loaf: that, nevertheless, the 
pverseer refused any greater allowance of pay, and forccfd your 
Petitioner again to apply to the court of magistrates, which he did, 
in Salisbury, on the 18th March, 1823. 

That the court, after parties were heard, ordered the overseer of 
Wily to pay to your Petitioner an additional allowance of money, pro- 
portioned to the rise in the price of bread, wbichj however, your 
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PcHlioaer deelined to receive^ Imviog done no labour for the saiiie ; 
Biid being then, from change of cireumstancef » able to live without 
parish aid. 

That yonr Petitioner left the parish of Wily, on the 2dd of De^ 
ccffiber, 1822, finding that flints could no longer 1>e broken because 
of the frost, and was cherished by friends for one month, in various 
parts of the country. 

That the heart of Yonr Petitioner becoming more warm from the 
kindness of friends, be felt disposed to apply certain sums of money 
which had been remitted to him by other friends, to defray his ex- 
penses on a pedestrian eacursion, to see, and be able to witness, the 
miseries endured by the poor of England, at large, during the 
severity of winter, and under the influence of poor-laws. 

That your Petitioner, journeying with this intent, passed through 
the counties of Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, Somerset, and returned 
into WilUhire the 6th of March, 1823. 

That your Petitioner found that the labouring poor of a certain 
parish in Dorsetshire could not purchase fuel : that they stole the 
whole of what they used, and sent out their little children to steal 
the same ; he also found that such was the case in other parishes, 
both of Dorset and Devon. 

That your Petitioner found that the labouring poor of a certain 
parish in Dorset, were yoked together, and employed to haul ma- 
terials for the repair of roads, in carts,— a practice which had gone 
on for several years. 

That your Petitioner found that the labouring poor did not, not* 
witiiatanding the greatest hardflbips, cease to marry, and procreate 
children : that, particularly, he found that a young man of Dorset-* 
shire had just then married, applied to magistrates for relief, and 
received an order to be relieved to the amount of two shillings per 
wecK. 

That your Petitioner found in Devonshire, a county containing the 
best breed of people in the kingdom, most civil and handsome by 
nature, and where schools prevailed more than in most parts, that 
there were more frightful rufllans among the paupers than in any 
other quarter ; and that he ascribed this to the practice of appren- 
ticing out children of .the poor, at nine years of age, under 
which practice the children are generally taken away from school,— > 
neglected in their habits of ctiurch-going,*— exposed to horrible 
iitage» — and weaned from natural affection to parents. 

Ttiat your Petitioner found in a parish of Cornwall, fishers spending 
their time in tedious idleness, living upon a miserable parish allow- 
ance, and taking not the smallest thought of how they might belter 
their condition, either by water or land : that this state of things 
was spreading among fishers iu other parishes, and could clearly be 
traced to the poor-law system, as its principal source. 
- That your Petitioner found the miners of Cornwall and Devonshire 
earning high wages, and occasionally receiving large sums of money; 
but nine out of ten of them squandering the whole away, and making 
no suitable provbion for old age or infirmity— a consequence of bad 
training, deficient education, and poor-laws. 
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; ThBt3K>«r F«ti6oiier> Ihmughoul \m whole jooen^ fotwd titt 
Gonditnofi of the Ifiboiitiiif poor wreteiied ift the extr«ii»».a«d gieiillj 
cbane:ed from what it was when he made a journey twenly-*wo yean 
ago for tbe tanie ead, of inqufdug finto their <iafD<litiMfe,. tdiroiigli 
serefal ooaiitiefi of England^ under tiM ainpietaof gov^mmeirt: he 
fooad tbem now generally deprived of all ptopertj, laving in roidotis 
cottages,— willing to work, — ^no where fully employed, aiid efvtj*- 
wlieie, though starring, siriveriag^ and hi rags^ bwiilg up tfoder 
cafauMty with a^ peaceable but einking spirit* 

Yew Petitioner has narrated iheee ^tt^ aol enly ^tt bis o«a 
aeeoant,. bat that of the paopers of fingland in general, who, frmn 
«■ ernscieo«is.and rooist imbappy system of maBageaMnt^ have been 
reduced to a state of dependence and misery, the like of which no 
other people ever experienced^ and whteh lotidly <iaHs for inqairy 
and amendment. 

Your Petitioner has been con^Fersant with the ednditlen of the 
labboriitg poor of England for upwards of twewty«>tWo years. He 
has had better opporlimities of observing this than any other indi* 
vtdual, and by stadying the poor<-law system practically, as well ai 
|heoreli<atty)--^fis a farmer and laboureri overseer and pauper, 01 
home and abroad, has not only become impressed with a belief that 
thss 8^ten» requhes instant and earnest attention ftoai the legislatore, 
but is confident that safe and effectual phiif» may be adopted to do it 
speedily and eath'ely away. 

Your pr:titioner had long suspected, that great errors; of opuiioo 
prevailed aa to the poor-law system; but the fatile attempts at 
reform onde ia your Honourable iJooee, durii^ the two last sesskmt 
0f Parliament, first ga^e pe«tti«^ proof of this, whiqh proof is now 
oorroborated l^ the btlt new prlbted (Mr^ iVe/eit'« kiU) for con- 
9tderalioii,**-^a bill whiefa threatens io add confu^ioa to coofosioB^ 
and wholly overlooks the grand causes of evil. 

Yoiir Petitioaer asserts, that the paivpers of Esgland vequire aib- 
vt*nti«l ftenefita and jusfiee, m&i an entargement of mere atatnte km 
to> fedress their grtevanees. The 59th George III. has been extolkd 
as)a wise statute, bat y oar Petitioner bae found it otberwne^. £v«ii 
fnoat the above narrstioo, it wiH be found that this statute has 
sttengthened the bands o# tyranny, aMf reposed trust ia meo, not 
only havRif an interest aganist the poor whom they are appointed te 
jndgeand control^ bu£ who ha^w proved themselve»groMlyigooraat 
both as to the ^irtt atid letter of this very etaffote* From theatevt 
fifieta, your Honyurabte House wit) percei^re that the sefeet ve^«y of 
Wily were uniformly in fhe wmngf when disputiag^ with youi^ Feti<* 
tionet ; aady^^wr Petitioner asserts, thai the magistrates were ala<yia 
the wrong, when they refused summonees, regutarly applied for, ta 
pvoeufv the Mfilment of a declared cealfraet. These ^ts affonl'a 
small specimen of the injaetteeaaderueHy which the poor experiemM 
in^the vestries^ and eonrts of Wiltshk« ; Bti^ your Petitioner ha& wit- 
nesacA such injnetice proceediag> to a vast extent, for many years^ 
and wtthottt ebeek or remedy, agaffttst paupers who wef>e lese Mi 
tbaii 3P0«r Peti^oner to plead- for themselves, anrf whO| e^ ecMirse; 
became more the victims of tyranny and oppressioa; 
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Your Peiitioiier asserts^ that it is a principle of nature and religioii^ 
that every man should have fair opportunity to earn bread by the 
8we9t of his fs|ce : that the 43d ^lis;abeth corroborates this priuciple, 
as have many other more recent statutes : that, in particqiar, tl^^ 
59th Qeorge III. upholds this, even by authorising land to be appror 
priated for the special purpose of keeping the poor employed; while^ 
too, statqt^-law has decreed badges to disgrace idleness ; and while 
the bill now before ygur Honourably House proposes the same. Your 
Honourable House can see, froa\ the above facts, that the practice 
of administering poor-laws is in direct opposition to their theory and 
letter, — in direct opposition to the duties of nature and religion. 
From these facts your Honourable House can see that your Petiti- 
oner was restricted to the earning of Ss, when he could earn 9«. ; 
and that the tyranny of the overseer and vestry was confirmed by 
the neglect of the magistrates. 

YoiirJPetitioner, in contemplating an efficient change in the system 
of the poor-laws, would first maintain, that all genuine and solid 
wealth is derived from labour ; and that it is the interest as well as 
duty of ever^ good government so to provide that labourers should 
have a sufficiency of the necessaries and comforts of life. 

Your Petitioner asserts, that in America, even in British colonies, 
an agricultural labourer can earn wages equal to the value of three 
pecks of wheat per day ; and that, were it not for laws which 
restrain the iipportation of corn and transport of men, — corn-laws 
and emigration-laws, — an agricultural labourer could, in England, 
earn wages equal to the purchase of two pecks of wheat per day. 

Your Petitioner asserts, that, while the price of labour is kept 
down throughout the United Kingdom by corn-laws and emigration- 
laws, that in England it is depressed still more under the system of 
the pooTi-laws ; and that this is evident from the fact, that, while in 
Scotland common labourers receive from 6s, to 9«. per week, the 
wa^^s of the same description of labourers in Wiltshire runs from 
9#. 6d, to 7«. In Wiltshire^ a common labourer, with a wife and four 
children, had, ten years ago, 19«. 6d. per week ; and, latterly, he 
has not been allowed more than 7s. 6d. a week, by the same rule of 
the poor-law system. 

Yoiir Petitioner asserts, that he himself, living on the earnings 
allowed by the select vestry of Wily, for three months together, 
CQuld not afibrd to purchase a single ounce of butchers' meat, or a 
drop of beer; and h^d, by the reduction of his pay from 4s. 6d. to 
3s, a week, to lessen his consumption of bread, and live chiefly on 
pptatoes. At the end of three months, your Petitioner found himself 
unable, from his pay, to have his shoes repaired, and, without an 
ipcre^ae, must, assuredly^ in the course of a few years, be clothed 
in rags. Your Petitioner protests against badging for idleness. He 
feeU that a ragged coat would be disgrace su^cient ; and he knows 
that an-i^qapty stpmach has a natural and excellent effect in quicken- 
ing industry. He knows that quickened industry can produce 
wealth, and that national wealth may be most increased by a lil)eral 
allowance of pay to labourers ; on the contrary^ that want of full 
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employment and fair pay must tend to poverty as well of the nation 
as of individuals. 

Your Petitioner was not bred to labour, and has, by an extraor- 
dinary run of misfortune and persecution, been reduced to worse 
than mere poverty. He is in the 45th year of his age, and has five 
children; but if your Honourable House would either repeal the 
corn-laws and emigration-laws, or adopt his proposals for the aboli- 
tion of pauperism in England, he would most willingly give up his 
claims on the parish of Wily, both for himself and children, and 
be would not fear going out iiato the world to earn a livelihood even 
by the sweat of his face. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, most earnestly entreats that your 
Honourable House will immediately appoint a commission to visit 
the parish of Wily ; inquire into the deplorable case of your Petiti- 
oner, and view the misery which now prevails among his fellow- 
paupers; listen to what he has to say regarding a reform of the poor- 
law system ; and report the whole to your Honourable House. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(A. 12.) 

V 

To the Honourable the Commons, ifc. 
THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY 
And Female Parishioners of Wily, in Wiltshire.* 

Humblv showeth, 

That the men of Wily have again and again, during the last nine 
years, petitioned your Honourable House, in order that the condi- 
tion of labourers may be ameliorated : that, during last session, three 
of their petitions were ordered to be printed, (5/A, \9th, and 21th 
June,) and to these your Petitioners would at this time refer. 

That the women of Wily have hitherto refrained from publicly 
joining in prayer for this purpose: but understanding that negro slaves 
have become special favourites with certain members of Parliament; 
and that an appeal has been made to the religion, justice, and huma- 
nity of the inhabitants of the British empiret in their behalf, they no 
longer think it improper even for females to petition your Honour- 
able House. 

That your Petitioners have learned that negro slaves have not only 
a sufficiency of land allowed them, free of charges, for the growth of 

trovisions, but twenty-six days of each year, besides Sundays ^and 
olidays, for the cultivation of the same ; that negro slaves are not 
obliged to work biore hours a day than English labourers ; and do 
not perform, in an equal period of time, nearly so much ^ork ; that 

* Presented bj Sir John Astley, end ordered to be priuted, March, 1824. 
t Pamphlet by Mr. Wiiberforce. 
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negro slaves ai-e not only able to bring up their children, but are 
encouraged to marry, aud have large families ; that negro slaves 
rear quantities of pigs and poultry, not only for their own use but 
for sale; and that, with industry and frugality, they may possess 
sufficient means to purchase up, were they permitted, their children's 
freedom. . 

That, during the last fiAeen years, the condition of negro slaves 
has been improved in many respects, while that of English labourers 
has become notoriously ivorse. 

That, formerly, it was not usual for English women to be subjected 
to hard labour out of doors during inclement weather ; but now 
some of your Petitioners are obliged, even in winter, to spread 
manure in the fields, to pick stones for the roads, and do other work 
ill befitting the female frame, and manifestly at variance with the 
design of Providence. 

That your Petitioner, Robert Gourlay, has lately conversed with 
women of Compton, a neighbouring parish, who are now, and have 
long been, employed in repairing the public roads, and who receive 
only 6i/. a day for this employment : that he has heard their sad 
complaints and anxious desire for milder treatment. 

That, on the 19th day of the present mouth of February, while 
the air was chilly in the extreme and the ground thickly wreathed 
over with snow, he, the said Robert Gourlay, travelling in Wilt- 
shire, on the road from London to Bath, saw women spreading earth 
on the pastures ; women planting beans in the dirty ploughed field : 
and, in one place of the highway, six women together breaking stones 
for its repair. 

That your Petitioners have seen the Report from the Select Com- 
mittee on the Employment of the Poor in Ireland, aud particularly 
page 182, where the Countess of Glengall declares, that '* the people 
** under the better sort of farmers are worse off than any of the slaves 
" in the West Indies ;** and your Petitioners, from their own experi- 
ence in the parish of Wily, are too well assured that this declaration 
may be perfectly correct and true. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, most earnestly entreat, that, before the 
charity of your Honourable House is entirely expended on negro 
slaves, you will think of doing justice to English labourers, and more 
especially to females : that you will appoint, without delay, a com- 
mission to visit Wily parish, to inquire into the actual condition of 
the labouring poor, now truly deplorable, s6 that facts may be better 
knowti, and effectual means contrived for relief and improvement. 
They also entreat that this Petition may be printed for more ready 
perusal by any committee, commission, or board appointed for the 
consideration of this subject. 

And they will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
and Forty Female Petitioners. 
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(A. 13,) 

To the Honourahk the Commons^ t^c, 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAT, 

With Farmers and Labourers of the Parish ^ Donhead St, 

Andrew, in the County of Wilts,* 

Humbly showeth. 

That seTien years ago, when poor rates were high, and the means of 
paying them greatly redoeed, it was proposed that an acre of land 
should *be given for cultivation, free of charge, to eadh man witii a 
family, who shoiifd agree thenceforth to reUuquish his ckims for re- 
lief from the parish of Dbnhead St. Andrew. 

That in this way eleven men were bargained with and a€Coma^ 
dated, all of Wbom have since maintained theiBselves ^and families, 
without farther aid from the parish ; and thus have the men tliett- 
selves been better satisOed than formerly, while the parish tes been 
greatly relieved from expense. 

That from the experience of all parties in this parish, as well far- 
mers as labourers, during six years' trial of f lie above practice, it is 
believed by yotir Petitioners that the fwor every where might be 
greatly benefited bv being accommodated With land for cultivation at 
spare hours ; and that even a single rood for a gar#en, were it adj<na- 
ing to the poor man's house, and held in perpetuity for fts fair vahM, 
would be every way beneficial. 

Your Petitioners having heard that a bill is to be laid before yoor 
Honourable House, for the better employment and mainteaance of 
the poor, have deemed it dntifol to state these facts ; aflid entreat 
that this petition may be printed for the more ready peruMd cf any 
committee, commission, or board, which toay be appoint^ %o «^si- 
der this subject. 

And they will ever pray. 

ROBERT OOURLAY, 
With twelve farmers and ten hibourbrs wiHi land. 

(A. 14.) 

To the Honourable the Commons, S^c, 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY,' 

With Farmers and Labourers of the Parish of Donhead St, 

Mary, in the County of Wilts.f 

Humbly showeth. 
That the inhabitants of this parish having witnessed for five years, 
the great benefits both to rich and poor, in the adjoining parish of 

• Presented by Sir John Astley, and ordered to be printed, March, 1824. 
f Presented by Sir John Astley, and ordered to bt printed, March, 1824. 
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Donhead St. Andrew, resulting from the practice of accommodttthig 
poor labourers nrltb a little land, for cultivation at spare hours^ it wns 
resolved to grant to each man in this parish, requiring it, aportion ^f 
land, not exceeding half an acre, upon condition of paying a fair rent 
for the same. 

That, accordingly, twenty men were thus accommodated ; "and Sffter 
more than a yearns experience, the plan has been found extremely t>e- 
neficial to all parties : so much so that your Petitioners are assured, 
that were even a rood of land allowed to every man adjoining his cot- 
tage in every parish, for its ftir value and in perpetuity, it would as- 
sist greatly, not only in adding to the comforts of the poor, but wouki 
tend tt> the reduction of parish rates. 

Tour Petitioners having heard that your Honourable Houae is 
about to discuss the subject of poor laws and poor relief, have deemed 
it their duty to state these facts : and to entreat that this petilbn may 
be printed for the more ready perusal of any committee, commissimi, 
or board, which may be appointed for the consideration of this 
subject. 

And they will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
With seven iarmers and eleven lalwurers with land. 

(A. 15.) 

7\) His Most Excellent Majesty Georae the Fimrih, Sovereign 
of the United Kingdom of Or eat Britain and Ireland, i^c, bfc. 

Edinhmrghy Mey Ist, 1824« 

SlltEy 

Twenty months have elapsed since a letter written by me, m LoQr 
don, was laid befofe your Majesty Ivere, «nd referred to the Colonial 
Depattment. May it please your Majesty : it is bnmbly conceii^ 
thraft this letter was not dnly cM9«#ered, -eir k would not have been 
referiied ; and l^ast of atl to the Golotiial I^arlment* It ippeaied to 
yonr royal heart, and pledged my hotoonr'as a Sootanan, wkile yo«r 
Majesty stood on Scottbh ground. During iliroe years i had jftali^ 
tioned Parliament and yonr Msgesty ki Council for «edrets/«f griar- 
ances without avail. I had nil along been willfng to s«btlan(iate 
claims to a hearing, with facts, and reasonings^ and witmssaes. I trou- 
bled your Majesty only after there seemed to be <no hope otherwise, 
and when the heart was watm. At tl»s moment, and in tbisnHiod, was 
it tfot crnel to be landed over to a department wiiinfa ^wotained, or 
'was Y;<A)nected with, tuy enemies ? For no ^mercenary or petty per- 
sonal consideration did 1 solicit leave to return to lH*f er CwMcm dipee 
Yrotti ai'rest ; but, for thetvoblest public objects, and for yotfu: Ms^asty's 
lionour as well as myown. Vnderthe aaspice8<cf Gaid, the king, 
ytmrlMier, liad succeeded -in war, and it hid b e oo me 4he -doty Zi 
every one to think how peace coold be pvoknged 4iBd improved. 
The greatest, the best, the most nrgent work of 'peace, wastheieibrni 
of English poor-laws, and generally to ameliorate the trondition of the 
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labouring classes throughout the United Kingdom. To this great 
work I had steadily looked for many years ; and going abroad to Ca- 
nada, the field of action was widened to view. On this field, to be 
less than enthusiastic, would have been less than duteous to the great 
cause of truth and civilization. Look, Sire, to the sketch of North 
America appended to this letter. Your father lost the best part of 
that fine country; but the largest part is still yours. Consider for 
what end the earth was created, and remember that we have been 
commanded to replenish and subdue it :^ consider that there is room 
for millions of British subjects, and hundreds of millions yet unboru: 
— consider that nothing more is required on. your Majesty's part, but 
good will and arrangement to originate a steady flow of emigration 
to British America, and rapidly to extend cultivation from the St. 
Lawrence to the Pole. — Look to the extreme point of America, and 
think how vain it is to seek a passage to the north-west, through 
the Frozen Sea, when the waters of the St. Lawrence invite to 
inland navigation^ and when the hand of man could easily complete 
the obvious and great design of nature ; when the redundant popu- 
lation of Britain and Ireland, starving at home for want of employ- 
ment, could profitably be carried abroad to open a watery way to the 
Pacific Ocean through the continent of America : — think how it 
would redound to the glory of your Majesty's reign, to forward a 
design so truly great, so sure of success, and so big with advan- 
tage. 

Sire ! look now to the other appended sketch.* It is that of a 
parish village in England ; and here your labour of love should com- 
mence ; — here you should take by the hmu) the dejected pauper, and 
lift him above oppression. Here he wants but a rood of land on 
which to acquire strength ; and thence he could transplant himself 
into your Majesty's foreign possessions, there to prosper and grow 
still more strong — there to carry with him. loyalty and patriotism. 
Sire ! look to the cottages on this sketch. These are such as your 

goorest industrious subjects should be. able to erect,^ and so it way 
e without encroaching on the rich. It is not from* oppression that 
wealth has its greatest increase, but from well stimulated industry; 
and a hope of possessing -such cottages would rightly stimulate.— 
Sire ! were labourers of England in possession of such cottages as 
these, how glorious would be England's King I 

Having waited twenty months without reply from the Colonial De- 
partment, may I now entreat that I may be confronted openly and 
fairly before Parliament, with the Secretaries of that Department, and 
also with Deputies now sent home from Upper Canada, in the face 
of whom I shall set forth the mismanagement of that province, and 
prove that it may be rendered profitable, instead of being, as hi- 
therto, wasteful to Britain. Sire ! you cannot long hold dominion 
over American provinces^ ruled as they have been ; while with libe- 



* These were two maps attached to this letter : one of North-east AroericSf (wliicli 
is here exhibited chief) v for alter reference,) and one of the village of Wilj, with thrte 
plans aud eleyations of cottages. 
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ral policy they may be retained for ever beneath the crown of Eng- 
land. 

Sire, I am willing to lay before the Home Department a plan for 
the ^extinction of-pauperism, in connexion with a grand system of emi*^ 
gration : but should do little honour to the King, were I to bow to 
his servants unassured of the royal regard and confidence, while by 
his servants I have been cruelly deprived of the dearest right of alle- 
giance. I am. Sire, the father of ^\e children, who, while I was 
beset in Canada by tyranny and intolerance, were driven from their 
borne by oppression the most ruthless. We have for six years beeil 
unhoused; but from the depth of adversity shall not truckle to 
power, or give the slightest countenance to its abuse. I honour you. 
Sire, as the King who can do no wrong ; I respect you as the head 
of the British empire ; and love you as the successor of Bruce, the 
champion of my country's freedom : but, for these very reasons, shall 
adhere more rigidly to principle, and above all to the principle of 
independence. If 1 am to receive your Majesty's favour, let me have 
it within the month this day begun^ for now it could be turned to the 
best account. If I am to receive favour, let me have the appended 
sketches returned with your Majesty's signature : <that of America 
permitting me to return to Upper Canada free from arrest ; that of 
the village of Wily, to be dedicated to your Majesty as protector 

OF THE POOR. 

Meanwhile, believe me, most faithfully, your Majesty's dutiful and 
loyal subject, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

REPLY. 

Sir, Whitehall, 2d Ju^e^, 1824. 

I am directed, by Mn Secretary Peel, to acquaint you, that your 
letter, which you forwarded to him on the 12th ultimo, addressed to 
the Kingi relative to poor-law reform and emigration, has been duly 
laid before His Majesty, and that His Majesty has not been pleased to 
signify any commands thereupon. , 

I remain. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Mr. Robert Gourlay, H. HOBHOUSE. 

13, Clifton Street, Finsbury. 

(A. 16.) 

To the Honourable the Commons, &c. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY,* 

Humbly showeth. 
That he has had many Petitions presented to your Honourable 
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* Presented by Sir John Astley, and ordered to be printed, Jane» 1834. 
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Hous^, regifding piiQr4aW reform : two oi wJiicli« more particularlj^ 
prayed for education to the poor. 

Your Petkioocr bas« for several years* been in the habit of visiting 
kiilitiitiom for edueatii^ the poor in London, and elsewhere, of aU 
^kk tio^a has claimed attention equal to infaat schools. These tm 
bciereoled and nwntaiDed at Utile expense : in their management m 
dispvUi can arise as> to religious principles ; and by meapa of tbon 
such excellent effe^cts are produced on the tempers, dispositions, and 
habits of children, that they require only to be viewed to be admired 
and couDteoaBoed. 

Your Petitioner has long thought and said, that with the mere pa^ 
tronage of govemmi^nt, an infant school could, by voluntarv subscrip" 
tioii* be established in every parish Uirougbout th« kingdom, in the 
course of twelve months ; and he is assured that such estabiisfameols 
would foim the best basis for a general and complete reform of the 
poor-law system. 

He, therefore, entreats that your Honourable House" will address 
His Miyesty to the effect, that such patronage may be obtained, and 
proclaimed under the royal signature. Also, that this petition may be 
psinled for perusal of any committee, conunission, or board, having 
far c««si<kr»tion the subject of poor-laws. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(A. 17.) 

To the Honourable the CommonSf iic, 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, 

And other Paruhion^rs of WUy, in Tfiltshire.* 

Humbly showeth. 
That a Petition was presented to your Honourable House the 
28lh day of February, 1817, signed by your Petitioners, and re- 
ceived. That the same, modified, was again presented and received 
by your Honourable House the 25th of June, 1822, from which the 
following are extracts : — 

Your Petitioners conceive that there exists no mystery as to the 
grand cause of the present distress. Excessive taxation, for a long 
period of years, has not only wasted the productions of industry, 
but the funding system has Jfegistered the price of these wasted 
productions as a debt to be discharged by industry ; while in- 
dustry, deprived of the excitements which extraordinary circum- 
stances afforded, has ceased to be able for such a discharge. 
Under ^hese changed circumstances, your Petitioners have marked, 
for the last three years, a fatal blindness to consequences, and 
^^ ha#e beheld, with sorrow, principles assumed and acted upoii with 

* PrsMnted bj UuQi^, June 10, tQ<M, m^ prd^ed to be prtoM. 
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a design to mmeihy iin|»eQdiQg enU, n<»t oaly of a narrow 91m1 
sel^sh character, but [palpably inadequate to the «nd in yi^w. 
Your Peiiliooers conceive that the first step which should have 
been taken, after peace deprived this country of its monopoly of 
trade» and the pecuiiaf inciteioent to Industry created by war and 

" extraordinary circumstances, was to have withdrawn those tuxes 
which most directly bear upon the necessaries and comforts of 
life^ and to ha^'e substituted, in theii' place, taxes on idle property 
and great incomes accruing from the same. Such measures woukl 
not only have been politic and just amcuig individuals, but their 
adoption. would have at once enabled 9ur industry to cope with 

*' that of otlier nations, and would have upheld that dne degree of 

" confidence in substantkil stock, which was clearly wanted to fflain*- 

" tain a balance against the dangerous influence of funded property, 

-' whose immediate security does not rest on the success. of trade 
and industry, bat in the powder of taxation, and whose, pressure 
increases as the strength to. bear it is diminished.' Your Peti- 
tioners hoped that time and approaching ruin would not only have 
.opened the eyes of all to the real situation of aflaits, but have 
made it the first duty of Ministers to have declared the truth ; and 
to have l|oieted the public mind by an assurance of instantly 
altering the scheme of taxation. With utmost dread, however, 

** have they now heard the royal speech proclaiming that the evils 
which assail the country spring from temporary causes, and from 
the transition from war to peace, Your Petitioners, being mostly 

" labourers and poor men, have comparatively little interest in the 
fate of property, but, as sincere friends to peace ijind good order, 

** they wish to see that which regulates all the commercial transac- 
tions of men, and which is necessary to give incitement to industry, 
kept in its proper place : they wish no longer to see res^l property 
swallowed up and endangei;ed by a bubble, whose increase^ under 

" existing circumstances, must rapidly tend to explosion, and whose 

explosion can leave, nothing behind but wretchedness and woe. 

,With a change in the scheme of taxation, your Petitioners have per- 

'* suaded themselves that certain proposals, if adopted, would co- 
operate immediately to revive the industry of the country, and, in 
a short time, do away all necessity for poor-laws and poor-rates. 
These proposals are — 

1st. That in every parish, not comprehended in nor containing 

** a town of niore than one thousand inhabitants. Government shall 
take possession of one hundred acres of land, being the. nearest 
clear land to the respective parish churches, and otherwise best 

" .suited tp the purposes in view. 

" 2d. That Government shall pay to the. owners of sqcb land, its 

" fair estimated value, raising one-half of the whole estimated means, 

" for this purpose, by a rate similar to a poor-rate, only that owners 
of property shall be assessed instead of tenants, these latter bdng 
obliged to pay legal interest to the former, during the currency <^ 
existing leases, upon the amount of assessments raised from their 

I 
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** respective liolditigs ; the other half of their Mrliole meam to be 
** obtained by loan, so calculated as to be liquidated by rents aod 
^* -purchase-money mentioned below. 

•* 3d. That each hundred acres shall be divided into equal parts, 
** as to extent, and In such manner as shall best suit purposes iu 
'* • view. 

" 4th. That one of these parts, in each parish, shall be enclosed, 
'* -and otherwise in the best manner improved for the purpose of a 
''common pasture, to remain so for ever. 

" &th. That the other half shall be divided into half-acse allol- 
'* ments ; making one hundred allotments in each parish. 

" 6th. That the present inhabitants, male parishioners of such 
** perishes, shall be allowed immediately to occupy the allotmenti, 
'* one each : the choice of allotments to^proceed by seniority. 

"7th. That,, where the present inhabitants of parishes are not 
^* sufficiently numerous to oecupy all the allotments of their re> 
" spective parishes, ^ther persons shall have a choice, seniority 
-** and proximity giving a preference while any allotment reuiaius 
** unoccupied. 

" «th. That each person, when he takes possession of au allotnieul 
'* shall thereby bind himself to pay 40«. a year rent fftr the same, 
** and at all times to keep it iu good garden cultiire. A |)ersou thus 
** paying rent shall be styled a parish-holder. 

** 9tfa. That, as long as these conditions are fulfilled, no parisli- 
^* holder shall be disturbed in nor turned out of 'his allotment; an(l» 
** at his death, his son may occupy in his stead, if twenty-one years 
*^ of age : an elder son having priority of choice to a younger son ; 
^* and, failing sons, the choice of occupancy shall proce^ to the 
^* nearest male relation before it falls to tlie public. 

^^ 10th. That, as soon as any parish-holder shall have paid into li 
^* savings' bank, to be for that purpose estat>lished by Government, 
** the sum of £100, he shall have a cottage built on iiis allotment to 
** that value, he having the choice of a variety of plans for the 
construction of the said cottuge. 

*' 11th. That neither the money deposited in the bank for the 
a4>ove purpose, nor the property of the cottage, when built, shall 
be attachable for ^elit, nor shall they affect any claim for paro- 
chial relief due by existing laws. A person, when possessed of a 
** coUage, in this manner, sfiall be styled a cottage-holder; and, at 
** Itis^eath^ 4iis cottage-hold shall go to the nearest heir male, as iu 
** the case a4 ihe parish-ltokl, with this difference, ^wrt tbe heir 
'^ who takes [lossession sliM pay to the relatbns equally near of kts 
** with iiimself to the deceased, male and female, or to the nearest 
** of kin, female relation or relations, if such there be nearer tbau 
himself, to the exclusion of others^ a certain value for the cottage; 
and, iu c^se no heir takes possession to fulfil these terms, tfaeu 
they may be fuliilied by other persons who may desire posseasioo» 
and whose claim to possess ^hail be regulated by proximity 
«^ and seniority ^ but, if neiilier relations iior others shall claiai pos- 
^ session^ then the cottage-hoUl sliall revert to Government, frooi 
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''whom heirs shall receive the Talue of the cottage/ and the cottage-* . 
" hold shall be open to public purchase or exchange. 

*' 12th. That, as soon as a cottage-holder shall have bad no relief. 
" from the parish for the space of two years, he shall be entitled to 
vote In the parish, and have a right to pasture a cow on the 
" common. He shall be styled a freeman. 

13th. That, if a freeman shall throw himself for relief on the 
parish, he shall lose that designation, his right to vote, and 
pasture; nor shall he recover .these till he has lived five years, 
without parochial aid. 

14!h. That, as soon as a freeman has paid into the bank the , 
sum of £60, the same shall be received by (ifovernment as pur- 
chase-money for his allotment; bhall free him from the yearly 
payment of rent, and make him eligible to parish-offices. He 
shall be styled, a parish-freeholder: succession to be regulated a», 
" above. 
*' 15th. That all sales and exchanges shall be made through, 
public medium ; and, at once to facilitate and regulate these, 
** there shall be corresponding registries, — parochial, district, county, 
" and national. 

16th. That no person whatever shall possess, either in one or 
more parishes, more than one holding; and no person shall have 
a choice, nor be allowed to purchase, under twenty-one years of age ; 
but a heir male shall be allowed, while a minor, to hold possession, 
** although he shall have no vote nor be eligible to offices till he 
come of age; provided always that none of the relations, entitled^ 
" as above, to a share of the valued property, become chargeable to 
•* the parish while their share is unpaid, nor the heir himself, for, in 
such cases, the holding shall revert to public possession, and the 
residue only, if any, of the value of the cottage and freehold be 
paid to the heir or heirs, after the parish charges for maintenance 
*• have been deducted. 

" Although your J'etitioners frankly submit these proposals to 
*' the consideration of your Honourable House, they do not press 
** their adoption in the letter. Your Honourable House may see fit 
** to modify the scheme : the common pasture may be dispensed 
with, and the number of allotments may be increased, diminished^ 
or regulated, as circumstances may require. Your Petitioners 
chiefly insist that it is essential to the abolition of pauperism in 
England, that an opportunity may be afforded for the lal>ouring 
people to acquire property and personal freedom, both which they 
have lost through the operation of the poor laws, and which they 
can never regain, under existing circumstances. To afford half 
an acre of land to all who require it would not require an hnn- 
dredth part of the national territory, and when it is considered 
that the poor once possessed many hoiises and gardens in every 
'* parish, and enjoyed all over England extensive common-rights, 
** of which, in many cases, they have been unjustly deprived, audi 
" restitution must seem far from extravagant or unreasonable. Your 
** Petitioners, though^they most earnestly wish to see a wise reform 
'' of Parliament, do not wish the parish vote to qualify directly for 
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" parliamentary election, and they positively disclaim and renounce, 
what is . commonly understood by nniversal suffrage. . Tliey feiel 
that the mass of the people never could be competent sufficiently 
to estimate the comparative merits of persons aspiring to a seat in 
Parliament, although they could well judge which of their fellow- 
*' parishioners were most worthy of offices and trust, within their 
repective parishes, and which of them might be best qualified to 
act as parish deputies, at district or county meetings, whether as- 
sembled for parliamentary election or other business. 
*' Your Petitioners, tlierefore, most earnestly entreat, that yopr 
*' Honourable House will immediately withdraw all taxes on malt, 
** salt, soap, candles, leather, bricks, and tiles ; contract no more 
^' debts, pay all national charges, unprovided for by an assessment 
" on rents and interest of money increasing the ratio of assessment 
*' upon great incomes derived from the same. That, having don^ 
" this, your Honourable House will take into most serious considte- 
" ration the above proposals, and particularly that you will so enact* 
*' that every British subject, grown to man's estate, shall have an op- 
*' portunity of occupying half an acre af land for its value, whereon 
" he may establish his freehold." 

Your Petitioners, having reconsidered the above extracts, would 
again desire it to be understood, that they do not wish to press the 
adoption of their proposal in the letter : — that they wish not to dictate, 
but to originate inquiry ; and they are now more earnest, seeing that 
attempts have been made in this and the two former sessions of Par- 
liament, to reform the system of the poor-laws without success. 
Your Petitioners are now convinced that a rood of land, Scotch mea- 
sure, would be sufficient for each man to possess, instead of the half 
acre above mentioned, and for which he could afford to pay twenty- 
five shillings. They are now convinced that the hundredth part of 
the land of every country parish would be sufficient and proper, 
for government to purchase up, and appropriate to this purpose. 

They now, therefore, entreat that the whole of these premises may 
be taken into the serious consideration of your Honourable House, 
and that this petition may be printed, for the perusal of any commit- 
tee, commission, or board, which may be appointed to investigate the 
subject of the poor-laws. 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
And others. 

(A. 18.) 

To the Honourable the Commons, i^. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, 
And Parishioners of Wify, in Wiltshire,* 

Humbly showeth. 
That your Petitioners have looked upon the following words, as. 



♦ Presented by Mr. Scarlett, and ordered to be printed, June, 1824. 
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part of a speech, ptirportbg te be the King's 0pef cb, r«ad by eom^ 
mission to Parliament, at the commencemetit of the present session $ 
y'n. ** — the growth of the revenue is such, as not enly to sustain 
** public credit, and to prove the unimpaired productiveness of our 
" resoorces, but (what is yet more gratifying to His Majesty's foe** 
'* ings) to evince a diffusion of comfort Bmoog the great body of the 
** people." Your Petitioners, considering the august quarter from 
whence these words have eaianated, and highly respecting llie same, 
do, nevertheless, think it their duty still more to respect and^ 
maintain truth. It may be true that public credit is sustained 
by the growth of the revenue ; it may be true, that the ptt>duc- 
tiveness of resources is unimpaired ; but your Petitioners suspect 
that this state of things may exist, while comfort is not difitised 
among the gjreat body of the people ; and they do )>ositivety assert, 
that comfort is not diffused among the great body of the people 
of Wily parish. This pari&li contains ft>ur hundred and ftfty pe^ 
pie. Of these there are a curate and eight other persons living 
on tithes, rents, and interest of money, who, with their families^ 
amount in number to thirty-four ; and, who, undoubtedly find time^ 
better now than formerly ; their incomes being undiminished, while 
necessaries of life are cheaper. There are seven farmers, who, with 
their femilies, amount in numlier to forty-one : they notoriously hftve 
been losers for many years, and still struggle with difficulties. There 
are three innkeepers, oae miller, one butcher, one baker, two sliop^ 
keepers, two carriers, a schoolmaster and schoolmistress, who, with 
their families, amount in number to fifty-two; and who, upon tite 
^whole, have experienced no increase of comfort : dull trade and bad 
payments balancing the advantage of cheaper necessaries. There 
are tliree carpenters, three blacksmiths, one mason, four shoemakers, 
and one tailor, who, with their families, amount in number to thirty^ 
nine, and whose circumstances have remained nearly stationary, in 
like manner as those last mentioned. But the chief end of this peti^ 
tion« is to set forth the condition of the labouring poor, of whom 
there are sixty-one families, and two hundred and eighty-four tndivi« 
duals : of these, three-fourths are noW reduced to the lowest stage 
of poverty, last year having been the most severe ever experienced 
by them ; and last half-year more severe than that which preceded 
it. Yoar Hononrable House has, of late, been supplicated from ail 
quarters in belialf of negro slaves ; but your Petitioners are well assured 
that negro slaves are much better provided for than Ei^lish labour* 
€p* Your Honourable House. has, of late, been moved to compas- 
sionate and protect from cruelty the brute creation ; but your Peti- 
tioners are assured that few indeed of the brutes are s^ stinted of 
food as are many of yojur Petitioners, or so cruelly treated. £vcn 
^ild animals can bring up their young unassisted, whieh the labouring 
poor of Wily are now unable to do. Through the influence of the 
poor-law systeiD, the wages of common labourers are now subjected 
to rules, over wbicbthey have no control ; and undcf which no exer- 
tion of theirs can improve their condition. Under this system, uiar- 
ried laboufcrs can no longer move from place to place in qu«s4 of 



(52 

employment ; and it is impossible for the stoutest and liest behaved 
to bring up a family of more than two children, without pari»li assist-. 
ance. Under this'systemy those who apply to the parish for relief, 
are here allowed as follows : — a man, the price of a gallon loaf, and 
sixpence per week ; a woman> or child of above twelve years of age, 
the price of a gallon loaf and fourpence ; children, from eight to 
twelve years, the gallon loaf and two|[>enGe ; and children under eight 
years of age, the ,gallon loaf: allowances wholly inadequate to sus- 
tain health and vigour, unless when the price of bread is above an 
average rate ; when the loaf was three shillings, a man with a wife 
and four children, had nineteen shillings and sixpence per week ; but 
of late, it has been as low as one shilling, and then the same family 
bad but seven shillings and sixpence per week. During last winter, 
when the gallon loaf was one shilling and fivepence, and eighteen-; 
pence, a common labourer had but six shillings a week : and some 
had to maintain out of this, a wife and two children ; while they, 
paid forty shillings for house-rent, and as much for fuel. 

Your Honourable House must be sensible, from consideralimi of 
these facts, that the condition of the labouring poor in this parish 
is truly deplorable, and calls loudly for improvement. Your Peti- 
tioners have heard that a committee is about to be'appointed, par- 
tially to inquire into the condition of labourers ; "but they have no 
hope from partial measures. They are assured that the system of 
the |>oor-laws is fundamentally vicious, and requires to be wholly 
changed. Tliey believe that the first step slioiild be to inquire 
minutely into facts and circumstances— to examine, not only the 
payers of rates, but the poor themselves— to visit them in their col- 
lages ; there to hear their complaints, and see their condition. 

They now, therefore, most earnestly entreat, as they have before 
entreated, that your Honourable House will, without delay, appoint 
a commission to visit Wily parish for this purpose. Also, that this 
petition may be printed, for the more ready perusal of any committee, 
commission, or board, which may have for consideration tlie snbiect; 
of poor-laws. 

And they will ever prav, 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
And fifty-eight other subscribers. 

(A. 19.) 
IN CHANCERY. 

Between Robert Gourlay, Plaintiff. 

The Most Noble Edward Adolphus Dcke of? ^ ^ , 
Somerset, \J^y^dant., 

To the Bight Honourable the Lord High Chancellor of Great 

Britain, 
The humble Petition of the Plaintiff, 
Showeth, 
.Thatyour Lordship delivered judgement in this cause, the twenty- 
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eiglifli dny of Jannary, 1B24 ; and, od the same day, tlie PlaintifF 
received a letter from the Solicitors of the Defendaot, of nvhich 
the following is a copy : — 

** lAncoMt Inn, January 28, 1624. 
•« 5ir, 
^ We are desired by the Duke of Somerset to inform you, that it 
'* is his intention to lodge an appeal to the House of Lords, iniiiie- 
** diately^ from the decision given by the Chancellor, this morning, 
'* in the cause between you and his Grace. 

*' Your obedient Servants,^ 
« Mr. Robert Gimrlayr ** MOORE and LAKE. 

That the PiaintiflT had reason to expect advantages would result 
to him from the appeal to the House of Lords ; and did not, in coo- 
sequence of the above letter, proceed further in the lower oourt^ 
eitlier fbrti re-jiearing or otherwise. 

That the PlahitifT, believing an appeal was actually lodged in the 
House of Lords, did, towards the end of last session of Parliament, 
put into the Irands of tfte Earl of Eldon (your Lordship) a Petition, 
to t>e presented to the Lords j praying that the question niigtit be 
advanced ; but received back the same from Mr. Pensam, your 
Lordslnp's secretary, wiHi an intimation that no appeal had t>eea 
lodged. 

That the PiamtiiF is, in consequence of delay and uncertainty, 
kept ill a state of ruinous suspettse, beiiig, thereby, wholly unable to 
form ^iiy plan, or set about any pursuit, for a liveliliood ; nor could 
lie, but for the security, quiet, and retirement of a prison, iu which 
he is now lodge<l, be able to manage his affairs in any way. ' 
• That the Plaiiitiif, thus situated, conceives that your Lordship 
may condescend to re-view and re-consider the whole cause, its rise, 
progress, and object ; and, to this end, i»e now begs leave to 
submit the foMowiug facts, extracted from the Petition which was 
drawn ,u]) for presentation to the House of Lords, viz,: — 

Tliat, in the year 1802, the Duke of Somerset did, by personal 
corres|)ondence, invite farmers, from Scotland, to occupy his estates 
in England, for the declared purpose of introducing thereon improved 
husbandry. 

Timt, in the year 1803, the said Duke, having received assurance 
that yonr Petitioner was Irighly qualitied as an agriculturist, did 
express a desire to have hhn as a tenant ; and, iu 1804, offered him 
ji farm in WiKshire. 

That it was not convenient for your Petitioner to take this farm ; 
but, in 1809, being tid vised to move into England, because of his 
health, and having other objects in view, he acquainted the Duke of 
Someri>et that he would then take a farm, and being offered a lease of 
Deptford Farm, belonging to his Grace, agreed for the same ; the 
rent being fixed by the Duke's surveyor, and the agreement written 
by the Duke's solicitor, which was mutually subscribed by his Grace 
and your Petitioner. 

That your Petitioder, putting faitli not only in the written agree- 
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«e&t but other declaj-aiions of tli« DiAt of SanLerset, broii^lit tp 
Pei^tford Farm, horn Scotland, servaote, borses, md ioiplemeuU, all 
of a superior kind : that be improved the farm to such a degree, tbat 
jud|B|ea, appointed by the Wih$bire Agricultural Society, gave Iheir 
written testioiony that not one in ten thousand had done so much : 
thai he gained in-emiuias from the Bath as well as from the Wtttsbire 
Agricultural Society for the best ploughing wxd the l>e&t crop; and, 
in shorty performed^ in every way aod in the be&t manner, not only 
the stipulations of the written agreement, but those that were other- 
wise clearly understood. 

Tint, nevertheWss, tlie Duke of Somerset dispelled the validity of 
the agreement ; quarrelled with your Petitioner on its terms ; and, 
while be did not perform his duty to your Petitioner, seized and sold 
his stock for rent, which eould not be paid from the farm-produce^ 
because of the non-fulfillment of the agreement on the Duke's part ; 
and which your Petitioner, being distant from friends, could no^ 
olfaerwise safely and conveniently pay. 

That tl>e Duke of Sonierset, after doing this, gave your Petitioner 
notice to quit tbe farm; and left higd no other shift but to file a bill 
in chancery for specific performance of the agreement ; which he did 
in 1812. 

That your Petitioner obtained an order in Chancery for a lease; 
gained from the Duke of Somerset, in one issue-trial, one hundred 
pounds for non-perforaiance of agreement ; and, on another issue- 
trial, thirteen hundred and twenty-five |)oi!nds for buildings erected 
in terms of the agreement ; besides three hundred and eighty-five 
pounds of costs and interest, 

Tbat, in 1815, your Petitioner's father having failed, and all his 
prospects in life being thus changed, he resolved to go out to Canada, 
where he had landed -property and friends, in order to see whether 
he might not remove his family thither, after sub-letting Deptford 
Farm, which he had a right to do, or agreeing to give up his lease to 
the Duke of Somerset. 

That your Petitioner sailed from Liverpool in April, 1817, intend- 
ing to be again in England in six months : that he left not a single 
penny due to any person in Wiltshire : that he left all his affairs in 
the very best order, under the management of the best and most 
iaiihful servants : that he leA, in the bands of his solicitor, rent to 
be paid when demanded by the Duke of Somerset (which was de- 
manded and paid) : that he placed, with a friend, five hundred and 
forty pounds to be divided among creditors ; and, as his last piece 
of business, made offer to tl^ Duke of Somerset to give up his lease 
of Deptford Farm, upon submission of terms to gentlemen mutually 
ebosen. 

That your Petitioner, on getting to Upper Canada, was seised with 
an ailment which confined him to the house nearly two months, and 
prevented his getting home at the appointed jtime. 

That the Duke of Somerset, having first refused the offer of your 
Petitioner to give up the farm, did, at Michaelmas, 18 J 7, while no 
rent was due by the custom of the country, and while he was in- 



6S 

<del>t«d to your PetitioKer aboot ^ne luiBdred ponnis mor^ Unn tlie 
aniDunl of any rent wbieb conid, &y the strictest interpretalion of 
agreement^ be claimed, deaiatid rent irom the wife of your Petittoher^ 
>and beset Deptford fann-house witb bailiffs for upwards of a week. 

That, though the wife of your Petitioner did, by borrowing Bioney, 
pay the Duk^ of Somerset's demand, with expenses of dUtraini 
cj^arged in addition, she was, by this most cruel and aonecessary 
conduct of the Duke of Somerset, paotc<»tr4ick, and in panic abas* 
Honed tbe farm, contrary to the instructions and wishes of your 
Petitioner* and while 4t was impossible for him to get luome in time 
to stay proceedings. 

TJiat your Petitioner's wi/e, tlioogh one of the best tmd most 
aocompU^bed of women, did, under the continued inAuenee of panic 
and droad, trust tbe settlement of his affiurs to peo{)k* who bad no 
iuierest whatever in his welfare, and wrojle letters to Canada, giving 
assurance that;lll was managed lor tbe best:— that your Petitioner^ 
/being unavoidaUy detained in Canada six monlhs after bis stock and 
farm liad htea iu tlie possession of bis successor, and after this 
person bad commenced the operat ions of a second year, beiag de- 
Juded with reports sent from home^ Jipd stiU more with an assignmeBt 
subscribed by his solicitor, did, without suspicion or due .considera^ 
4ioii, put his name to tbe same, by which his lease was conditionally 
•made over to the person tn possession of tiie farm : — thai, after this, 
he was forcibly detained abrcMul, and did not ^et borne till December, 
3819, when be discovered, for the first time, thai his lease, which he 
^iid valued at three thonsaud pouuds, liad been given away for 
nothing ; that his stock had been valued at half its worth, and that 
half put into bond for the security of his successor in the farm : — that 
Jiis lease bad been assigned away while it was not yet settled by the 
Master in Chancery : — that the Duke of Somerset had objected to 
the assignment, and had further resumed the suit in Chaucery by an 
appeal from the judgement of tbe Master of tbe Rolls to Uie Chan- 
ceiJor, — in short, that his affairs were not only in the nwost 4readfnl 
state of coixfusion, but that he had not a penny left in tbe world at 
his disposaU-r-That, in this sfituation-, your Petitioner sutSsred hJs 
housetiold-furniture to be sold to pay law-expenses in meeting the 
X>uke of Somerset's appeal: — that, the cause coming on for a lieariog 
in 1821, fees for pleading were paid out of this fund, hut without 
^avaii, tbe Duke 434 SoVnerset futhng to a))pear in ecnirt, and after- 
wards, fimling excuse for not appearing, got liberty to go on with the 
iuil for a niere deposit of ten poands, and wlneu your Pdiiioner's 
uionied oieans of opposing him were exhausted. 

That, in 1,823^ tbe cause came on for a hearing, wh^n the Duke's 
Counsel declared to the Lord Chancellor, that " it was not a questiim 
^ re-p^^yment, but whether his noble client should sit dmms umder 
Use oiioftty cf hwring opffre9i^ €nd jursecmted s private iftA'vt- 
duaL** That your Petitioner then pied his own cause^ and, in 
January, 1824, obtained a judgement in his favour. 

With the above fsM:ts S4ibi»(aaiiatwd, it is conceived that no doiihit 
can he oiitertaioed Imt tiliat the condvct of the D«femlafit ha» been, 
thronghouty malicioas, and iuteiKled only to rniu tbe Phuntiff :— that 
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the appeal fromihe judgcmeiil of the Masicr of llie Rolls wa'*, uuder 
ail circumstances, a most glaring proof of tliis, and, still more so, 
t,he threatened appeal to the House of Lords. Seeing that the lease 
is not yet obtained, which was the main object of the suit, — seeing 
that the Plaintiff was abroad, and unavoidably detained there when 
the Master's report was made, — seeing that, by being abroad, the 
Plaintiff lost opportunity to enter an appeal, on his part, from the 
judgement of the Master of the Rolls, which might have gained htm 
re-payment of a large sum of money expended on the buildings of 
Deptford-farm, — seeing that his whole property is out of his hands, 
and that they who hold it are unwilling to render up the same, — 
seeing that the Pfaintiff was bred to farming, and has no other way 
of providing for himself and family, — seeing that he and his friends 
have expended not less than ten thousand pounds from being con- 
nected with Dept ford-farm, — and, lastly, seeing that, by extraordi- 
nary distress, he has, in various ways, been unable to maintain his 
plea regularly and with full effect ; — seeing all this, and considering 
the above facts and circumstances, it is now hoped that your 
Lordship will devise means by which the ends of justice and equity 
may yet be reached, — by which the Defendant may be made to answer 
for his malicious conduct, — by which the Plaintiff may recover pos- 
session of his farm, only conditionally let, — by which his bonded 
property may.be restored, — by which he may be rescued from the 
gripe of oppression, and be able to rejoin his family, from whom he 
has been separated upwards of seven years, owing to this cause. 

He, therefore, entreats that your Lordship will direct that be, 
the Plaintiff, be visited, examined, and assisted. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY.* 



* The aloTe Petition was included in one presented to the House of Commons, by 
Mr. Bennetr, March 23, 18!?5 ; and to the Houae of Lords, by the Earl of Eldon, Uie 
24lh of the same month, thus : — 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Temporal and Spiritual of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament 
assembled, 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY 

Humbly showeth, 
. That your Petitioner delivered to the Lord Chancellor a Petition, of which the 
following is a copy : — 

C27i€ above taken in). 

That, in answer to the above, a note was received on the I5ih of December, 1824, 
acquainting your Petitioner that the Lord Chancellor could *' direct no Judicial pro- 
ceeding upon U" 

That your Petitioner having been advised by the Lord Chancellor's Secretary to 
consult counsel as to his conduct in this business, applied to two eminent barristers, 
but could, without payment, obtain no advice from them. That he has since gone 
before visiting-magistrates, in the House of Correction, Cold-bath- fields, where he is 
now confined, expresnng a desire to take the oath of poverty, by which he might be 
enabled to proceed in fonnd pauperis; but was informed that they could not administer 
the oath ; and that it would cost thirty shillings to prucure a writ of habeas corpus, to 
make affidavit elsewhere, a sum which, without borrowing, he cannot command. 
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Copy of a Lelter to the Lord Chancellor, with Papers com- 
mitted to his Lordship's care in August^ 1823. * 

House of Correction, Cold-hath fields, 
September 6th, 1824. 

My Lord, 

tt was not my intention to trouble you further, but 
Mr. Pensam called -upon me here, last Thursday, holding in his hand 
my letter to your Lordship, of 29th ultimo, to say, that your Lord- 
ship had no recollection of my letter of August 9tb, 1823; nor of 
the papers which accompanied it. He also said, that they were not 
in his possession. 

In consequence of this> I have hereunto annexed copies of the 
letter and papers, together wflh a second letter to the King, laid 
before His Majesty last May. Should your Lordship think fit to 
lay the whole before the King, for actual perusal, I shall be happy 
lo enter into explanations of the vast scheme of connecting poor-law 
reform with emigration, which has engaged my thoughts for seven 
years, and which no other person seems to have contemplated, 
though of the utmost consequence to national welfare. After the 
American war, Mr. Oswald, a London merchant, \vas entrusted with 
settling the boundaries between the United States, and Canada, He 
gave away territory equal in extent to the then settled part of the 
United States, which might have been retained ; and afterwards shed 
tears for his error. Present ministers have agreed to sell to a com- 
pany the government reserves of Canada and half the church lands, 
without consulting l-^arliament, or duly considering the good which 
blight accrue to England, from judicious management and due 
preparation. If you think these hints of no value, and my papers 
unworthy of being laid before the King, I shall be glad to have this 

- That the farm in qaestion was surveyed in the montti of January last^ by two ex«. 
perienced agricuJtnrists, who have made oath, that the remaining six years of the 
lease b worth twelve hundred pounds. 

That your Petitioner is willing either to receive this sum in compensation for the remain- 
ing term, or to re-enter the farm; but has no means of bringing the occupier to a settle- 
ment of any kind ; nor even to make him account for rents payable, which he has 
lately refusied to do, while the . Duke of Somerset is still more unreasonable and 
iiDwiiling to accommodate. 

That, even although your Petitioner could command money for defraying law charges, 
or be admitted to plead informd pauperis, such has been his experience of Chancery 
practice;, that, without reform in that court, he can have little hope of benefit, even 
though he ultimately succeeds at all points, as he has hitherto done. 

That thirteen mouths ago, he prepared a petition to the House of Commons, with' 
ft view to the reform of Chancery practice ; but seeing that a commission was soon after 
appointed to inquire into the same^ his petition was nut presented. 

That his present object is to show how very cruelly he is situated, and how urgent 
is his case, so that your Lordships* House may stimulaCe the energies of the Chancery 
commission, and hasten its report on the subject of delays in that court, so notorious 
and so fatal to justice and equity. 

He, therefore, entreats that the whole of these premises may be seriously considered 
by your Lordships' House. 

And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray, 

# ROBERT GO(JRLAY« 



With Ihe annexatioai. wrilten on the twenty-fti& followlog p»ges, 
i«liiroeii !• me in Ibe course «( ten days. 1 tkiok t^ whole of 8«eJl 
coosequexce, that E shall faibscribe this before wilnessea^ a&d am 

Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Witness to tlie ingamg t q. . Wm. J. Hnmphrev. 
hereof, J^»gn«a» Thos. Carlos. 

7> th4 Right Honoardbte the hori Chancellor, 
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13, Clifton-etreet, F^nshury^ 
9tA August, 1823. 
My Lord, 

I am waiting here with great anxiety for tlie heafiii«» of 
ny cause against the Dakeof Somerset. Last Saturday, 3'oa said you 
woold name a day for it, aiid a clerk of tlie court, to whom i gare 
my address, promised to inform me of this ; but it is now the evening 
of another Saturday, and I am without intelligence. I am quite 
ready to proceed with my replies to the Duke's counsel, and sfmlt 
nppear io court on Monday, hoping that yon may name Tuesday for 
the heariiig. I have become apprehensive, from the week's defaj, 
especially as yott close your sittings by the 16th iost., thsrt you may 
be labouring under mtstake regarding my wishes in this business. I 
lieard very little of the observations wliich you delivered after I had 
read in court ray preparatory papers ; but from the newspa|)er reports 
1 iearrn, that you said my papers might have been read to any other 
person in the kingdom with eqnal propriety, as to your Lord strip ! 
iJ^, that your Lordship advised parties to come Io a settlement of 
(disputes by arbkratton, and that Mr. Hart replied, he could not 
submal t])e quesHon beA>re the court. Let it, then, be uuderstood 
clearly from me, thtat I did not, and do not, wish to submit the par- 
liettkHr qu e stion now before the court to arb il r at to w t i wish that 
to be decided by yoiir Lordship, and as speedily as possible. The 
cibjecl I ha<l in view, by reading Ike papers above^nkcnliofied, ism 
to show, that beyond that question there was a vsrst compiitatioM in 
n^y affdlrs which could only be settled by arbitration, and such 
arUiir^tiou I eutreaied your Lordsbi]p to rccuoimend for the benefit 
#f my €f«^ditors« I said» that, after the qneslioo befoire the cowrl 
was decided, 1 should be happy to leave all the rest Io be settled by 
the Duke of Somerset and my creditors, for a mere discharge from 
all parii^s. 1 said« that I would go conteuted wiihoot a iacthiag to 
myself, and should value the determtoation of llie particular queaAion 
beibjre Ihc court only as it wonkl 4to me gpod In point of chtiraeter, 
which was important, as nothing else but good character could enable 
me again to rise iu ili». world, and provide for my children. 

Beyond this^ ib^ise was another and a distinct oliyeet whicb I bad 
in view by reading my papers ia open court to vonr Lordship : and 
looking to this, uo other man in the kingdoni can assist me but yuor- 
Belt — A world of calamity has growu up to me out of crueC mid 
unnecessary, and illegal treatment wbiclk 1 experienced in Upper 
Cajiad^ In the. last, and three preceding,- Parliameutt 1 petitioned 
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the Hmise of €om«iof«s, mth a Ihype of oblaiiitng fn^iiiry Inflo nqr 
cleplMQ^le ene, Imf wkhaol avail ; and, at Hnt, Mr. Home riiftmei 
to fmaeat m petitioa for me, «s liopelesv. I am tiot w^mg to gt4« 
up hope, for I feel my happiness in life at stale. The petickm 
wbieh I did not get preseoted, prayed for an address to the erowai 
IB my favour. That petition accompanies this letter, together witli 
M letter to the Attomey^GeAeral, which I read in court to your Loi^ 
afatp. This letter and petition, witli my letter to yoor Lordship of 
Msrcli last, give at onee a sad pictare of my raivfortones, and teM 
the wkole story of them. Should your Lordship decide in my favoof, 
against the Diike of Semerset, lam sure yon will then be sensible of 
.the hcHrrible vexation to which I liav« been exposed, not only in 
losing Deptford-farm and my stock upon it, but in being harassed 
iwr six yeavs with sfnnecessary litigation, la that case, may I ask tf 
your Lordship, who have at all times access to the King, will lay 
.before him^ iW Mtuai penual, the petition and two letters aborv^- 
i •meatiooed ? I cannot l^elieve it possible, that if His Majesty really 
knew my ease, that be woiyld refuse an order for inquiry into it, by 
which 1 might have redress for the injury I have sustained from the 
cruel treatment in Canada, and which has beea the cause of all my 
inisfortunca. 

Afker reading thi^ letter, I wish you not to give another thooght 
to the subject, till alter you have decided on the question belbre the 
court. I wisiy yon not even- to read the papers accompanying thia 
till after that decision ; but 1 wish ywt to understand, thai if the 
decision is favoarable to me, I shall then take the lil>erty of agaia 
addressing your Lordship with regard to them, and the object I bavie 
ia view* 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
With high respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Ta iki L&rd C&aneeiior. 



PKiVATB* Btrwiek'/amtf near Hindon, WilU, 

i^h March, 1823. 
My Lord, 

I am a man ^ acquainted with grief,** and thirt griff 
btts been aggravated' not a Utile by your Lordship, and the eouft over 
which you preside. 

In the year IdOd; invited by the Dske of Somerset, I caflse Co 
Engbrnd, and bargained with him ior a lease of Deptford-farm, ia 
the parish of Wily. Aa agreemeHt was drawn out, by the Duke^s 
solicitor in Londo^, for a lease. This solicitor assured me, that he 
^ottld see me tbrough any court in England with Uiat agreement; 
and 1 set my name to it^ below that of the Duke of Somerset. Afler 
f had laid out opon the farm several thousand pounds, His Grace 
gave me notice to quit ; and I, consulting connsel, was advised- to 
file a bill to Chancery for specific performance ; for I was now t<^d 
that by a process' hi that court only, would the agreement avail; 
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ivbich was far different from the tinpression made lipoti my raiiid ^y 
the assurance of the lake's soUcitor. 1 carried .m^^.pokit, and had 
an order from \Ue Mas|er of the Rolls for a lease. I. had more : . I 
had an: order for two issue trials, to recover money due to ra^ by the 
Duke of Somerset. I gained both ; and the money, to the amount 
of about £1400, besides costs and interest^ was paid to me. . My 
father, on whom I was dependant, baving> in the mean time, failed^ 
1 went to America, to provide an asylum for my family, in the event 
of being forced out of Deptford-farm, for want of stock. .While I 
was in America, my wife's brother interfered with my business ; and 
not only without my leave, but in the face of good arrangements to 
the contrary, and while 1 had rational hope, of retaining my farm, 
prevailed with my wife to abandon the farm, and deliver it, with my 
&tock, over to another farmer. An assignment of the lease was then 
sent over to me for my signature, subscribed by my attorney, and to 
this I put my name. Immediately, after this was returned to England^ 
1 was detained in America by shameful arrests and imprisonments, so 
tha.t I did not get home till twelve months afier I had despatched the 
bond of assignment. On getting to England, I. found, to my great 
aiirprise and sorrow,, that my attorney had led me to make away- my 
lease by assignment, before my dispute with the Duke of Somerset 
was closed; and while the lease was yet unsigned by His Grace. I 
found that it had been made over to my successor, without a farthing 
of remuneration to me, though I had valued it^ even under.the Duke 
of Somerset as a landlord, at £39000. I founds too, that my stock 
had been given away for half its worth : and, worse than all, .that 
the sum at which if was valued (about £1,500) had been put iu 
bond, to secure to my successor the possession of the farm^ while 
the Duke of Somerset had appealed to your Lordship from the 
judgement of the Master of the Rolls. Finding myself not only 
ruined, but chained down to the most cruel responsibility, I endea- 
voured to get my creditors to unburdien me, and to settle with the 
Duke of Somerset. I could not prevail with all, but I got part of 
them to agree to an attempt. They employed one of themselves, 
who was an attorney, iu Edinburgh, and he corresponded with an 
-attorney in London. I, myself, l)eing in London, was apprized that 
the cause in court — the Duke's appeal — was about to come on, and, 
writing a letter to the first-mentioned attorney on the business, had 
my letter returned iu a blank cover. I then informed my creditors, 
that the cause stood on tlie list for a hearing, and that I should defend 
the suit. The cause came to a hearing some months aflerwardsl . 1 
ap|}eared by counsel, but not the Duke of Somerset; and it. was 
•supposed that the appeal was relinquished. I then desired my 
solicitor in court to write to the Duke of Somerset, that I was ready 
to come to an amicable adjustment of all differences ; but the solicitor 
dissuaded from this, and the, Duke soon after made affidavit that h^ 
had been ignorant ,of what had been going on iu your Lordship's 
court. In fact, he had been deceived, unknown to me, by the at- 
torneys.- He had been made to believe that these attorneys were 
corresponding with each oilier and with hini, under a regular assign- 
ment of me to my creditors. I should always have been glad to (j^et 
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get quit of the whole concern, bad my creditors agreed to girc me a 
discharge, and free me of responsibility ; but this ibey would not do^ 
and I remained bound, in duty to myself and them, in seeing that all 
was conducted safely and well. The transaction which did go on 
was altogether incomplete: no assignment from me to my creditors 
had been made out, while the conduct of the attorneys was irregular, 
and their statements unwarranted ; while, too, one of them had an 
interest in confusing my affairs. 

I am now a pauper, and having received notice that the cause is to 
be spoken to and is on the paper, have no other way of defending 
against the Duke of Somerset's appeal but in jormd pauperis. I 
now, therefore, entreat that your Lordship will so order that jus- 
rice may be done, and that I may have fair opportunity to plead. I 
know my business well — better than any counsellor or attorney, but 
am ignorant of forms, and claim your Lordship's best indulgence. I 
have no interest but that of my creditors to look to— -nothing to 
save to myself but honour ; and as I hold that dear, so shall 1 strug- 
gle for it. If my creditors would still agree and give me a discharge, 
•they should be heartily welcome to Ireat with the Duke of Somerset 
to their liking. I ha,ve, indeed, said publicly, and I shall say it 
again now, that I am willing to strip oflT my coat and give tiiem that 
with all else of mine which is seizable for a discharge --for freedom 
to go safely out into the world, to provide food and raiment for 
myself and five children. 

My Lord,— I had written the above, when a newspaper was laid 
before me containing a paragraph which narrated proceedings before 
your Lordship. " Govrhy v. Duke of Somerset i^* on the 26th ult. 
In this paragraph it was stated, that the Duke of Somerset had ap- 
plied to the court for a final adjustment with me, because of my 
being reduced to a state of pauperism ; — that the co^unsel on my part 
had opposed the motion, saying, that reports as to my pauperism 
were incorrect, &c. Now, my Lord, 1 come to a most solemn de- 
claration, which 1 have no doubt will make suitable impressions on 
>our mind. — My Lord ! — you shed tears over the grave of Castle- 
reagli — over the fate of the silent dead : prepare for a manly hearing 
of the living. I have been persecuted for fourteen years : I have 
been oppressed and scandalized beyond measure. It is said, that 
oppression will make a wise man mad ; and perhaps it is because of 
my not being very wise that I am yet sane. I am sure that 1 am 
honest, if I am sure that 1 exist. —Hear, then, what I have to say. 

After being twice tried in Upper Canada, and twice honourably 
acquitted from false charges of libel, I was flung into jail; denied 
liberation on application by habeas^corpus ; detained in prison nearly 
eight mouths ; and being tried in a state of mental weakness, brought 
on by cruel treatment during my confinement, was banished, merely 
because I had refused to obey the mandate of the basest of nicii. I 
Was not aware of my deplorable condition till landed on an alien 
sliore, and 1 came home to England feeble and confused. On reach- 
ing home, I found that my father was dead, and that my wifV had 
hcfu made the instrument of my ruin. She had, indeed, been 



72 

fiigbtiened out of calm reflection by a, cruel and uunccessaf^ 
traini, made bv the D»ke of Somerset, on my pro^terty soon after 
my departure tor America^ through the agency of a villaiD who has 
now fled from the country, accused and accusing the Duke of fot- 
gery, — ^who is now outlawed. 1 not only found that 1 myself was 
ruined, but that a provision for my children was disputed at law; 
and, afflicted with nervous malady, I became totally unfit for busi- 
ness. By extraordinary exertions, — by travelliirg on foot over Scot- 
land^ I gained some s^rej^th, but this was continually wasted witti 
fresh vexations, and at last misery was consummated in the death of 
my beloved wife. Renewing exertions, I acaiq travelled, and 
changed the scene ; recovered strength, aiKl hacf it again and again 
taken away. With my creditors, and all with whom I bad disputes, 
I continued to make offers of submission, but without avail ; and 
the cause of my children • twice won' in the Court of Session at 
Edinburgh, with costs, was carried to the House of Peers. Of this 
I was informed in February, IB22 ; and becoming, when alone, fatnus, 
I reasoned with regard to what was best to be done, till it appeared 
duty to die for my children. I had consulted counsel, and found 
tliat if I even did gain for ray children their provision in the Ho«ise of 
Peers, it would be liable, during my life, to seizure by my creditors, 
I saw no hope of getting out of the hands of lawyers, and had found 
those employed by myself the most vexatious. 1 had become ti4atly 
unfit for business : I found myself acting foolishly and without manly 
decision : I saw no good in living longer; aiid, on the 0th of March 
1822, wrote dowii my principle, my purpose, and my hope, in these 
words: *' The Romans considered self-destmctioh meritorious. 
Christians think otherwise ; though Christ himself submitted to a 
voluntary death. It depends on the motive, the object in view. I 
shall die for my children, for Canada, and the poor of England. 
Surely, when / am gone, my children will have their provision; 
surely Canada will have the promise of independence ; surely the 
poor will obtain their right. I shall do more good by dying than 
by living : I shall die forgiving all, and hope to be forgiven,*' A few 
hours after writing this, 1 destroyed the paper, but keeping my pur- 
j>ose in view, and having wrote out a request that a particular friend 
should give my watch, &c. to my son, and a seal or ring appended, 
to each of my daughters, I asked that friend to take my watch in 
pawn for £10, on which 1 meant to live till I had offered to Parlia- 
ment, to prove by witnesses, tlien in Loudon, how cruelly I was 
treated in Canada. My friend in questiou is the best of men; 
steady, feeliug, honourable ; yei, strange to say, he bade me throw 
myself into the Tliames, and the effect was as strange, for it made 
me resolve to throw myself on the parish. 1 continued in London 
till September, and, during the interval, suffered mental agony to the 
greatest extreme. Mr. Brougham took in hand to advocate my 
cause in the House of Commons, and deserted me. Lord HoHand 
was more honest, but' is now off*. From Canada, an address, written, 
by me, was sent home for presentation to the Prince Regent by 
l^ord Erskin^ in 1818. Meaning to despatch a letter to tlie King in 
Scotland^ pledging my honour as to good intentions in Canada, I 
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desired 6rst to know from Lord Erskine if lie bad presented the ad- 
dress intrusted to bis care; but he would not converse on the sub- 
ject> because, he said, I was ** an enemy to his friend the Duke of 
Somerset." I wrote, and despatched my letter to the King : it W9S 
referred to the Colonial Department, which had already refused me 
a fair hearing, and then, disappointed at all hands, I did actually 
throw myself on the parish, to dissipate care, by changing the current 
of my thoughts, and strengthen my body with air and exercise. 
But even here there was no rest from persecution : after labouring, 
five days, I was told by an overseer of the poor, that he . had con* 
suited a lawyer, and was informed that he could take the ring off my 
finger before I had further relief. They lowered my pay ; denied 
me work ; lowered my pay again ; and, at last stopping it altogether, 
obliged me to apply to a Court of Magistrates, where they had the pa- 
rish lawyer to appear against me, not only to display consummate 
ignorance, but total want of feeling, in again threatening to deprive 
me of my ring, the memorial of my departed wife. My Lord, I 
beat the parish and their lawyer as a pauper, and as a pauper I will 
beat my opponents in Chancery and the House of Peers, with their 
whole host of lawyers, if your Lordship will but give me fair play. 
I have struggled for life ; I wish to live only for good, and with fair 
play have no doubt of success. I am aware that I labour under a dis- 
ease, brought on and continued by oppression, but I do all in my power 
to resist its dreadful determination, which is that of my existence on 
earth. While labouring for the parish, which I did for three months, 
I found this disease gradually abate : since then, I have travelled 
for two months, and am now rested from my journey in better health 
and spirits than I have enjoyed for years. Without following the 
course I have taken, strange as it seems, I must have sunk beneath 
my load of care. A year before poor Lord Castlereagh left us, I 
heard him in the House of Commons ridicule the idea of going to 
dig ; but had he then ** gone a digging*' he might still have been 
prating to Parliament. I have had greater provocation and per- 
plexity than the departed minister, but I have resorted to proper 
remedies ; and among these is that of speaking out, I have not only 
laboured and lived abstemiously, travelled and changed the scene, 
but I have talked and written, to give relief to my mind and play to 
my imagination ; nor was I quite at ease til! I read the above melan- 
choly tale to my friends. My Lord, you will not, when apprized of 
the end in view, think it idle to listen to something more of one 
maddened with law-persecution. On my late journey, I more than 
once dreamed of going to the Land's End to make impression on the 
public mind in favour of my children, Canada, and the poor of 
England, by bidding adieu to the world. " Here I am at the 
Land's End — to me the world's end. Frotn this point my disen- 
cumbered spirit shall bound into the vast expanse which holds these 
little balls— these planets, comets, suns. There I shall meet my 
wife, my father, sister, friend; and even my little Barbara, to 
whom the niggard church denied its prayers," These words, my 
Lord, repeatedly hung upon my tongue as introduction to more, 
while any thing was pleasant which banished from the mind 
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6f ery thought of Ikw-p^inecuttoii ; and» in tfrrftfdi^ fheiik dolilii» f 
feel myself guarding against an act whichy in calm ftason» it h 
ever my purpose to shun. There never tvas; in a court of justice^ 
trorse grounded and more remorseless persecution than that of the 
Duke of Somerset against me; and never ivas there any thing more 
vile than the appeal to the Peers against my children. In both suits 
I have prevailed again and again : nor is there the slightest hope for 
my eneniie)}, but in my ruin or distraction of mind. With all mjr 
opponents I have constantly offered to settle by arbiti^tion : but no: 
I must be worried to death, and year after year held back from 
peaceM and profitable pursuit. 

The newspaper paragraph, I observe, stales that your Lordsbip 
was informed that a public subscription was offered me. It was so, 
and I was most thankful for the offer on the score of sympathy. I 
Refused it because my honour continued impeached before the public, 
#hile I was slighted and deserted by public men, whose duty should 
have afforded me a chance of being cleared. I could not receive pub- 
Ire money, till the pubHc wer^ sensible that I was a true man, and 
Aithful servant to the public. No, my Lord, I would rather that my 
children were flung on the parish with myself, than that they should 
grow up in aiBuence, and have it told them for truth, that I was a 
traitor to my country. After I had honoured Lord Erskine, with 
sending home to his charge an address from a convention of loyal 
tttin in Upper Canada, to be presented to the Prince Regent, was it 
for Lord Erskine to be shy of me, because he thought me an enemy 
to the Duke of Somerset ? After I had put into Mr. Brougham's 
hand a proof of my cruel treatment abroad, was it for Mr. Brougham 
to desert me 1 After I had pledged my honour to the King — ^after I 
had told him that his father trusted me with command of volunteers 
in Fifeshire, and that I offered my services even to go to France, was 
it for the King to hand me over to the Colonial Department ? — Oh, 
ho! with such slights, unexplained, I would rather be a pauper than 
be pitied; —rather, indeed, would I wither from oft* the face of the 
earth, bl^asted by adversity, than continue to vegetate, a feeble thing, 
beneath the droppings of charity. 

My Lord, I have laid aside my paper for Several days, that I may 
be more sure of doing right in despatching it tb your Lordship. I 
thinly I do right, and off it shall go. 

It by no means gives a full picture of my triaU ; but my trials at 
9aw are most proper to be submitted to the supreme judge of the land ; 
>nd I trust there is enough to awaken your Lordship's attention. — 
Would to God you were so startled with horror, as to open yoXir 
ejres upon the whole system of iniquity within the purlieus of Cfaan- 
'dery — within that court, whose delays, and uncertaiuties, and pel'- 
piexities have deprived many an innocent man of rest, — sebt many to 
Beiihrm, and which, at best, gives shameful triumph to the rich over 
the poor. Oh ! my Lord, bow glorious ^ould be your triuUipti, ill 
liinothor and a belter world. Were yon to employ the remainder of 
jfour fleeting existenee in sweeping out the pollutions of Cliaucery. 

But, to come to the point of business : I have two proposals to 
make; eitiier that your Lordship will assure me, that I shall have fair 
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Uie House of Peers, or that you will seriously advise all parties t9 
lubioit to liberal settlement by arbitration. This, my Lord, has 
tlways been my desire, $^nd would, lylth greatest certainty, compasi 
the ends of justice. In both suits there is much co^nplication, which 
never can be understood by pleading at the bar ; besides many dif- 
ferences which law cannot adjust. How, for instance, can I hav^ 
justice in the case of my lease of Deptford-farm t The attorney, who 
bad charge of my suit with the Duke of Somerset, put his name to the 
assignment, while he knew that the lease was ^nsettled ; — when, in 
fact, there was no lease ; and while it was left to the Duke of Somer* 
set to go on, as he is now dping, with his appeal, and by which he 
has put me to great expense. Was it, my Lord, rational or fair tQ 
me, for the attorney so to act? and could I, abroad, ever imagine ii 
possible that be would so act ? No I I trusted that all was fair and 
right, but all was foul and wrong. My lease, the best in Wiltshire^ 
was given away for nothing, while I was left to contend with the 
Duke of Somerset for the very thing given away. My stock, worth 
£90eo, was valued over at £1500; and th^t £1500 was put in bona» 
to make sure to my successor a le^se, fpr which I had stiil to struggled 
My Lord, surely, you, a judge in equity, will never warrant transac- 
tions worse than robbery. ) wish not to injure the man in possession 
of my farm ; but 1 do look to him as que possessing stolen goods, an^ 
shall expect the same to be delivered up. 1 shall expect that thf 
attorney trusted and paid by me* fpr doipg business well and faith- 
fully, shall be made to accopnt for grqss misn^auageipent, if not ivfir 
position: 



22d March. 1823. 
This paper, my Lprd, has agaiu lain aside : it has lain by for a 
veek, that I may still be more cautions in proceedings, which mui^ 
determine the fate of five children and .myself* y^itli disclosures sp 
delicate and dread. It shall now go ; and I trust your Lordship will 
at once give it perusal, and lay to heart the wretched circumstances 
in which I am placed. I observe sopie thipgs which need explana- 
tion, and much may be added. Aware, however, of the value of your 
Lordship's time, J shall not trespass further upon it, but wail what- 
ever question your Lordship inay put, or what instruction you nyay 
he pleased to give. 1 need scarcely ^dd that speedy decision will l^ 
of utmost consequence. 

I am, my Lord* with ^11 due r^spject, 

Ypur Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOtFRLAy. 
-7%< Right H^noHrobh thfi Lard Chanfelfor. 



To the Attorney General, (now Lord Gifford). 

\Z» Clifton'$treet, Fimbury^ 24ih July, 1823. 
Sir, 
\% would reqjuire a volume to tell, and fi jc^riops volume it woul^ 
be, what strange apd cros^ accidents bave occ.^rred to me sijf ce ypfi 
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pled my cause at Salisbury assizes, in July, 1816, when tbe special 
jury found for me £1325, certain, and £625, subject to tbe opinion 
of the Superior Court. My father, on whom all my hope of fortune 
rested, had failed eight months before ; but this verdict gave me 
expectation that I might still have means to retain Deptford-farm. 
Little more than a month afterwards, an event took place, which as- 
sured me that all was safe. A near relation gained the £40,000 prize in 
the lottery ; confided in me a secret as to this ; and immediately as- 
sisted me with money. Having been assured by my solicitor, that 
the money awarded by the special jury would be obtained immedi- 
ately after decision by the Master of the Rplls ; and feeling confident 
that my lucky relation would see me safe through all hazards, I put 
my name to a bill for £900, due to two needy creditors, payable in 
the month of February, 1817. Towards Christmas, 1816, the Master 
of the Rolls confirmed the award of the jury, as to the £1325, but 
refused the further sum. He granted an order for £1325. To my 
surprise, this orders called the short order, was good for nothing, 
without a long order, and that long order had to be long waited for. 
Meantime, my relation, without the slightest good reason, thought 
proper to quarrel with me, and closed correspondence in a most 
violent manner. My situation was then dreadful. The bill for £900 
which I had granted became due, while I was thus deserted and kept 
out of payment from the Duke of Somerset, by the delay in procuring 
the long order. For the first time in my life I was a defiiulter, and 
my situation was wretched. Could I, by risking my life, have paid 
the bill, I would have risked it willingly, while I was prevented froiii 
paying it only by a delay in Chancery altogether unnecessary. In 
February, Sir Samuel Romily obtained a hearing on the subject of 
delay by the long order. I was in court while the Lord Chancellor 
proposed a further delay of six weeks. This would have left me at 
the mercy of the Duke of Somerset, to distrain on me for rent ; and 
seeing my perilous situation, I rushed in between Sir Samuel Romily 
and the Chancellor ; spoke for myself, and had the long order granted 
without delay. The money was paid, deducting the Duke of Somer- 
set's rent up to Lady-day, 1817 ; and finding that it was now unfair 
to give away the residue partially to creditors, I handed this over to 
a friend, and bade him part it equallv, so far as it would go, among 
my creditors, reserving to myself just a sufficiency to bear my 
expenses to Upper Canada, whither I set out on the 2d of April, 
1817, expecting to get back to England by Michaelmas following. 
My last piece of business, before sailing from Liverpool, was to 
write a letter, making offer to the Duke of Somerset to submit all 
matters in dispute to the arbitration of gentlemen. My business in 
Canada was this : — I had 433 acres of land there, which I had pur- 
chased and paid for, in Edinburgh, in 1810, not doubting the title; 
and I had an equal quantity, in right of my wife, tbe title to which I 
suspected as little. This property, under circumstances, I thought 
I might sell, and so strengthen my means at home of retaining 
Deptford-farm. But my chief hope in going to Canada was, that a 
relation of my wife, who had announced his intention of coming 
home to settle in Scotland, would have abundant means to assist me 
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out of the sale of bis property in Canada. On getting to Canada t 
found that an interference of the Executive Government with the law, — 
with t^o British statutes, — had rendered all sale of land there impos- 
sible. I found that I could obtain nothing for my land, even though 
I had determined on selling it ; and my wife's relation could not get 
money for his property, with which he meant to retire to Scotland : 
nay, though a man of fortune, and wishing still to come home, he is 
yet detained abroad, because of the interference of the Local (jovern- 
ment with statute-law. 

Just as I had come to a clear understanding of these matters, and 
before I was a month in Canada with my friends, I received a letter 
from England, saying that the Duke of Somerset had refused all 
compromise with me; and I should now have hastened back to 
England, but was confined for two months with lameness and bad 
health. In order to recruit health and be able to reflect deliberately 
and calmly on what I should do, seeing it impossible to get to 
England by IVJichaelmas, I made a journey through the country for 
some weeks, and, after a fortnight of that time, finding myself vi- 
gorous and decided, I wrote home to my wife, desiring her to get three 
of nay creditors, and, in case of my not coming home by a certain 
time, to advise me what they thought upon the whole was best to be 
done. I named my lucky relation as one of the three, and my hope 
was, when he saw into the state of my affairs, he would forget the 
quarrel with me, feel for my situation, and come forward with 
money for my relief. To my utter confusion, having waited in 
Canada till the beginning of February, 1818, I received a letter from 
my wife, saying that my relation was dead, and that she had resolved 
to abandon the farm forthwith. This put an end to my hope of 
retaining it ; and, as I was cut off from future prospects of doing for 
myself at home, I resolved now, finally, to connect myself with 
Canada, of which, before, I had not much expectation. To do well 
in Canada, while the Executive Government could tamper with 
statute-law, and wholly reduce the price of landed property, was 
very hopeless. My wife's relations were the most extensive pro- 
prietors of land in the province, and they were greatly dissatisfied 
with the impolitic and illegal course followed by the Executive 
Government. I wrote an address to the resident landowners, ex- 
pounding the law, pointing out the mischief of arbitrary interference, 
and advising that a commission should be sent home to England, in 
order that the home ministry should be rightly informed on the 
subject ; and that no such liberty should in future be taken by the 
Local Government as had been taken to the ruin of the colony. For 
writing this address I was offered 500 acres of land by Wm. Dickson, 
a legislative councillor ; and it was then published, though I refused 
the land. Its publication brought upon me unjust attacks through 
the medium of newspapers, and these attacks I repelled. I re- 
pelled them so effectually, and so strengthened myself in public 
favour, that, after a few months, the people, by my advice, chose 
deputies, to meet in convention, for the purpose of sending home a 
commission as I proposed* The Local Government, finding my 
influence thus strong, did, in order to check and throw discredit on 



7P 

fue, cause me to be twice arrested^ and bound over to $taQd tdal 9l 
the assizes. In the mean time the convention met : I advised suV 
mittiitg matters to the Lieutenant-Governor, soon expected from 
England, and was then twice triedi and twice honourably acquitted. 
Making sure that all would now go well with me in Canada, I poste^ 
off to New York, to have the latest accounts from .England regarding; 
my affairs in that quarter, and to send home instructions accordr 
ingly. My wife had written to New York, and otherwise, giving 
favourable accounts. Trusting to these, I sent home a power ol 
attorney for final settlement as to Deptford-farm, and returned to 
Upper Canada to have an interview with the Lieuteuant-Governor, 
Sir Peregrine Maitland. To my astonishment he was set against me; 
and, soon after, the very man (Dickson), who had led me into poli- 
tical controversy, and offered me 500 acres of land for advising tp 
send home a commission for inquiry, served me with an order to quit 
the Province. As I had ordered my affairs to be wound up in England, 
and had now staked my fate to Canada, there was but one course to 
pursue, and that was to hold fast to my rights there. I refused to gp 
away, was shut up in jail for nearly eight months, and so weakened wit^i 
confinement, that 1 was not able even to protest against a trial which^ 
by the written opinion of Sir Arthitr Piggot, I was given to believ^ 
was illegal. I was sentenced to banishment from the proviiice; and 
returned forthwith to England by the beginning of December, 1819. 
I now found, to my astonishment, that my poor wife had been altogether 
deluded in the management of my affairs, and so bad deluded me wit|i 
favourable reports. At the Michaelmas after I left home, the Duk^ 
of Somerset had sent his steward, a man who has siuce been accuse^ 
of forgery and perjury — who bas, because of these charges, fied tbp 
country, and been outlawed,-^sent this man, and distrained on mv 
goods ; threatening even to seize the furnitnre of iiiy house, althougo 
ten times the value claimed stood out of doors in farm-stoick. Tbi# 
proceeding had evidently frightened my v^ife out of ca|ui reflection; 
and I have a letter written by her, immediately afterwards, giving 
sad proof of this. She had, in this dii^tracted state, listened to her 
brolher, who knew nothing of my affairs, residing iu Scotland, with- 
out considering the words of my instructions sirpt |iome ffogi 
America ; and he advised her to abandon the farm. SJie did thi^y 
too, wholly ignorant of the secret as to the £40,000 prise, wbicfi I 
trusted might furnish means for my relief. She bad acted in si^cb 
confidence that all was well done, that $be presented to an agent ip 
the business, who was most active in contribiuting to my r^in, a siWer 
cup, in ioktn of gratitude for kk seryicei . J^oy/, whf&t was repfly 
the case? — She, in innocence, and witfipnt suspicion, |^4 tri^te^ 
people who bad no interest in my welfarCj and wbo beiiev«4 tb^ } 
should nol again /come hoi^e to texa/99ine into pt^ticul^fs, the v^lii- 
ation of my stoqk and lease. On ppy lease^ which I valued, eyfp 
under the Duke Qf Somerset, at £11)000, ihey pnt no value, ^f 
j»tock they val^ about £1^0Q, which I do pot consider ipore tfcwfi 
lialf its worth ; «Ad this half value was p^t inlo bond» tp siscm^ 
possession of tbe lease Xp my successor* who paid p^otbipj^ for i|; 
vvhile I was l«ft Ip strnggle ip Qbancery for tUs vpry iLe^« jb^ i» ti^ 
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very fenit sliH pending. Tte ^rst of it was, tiffft, after my succtSMMr 
ill me farm had been in possession for more than sfx montb», and 
bad begun the operations of a second year, an assignment of my 
lease iiras sent oDt to Canada, subscribed by my attorney ; and I, 
frustiiig that he would not subscribe unless all was safe and well, 
^gned the assignment also, and returned it to England. On getting 
home to England, a year afterwards, I found, to my astonishment, 
that my whole property — lease and stock of Deptford-farm, had 
been given away, not only to leave me without a farthing in the 
world, but involved in the crudest manner. 1 found that the tease 
^hich the attorney bad led me to assign away was not yet executed 
by the Duke of Somerset, and that the Duke refused to receive rents 
but from me. More than this, I found that my wife's brother, the 
same who had advised her to give away my farm, had engaged me in 
a law-suit at Edinburgh, respecting a bond of provisiou which t had 
received from my father ; and that he had grounded the suit in a 
partial manner, very unfavourable to my interests. I found, too, 
tbat my father, whom I had a strong desire to see, was no more ! 
and having caught, from my confinement, in Niagara jail, a nervous 
disease, I was wholly unable to transact or even to think of business. 
I bad, in fact, to travel, to recruit health and sustain my spirits. I 
travelled on foot all over Scotland for four months, and then came 
to London, to redeem a pledge for publishing a statistical account of 
Upper Canada ; but, being torn to pieces with <jare from time to 
time, this was not completed in the end of November, 1820. At this 
moment my wife was" suddenly taken ill, and, before 1 got to Edin- 
burgh, she Was gone for ever! I now became worse than before, 
and totally vvrithout power to execute the simplest business. Ire- 
solved to come again to Loudon ; but got still worse, and had to 
travel in the country for relief. I began a second volume on Canada, 
from a momentary impulse, — a thing which before I had not contem- 
plated, and without any precise idea where it would terminate. This 
work was added to by fits and starts through a period of nine, 
months, during which time I had repeatedly to 6y to the country to 
Conquer disease and lighten my spirits. In February, 1822, I was 
informed, afler gaining, in the Court of Session, two decisions in 
favour of my children, that the suit was carried to the House of 
Peers. 1 became at times fdtuus, and wholly lost the power of 
reasoning. The singular figure I have cut as a pau})er sprung out of 
this condition, and was followed up by me on principle, in order to 
brace my nervous system and divert my imagination ; and it is a fact 
that the nervousness caught in Niagara jail has only been got rid of 
tvitbin the last five months ; and by this course alone could I have 
conquered it. I am now for the moment perfectly clear of disease, 
but entangled in the crudest manner, and nearly destitute of the 
mettns of living, which, bowever, does not afiect my spirits in the 
least degree, or embarrass me. 'fVhen last in court 1 bad not where^ 
tnth to pay for a dinner : I had but two pence, and dined by chance 
invitation. There were then in court, unknuwn to me, a lady and 
two daughters. These ladies took me by the hand as I wetit out of 
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Court, and engaged me to dine with them. Thus it is, I suppose, 
that the Lord takes care of the ravens. Next morning I paid awaj 
my copper for the paper on which I wrote to you, and had dinner 
that day out of Ss, procured for an old surtout. I have since cleared 
ojfF my lodging-bill for last week, by pawning a trunk full of articles 
of dress, which I can easily spare, leaving a balance of £2 : 14 : 4, 
which I am quite contented with, trusting that it will keep me alive 
till I beat the Duke of Somerset. Before leaving Wiltshire, last 
week, I communicated how my finances stood ; and, in order to 
make friends easy as to my return, said, that, if the worst came to 
the worst, I should apply to the Lord Mayor, to send me to my 
parish in farmd pauperis. " 

You will find nothing in this letter incorrect, or not sufiiciently 
perspicuous. Even to the last word of the last paragraph it is 
literally true ; yet you find me perfectly at ease, though puzzled as 
to the winding up of my affairs respecting Deptford-farm, even 
though I should get all I am entitled to from the Lord Chancellor, 
that is to say, £625, with costs and interest, beyond what I have 
already received from the Duke of Somerset. 

From the melancholy and weak state in which I was in on my return 
from Canada, I was able to take no decisive step for the settlement of 
my affairs, and I even did not like to speak on the subject to my 
wife, seeing the perfect innocence with which she had become the 
instrument of my ruin. I did not, indeed, know, till after her death, 
that her brother had advised her to abandon my farm, (this is a mis- 
take,) and dispose of the stock ; and, till within the last five months, 
I had not power even to think decisively on the state of my affairs. 
If any neglect, therefore, was to be charged against me at this time, 
either as to delaying settlement, or omitting the observance of any 
ceremony or form, I could safely call such charge unjustm Looking, 
for instance, to the neglect of appealing in due time to the Chan- 
cellor, with regard to the £625, 1 feel as excusable, during the period 
that has elapsed since my return from Canada, as while I was detained 
there by false arrests and imprisonments. Claiming still a right (or 
indulgence) to appeal on that question, while the suit is continued 
by the Duke of Somerset, is very different from what it would have 
been if litigation had entirely ceased on both sides. This, I think , 
is strongly in my favour ; and I doubt not you will think so on due 
consideration. The Court is not disturbed by my claim : it only has 
to put me on a fair footing with my opponent. 

I have said that, when I came home from Canada, I found that the 
Duke was refusing to receive rents from the person now occupying 
Deptford-farm : that the rents were paid by him to my attorney, 
and then handed over, as by me, to the Duke. Finding this to be 
the case, and that I had been grossly imposed upon by my attorney 
placing his name to the assignment of the lease sent out to Canada, — 
finding that I had been absolutely cheated to the amount of £1500 
in the valuation of my farm-stock, I wrote a letter, in January, 1822, 
protesting against the whole of tbe|e transactions, but immeciiately 
afterwards became, from disease and weakness, unable to take any 
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efficient step; and the question now is, what can be clone ? and what 
alioald be done? — Am 1 to go without any premiom for a lease which 
was worth a great deal of money ? — Am I to have nothing more than 
half-price for my farm-stock valued over without my knowledge or 
consent-^ given away on valuation that can yet be proved flagrantly 
unjust? — ^Is the Duke of Somerset to be allowed to refuse agreement 
to-day and accept it to-morrow, without any communication being 
made to me either by him or my attorney, who knew that t protested 
against the assignment ?— Is there no way by which I can call to ac- 
connt-an attorney who puts his signature to an assignment and leads. 
me into so gross an error as to give away a lease which was not yet 
obtained 1 — ^Is it fair that I should come home a^id find myself still 
at law, and subject to charges of this very attorney for conducting 
law process for property taken out of my hands under the eye of this 
very attorney ?— ^Lastly, supposing I am to get nothing for my lease— ^ 
nothing for my stock — ^notbing in return for law-charges in suits 
going on about Deptford-farm for years after 1 had no interest pf 
advantage from it — how am I to know that I am clear of obligations on 
that farm ? — How am I to be sure that 1 may not, years after this, be 
?exed and annoyed by the Duke of Somerset ? 

All these questions I should be glad to have answered; and if the 
money, paid formerly as fee, shall be satiicient to obtain from you 
satisfactory answers to the^c questions, so that 1 may be henceforth 
secure, I shall certainly not grudge the payment : beyond it, from 
what is above stated, you know that 1 have not a farthing to spare. 
There is one question respecting the £1500, paid in bond for security 
pf my seccessor in Deptford-farm. — Have 1 any control over this] — 
or who has ? This money was paid by my successor for my stock| 
while I knew nothing at all of what was going on. It was afterwards 
pat into the Jive per cents.f in the joint nan)es pf **** ♦«***»*^ 

the latter of whom I sent home a power of attorney^ for the settlement 
of my affairs, in the autumn of 1818. Mr. K*^"^ has refused to 
reply to letters about my affairs; and Mr. R***** will i)ot afford 
me a farthing for subsistence out of the money in question. Ifereis 
a fine dilemma ! and 1 would be glad to know how information or setr 
tlement can be obtained. It has occurred to me that a commission of 
inquiry could be obtained ; but can this be gr^i^ted to me as a suitor 
pleml'ing in f^rmd pauperis^ and without a farthmg to defray charges? 
)f you can afford me a reply to each and all of these questions, } shall^ 
sir, be greatly obliged^ 

And am, respectfully, yx)urs» &e. 

UOBEkT GOURLAY. 
The Attomey-GeneraL * 



* The Attorney-General would eive no variiUn reply to the above. It involves » 
aio6t important questions, twtb as it concerns me and the public at large, which X 
fhotiid wish afterwards to discuss. Let this, tlierefore, be remembered. 
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To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom cf 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, ESQUIRE 
Humbly showelli, 

' That your Petitioner resided in London daring the three last ses-« 
sions of Parliament, with the sole object of obtaining inquiry into tho 
state of Upper Canada, its misgovernmcnt, and capacity, under good 
government, to receive the redundant population of the United King- 
dom, with comfort to individuals and profit to the nation. 

That he more earnestly regarded this object, because of Iiis having, 
for a long series of years, studied the means of exiinguishiog pau- 
perism in England^ and had discovered that, by an improved admi- 
nistration of provincial affairs, the grand object would be most easily 
and completely accomplished. 

That, to forward his views of general inquiry, he had presented 
to your Honourable House three Petitions, which were received and 
ordered to be printed the llth of July, 1820, 27th of June, 1821, 
and 27th of February, 1822. 

. That the prayer of these Petitions being disregarded, he then had 
drawn up a Petition relating exclusively to certain ilUtreatment which 
he was subjected to by the local government of Upper Canada ; and 
ojfFering therein to produce witnesses, then residing in Londoiiy to 
your Honourable House, in support of his allegations. 

That this Petition was put into the hands of Lieutenantr General 
Sir R. Fergusson, Member of your Honourable House, who, the 
belter to forward its object, entrusted it to Henry Brougham^ £^q, 
another Member of your Honourable House. 

That Mr. Brougham, having perused this Petition, acknowledged 
that the case of your Petitioner was a strong one ; and gave reason 
to believe that he would advocate the cause. He advised that the 
Petition should be amended ; when amended he corrected it, and then 
declared it sufficient. 

That Mr. Brougham, by these an<l other friendly demonstrations, 
made your Petitioner sanguine of success in this business, which at 
once concerned his interest and honour, his reputation, his fortune^ 
and all that he holds dear in the world. 

That, from the 8lh of May, 1822, when the Petition, fairly en- 
grossed and signed, was delivered to Mr. Brougham, your Petitioner 
waited from day to day, from week to week, and from month to 
month, in a state of solicitude ; and, on the 18th of July, when the 
Canada Bill was to be discussed, his anxious hopes had attained their 
utmost height. On that day he attended in the House of CommoDs, 
but, to his surprise, saw Mr. Brougham go off just before the Canada 
question was spoken to; and, next day, fQund that his Petition had 
beeii presented without a word to recommend it to notice, along with 
another written by your Petitioner, objecting to the Canada Bill; both 
^f which, however, were ordered to be printed. 
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That your Pelitioner being thus disappointed, and having had a 
Petition laid before the King in Council to the same end, that he 
might obtain redress for wrongs sustained in Upper Canada, which 
had been neglected for several months, did then prefer a Prayer to 
the House of Peers; which, like the others, was attended with no 
substantial benefit. 

That he then addressed a letter to the King, (a copy of which is 
hereunto annexed ;) which letter was delivered to His Majesty, in 
Edinburgh, and referred to the Colonial Department. 

That your Petitioner having frankly communicated with Lord 
Bathorst, Secretary to the Colonial Department, both when he was in 
Upper Canada, and after he returned to England, without receiving 
any satisfaction ; and believing the Colonial Department hostile to 
his views, from self-interested motives, did conceive, and conceives 
still, that he can have no hope of a fair hearing in that quarter. 

That your l\'titioner has t\ow to state the most melancholy facts ; 
«nd trusts, as the case is far beyond ordinary experience, that your 
Honourable House will be disposed to lend a favourable ear, and 
afford extraordinary aid. 

Your Petitioner went out to Canada, with a view of securing to 
himself and family an asylum, in the event of extreme distress ; but 
hoping that, in his absence, certain affairs would be so well settled 
at home, as to enable him still to reside there. So far from this being 
the case, your Petitioner had not bt?eu six mouths gone from Eng- 
Jand, when a harsh and unnecessary distraint was made on the goods 
<of your Petitioner, by a man who has since fled from the country and 
been outlawed, accused of, and accusing another person of, forgery. By 
this cruel distraint, the wife of your Petitioner was so alarmed and dis- 
tracted, that she soon afterwards, without leave of your Petitioner, 
and in direct opposition to his will and written instructions, aban- 
doned his farm to the possession of another person : had his lease, 
wliich he had valued at £3000, even under a bad landlord, given 
away for nothing: his stock valued over at half its worth; and that 
lialf (£1500) put in bond for the security of his successor, while he was 
left to contend for the lease, and several other valuable considerations 
in the Court of Chancery, where he cannot now, from tliis interference 
«uid mismanagement, confirmed by his cruel treatment in Upper Ca- 
iiada> carry on his suit with hope of success by ordinary means. 
But this is far from being the worst part of your Petitioner's case. 
He is the father of five children, now without a mother, or a farthing 
te maintain them, although a bond of provision was granted, before 
your Petitioner's marriage, of which these children are the issue; a 
bond publicly registered, and held as undoubted sectirity for twelve 
years. While your Petitioner was detained in Upper Canada, by the false 
arrests and imprisonments of the Local Government, this^ond. came 
to be disputed at law ; and, on his arrival at. home, your Petitioner had 
'to engage in the dispute. He gained, before the Court of Se^aMMi in 
Scotland, two decisions in his favour with costs of suit; but then, an 
appeal was carried to the House of Peers, which not only continued 
to withhold from your Petitioner his children's provision, but left him 
entirely destitute of means to carry on his plea^ save in forma paur 
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ptiii. This appeal was announced to your iPetilioneJr in the monttt 
of February, 18^, after threatenings of twelve months ; and having 
for many years been torn to pieees by adversity and persecution, be 
then felt the powers of his mind greatly weakened and some of tbem 
gone. He was yet sensible of his dreadful situation : he strove to 
conquer disease : he endured extreme agony from time to time* while 
remaining six months in London to gain notice from Parliament and 
the King ; and, at last, finding every effort vain, he threw himself on 
the parish of Wily for employment, that he might change the course 
of his thonglits, uuburden his mind of care, and brace his nerves with 
air and exercise. He succeeded, and with restored health and 
strengthened spirits, now more earnestly entreats attention from your 
Honourable House. 

Your Petitioner has all his life been regular in business, and u})on 
every question which concerns his conduct, his credit, and his cha- 
racter, whether private or public, can produce satisfactory docu- 
ments, and defend himself with good reasons. He has in bis pos- 
session every paper which he caused to be published in Upper Ca- 
nada or elsewhere ; and he is willing to meet his enemies in any quar- 
ter^ and on any terms that are fair and honourable. His intentions 
have been invariably pure ; and his schemes with regard to Canada 
and the reform of the poor-law-system of England are at once grand 
and practicable, 'though misfortune has hitherto marred his endea- 
vours rightly to exhibit them. He has, during the present session of 
Parliament, had three petitions presented to your Honourable House, 
on the subject of poor-laws, which were ordered to be printed, 5tfa, 
19th, and 27th June. This petition he would sooner have had drawn 
up and offered to your Honourable House, had he not waited for 
accounts from Canada, which he expected would confirm the senti- 
ments expressed in his petition against the Canada Government and 
Trade Bill. At this late period of the session, your Petitioner can 
expect no relief from the investigation of a parliamentary committee, 
but your Honourable House may address His Majesty, to the end 
that he may obtain a fair hearing, as well with respect to his grie- 
vances, as to his proposals for improving colonial policy, and the 
reform of the poor-laws in connexion therewith. Vour Petitioner 
has refused a {Hiblic subscription, though he has not a shilling to call 
his own, because his hononr has been unjustly tarnished by the Local 
Government of Upper Canada, and doubted by the King: he has 
refused it, hoping still to have fair meaus of clearing his character of 
taint ; and wishing to stake even his existence against any proof of 
dishonour. Having seen in a newspaper, that the Under Secretary of 
the Colonial Department, Mr. Wilmot, offered, in your Honourable 
House, to refute any charge which could be made in his behalf, he 
expressed his desire to be hear^Ji^efore your Honourable House, in 
a letter addressed to M^ W41inl^ and also published in newspapers, 
<a copy of which is hereunto annexed). He now more formally expres- 
ses the same desire ; and, defying refutation, will here make charges 
4irhicli may lead to others. •••••••• He was twice arrested by the 

Local Government of/Upper Canada; detained for several months on 
hail to tlie amount of £1500, to stand trial on accusations which 
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wene aUog«ilier sbamefiiU and proved to be false. He was f^ tiiir4 
time arrested on the order of WtUiaai Dickson and another, Legisla- 
tiTe Councillors, whose leading charges were, that your Petitioner was 
connected in politics with Cobbeti and Hunt, in England, while it 
was known, in England, that your Petitioner had opposed these very 
men in politics; and while it was a fact, well known in Upper Ca- 
nada, that William Dickson had instigated your Petitioner to enter 
into political discussion in that country, and had offered him 600 
acres of land for writing his first political address, NevertbelesSf 
yoor Petitioner was not only arrested, but imprisoned, on the order 
of these Legislative Councillors, for nearly eight months : denied 
liberty on application by writ of Habeas Carpus, and banished for 
BO reason, but because he disobeyed an order to leave the Province ; — 
banished upon trial, against which he was not able to protest from 
the effects of cruel treatment while in jail ! ! Your Petitioner asserts 
that the statute, under colour of which he was arrested and banished^ 
was wholly inapplicable to him, as a British suliyect ; — ^as, havingre- 
sided in Upper Canada for more than a year before it was applied to 
him ; as having been twice honourably acquitted from false charges ; 
as being proprietor of upwards of 400 acres of land in Upper Ca- 
nada, obtained by a band fide purchase, and for which money waa 
paid by him, in Edinburgh, in 1810, besides as much, which be held in 
rigbtofhis wife; as being perfectly innocent ; and accused only by 
men who had selfish and sordid view§ in contriving and compassing 
his ruin. He asserts that these arrests and imprisonments were, be- 
sides being ruinous to your Petitioner, altogether scandalous to 
British Government. 

These charges your Petitioner sets forth in bis own behalf, defying 
te/uiation ; and if fair inquiry is allowed, be pledges himself to ex- 
hibit many others equally tenable, and affecting not only his interest^, 
but those of the nation. 

He, therefore, entreats that your Honourable House, will address 
His Majesty, in order that all due opportunity for inquiry and inves^ 
ligation may be afforded for the relief of your Petitioner, as well as 
for the honour and interest of the public at large: also, that this 
petition and annexations may be printed, as a record in the journals 
of your Honourable House« < 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Berwick-farm^ near Hindon, Wilts, 28M March, 1823. 

Sir, 

The Globe and Traveller newspaper of 25th instant is now before 
me, whereby I observe that Mr. Hume had spoken in Parliament of 
the treatment I received in Upper Canada, and from which paper 
I extract the fbllowiug paragraph : — 

" Mr. Wilmot said, that with respect to what the Honourable 
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'^ Meiliber had advanced regaining the ill-tisage of Mr/G outlay, h^ 
would repeal what he had formerly said : viz. that if the Honours- 
able Mean her would state distinctly to the House any one case of 
allegfed grievance, or any thing like a grievance, which that indi- 
** vidtial could complain of, he (Air. Wilmot) pledged hiiqself to the 
*^ House to give it a satisfactory refutation." (Hear, hear.) 

Having seen no newspaper, but that froni «(rhich this extract is 
taken, respecting any thing, said by Mr. Hume of me« 1 am ignorant 
as to the ffth'n of proceedings in the business before Parliament, and 
know very little of what he had said. I hasten, however, to re Have 
him of responsibility, atid for myself, as an injured British subject^ 
do now gladly accept the challenge you throw out. I now say that I 
shall be hai>py to have a fair opportunity to lay before the House of 
Commons, not only a statement of grievances experienced by uie in 
Upper Canada ; but an (ixpos6 of the weakness and wickedness of 
the Provincial Government, defying^ sir, your '* refutation J' 

It is not probable that you are ignorant of my having, during the 
three last sessions of Parliament, laid before the House petition after 
petition, praying for inquiry into the state of Upper Canada, and 
into my grievances experienced there. You will recollect, too, that 
I wrote a letter to yourself, last summer, strongly remoustratiii|Jc 
against the passing of the Canada Government and Trade Bill. A few 
days after addressing myself to you, I attended in the House of Com- 
mons during a debate on that Biil^ and heard you say that you bail 
consulted with those best acquainted with the affairs of Canada, and 
found that they approved of it.. I now submit to you an extract of a 
letter, which 1 received nearly two months ago from a Member of the 
Upper Canada Parliament, dated 3d November, 1822. 

^' It is supposed that the Parliament will be called together shortly, 
V to take into consideration the Government Bill for uniting the 
Provinces. I think the majority of the members will be for union, 
but not under the present Bill. All that I have spoken to about 
^' it, detest the idea of such a bill taking place. The Trade- Bill is a 
most infamous thing for our part of the colintry. It amounts to a 
complete prohibition^ as our vessels cannot go into their (the 
United States) ports, without immense tonnage duty; nor theirs 
]::to ours, upon the same principle. There is no doubt but we are 
** going down hill as fast as possible." 

- The same post which brought me the letter, from which the above 
is extracted, brought me another from a friend in the United States, 
who gives the most cheering accounts of that country's prosperity ; and 
says, that then (October last) there were eleven hundred men at work 
on one part of the Great Western Canal, which is to connect the sea 
with Lake Erie; and which will he completed in the year 1825. 

Sir, do not misconstrue the bolduess of an independent mind into 
any thing like impertinence, but calmly reflect on these assertions, 
that our home ministry have all along been grossly ignorant of good 
policy towards Canada ; or wilfully blind, looking to it only as a 
plaything of power and a source of patronage. They arc now hold- 
ing that line country, as they have all along done, in trammels, for no 
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fnoci en<! whalfvcr, sinking it in poverty, cxposiiit; it to risk, and ren* 
doring it wasteful instead of being profitable to Britain. 

Sir, if Uiis letter, hastily written, to catch the post, docs hot make 
serious impression on your mind, send to thie Lord Chancellor, and 
ask him to let yon read one, written a fortnight ago ; but, from the 
snd disclosure it makes of my situation, only now desfiatched. 

Sir, I have the honour to be, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
HobL J. Wilmot, Esq. M.P. 

(A. 20.) ; 

To the Honourable the Commons, Sic, 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY* 

Showeth : 
That we know from the scriptures, of religion and long experience, 
that three score and ten years sum up the life of ordinary men ; and 
Ihat a few only, by reason of greater strength, sec fourscore years. 



• The above petition was presented by Mr. Benett, and orc^cred to lie on the 
table, the 30lh March, 1825. A similar one was put into the hands of the Lord 
Chaiicellur. The following letters accompanied the petitions. 

House of Correction y Cold-haih-JUUh, 
28tk March, 1825. 
Sir, ' 

Yonr letter has reached me, wherein yon gire a reason for not getting roy petition 
<that presented 22d March) printed, and a weak one : but strong or weak, seeing that 
liie special prayer of the petition went to its being printed, yoa should have acquainted 
fne with yonr opinion before you offered it to the House. It was yesterday read to a 
pany of gentlemen, one of them a special pleader, who all agreed that it contained 
nothing which should have prevented the printing. Indeed, being received and laid 
on the fable was proof of this. What would become of ns, if matters o})etily can« 
vassed in coons of jnstice, as all contained in ray petition had been, was withheld 
from publication ? Where would precedents in law be found ? Your constituents in 
AViltshire will not doubt that fear of the Duke of Somerset operated : but^ it is not yet 
too late to show courage ; and I send you another, to which the first was preparatory. 
Jfyoa present this you may take opportunity of having both printed together, which 
would be most desirable. There never was a case so flagrant as mine in all its bear- 
ings — one, the consideration of which ought more to stimulAte to inquiry into the 
abuses of Chancery. This is roy object ; while the Duke of Somerset makes no part 
of my concern, any more than the Chancellor, when I request bis Lordship to present 
to the Upper House the fel)ow of the petition now sent yon* Nothing makes me 
despair in a good cause. 

*' Tn my schooi'dayst when I had lost one shaft, 
" 1 shot his fellow off the self-same flight, 
" The self-same way, with more advised watch, 
" To find the other out ; and by adventuring both 
" I oft found both." 

So I hope I shall yet have both my petitions printed. 

I am, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
John Benett, Esq* M.f* 
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Thai, at sixty, years of age, human ability, as well bodily as nieiH 
talf begins to decay ; and so convinced of this are people of the 
United States of America, that they have a law obliging judges to 
retire from the bench at sixty years of age. 

That the present Lord High Chancellor is a man of extraordinary 
Tigour ; but seeing he was born in the year 17^0, his term of exist- 
ence cannot long be protracted, while bis strength must be decrease- 
iDg, to the hazard of great national as well as numerous individual 
interests. 

That your Petitioner having been a suitor in Chancery, for up- 
wards of twelve years, has repeatedly heard the Lord Chancellor 
complain of want of memory, and conceives that he has grievously 
suffered therefrom. 

That, while the Lord Chancellor was delivering judgement in your 
Petitioner's cause, in January, 1824, his Lordship discovered that 
deficient documents had been put into his hands, and it clearly apr 
peared to your Petitioner that the same had been so drawn up pur- 
posely, to impose on his Lordship, and to vitiate the judgement. 

That your Petitioner was then desirous to have judgement delayed, 
till correct documents were supplied, but was unable to obtain bis 
desire, and a decree passed, in your Petitioner's opinion, so coittrary 
to justice that it could not have proceeded from the Lord Chancellor 
had he been in the vigour of life. 

That the Lord Chancellor has been appointed one of a commission 
to inquire into Chancery delays : that no inquiry is more important, 
and no individual more competent than the Lord Chuncellor to per? 
iTorm the duties of such a commission, were his Lordship otherwise 
disengaged. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, entreats that your Honourable House 
will address his Majesty to the effect that the present Lord Chan- 
cellor, while he retains all the honours and emoluments now enjoyed 
by him, may be immediately removed from every other employment, 



House of C&rreetwn, OAd-haUkfidiM, 
^^th Mardi, 1835. 
My Lord, 
J thank your Lordship for presenting ray petition iast Thursday ; and now beg of 
your Lordship to do the same by that herewith sent, to which the former was prepa- 
ratory. 

It may be remembered, that this time two years I addressed yoor Lordship, by let- 
ter from the country, pressing what I now pray for, '* Sweeping oiU the poUutiant tf 
Chancery,** and that letter was afterwards read m court Writing to your Lordship, 
the 6th November last, I extracted certain passages from the Book of Job, to call at- 
tention to the unbending nature of absolute power : and to a question replied, " I will 
do more.*'— Praying for your Lordship's exciusive attention to Chancery reform was 
what I had then in view ; and, if mad, it may be thus proved, that * there is method 
in it/' 

Doing justice to the accompanying petition, your Lordship will, I trust, ootsbine 
with Christian grace the glory of the heathen Aristides. 

Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
To the Right Hon. the Earl of Eldon, ifc* ^c. 
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save lliat of reforming the Court of Chancery, and rendering it 
efficient for the speedy and sure ends of justice and equity, 

And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY.» 



■^ »■* 



Hcuu ef Correctum, Cold^bath-Jieldi, 

April $, 1835. 
My Lord, 

This day we coroineniorate the subliraest of events — ^the triumph of virtod over 




.shall be delivered by a poor niarf who has served me these seven months withont fee 
or reward, to remind your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, &d. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
To the Right Hon, the Ettrl (f Eldon, ^c, ^c. 

HcuK of Correction, Cofd-bath'jieldt. 
AprUe, 1895. 
My Lord, 
The accompanying Petition was put into the hands of the Iiord Chancellor to be 
presented, but was returned yesterday with these words; — " This P^itwn mutt be 

riced in the htmds any othn" Peer to/to may think it a proper Petition to be praented.^* 
am not aware that it is improper. Its fellow was received last week by the Hooae 
of Commons, and laid on the table. May I tlierefbre ask if your Lordship wtll ^re- 
Msm it to the House of Lords ? Should you decline, haye the goodness to return 
it to me in course. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
. Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Lard King, ^, ^. 

House of Correction, Cold-hath-fields, 
April 14, 1825. 
My Lord, 

Since I deapatcbed to your Lordship the- 6th instant a Petition to be presented to 
the Upper House, that Petition, in consequence of being laid oit the table of the 
Commoiis, has been published in newspapers, and called forth remarks, some of 
which it is proper for me to notice. 

It hat been said that» by writing such a Petition, and putting it into the Chancel* 
tor's hands,.! thereby abused liis Lordship, and gave proof of insanity, than which 
nothing, can be mqre erroneous. 

1 revere the Chancellor, and the man who has filled the highest offices so lon^ 
iDnat assuredly possess very extraordinary talents. So far from %vishiug to abuse his 
XfOrdsbip, I conceived it was hooourlngliim to intrust my Pethion to his care. It 
must have been interested people whq caused i^ to be returned to me, and, indeod, 
the Lord Chancellor of England must, in many things, be used end operated upon 
«s a mere machine, at Uie mercy of managers. Had the Chancellor been my father, 
I would not have done otherwise, and your Lordship may say so when you present 
my Petition, 

As to madness, no one tha^t has diverged from the beaten tract since the days of 
Paal has escaped imputation. At tlie commencement of this Session, Mr. Brougham 
declared it would be miraculous were the Chancellor to resign, and who can expect 
him to do so unasked.— Would Mr. B.?— Noj he would blow himself np tilt the 
last, and explode like the frog in the fable ;— he would pass away with a mighty 
noise, as much as to say '* thaVs my thunder.** 

Perose a Petition presented for me by the Lord Chancellor, and laid on the table 
the J4ih uit. and say if I am mad ?— Say if the Court of Chancery needs no reform? 

N 
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(A. 21.) 

To tht Hatwuraible the Carnm/om, bic. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY,* 

Hambly showeth/ 

That yo(vr Petitioner being unjustly banished from his friends and 
property in Canada— l>eing cruelly deprived of all property iu £ng- 
giand— ^leserted by friends — and basely l)etr»ycd. — Being chained 
down to the performance of distant obligations without ecMnpensa- 
tion^ or the means of performance. — Being the father of five chidren, 
with a provision for them, secured by a decision cf the House of 
Lords^ yet withheld by a conspiracy of lawyers, — was first confined 
for two weeks in the prison-room of the House of Commons* ex- 
posed to the most unfounded scandal ; and then, a second time, ar- 
rested for the same alleged offence, to be cast into the House of 
Correction, Cold-Bath-Fields, there to be treated as a felon. 

That, under this accumulation of evil, and finding hin^df in the 
bands of remorseless powbr, your Petitioner determined to endure 
to the utmost with th^ least possible complaiut^ and soon aAer con- 
finement in the House of Correction informed the Governor that tlie 
allowance of food was even more than he could consume. 

That, by-and-by, however, he found his health affected by tire 
bad quality of the bread, and wrote letters to be laid before Visiting 
Magistrates, of which the following are copies : — 

" No. 1. ' 

*' House of Correction, September IQth, 1824. 
"Sir, 

** In my letter, of the 26th ult. I spoke of sundry 
" matters connected with my comfort, none of which have been at- 
'* tended to; I meant not that letter to be considered as one of com- 



• — Say if that Court has not been resorted to for mere opprestion?*— Say if it is not 
effectual furs4icli ends? — Say if the Lord Chancellor's remalnhig time would liot be 
weJJ employed in sweeping out its pollutions ? — Say if any sum of inoaey ahcwld ba 
spared in acconiplishing this? 

My Lord» dear bought eiperience has placed me beyond fear, and made me a 
man o( fai^, I have faith that my Petition will go towards removing the mountaiii, 
and if every one would petition as £ ha?e done» most assuredly the moahtain would 
bevmoved. 

Examine my Petition well, and yon will find every one of its poMlions stroaget 

than another from first to last. On every one your Lordship, may safely make a 

stand, and speak to the purpose. The sooner it is presented, and its prayer pressed ou 

^ attention, the more happy will be consequences. I hope then your Lordship will 

find it convenient to dp this either (o-day or to-morrow. 

' I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient servants 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Lord King, ic, 4:C' 
* Presented by Mr. Jolni Williams, April «5, 18?5. 
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*' phiRl : bol I now complaiiH and on a subject which thoohl excite 
** MteresI, not on my account only, iMt that of hundreds confim^ 
'* here. I formerly mentioned. that ray health had been iropairal te 
*' this place, but did not then discover the principal cause This, 
"lam now assured, rests in the quality of the bread. One day 
*^ this, t0 appearaneey was so bad that the Governor, who see^i9^ 
^ always willing to do right, noticed it; and, for a time, there was 
" an improvement. Again, however, it became very bad, from tintfe 
" to time, and not so much in appearance as reality. After the dale 
f' of my last letter I found myself getting daily more and more 
*' weak ; and, . at last, suspecting the bread, purchased other 
**^ brjead for one week's consumption. In three days I found myself 
" the better, and after six felt again strong. I have since used 
" bread allowed to prisoners, and am again become unwell and 
" weak. It is now ckar to me that the bread is never what it should 
'' be. It seldom appears bad, but bometimes the smell h sulBcient 
*' to detect its nauseous quality. It was so last Wednesday; and 
** herewith you will receive part of my loaf of that day for inspec- 
** lion. Being now dry the smell is Uttle perceptible ; but were it 
'' analyzed by a chemist I am convinced that this specimen would 
" be found adulterated with what is neither genuine nor wholesome. 
^ It is customary, I understand, to use a large part of potatoe. flour 
instead of wheat flour in making the bread, and tlien alum is put 
in to mend appearances. Proper means are taken to guard against 
imposition us to weight ^hr^i deteriojratioo in fnality is.more bnue- 
** ful and should be more strictly-guarded against, as I hope it will 
'^ be in future . I have lived in the country, labouring at the same 
^* time, upon a smaller quantity of bread and milk than wbit I now 
« have, while my health improved ; but the bread in the couoti^r 
'* was made. of flour unmixed with potatoes and uIubs. This. letter 
'' you will be so good as lay before the other Magistrates. 

** Add 1 aun. Sir, ypiirs, &c» 
*^ ROBERT QOURLAYJ* 
'' 7a the Chairman of Visiting MiigMrat}f^'i 

f' No '2. 
M House of Correctiottt Aovemi^r 11, i624k ' 
" Sir, 

" I write this on the express condition tliat it shall not 
^' be considered as a complaint against the Governor,. who» from, all 
** my experience, seems to be one of the tiest of qien ; nor even 
** against the bread-contractor. 

*' I understand that the Magistrates contract for bread on tire 
*^ lowest terms they can procure ; and tliat being the case, am con^ 
** vinced that a strict fullihnent of terms is not to be. expected*. 1 
** have complained repeatedly of the quality of bread here. It Is 
** uniformly better for some time, after llie conplaint is made ; and 
*' and as uniformly falls ofl^ in quality. It caimot be judjged of 
nicely, either by taste or smell. Just now, though the smell is not 
quite sweet, this would not be discovered by an ordinary observer* 
To me it is palpable; but it is by e.ffects on luy health that I jixlge 
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*' bcjit; anftfi^witbin the last Ibof or five days, 1 have Covwl my 
*^ strength, considerably dimiakhed^^UhotiAd^ firom the d«te- 
^. rtotatioD of the bread. You coiitr&ot lor- bread, madcl of the. best 
** wiieaten-fltsur. . It never :ba& beeb made; ofiihi^: in ,Diy«|Mhion ; 
** and now it.nrast be mad^ of very inferior Aoilr, or with a- mixAire 
*f .of something' else. Your last contract, I presome^ was niad<i 
ft when floor was ranch cheqier than nqw. It dods.not expire^ t am 
M. toldy till Christmas. I won Id humbly theA beg leave to suggest 
'' that. Magistrates should rather enter iiito an understanding ^itb 
f/ the contractor, and make some allowance ' for change of times, 
** than that the health of nearly &t)0 people should be endangered^ 
*' Lay this befocethe Conunittee ; and believe me» Sir, with all due 
**.j«spe€l, 

" Your obedient servant, 
" ROBERT GOURLAY." 
ff To the Chairman of Visiting Magistrates^' 

''No. 8. 
" House of Correction^ February 3, laSft* ' 
f* Sir, 

** In letters to you and the Governor, dated Septem- 
f* ber 16, October 26, and November 11, I spoke of the -bread 
f* furtiished to prisoners in this house. After my last letter I did 
^* expect that it would not be necessary ii|[ain to write on the sob- 
*-* ject. l^he bread was pretty good for some weeks after the Llth 
^^ of November; T bat towards Christmas became very indifferent; 
*f As I had heard that the contract was then to expire, it seemed of 
^ iittle consequence to explain, and I hoped that itomenew .regular 
<' tion would thenceforth prevent deterioration. After Christmas; 
** however, the q^Kility of the br^ad got worse and worse^ till Snn- 
day, the 38d ult. when the smell readily detected its noxious 
quality. From that day, in consequence of my speaking to the 
store'keeper, it has been sweet ; but neither now, nor ever has it 
been so nourishing as what is made of the best wheaten flour. ' 
** I have not trusted to the evidence of my own senses and word 
** in this matter, important to hundreds in this house and thousands 
** elsewhere, but have given the bread oiit for trial in a private fa- 
^* mily, and shall annex a certificate of experience. You cannot 
*^ suppose I have ever addressed you from peevishness, and I shall 
,^* not now dictate, bnt request you will lay this letter before Visiting 

V Magistrates, and that they forward tbc same, or a. copy to the 
** Secretary of State, for consideration as %6 the best means of pre^ 
f* venting very serious evil. While I gave out the bread for tilial; I 
" made several experiments. On one occasion I lived on potatoes 
** in lieu oi bread, and found myself get stronger with these, using 
f' At the rate of four pounds of potatoes for one of breed.' On 

V another occasion I used oatment, and was better. mi\i an equal 
-if- quantity of that than bread, or four times the.weight of potiatoe^il 

"I am, yours, i&c. • - . 
» " ROBERT G OUR LA V.f' * 

** To the Chairman of Visiting Magistrates'** 
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Cert^cate, • 

On four different occasions I have had bread given to ine by 
Mn Qoarlay, in the House of Correction, Cold Bath-iields, for 
the purpose of trying its quality in my family : viz, — ^twice in 
" autumn, and twice during January last; being the bread furnished 
'* to him, and each time had the bread of a whole week.: Ofr two 
** of these occasions — the second and last, I found it pretty gOl»d 
in quality, but by no means equal to what I purchase for my or- 
dinary consumption. On the two other occasions it was very bad ; 
often perceptibly so to the smell, and when put in water did not 
absorb nearly so much as other bread. My health was not affected 
by what I used of it; bnt ray wife was sensibly worse — feeling, 
** after the use of this bread, a craving in her stomachy and weak^ 
** ness otherwise. 

(Signed) " JAMES TITFORD." 

*' February 3, 1825." 
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Tiiat, after No. 1. of the above letters was read to the Magistrate^ 
they called your Petitioner before them, and laid him under an ob- 
ligation not to communicate any complaint to the public, with regard 
to the prison, through the medium of newspapers ; and produced 
an Act pf Patliaoieut^ giving them power to inspect all letters going 
out of prison* 

TJiat, after No. 3. was read to the Magistrates, an order wa? 
iffsncd not to suffer your Petitioner to be stipplfed with bread for 
experiment by purchase, which has stince confined him wholly to the 
Mae of prison bread; and removed the check against its adulteration^ 
which his reported experiments maintained* . 

That, in order to sustain his strength, while thus obliged constant-^ 
ly to use prison bread, he resorted to the allowance of butcher's 
meat, instead of milk, for a month ; but found himself still kept 
weak by the noxt(>us quality of the bread, and again Usesi milk} lis, 
npon the whole, that article is least subject to such adtdteratinh as^ 
affects health; which, however, is kept declitilng from the conthlned 
use of bread of inferior quality, and often noxious. ^ 

Your Petitioner, b^' stating these facts, has uo wish to impeach 
Magistrates, who, he believers, are in every way superior to most 
menJn their situation, Far less would, he censure tlM^ Governor, 
wlio, en all oecasions, evinces humane dispositions,, and a . desire 
rigidly to act -up to the point of duty. Your Petitioner<is convinced 
that the evil complained of results from deficient regulations, and 
the natuTQ of affairs where there is little sympathy ; and no direct 
interest to guard against abuse. His own sad experience has led him 
to reflect much on the subject; and lie is now convinced that such 
regulations could be contrived as would insure to all prisoners and 
others^ jfed by the public, bread of wholesome quality. 

lie therefore ciitreats ihat these premi:>cs may be seriously taken 
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into the consideration of your Honourable Hoose« And tliat tlii« 
Petition may be printed^ for the perusal of any Committee on Prison 
Discipline. 

And he ^ill ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAy.* 



* The abore Petition was sent' to the care of Mr. Martin, of Galway, and the 
ibllowiDg letters written on the occasbn : — 

HMise ef Correction, . Cotd-ba^i^kUs, 
March 290, 1825. 
Sir, 
Your tender regard for the brote creation leaves no donbt on my mind that jo« 
possess warm feelings towards yoar fellow-men, even of the lowest order. Indeed, 
J have heard that you once came to this House, and actually went on the tread- 
wheel for a considerable time, to satisfy yourself that it was pot too severe for felon** 
I therefore beg of you to present and get printed the accompanying Petition,, so that 
Members may reflect on the subject during the ensuing recess, and that afterwards 
you or some othei* humane person may step forward and secure to poor prisoners the 
staff of life as it should be. 

I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 

Your obedient Servant, 

ROBERT 60URLAY. 
Rkhard Marim, Eiq, Jtf.P. 

March 30, 1925. 
Sir, 

I despatched for you yesterday tp the House of Commons a Petition regarding 
the bread of this rrison, thinking from your humanity towards the brutes, that 
you were likely to feel even for the most depraved of ypur own species. A news- 
paper afterwards fell into my hands whereby I learned that the House wonld rise 
tO'day.for the plaster hulidays, and I have become fearful that if you were not in yoor 
place last nighr, the Petition may n >t have reached you to be presented before the 
adjournment which would be essential, in as much as Members imght during Che 
recess read the printed copy, and reflect seriously on the subject — a very important 
one indeed, not as it regards the inmates of this prbon only and the particular occa- 
sion, but thousands in other prisons, the army, &c. may be benefited from an 
inquiry ;nto the simple principle of having secured to them the staff of fife ta d 
shaM he. 

I shall take tMs opportunity of tnclostng a second certificate to prove that up t» 
the present time there is need of improved reguhitious here, and trusting that you 
^m excuse this additional trouble, 

I am yours, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
.' Biehard Martin^ Etq» M,B, 

CERTIFICATE. 
I have tasted six loaves within the last ten days in Mr. Gouriay's apartment of 
Cold-bath-fields Prisoii : one of them only was equal in goodness to what is usually 
fold by bakersy the rest was all of very inferior quality, and sumc shucking bad. 
This day I have tasted a loaf which is sweet, and looks pretty well, yet is far from 
being equal in quality to what is made of the best wheaten flour. 

JAMES TITFORD. 
March Si, 18S5. 

AprH 31, 18«5. 
Sir, 
I wrote to you under date 29ih ult. and accompanied, my letter with a Petitiofl, 
which I begged of ytm to present to the 'House of Commons, and get printed, that 
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(A. 22,) 
To the Honourable the Commons^ kc. 
THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY, ESQUIRE, 

Humbly slioweth. 
That vour Petitioner has been persecuted for upwards of fifteen 
years; and, for the last half of that period, separated from his 
children. 

That, to escape ruin, and find an asylum for his family, he went 
out, iu 1817» to Upper Canada, where he had landed property and 
friends : — ^That, there becoming popular, he excited the jealousy of 
men in power, was twice tried, and twice honourably acquitted. 

That, after this, his enemies becoming still more jealous, ordered 
him to leave the Province, under colour of an alien law; and merely 
because an individual swore he was seditious : on refusal, threw him 
into jail: detained him eight months without benefit of bail; and 
then banished him on proving the bare fact that he would not 
voluntarily depart, while so weak with confinement as to be unable 
to protest against proceedings. 

That, returning to Eughind, in 1819, he found his wife had been 
frightened out of a valuable farm without compensation: that his 



Members might reflect on tlie subject during the holidays. Yesterday I despatched 
a second letter, but not hearing from joo, or seeing any thirty in the Parliamentary 
Reports of the Petition, am afraid some accident hns happened. Will you then 
obKce me with two lines saying if my letters reached you, and if you decline pre- 
senting my Petition f return it to mc. 

Your obedient Senrant, 
Riehavd Martin, t^, M.P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Mr. Martin not replying to tlie last of these leUers, a friend of mine called at his 
bouse the 9lh of April* and brought away the Petition, which is now in consequence 
pvblisbed, and will thus, it is hoped, attract attention. 

I add the two following loiters to wind-up the concern. 

Home rf Correetwn, 
Dear Sir, Alareh 31, 18f5. 

Accept my thanks for your eontiiraed offers of additional comforts here. Nothing 
kijoies my health but using bread of an inferior quality, and often noxious. Could 
yoa ordef me to be supplied by tlie baker who serves the Uovernor all would be right 
as to this, and I sliould be greatly obliged to you. / 

Yours, truly. 
Doctor WfblK ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Dear Sir, AprU 13, 1825. 

Yon lemarked to-day that I was looking better* and I am indeed now perfectly 
well. It is worthy of notice that the bread furnished by your special order has not 
only improved my health, but leaves no craving in the stomaah, as the prison bread 
does. Much less satisfies hunger, insomuch that I do with three loaves a week, oi 
two pounds each, instead of the eight and three-quarter pound of the other, tliereby 
■aving a penny a day, which can be otherwise espended. 

Let the Magistrates see this for farther reflection on a very serioai subject to poor 

prisoners. 

^L ours blc 

Doctor Webb, ' ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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sfock bad been given away for balf its worth ; and tbat half put into 
bond for the security of his successor. He found, also, that a suit 
in Chancery had been revived against him ; and that provision for 
his children was disputed at law. Thus situated — deprived of all 
property, and labouring under. nervous, malady induced by cruel im- 
prisouQient abroad, he spent four years convulsed with distress, 
which was heightened to the utmost by the sudden death of his 
beloved wife! At last, by extraordinary efforts, having recovered 
health and strength, he beat his opponent in Chancery, and secured 
bis children's provision in tlie House of Lords. 

That, though thus lightened of care, he could not re-possess his 
property without public inquiry; neither could he set about regular 
employment for a livelihood, or rejoin his family, because of con- 
tinued persecution, tn this desperate situation, and having failed of 
gaining notice by Petitions to Parliament, the King in Council, and 
the King in person, he thought of an extraordinary^measure, which, 
being approved of by a friend, he executed coolly and deliberately: 
't*hat, for this act, in itself harmless, he was arrested, accused of 
madness, and, on the mere opinion of two doctors, confined in the 
prison-room of the House of Commons till the prorogation of Par- 
liament. 

That, after tliis, while walking home peaceably and quietly, he 
was arrested, carried before a magistrate, and by him committed 
to the House of Correction, Cold- bath-fields, merely because the 
^ifn» doctors. con$rmed their opinion on oath ; and under pretence 
that this brought your Petitioner within the meaning of the statute 
Setb and 46ith George III. chap. 94. 

That, on the 20th day of July, he was carried before Magistrates 
in Session^ and offered liberation on bail : but, . having experienced 
malignant effects from the imputation of insanity, and seeing^ from 
the array in court of Crown Lawyers and Doctors, that it was the 
decided intention to cast him out upon the world as a person of 
unsound mind, he refused to give bail, and was remanded to prison, 
where he now red^ains. 

That reflection on these unprecedented and revengeful proceedings 
assures him more and more that his resolution to hold out is neces- 
sary and proper. The effect of machinations against his reputation 
has been such that he is abandoned in prison by mauy relations and 
friends: his sisters have ceased to correspbnd with him; and bis 
daughters have been taught to address him in terms of reproach. 
Nqy, more, on the 9th March, 1825, a Petition was addressed 
*' unto the Right Honourable- the Lords vf Council and Session^ 
in Edinburgh, praying for an interference in the management of your 
Petitioner's affairs, on the plea that your Petitioner was now incapaci- 
tated for the management of the same, in consequence of the accusa- 
tions against him, the declarations of the doctors, and bis present 
state of durance. 

That granting bail would be corroborating the charge of insanity, 
and thereby fixing a taint upon your Petitioner and his family. 

That demanding bail for the good behaviour of a madman is 
absurd. 
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That demanding bail for keeping the peace^ wlien no one has 
expressed drcady is unnecessary. 

That substituting opinion for proof, where the liberty of the 
subject is concerned, must be considered a dangerous inroad on 
constitutional principle, a flagrant abose of law-practice, and, esta- 
"blished by precedent, would render the Habeas Corpus Act a dead 
letter. 

That your Petitioner having lost possession of his land in Canada 
by a mere expression of opinion, and being now deprived of lil>erty 
oo the same hollow ground, trusts that such flagrant outrage and 
.injnstrce will bring into notice the whole of his case, and obtain for 
.him that hearing which he has so long and so earnestly prayed for : 
will cause inquiry which may not only lead to his relief, but throW 
light on colonial policy and the system of the poor-laws. 

Respecting your Petitioner's conduct in the world, he most wil- 
lingly would refer to any com|)e(ent number of 'persons out of thou- 
sands who have known him in Fife, his native county ; in Wiltshire, 
where he kept house for seven years; in Canada; and in London. — ^ 
Respecting his moral character, as a husband, a father, a master, 
and a friend, he would refer to those who have lived under his roof 
for years, and others who have lodged with him elsewhere. — Respect- 
ing his habits of business, he would refer to correspondence and 
accounts/ by which, through a period of twenty years, he can chal- 
lenge all check, either in word or figure. — Respecting his opinions 
and principles, he would refer to books, and pamphlets, and papers, 
published by him in regular succession during sixteen years. — ^ 
Respecting bis sanity at the time of accusation, and when the doc-* 
tors gave their opinion, he would refer to persons who waited on him 

'day and night in the prison-room of the Honse of Commons; and 
he will subjoin hereto letters which were then addressed to the Right 
Honourable the Speaker. He would further refer to all who have 
conversed with him in the Honse of CorrecticHi. To establish, 
indeed, this point, so essential to his welfare, he has, from the first 
day of his confinement, written articles for i>ewspapers; addressed 
letters to visiting magistrates, and others, to prove how uniformly 
correct and cheerful he has been under the greatest trials — in want— ■ 

' in ignominy — ^and alone. To all these documents he would anxiously 
refer, not only on his own account and that of liis chikfren, but of 

' every British subject who may, m the same way, be caught by a 
pit-fall of law; be blighted hi character; and ruined beyond 
hope or consolation. — He wonld earnestly call tlie altention of your 

' Honourable House to the terrible coirsequences of adi^kting opinion 
for fact, by showing how very for from truth was that of the ttoctors 

' in question: h.e wouitl demonstrate that men, when |>aid for an 
opinion,^ wilh deceive not only the very elect, but theti>selves. 

Your Petitioner does, upon bis honour, declare, tl>at he never so 
much as thought of' breach of privilege in connexion with the act 
whicb caused his arrest: neither did tltat act proceed from irassion 
or pique. Oa the contrary, he. can prod Ujce >yrit ten testimony' of 
the reverse. Hfi declares, u|)on his honour, that, first and List, h« 
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acted on the principle of sacred duty to himself, tiis dkildren, und 
hi9 country • 

Your Petitioner trusts .thdt time has ^ow smoothed down irritation; 
'and that, after he has endured the greatest provocations vrith patience,) 
(equanimity, and good humour, he may find g;enerosity in the English 
breast, its-nati\-e seat. He therefore entreats that your Honourably 
^otise will not onl^ take the whole of these premises into Serious 
consideration, but review the Act.of 39 and 40 George ril.chap. 94, 
l» it affects the liberty of the subject: — -That fourteen petitions, 
written by him, and printed in the Journals of the House of Cooi- 
.mpps, be brought up and referred to a Committee : — That thii 

fet'ition [and its annexations*} he printed :*-^And that a coliiifii^ioa 
e forthwith fippointed to visit, examine^ and assist your Petitioner, 
if found worthy. 

And he will ever pray, 

tlOBERT GOtJ]^LAY, 



Copies of Leiters above referred'to. 

Home of Commons, June 17, 1824.. 
Sir, 
Last Friday, Mr. Brougham, in his place, confirmed to you, in 
ihe chair of the House of Commons, a report of my havnig assaulted 
.him in the lobby, apd made it appear as if I was a person of disor- 
• dered intellect. You caused doctors to^ visit me, who. have reported 
ine of unsound, mind: noiv, sir» this is a very serious charge; and, 
as I ^m the father of five children, I trust you will think of it at Once 
seriously, calmly, and considerately. It is proverbial for doctors to 
diffir; and, when the truth is known, the whole world, I trust, will 
differ from your doctors. Madmen do not communicate their des^ns. 
t concerted mine against Mr. Brougham in the lobby of the House of 
(Commons five months ago, with Doctor Joseph. Hamilton, who 
approved. Doctor H. received a liberal education; took out bis 
dfigree.as a physician^ at Edinburgh, six years ago; practised in 
jGanada several y^ars, and is in every way entitled to respect as a 
gentleman. I was born to the inheritance of landed estates in JPif^ 
dhire, both by father and mother; received the most liberal education; 
and was bred to no profession, only because my father thought he 
bad abundance to support me as a gentleman, In my native county, 
wfajere J resided till thirty years of age, I visited families of the first 
ranky ^nd had a standing invitation to dine with the Lord Lieutenant 
I became a tenant to the Duke of Somerset, not from any wish to 
make a livelihood by farming, biit with great and good objects in 
view. I lived, a married man, in Wiltshire, seven years. I could 
get hundreds, in every rank, to attest that my conduct,, during that 



^' — 



* Thcf^ enclosed ivords will be ttrack out of the petition before it ii preseated' 
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periofitj wa« mapfom^j? resf^Aqf »lde pad cprrect: and, tbre« wek 9 
ago, k»o)biiig forward to vtf^^ migbl bapj^, I wrote to a clergsr^ai\ 
of th^ Cburcl^ o^ £41^1^ t|iQf9> intifoatingvthat t might yvrnt froin, 
1h9 aii4 fome ^f Ms neight»#Hrs a certificate a9 ta my character an(| 
^ondiio^* 

FoV.ttie last seven years I have been exposed to triali wbieli would 
iMite dfiven most men m^; buU I bave weathered the storm q( 
^versily, and aai i^ow clearer-lieaded than ever I was before in my 
life. On tbfs yer|^ of madness, I yielded to circumstances: brok^ 
Stones for the bigbway, and cured myueiS of a nervous malady whicf^ 
for three years tore me to pieces and marred all my projects; TfaiSi 
sir, was any thing but the act of a man of uaSound mind, for 
nothing but uncommon strength and toughness would have carried 
me through. Since, tbetii I have beaten the Duke of S'omerset out 
of Chancery, and gained for my children £3000 in the House of 
Lords, which I did contrary to the advice of my friends — ^from 
knowing better than them my bwiiness. 

The first evening that I was confined here I wrote out a petition to 
the Houle of Commons^ declaritig^tbat I had no intention to insult 
the House, aild v^iis sorry any thing of the kind should be supposed. 
That petition I could get no one to present : and another bas been 
equally unforianate ; in consequence of which I now address yoir by 
letter, to entreat that I diay be called to the bar of Parliapienty.and 
liave » Comimittee appointed to inquire specially iu|o my whole -cast; 
which, not only lor my own sak^ but that of the public, is worthy 
of being thus honoured. I would not, sir, appeal to Scripture but 
as h is part and pariJel of the law of England. ^ We read in Smpturii 
of Christ whipping people in the temple; of bis ordering a sword tQ 
be lurried in his company; aiid of his being in auger. All thia I 
4:oBtider fkir precedent, and what sbonld induce you to give ma fair 

I have the hantijur to be» 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
The Right HommrakU tht Speak&. 



PHson^Roomj House 4>f Commops^ 
June 18, 1824. 
Sir# 
. 1 wrote to you yesterday; ^A^ while unnoticed in my present 
aitaationi yon cannot wonder at my addressing you a second time, to 
protest against unfair treatment,' and again to beg for a hearing at 
.tke liar of the House. 

Had I committed tiie act for which I am confined in prison, and 
with violence declaring that I wished to insult the Bouse, as Well as 
one of its Members, there would even then have been a limit to 
chaatisement; but what ean l>e worse, and where is the limit, con- 
denning me upon mere suspicion, and the opinion of two doctors, 
after a lew loose conversations 1 Is this suffipient to set me down s^ 
a pemon of unsound mind, who nyust be delivered over to the keeping 
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of my friendsy or forcibly ^ent to Bedlam? FeKx (JPestos) did not 
so much iDJore Paid, wiien he thought him mad ; nor did the ia- 
^enious Frenchman, ivfao got to Paris by writing /* poison for the 
Jdng" on a parcel of brick-dust, suffer for it. Sir, could I gain my 
^ds, even by jstakiug life on the venture, I should be contented, and 
my country benefited beyond measure. " Fear came upon ail" and 
long^go proclaimed Ignorance «a coward* Ignorance would call it 
treason to puil the King by the nose, while, in fact, it might be sacred 
duty. Suppose his M^esty to fall into a narrow well, from whence 
he could not be got out but bv using his nose as a handle, would it not 
be justifiable to pull him by it ? 

I am, most respectfully. 

Yours, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
The Right HonourMe the Speaker. 



Prison- Room, House of CommoMt 
June 20th, W24. 
Sir, 
According to your orders, I am visited daily by one or two doctm?, 
the same who reported me of unsound mind. I trust before the end 
of the session they will recant, and report me (juite the reverse. 
That they may know me the better, I talk to them freely; and am 
sorry there is not a window iu my breast for them to see my heart, 
instead of jiidging by conversation only. They have not yet handled 
tuy head, and unless they ask leave, I shall Believe them to have. more 
sense than mere phrenologists. As it is an established factj that ** great 
mt tomadnessis allied ,* we shall not quarrel becauseof the first report. 
It was very like the act of a madman to whip a member of your -Ho- 
nourable House within tlie threshold ; but so were a hundred deeds 
of greater -men than your prisoner, to say nothing of hitn who should 
be our example in all things. I was, sir, from infancy, of a sanguine, 
speculative, and enthusiastic temperament, and the concatenation of 
events conspired to heighten this. Jnst now six years ago, after being 
most cruelly, most unjustly, and most unnecessarily imprisoned for 
six months, t was still more cruelly, unjustly, and unnecessarily shut 
up within n room of the prison for six weeks, by the end of which 
time, weakeued au.d exasperated, my nervous system was seriously 
injured ; and being banished without proof of crime,-T~banished froiu 
a country where I'had property and friends, good intentions and great 
liope of accomplishment-^'! came home to England only to discover 
^eater misfortunes, and to be exposed to the greatest of all trials. 
Poiiryears, sir, have gone by, iu which, were my history detailed, the 
wonder would be, how I had strength of niind and sufficient good 
principle to sustain me. It is only a month ago, since real comfort 
dawned upon me through a decision of the Lords, which ens^ured 
bread to my ciiildren, long most unjustly withheld;, and. it Is only 
within this month that I have enjoyed any thing like unalloyed happiness 
*sfor theses last fuur^oomy years ;^6nly within this month that I' have 
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fdt assurance, that I may yet recover from trials and make advan^i 
lage of it. 

Thisy^sir, is Suuday,— a day which I was bred up to liold sacred^ 
and which I shall ever revere even as a civil institution. This is a day 
on which you ought to reflect seriously, — on which, fVeeidg your mind 
from all the fashions of men, you should think abstractly of pure 
goodness. I have petitioned Parliament on great subjects syste^ 
matically for eight years, and my Petitions of the last four years have 
been recorded in the Parliamentary Jdurnals. Say nothing of lay 
private concerns, in which I can produce documents to attest my cor* 
rectness,*— accounts and correspondence regularly filed through a 
period of upwards of twenty years. Say nothing of my having been 
Deset, for the greater part of that time, by law persecution, und in 
every instance having come off coniqueror. Say nothing of my being 
abut up here and reported of unsound mind, when the very doctors 
themselves will be brought to a better opinion. Say nothing of all 
this, but take my printed Petitions of 1820, 1821, 1822, 1823, and 
1824: — take these petitions, and let me be judged by them. These 
l^etitions, sir, will not only acquit me from charges of being unsound 
in mind ; but, if you will on this day peruse them,- -(and they are not 
unfit for perusal this day,) — if you will on this day, sacred to truth and 
goodness, seriously peruse these Petitions, you will think me worthy 
to be heard at the bar of Parliament; or, if you would rather have it^ 
before a Committee. in this room, to plead specially on the prayers of 
my Petition^ to answer to interrogatories, and to amplify. The sub- 
jects are out of sight, the most important for inquiry of any which noW 
coiiceni the welfare of the world, — poor-law reform and emigration 
connected ^ith it ; — the improvement of the British peasantry, and 
the spread of industrious honest men throughout the earth, — ^the 
igrowth of humanity and the glory of God. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

The Right fi4>nourab!e the Speaker. 

PHsan-Roam, House of ComrnQfu^ 
June 21, 1824. 

Sir, 
1 shall annex below, certificates which are undoubtedly better an- 
thority than that of Doctors Monro and Sir George Tuthill, however 
high these gentlemen may rauk professionally ; also, a list of Petitions 
tiftluded to in my letter of yesterday, which I should be glad 'were 
i>'rought up and submitted to a Committee of the House of Commooa. 
• I am, yoursy &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
^Uu Might Honourable the Speaker, : 



CERTIFICATES. 

1 have been intimately' acquainted with Robert Gourlay (now con- 
fined bv order of the JElouse of Commons} siuqc the month of 



Jaaiiny fiiflt» and htnrc visited Mm daily during fab prdsent confine 
tneot* I never knew any one more regularly cheerful, more deter** 
omied In prtdcrf^ei or more cohsistent In conduct. 

JAMES BARBER, Surgeonv 
June 19y 1824« 

South-street, Finsbi^ry-square, 
June 19, 1824. 
I bave kiiown Mi'. Robert Gourlay (now confined )>y order of the 
HoQsre of Commotis) for more than three years; and, during much 
«f Mi periodi he was a daily visiter at the London Institution, where 
bis conduit w«f uniformly regular and proper. 

Ha hai repeatedly consnlted me as his medical adviser and surgeon; 
Oh lliese occasions his conversation was always sensible ; and, even 
wtiite au€Mng aci^te pain from a contusion, his fiofw of spirits was 
#^a(arty dMetf«i. 

L. LEESE. 



h >iM^h White, of Wily^ in Wiltshire, served Robert Gourlay 
(M«v oonfitt^d by authority of the Speaker of the House of Com* 
iMSHs) fbr ie^ral years as a latuHservant; and afterwards bad him 
Alt' a lodg«r for three motfths in the year 1822. ^ In his conduct to 
iM?, anti «V^ry body, he was uniformly kind^ civil, and indulgent. 
He was pundtual in his payments, and orderly in all his affairs* 
From my eaperteoce, I should suppose no man further removed 
from iAsatiity. 

JOSEPH WHITE* 
infant Sehod, Spital-^elds, 
Jme 15, 1€M. 



13, d^ftan^etreet, FinsJniry, 
June 15, 1824. 
We hereby certify that Robert Gourlay (now confined by .an order 
of the House of Commons) has been our lodger for the greater part 
4if tlite last three yearn : — ^that we have uniformly found him punctual 
in his payments, regular in his habits, quiet, orderly, and civil to 
every body :— that, so far from being insane, we can say, from all our 
^Rperience of him, that no rann, in our opinion, is less so. 

JAME« PRESSEY & ELIZABETH PRESSEY* 



We, who have long lodged, and some of us for years, in the same 
•house with Mr. Gourlay, viz. No. 18, Clifton-street, Finsbury, have 
never had the sdiailest reason to dissent from what is above s^rmed 
•by Mr. and Mrst Pressey. 

EDMONDE DE LA TOUR—WILLIAM BEAI^D— 

JAMES BARBER. 



List of PetitionSi^ 
lst> presented by Sir J« Mackintosh •.•«•••• July IS, tWk 
2d, prcseated by Sir J. MaekiBtosh •••••« t # Jane 1^, 18S1« 
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3d, pre^entesd by jDHr. Hume ,,.,,,,», Feb.27. 18112: 

5th' J P^®"*"^*^ h Mr. BroiijgluMn •.,.,..... •J.uljr ^t i83«, 

6tli, presented by Hr, Grey fieomt * . . Juw 5> IA03* 

T'th, presented by Mr. John Benett .•...•• .Jane IQ, X93S* 

8tb, presented by Mr. Home •••...•• .June ZT, 1823. 

9lh, ^ 

lOtb, 2 presented by Sir J. B. A»t1ey r. March, 18%^. 

11th, J 

12th, presented by Sir J. D. Attley .Joae, 1834* 

13th, presented by Mr. Coke June, 1824. 

141b, presented by Mr. Scarlett • . • J'une,.lSe4. * 



^^— •■""■^^■■^■■~"~^"" ■' "— i^"^ 



' * The 4ibove Petition was sent to Mr. Stnatt Woilley, and tlia fdUowing corre- 
.^wodence bus enwie^. 

Hotue if Cvrr^etion, Otld-haUt^fieidi, 
JforeAj29, lfi2S. 
Sir, 
Having beard, from all quarters, thqit yo.u are a staunch government 9ian, yvt per- 
fectly independent in principle, opinion, and conduct, — ** Statesman, yet Jmnd 4p 
'truth," 1 resolved, some time ago, to entrust you with the accompanying Petition ; 
and a Iciend, who has been my regular visiter in this place, if oiild baVe wfu^eU 
jm yon with it last week, but w/is ^^eply called from town, to atteiid his ftttkBS^iB 
,fiiqera],.and, I ara afraid, may not return till after the adjournment of thtf Home of 
Commons. 

In this situation, mfiy I request of you merely tO' offer tlie Petition to be printed, 

-for perusal of members during the tecess ; and my friend Jtfhn William Bannister, 

.Ssq. stadientoof-law, will wait upon you, for personal commuiucatiQn, the rend of ,Ui|s 

Feek or beginning of next. The only thing requiring particular notice would ^ to 

secure the printing of the Amiexations along with the Petition, that being .out Q,f i^l\e 

common course. 

I have the bonoufto be, sir. 

Your obedient servftnt, 
J. ^uart WTortley, Esq. M.P, ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Curton-Mreet, March ^9, 1825. 
Sir, 
I have tp^acknowledge the receipt of the enclosed PeBtion as well as the accom- 
' P*^iftg letter. • The House of Commons would not; I co«u:eiye, order the ** Annex" 
vtioM^\ to the Petition to be printed; and if, therefore, yqu wish .the. Petition to be 
presumed without them, it will l>e necessary foryoo to write that out distinct from the 
" Annexation?," and omit the prayer for the Petition and <* Annexations" to be printed ; 
in whlcb case I have no objection to present it so altered* T should, however, add, 
that 1 am about to leave London to-inoriiow moroii^j andlibat I .caonot, therefore, 
piesQiit the Petition until ipy rt^tiirii- about the 2Qlh of 4s^^^* 

J ara, sir, ' 
Robert Gourlay, Esq. Your .very limnble servant, 

^Signed) 'J. StUART WORTLEY. 

House, tf Correction, Caidrbath-fields, 
April ^, .1824. 
Sir, 
Having received youp letter of 29th ultimo, and consulted on the subjeqt,. J[ baf e 
now only to say that' 1 shall' cheerfully agree to your proposal. 
^ On ypar return to town,' my Petition, altered, shall .be delWered to you, by n^y 
• friend, of whom you cannot too free)y inqixire as to ^me,a|id |he trying piecU(;iuiioiit 
in which I am placed. 

Ydur obedient servant, 
J. Stuart Woftley, Esq. ' ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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TAa/ the reader may at once have opportunity of peruring the 
monstro^is statute of Upper Canada, which appears above, page 11 — 
and that by which I have a Hcond time been entrapped^ I hire sub- 
join a copy of 

39th and 40th GEORGE III. CAP. XCIV. 

An Act for the safe custody of Insane Persons charged with 
offences, f 28f A July, WOO.) 

Preamble. WHEREAS persoQS .charged wHh liigli treason, murder, or 
felony, may have been or may be of unsound mind at the 
time of committing the offence wherewith they may have 
been or shall be charged, and by reason of such insiiBity 
may have been or may be found not guilty of such offence, 
and it may be dangerous to admit persons so acquitted to go 
The Jury, in ^* large: bcit therefore enacted, by the King's Most Ex- 
case of any cellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
>im^d Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this present 
.sobJ^&c!*' Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
KTnSme* *^*^ '" ^^^ cascs where it shall be given in evidence upon the 
to declare trial of any person charged with treason, murder, or felony, 
' was acquu. that such persou was insane at the -time of the commission 
.mfa^mmt" ^^ ^"^^ offeuce, and such person shall be acquitted, the 
and'Vhe*^^ jury shall be required to find specially whether such person 
Court shall was insane at the time of the commission of such offence, 
be*ke?t*h»^° an<^ to declare whether such person was acquitted by theni, 
niruL^^" on account of suph insanity; and if they shall find that 
je8»y*» Pica- such person was insane at the time of the committing 
known, &c. such offence, the court before whom such trial shall be had, 
shall order such person to be kept in strict custody, in such 
place and in such manner as to the court shall seem fit, 
until His Majesty's pleasure shall be known ; and it shall 
thereupon be lawful for His Majesty to give such order -for 
the safe custody of sticli person, during his . pleasure, in 
such place and in such manner as to His Majesty shall 
seem fit ; and in all cases where any person, before the 
passing of this act, has been acquitted of any such offences 
on the ground of insanity at the time of the commissioo 
thereof, and has been detained in custody as a dafigertfus 
person, by order of the court before whom such person has 
been. tried, and still remains in custody, it shall be lawful 
for His Majesty to give the like order for the safe custody 
of such person, during His pleasure, as His Majesty is 
hereby enabled to give in the cases of persons who shall 
hereafter be acquitted on the ground of insanity. 
dSJS^fo!^" n. And be it further enacted. That if any person in- 
J55*^J^»^<^» dieted for any offence shall be insane, and shall upon ar- 
Armign- raisumcnt be found so to be, by a Jury lawfully impannelled 

ment founds °*i .. *l » u x "L J^' ^ 

tobeinsane, for that purpose, SO that such person cannot be tried upon 
TriknSey ^^^^h indictment, or if, upon the trial of any person so in- 
fwmi^^'** dieted, such person shall appear to the jury charged with 
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fttqii indictment to be iniane, it tball jbe iMtM 1^ ^be.haif^^r 
•court before wbom an^ such pertoo shall be brought to be t>>«>n.to bt 
arraigned or tried as aforesaid, to direct such fiodittg to be cn«<!dy tm 
. recorded, and thereupon to order such person to be kept ^'^^^piea. 
in strict custody until His Majesty's pleasure shall ^^|^b?J|^ 
known; and if any person charged with any offence -sbi^U 
.be brought before any court to be discharged for wapi of 
prosecutioiif and such person shall appear lo be insane, it 
shall be lawful for such court to order a .{.ury to be impanr 
nelled to try tlie sanity of such person ; and if ,the jury so 
kBpannelled shall find such person to be insaqe, it shall be 
lawful £ar such court to order such person to be kept m 
strict custody, in such place and in such maoBfir as to such 
court shall seem fit, until His Majesty's pleasure shall bt 
known; and in all cases of insanity so found, it shall be 
lawful for His Majesty to give such order for the safe ciis*- 
lody of such person so found to be insane, during His 
{pleasure, in such place and in such manner as -to His Ma<- 
Jcftt y shall seem fit. 

III. And, for the better prevention of crimes l>eipg com- Venon 
mitteii by persons insane, be it farther euac|ed. That if 9oy b^^^a'IIy ^^ 
person shall be discovered and apprehended under c^ircuoH account^ or 
stances that denote a derangement of -mind » ^ifd » purpose ^^^f dan- 
of committing some crime, /or loAtcA, if commif.te4t suchfnnMl,lhan 
person would be liable to be indkud, «nd any of :His Ma* ^^^t^by ^' 
jesty's justices of tbe.peace before whom jsucii'|icffs«n.majrj^''i|^* 

be brought shall think fit to is»ue a ws^rra^t for comniiUiog 
him or her as a dangerous person suspected to be in^iine^ 
such cause of commitnfent tiei^g plainly expressed m the 
^irarraHt, the person so con^pitted si^dl qot be baUed e^focpt 
hy two Justices of the Peace, one whereof ;shail be tbejusv 
lice who has issued such warrant, or ^y thecpurt offxemt* 
ral Ctuarter Sessions, ^or by one of tjbe Judges of His Mat 
jesty's Courts in Westminster Ball, qr by tlije Lard Chan«^ 
cellor. Lord Kee;per, or Commissioiiers of the. Gr^at Seal. 

IV. i\nd whereas insane persons have, at different tioMrtri The Prity 
endeavoured to. gain admittance to his Msgesty'spre$en€«,^y Sarof the 
intrusion on his Majesty's palaces and ^ places of residence If^^^J^^ 
andx>therwi^, and his Msgesty's person may beendan^pered may cause 
by reason of the insanity. of such persons: be it t|ier«fMe maring't?' 
enacted. That if.any person who shall appear, to he in^aae ^d"end^ 

' shall endeavour to gain admittance to his Majesty'^ preseoce, vouringto 
by intrusion on any of his Majesty's palaces or places of re- unceto'ni^ 
aidence, or otherwise, so that there may be reason to appre- bl^tepun^ 
bend that his Majesty's person may be, endangered, it shall fy^'Y^'jjf ^^^ 
be lawful for his Majesty's Privy Council, or one of hib t*f mcu hIs/I 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of Stale, to cause &uch jwr- Ju"i^d7n"o 
sou to be brought before them or him ; and if upon exa- ne/S^r^r'*' 
mination it shall appear that there is reason to apprehend directed,^^* 
such person to be insane, and that the perbon of Jiis Ma- 
jesty may be endangered by reason of the insanity of Siueb 
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person. It shall be lawful for his Majesty's Privy Council* 
or one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, to 
order such person to be kept in safe custody in such place, 
and in such manner, as according to circumstances shall be 
ascertained ; and for such purpose, it shall be lawful for the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for 
the Custody of the Great Seal of Great Britain, to award 
a commission under the said Great Seal, directed to certain 
commissioners to be therein named, to inquire into the 
sanity of such person, and whether the person of his Ma- 
jesty may be endangered by reason of the insanity of such 
person, and for such purpose, to direct the sheriflP of the 
county where such person shall be, to summon a jury to try 
the sanity of such person, and whether his Majesty's person 
may be endangered by reason of the insanity of such person, 
in the same manner as juries are summoned to try the sanity 
of persons on a commission in the nature of a writ de lunatico 
inquirendo ; and if upon the inquisitfon so taken it shall be 
found that such person is so far insane that the person of bb 
Majesty may be endangered by reason of the insanity of such 
person, it shall be lawful for the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for the Custody of the 
Great Seal for the time being, to take order for the safe 
custody of such person, so long as there shall be reason to 
apprehend that the person of his Majesty mav be endangered 
by reason of the insanity of such person ; and if It shall after- 
wards appear that such person shall have recovered the use 
of his or her reason, so that there shall be no longer any 
. reason to apprehend any danger to his Majesty's person, 
from the insanity of such person, it shall be lawful for the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Commissioners for 
the custody of the great seal for the time being, to inquire 
into the fact by such means as to him or them shall seem 
proper ; and if it shall appear to his or their satis^ction, 
that such person has so far recovered the use of his or her 
reason, that there is no ground for apprehending anv daa- 
ge*r to His Majesty's person from the Insanity of such per- 
son, it shall be lawful for the said Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Keeper, and Lords Commissioners respectively, to direct 
snch person to be dis^cbarged from custody, either abso- 
lutely or conditionally, or under restrictions, as to him or 
them sliall seem meet. 
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(A. as.) 

To the Honourable ihe Commons, tic. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY* 

Humbly showeUi, 

That your Petitioner having carefully perused a Bill now 
in progress before your Honourable House» en^tled^ " ^ Bill to 
enable His Majestij to grant to a company certain lands in the 
Province of Upper -Canada ; and to invest the said, company with 
certain powers and privileges thereto,'' loses no time in protesting 
against passing tlie said Bill, conceiving that the measure has not 
been sufficiently weighed, and seeing upon the face of the bill itself 
the clearest evidence that the business is not sufficiently understood. 
Your Petitioner presumes to speak cooiidentiy and boldly ou 
this subject from right, knowledge, and experiepce. In the year 
1807, be acquired, by marriage, a share of certain lands in Upper 
Canada ; and in 1810, paid money for other lands which he pur- 
chased there. In the year 1817 he went abroad to Upper Canada, for 
the purpose among others, of viewing and ascertaining the value of 
his. property ; but found it then unsaleable because of certain inter- 
ferences on the part of the local Government with the operation of 
British statute law, then notorious ; and which your E^etitioner could 
yet make evident at the bar of your Honourable House, or before any 
committee, commission, or board. Your Petitioner travelled through 
the whole extent of Upper Canada, then settled— circulated queries 
and obtained much, information as to the Province in every way. 
With this information, and a general knowledge of British agricul- 
ture, acquired by study, travelling, and practice, as a farmer in 
Scotland and England during a period of twenty years, he was able to 
form not only correct notions of the value of land in Upper Ca- 
nac!a, but to see how this could be greatly increased. Thus quali- 
fied, and having also travelled, in the United States of America, to 
make inquiries as to tJie management of land there, he despatched a 
Jetler to England, dated 24th March, 1818, to be laid before Lord 
Bathurst ; and which, he has reasun to believe, was laid before his 
Lordship, whereki it was asserted, that '' Upper Canada might 
." yield a handsome revenue ; and thai the public lands, well ma- 
*\ naged, could qfford to maintain two regiments ; repair, and 
" keep in repair, all the forts ; and, after ten years, yield Govern"' 
foment an annual rent of one Kundred thousand pounds" Being 
detained in the Province sixteen months after this letter was des- 
patched, your Petitioner's knowledge was greatly increased ; his 
schemes for improving the value of land were matured ; and his 
views of rendering British North America valuable to the nation 



* Presented by Mr. Hume, 3d of May, and ordered to be printed 6th of May, 
1825. 
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|featlv extended. Ketorning to England, he slated lo.every Mem- 
ber of the House of Commoli^y by ^ circular printed letter, dated 
June 10, 1820, that '* Upper Canada, imieai ef costing this caun- 
try a large sUm(^m%msi UPfiaintain it ^ouU jfifld annually a 
handsome revenue to the JBritish Government: that instead a/ 
remaining tkk poarM, U may speedily become the richer part of 
l^orth America ; that it may this very year give employment and 
*' bread to 50,000 of the poor inhabitants of Britain ; and for 
** many years to come, qfford annuity a sinnlaf drain for redun- 
*' dant population. — Lastly, that it may be made a permmoM aftd 
^' secure bulwark to the British empire instead of being a- lure i& 
^^ its invasion and downfall.**— To ylfuiitn^ and pfye IbeM ptm- 
tions your Petitioner put to press a work intended to be published 
iit succiessive volumes, but when the 6rst was ready foi* pubiicatio^r 
ft melancholy domestic calamity unfitted him fot busmesy, a*d a 
Series of disasters foilowed, which uitimatety marred M hh design! 
—lost to him £500 expended on the work, which Mi t» the gHNind, 
unavailing and short of the volume wherein was to have Men set 
forth his plans of improvement and illustration. Me fnrtfher c«rre« 
sponded with the Colonial Department ; and for s^teral years bA-^ 
dressed letters to distinguished Members of Parliament togain ikm 
tice, but could not succeed even though he had four Fefttions pre- 
sented and ordered to be printed, lath July, 1820 ; ^7t^ June, 
1821; 27th February, 1822; and 18th July, 1822. He has itill 
nevertheless kept a steady eye on all t^at relates to North America* 
Provinces, and has watched the progress of the Canftda Coaspatty, 
iThis company has, without consulting your Petitioner, copied into 
its prospectus of fifty-seven pages, no lesai than seventeen pages of 
his work, and six of these pages, the most important, without oTeti 
acknowledging the plagiarism. Your Petitioner, from many consi- 
derations, suspecting that this business was not fully understood, 
l^rote a letter to the Lord Chancellor under date, September 6th, 
1824, as follows : '' Should your Lordship think Jit to lay the 
"* whole brfore the King for actual petusal, I shall be happy to 
•* enter into explanations of the vast scheme of eohneeting poar4ma 
** reform with emigration, which has engaged my^th&ughts for seven 
*' years, and which no other person seems to have cantempkUed, 
'* though of the utmost consequence to national welfare. After 
** the American war, Mr. Oswald, a London fherehant,^ was em- 
'* trusted with settling the boundaries between the United StaM 
** And Canada. He gave away territory equal in extent to tht 
'* then settled part of the United States, which might hav^ been 
•' retained, and afterwards shed tears for his error. Preoomt Mi- 
•• histers have agreed to sell to a tompany the Government reoerves of 
'* Canada, and half the church lands, without consulting ParliamesU, 
or duly considering the good which might accrue to Ewgland,fr«m 
judicious management, and due preparation. If you thsmk tkeot 
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" (^'4^9'^ ItUtiktl^ ipholeof nmh afn^equence thai I tIMlmifr 
^ scribe Me Bfjforf. K7i/ft««^«, — and am, 

'* Your Lordship's obedimt servanir 

ROBERT GQURLAY. 

" mtm^i0 i»^ dgmngl W* J. Humphb^y, 
« *rrr#/. J Th^MAiS Ca]|Lo«. 

- lb fAf Right Han. the Lord ehtmceKorr 

Yoiur PetitioiKr naw earnestly entreats, that before the Canada Biii 
» passed, bis PeUtioasof 12tbJul3f,182a-^27tb June, 1821— 27lb 
Feb. 1822 ; and 18tb July« 1822, be broug^ht up and reconsidered* 
That your Petitioner may either l>« examined an this subject at the bar 
of your Honourable House, or before a Conamiltee, Cooimission, oi 
Board, appointed for inquiry as to North Anxericau Provinces aJid 
etBJgrsitioo : also, that this Petition may be printed. 

And be will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAV. 

(A. 24-) 

To the Right Honourable the I^ord^ of Council and Semon* 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAV* 

Humbly sho\yeth, 

That it was intimated to your Petitioner, for the first 
lime, 00 the 20th April, 1825, that Thomas Henderson, farmer* 
at Newton, of Weymss, had petitiqued your Lordships for behoof of 
your Petitioner's children ; aod the san>e day his printed PetiUPQ* 
qated 9lh March, 1825, was put into ^our Petitioner's bands. 

That the said Petition commences with stating^ that he« tbe.aaid 
Thomas Henderson, *' is under the necessiij/ of applying to ths 
'* Court for the appointment of a factor to uplift, discharge, and im 
" vest a certain sum of money ^ the vroptrty of the minqrSf^'-r\ 
meaning your Petitioner s children ; and, aAer setting forth circum- 
stances, proceeds as follows: " It therefore becomes necessary to, 
" uplift these sums, and invest them securely for behoof of the part 
** ties interested. It would, properly speaking, be the duty of Mr^ 
Robert Gourlay himseff to execute this business, as tr¥stee for, 
his children; but he is now absent from Scotland, apd in pec^ 
liar circumstances which preclude him from doing so. In point 

3f fact, Mr. Gourlay was taken into custody in the month, of 
une last, by warrant of the House of Commons, for an assault 
** upon Mr. Brougham, one of the Members, in the lobby of thi 
" 6q^se. The examination of i)rs. Sir George Tuthill and Munrq 
** having satisfied the House that he was then in a state of insanity^ 
'* he was kept in confinement till t^ close of the Session of Parlia- 
** ment, ana being then of cqi^fse liberated^ he was immediately^ 
" thereafter apprehended upon a warrant issued by the Bow-stree^ 
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^ Despatched by pott, 9ll> ^'^J* l^^* un4er cov^r '^ To the ttight Honourablf 
the Lord TretlderU tf ike Qwiri tfSmwn, Edhbur^/' 
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*' fnagUtrates, in consequence of its having been thought necehsory 
*^ in cei^tain high quarters, to have hini still in coercion. Tht meditai 
** gentlemen who had been examined by the House of Commons were 
again examined on oath before the magistrates, and swore that 
they were still of the same opinion as to his state of mind, in which 
they were confirmed by obsef*ving his manner during the exami- 
nation then going on. Sir George Tuthili added, that he thought 
" Mr. Gourldy was a dangerous person, and not fit to be suffered to 
go abroad ; whereupon the magistrates committed him to the ses- 
sions, under the act of Parliamemt, there to be further dealt with : 
and he has remained in confinement ever since. 

It further appears to the Petitioner that there are other grounds, 
which of themselves render it necessary that the matter should be 
managed under the authority of your Lordships, and which en- 
title the Court to appoint a factor for that purpose. The Peti- 
tioner here alludes to a collision of interests between Mr.Gourlay and 
the children, which arises thus : — It will be observed, that Oliver 
Gourlay*s estate having only paid dividends, there is a deficiency 
in the sum provided to the children by the grandfather ; and for this 
deficiency, Mr. Robert Gourlay is liable, pei^sonally, by his contract 
•* of marriage, as cautioner for his father. But Mr. Gourlay has no 
property, of any description, in this country, out of which to make 
up the deficiency, nor any employment, nor means of subsistence, 
so far as the Petitioner knows ; and being, also, not altogether free 
of debt, there is reason to apprehend, that if he were to get posses- 
** sion of this fund, it might be either attached by his creditors, or 
" employed in their payment, or that it might be otherwise not securely 
•* invested. In fact, a design to pay debt with part of it, has been 
** already intimated by Mr. Gourlay ; and therefore the Petitioner 
[^ has felt it his duty to the children, to make the present application, 
^' that the money may be laid out upon heritable security in Scotland, 
** for behoof of the parties entitled thereto, by a fact or named by the 
" Court." 

Having quoted this much froui the petition of Thooias Henderson, 
^^our Petitioner denies that he is in circumstances which preelade 
him from uplifting and investing the sums of money in question. 
He denies that the" medical gentlemen were confirmed in their 
opinion by observing your Petitioner's manner during the examina- 
tion. He denies that Sir George Tuthill added that he was a dan- 
gerous person, and not fit to be suffered to go abroad. He denies 
that there are other circumstances which render it necessary that 
the matter should be managed under authority of your Lordships. 
He denies that he is liable, personally, as cautioner for his father. 
He denies that there is reason to apprehend, that if he were to get 
possession of the fund in question, it might be either attached by 
Iiis creditors, or employed in their payment ; or that it might l>e 
otherwise not securely invested. He denies that a design to pay 
debt with part of it has been already intimated in the least degree 
to endanger the same. Having said so much in contradiction, your 
Petitioner has u6w to state, that though he is in coufinement, he 
remains so only till he gives bail, which he has refused to give, cou- 
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ceiviDgthat, by doing so^ be woald, under circumstances, fasten upon 
bimself and hi» fanily, the taint of insanity. — That it is notorious he 
is in no degree insane, whatever doctors, paid for an opinion, may 
have said, and that the offer of having liberty on bail is proof that 
he is not considered a dangerous person. — ^That so far from his con- 
finement precluding him from the transaction of buBiness, it does, 
io fact, enable him to nhanage his affairs, better than he could 
otherwise do under circumstances ; and before he heard of Thomaf 
Henderson's petition, he had commenced correspondence with an 
agent in Fifeshire, respecting the investment of the fund in question, 
on a land. security in that county. It is here proper to remark, that 
the fund to be uplifted consists of principal and interest. The prin- 
cipal sum was provided to go either to one ormore of your Petitioner's 
children^ after his death, as he may decide. The interest is at your 
Petitioner's disposal, without question, on the part of his children, 
or any one else. It is a provision, however, so clearly destined for 
the maintenance of his family, ths^t he dreads no threat as to its 
being seizable by his creditors ; and ^jnch a threat beiug communi- 
cated last September, to Mr. Chalmers, solicitor, Westminster, by Mr. 
Clark, writer to the signet^ Edinburgh, for your Petitioner's infor- 
mation, he, Mr. Chalmers, answered immediately, that it was '* nn- 
just and absurd/^ and advised bringing an action, in your Petitioner's 
name, for payment of the said interest. 

As to the assertion that your Petitioner has no property of any 
description, nor any employment, nor means of subsistence, he 
has to state that Thomas Henderson has been the chief cause of his, 
your Petitioner's greatest misfortunes, and this he will prove, should 
it be required. That he ha^ a disposition to be troublesome^ vexa- 
tious, and malignant, needs no proof out of hb own petition, whicb, 
as it is altogether unnecessary, must appear to every impartial mind 
to be infamous, tending not oaly to ruin your Petitioner's credit, but 
to fix upon him and his children the taint of insanity. — Your Peti- 
tioner has not only to deprecate such a petition, but to complain of 
William Clark, W.S. who has suffered his name to be attached to it, 
as agent. Your Petitioner first employed William Clark as his agent, 
in 1807: — never withdrew from him his agency, and does not con- 
ceive he is at liberty to throw the same up — far less to take part 
against your Petitioner, under present circumstances. 

Xour Petitioner, trusting that so odious a petition as that of Tho- 
mas Henderson may be voluntarily withdrawn, has delayed all 
formal opposition to it, up to this 9th day of May, 1825, when he 
has written his agent, Mr. Chalmers, who corresponds with Mr. 
Clark, that leave may be obtained for answering it if required; and 
under circumstances, he deems it prudent thus earnestly to entreat 
. that no unfair advantage shall be allowed, either to Thomas Hender- 
son or his agent ; but if it is necessary, that he, your Petitioner, 
should appoint another agent, in the place of William Clarkf tbat 
your Lordships may grant time for appointment of the same. 

According to justice, &c. . , . , 

ROBERT eoORL/^Y, 
House of Correction, Cold-hndh^fields^ 
London^ 9th Mai/, 1825. 



lie 

.(A/25.) ■ 
SPo the Honourt^h ihe CMiinums, i^. 
THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAt 

Tlldt your P^litiower Htn -htfd two petitmns, rel^kfiBg »5 
Hit Court of Cliaucerv, presetircrf to ytwr If onourtiWe H6u»e, vfar. 
on f fa« 22d and dOtb M»rch, 1826. 



CORRESPONDENCE KELATING TO 1*HE THREE LAST PETtTIONS. 

Hmtse ^ CarredHm, CM^dtii^idit, 
J^^:U, 1825. 
Sir, 

Sapposkigthat ^'ou are, now in town, may I beg the fa?oiir 0! two lina^ 
^yii^g. wlien it would be convenient for you to see ray friend, who will put into your 
iMnd the PetitiM wbieh you were ao good as say yoo wottld' piresefit -for me to tba 
House of CoDimoitt ; and . wliich is now altered 10 your -witb. Tte vtry peculiar 
«ad cruel circorosiaiiees in which I,«n pUeed fenders persoiMl . comnmniipatlon! de^ 
«mble and neceasafy. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sit, 



Sir, 

'Isfaill be-teady to tecelve yoar friend any morning, :biet«reiien balf-past 
«MHitf»t«f0iO'<kie|» tfattt bewil^tuke the tro^leof evIHng here. 

J:ate,;Sir, 

Your very bumble servantf 
'IUert^?s»r/ay, E*g. J. STUART WORTUSY. 



f6th Apnl, 1825. 

Your obliging favour of yesterday's date reached me this romping. .]K[y 
iiiifrid 'Banni^er has been sirlce with roe — will wait upon yoo to-morrow with my Pe- 
tition ; and I beg leave Id repeat, that yoo earaiot too freely imeiTOgatefairo as tony 
character atod- condnct^-^in public- and private«-at home fHidabnwd. Mr* B. was 
-tame time io<^anada, aud therefore can satisfy you the belter as to mriOm4»ctpmiA 
views there. My case is of so cruel and complicated a nature, that! do not even 
^fobto'be liberated 'from this bouse 6f bondage, without the ^fullest scrutiny by a 
PUIrlianletit8ry<oofntiiBiAon ; aifd, tn prepaMtion, hove now a work in* the 'pfess,'t 
pt99f ^beett of wNch . afecompmaea-tbis, txmtaining toy Petitivni <aiid,-tha dlatate* taiki 
colour of which I am confined, that you may mote readily^ peruse these. 

^6 impress upon your mind more strongly the dreadful consequeaces resnUiin 
fttra my prfsent treatment, I also trouble you with a printed petitidn, serve'd n|>oa 
«M Ian AMreek, whereby you ^«p^^see^tbat- an* attempt Is miikiag to-reb me of^he'coiftrdf 
-4f«r a^incMtisieorforiny ifami2y»i>-whiQh.wai;secnnd la-tbe.He«isa:ef JLovds* hf^mf 

crseverance-Ttin ^«Bt, to sepaaate <n»s fiwB<JBy children. As I shall imti^sdiat^ly rp«ft 
in a coontier petition, showing the gross falsehoods and insidious design of this one,' 
I..do noLfear it; bnt still I repeat, the consequences are dreadful, inducing even my 
ffdMeiMr-tetatttiny'agafiiflt'mc^ at a time when lam holding out to rescue my honoiur 
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That the prayefs of these petitions not being yet answered, your 
Petitioner deems it a duty to himself, his children, and his country. 



As this document is an official copy, yoa will have the goodness to return it to me, 
bj Mr. Bannister, to-morrow. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. Stuart Wortley, Esq, ROBERT GOURLAY. 

P.S. Having been too late for the post, tbb will now be handed in by Mr. B. 

Ri Ct> 



House of Correction, Cold-baih-fidds, 
It^lh Ajnil, 1825. 
Sir, 

Mr. Bannister has returned to me with the Petition ; and after consulting 
with him as to further alterations, I have resolved to write it on one sheet, and the 
annexations •n another, so that the whole may.be laid on the table, while the Peti- 
tion is kept distinct for printing. 

The delay is not to bk regretted, as, from the cordial reception you gave my friend, 
I am more sanguine of your taking an interest in the business ; and, at leisure, too, 
may look over the printed documents, so as more clearly to perceive the very cruel 
circumstances in which I am placed ; and from which nothing but full and fair Par- 
liamentary inquiry can deliver me. 

Mr. Bannister says, you have received some petitions from the country in my 
faTour. 1 would be glad could you drop me two Hues, saying whence they have 
come ; and were you in the House of Commons, it would be well to present them, 
the more to engage attention. By Monday, I shall get my own re-written. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
^ Yoursy &c. 

J. Stuart Wortley, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



House of Comnums, Friday evening. 
Sir, , 

In answer to your letter of yesterday, I have to inform you, that the pe- 
titious which I have received upon your case, and of which I spoke to Mr. Bannister, 
were three from Ceres in Fife, and one from Ferry-port-on-Craig : and I have, accord- 
ing to yonr desire, presented them to the House of Commons this evening. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 
Robert Gourlay, Esq. J. STUART WORTLEY. 



House of Correction, May 2, 1825. 
Sir, 

Acctpt my thanks for presenting petitions in my favour last Friday. I 
should this day have had my own petition, to be presented by you, re-written and 
despatched ; but my attention has been arrested by an affair demanding more instant 
notice. - 

On Satur<^ay I received from Mr. Hume, a copy of the Canada Bill, now in pro- 
gress before the House of Commons. I had suspected beforehand, that the business 
to which this relates was not as it should be : but on seeing the till and weighing all 
circumstances, became assured of it. It seemed of such weighty import to the nation, 
that I wrote to Mr. Hume, inviting him to visit me, and converse on the subject ; 
but this momiog have a letter from him saying, that the immensity of pubL'-* business 
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again to address your Honourable House on the same subject; to 
recapitulate some facts ; advance others ; and prevail, if possible, by 
much entreaty. 

in bis hands, prevents hb seeing me : and that the bill is to be read a third time ttis 
evening. 1 have returned to him, in consequence of this, the bill, with the foUowmg 
endorsement .— " I hereby protest againtt the hurried pauing of this Wa, as a measure tU- 
'• digested, and suspecting that the valuabU property of Upper Canada is about to be givm 
" away, on little, mercenary, and shameful principles.** j . -ajr v' ^ 

If von have had leisure to read o^er the printed papers deUvered by *!«•• *J^ 
nistcr, intended as an Appendix to an account of my life,— afterwards to be pubhshed 
—you will see how persevering I have been as to Canada, and you may depend upon 
it, I have not been so from any unworthy motive. There is a mighty nationalmte- 
rest concerned with a sound policy towards North American Provinces : and it is 
very grievous, that Ministers have all along been blind to this. Were i visited 
here by a commission, and examined, I should have hope yet, to throw light on the 
subject. I am about to write a petition to the House of Commons, rdanng to the 
Canada bill, which I shall despatch to Mr. Hume, as he has long paid attention to 
colonial affairs, and which 1 hope he will receive in time to be presented this even- 
ing. In that case I should be glad if you would listen to the reading, and support 
the prayer. A very great mistake has gone abroad, that I am mimical to govern- 
ment. 1 am as little so as insane j and had I the pleasure of conversing with yon, 
doubt not should dispel suspicions of both. i 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, yours, &c. 

J. Stuart Wortley, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



3d May, 1825. 

Sir, r. ^ A 

After writing you yesterday, I drew out a petition respecting Canada, and 
despatched it to Mr. Hume, at the House of Commons, that he might present it m 
the evening ; but the newspapers of to-day give no report of this, and Mr.^ Hume 
has returned to me the bill protested again8t> saying that he cannot arrest its pro- 
gress, unless I point out the grounds of objection. Unfortunately I am this day con- 
fined to bed with fever and cold, so that beyond writing this scrawl, I am able to do 
nothing. This, however, together with the bill, I shall send to you, with a tpeaal 
messenger, as the best proof of my sincerity and anxious desire, that the bill should not 
pass without further consideration. Were I visited here and examined, 1 could give 
ample reasons for this. Had I been able to sit up a suflScient time, I should have 
sent you a copy of mj petition forwarded to Mr. Hume. As it k, you may still 
see it m his hand, or^, if presented, on the table. And I cannot too earnestly press 
you to oppose the passing of it, till the subject is inquired uito and well understood. 

Excuse this liberty, and believe me. Sir, 

Respectfully yours, 

J. Stuart Wortley, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



House of CorrectUfn, 6th May, 1825> 
Sir, 

Along with this you will receive my petition. It is not altered in the 
manner proposed ; but it is every way improved, and I hope now unobjectionabte. 
The letters and certificates are thrown into the body of it, the list of peti^ona di»- 
carded, and several unnecessary words omitted. I was led to this by seeing that 
^r. Williams had got a petition of mine printed S5th ultimo, containing letters and 
certificates ; and, in the present casci these inform as to my history, and give evidence 
of my sanity, equanimity, and good humour. It was my intention to have wtittea 
you a long letter, pointing out the chief objects in advocating my cause; but r emain 
so weak with confinement and uckness, that it costs me no simill effort to write ev«D 
this. At any rate, it may be better for you to question me, as to aniy pMUk not 
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Yoar Petitiotier was advised by learned Coiiosel to file a bill in 
Chancery, for sf>ecific performance of an agreement for a lease signed 



clearly comprehended. I can stand the severest scrutinyy challenge all question, and 
abail be most proad of opportunity to substantiate every assertion. Were the petition 
presented - and ordered to be printed this day, a motion would, some day after, be 
better listened to, when Members had each had leisure of perusing it at home. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. attunt WaHk^, £19. ROB£RT GOURLAY. 



Sir, 

I have presented your petition to the House, and have moved that it may 
be printed. 

For fear of any mistake upon your part, I must beg leave to say, that I have no 
intention whatever of making a motion founded upon your petition. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 
Robert GouHay, Eif . J. STUART WORTL£Y. 



House <f Correction, 7th May, 18!S5. 
Sir, 

I thank you for presenting my petition, and getting it printed. You would 
farther oblige me, by causing a printed copy to be sent me from the Vote-office. 
However much I should have been gratified with your moving on the subject, I had 
no claim upon you for doing so ; and, having now done my utmost, shall trust the 
rest to God-^ecIaring that nothing shall induce me to compromise what appears a 
point of. bonour'^that I should rather perish in the house of bondage, than go hence 
00 terms which would countenance hypocrisy and falsehood : or leave the statute 
of 39 and 40 of George III. chap. 94, without a Witness agahist its dangerous ten- 
dency, and, in my case, glaringly wrong application. 

I have the honour to be, yours, &c. 
J. Stuart Wortky, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Mr. Gourlay presents respectful coia|>liment8 to the Lord President of the Court of 
S<»Mion- Mr. G. being placed in cruel circumstances, put under cover to the Lord 
President a petition to the Right Honourable the Lords of Council and Session, the 
9th instant, and had the same despatched that day by post— -He had been served with 
a printed petition of Thomas Henderson, on the 120th ultimo ; which, from its odious 
nature, he hoped might be withdrawn without formal opposition. He cannot suppose 
the Court will proceed to give any directions, hurriedly, upon mere allegations ; and 
hu sole object, at present is, to request that the lord President will cause an acknow- 
ledgement to be sent him of the receipt of the petition, together with an intimation 
whether it is necessary for him to appoint an agent in place of Mr. Clark, who has 
declared himself agent solely for Mr. Henderson. 

House of Correction, Col^baih'Jields, 
Lmdmh May \7th, 1636. 



Edinburgh, May tOtk, 1825. 

The Lord President acknowledges the receipt of Mr. Gourla^'s letter of the 17th 
— «lso of his former one, enclosing a petition to the Court of .Session. 

But, as It was impossible for his Lordship to present to the Court a petition, coming 
to bim, in that i^^egular and private manner, bis Lordship, as he does in all such 
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by parties in 1809 ; which bill he did file in 1812. In 1813 he db- 
tained an order for a lease, the terms of which were wrongfully 
referred to the Master, seeing that the original agreement expressly 
named a referee. The agreement was so clear, and the required 
terms so simple, that any two intelligent farmers could have settled 
the whole business in half a day, yet to this hour no lease is obtained, 
though for that purpose able lawyers have been employed, much 
money expended, and infinite vexation incurred, v 

Your Petitioner obtained also, in 1813, an order for two issue 
trials, in both of which he succeeded ; recovering by one £100 da- 
mages, Bjnd by the other, £1325, expended on buildings, besides 
c£'385 of costs and interest. Both verdicts were returned prior to 
August, 1816 ; but the »hort order for payment was not granted till 
t]>e end of that year ; and the long order was so long delayed, that, 
in the mean time, and solely because of this delay, your Petitioner's 
credit wasl^rcrken down for want of the money due, which credit he has 
not yet been able to re-establish. In fact, delays of Chancery obliged 
your Petitioner to look abroad for an asylum to his family.— When 
abroad, his wife was frightened out of possession of the farm, con- 
tended for by a cruel and unnecessary distraint : the occupation, 
then worth £3000, was given away for nothing : the stock was va- 
lued over at half its worth; and that half put into bond for security 
of the sub-tenant, while your Petitioner was left without a penny in 
the world, save what he could raise by the sale of his household fur- 
niture, to meet an appeal from the judgement of the Master of the 
Rolls to the Chancellor. This appeal was settled in your Petitioner's 
favour, in January, 1824 : but the Lord Chancellor denied him costs 
of suit during six years of opposition to this most vexatious appeal, 
merely because he pleaded his own cause, and used words misunder- 
stood by his Lordship, though the Master of the Rolls had previously 
declared from the bench, when giving judgement in this cause, that 
" the Court of Chancery did not take cognizance of language*' 

That the misfortunes brought upon your Petitioner and his family, 
by Chancery delays, would require volumes to describe, but may be 
sufficiently conceived by this fact, that an abode in prison has become 

cases, returned the letter and petitiQn to the post-office, in order to recover back the 
postage. 

If Mr. Gourlay has any petition to present to the Court, it must be given in to the 
Clerks of Court, and pat into the Lords' boxes, according to established form. And 
Mr. Gourlay should appoint an agent to conduct his concern in a formal manner. 



Mr. Gourlay has this day received the Lord President's note of 30th instant ; fli4 
loses no time in thanking His Lordship for the condescension. 

Mr. G. left the postage of the packet containing the petition unpaid, that it might 
more surely be delivered. He wrote in the last extremity, hoping that the odious printed 
petition might be withdrawn ; and as a proof that the insinuations of that petition, 
as to insanity, were groundIe8S,'*-'He will immediately write to a professional agent to 
look after business before the Court :•— trusts that no undue advantage will be allowed ; 
and prays to God that the provision f«r iiis children may not be wasted with nune' 
cessary litigation. * 

B(ni»t tf C(ynect%mt Cold4)(ah'fitlds, 
London, May 33d, 1835. 
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1 

beneiiciar to him, inasmuch as its retirement,^ quiet, and security,^ 
afford the only remaining chance of retrieving his affairs, while he is 
palsied with poverty and driven to the wall by persecution. 

That, from the suit in question, many other causes of suit Jiave 
arisen, which, were Chancery practice reformed, your Petitioner 
could institute, with hope of yet, saving from thie wreck of his for- 
tune, a competency for living. . More than twelve .months ago, lie 
had comfort in thinking, that a commission being appoioted to in- 
quire into Chancery delays, he might soon be able to proceed ; but 
this comfort is vanishing, and he has become' hopeless, while execu- 
tion rests with judges on the bench. Your Petitioner does not wish 
to reflect personally on the conduct of present commissioners, seeing 
that no age has produced men of greater integrity in their profession ; 
more profound in law learning ; better skilled in practice ; and 
higher gifted every way than Lords Eldon and Gifford. He is con- 
vinced that lawyers cannot see with unjaundiced eyes : he knows from 
divine authority, that they lay heavy burdens on other men's shoul- 
ders ; and he believes it cannot possibly be otherwise from the nature 
of things. It appears to your Petitioner, that commissioners for 
inquiring into Chancery delays, and reforming law practice, should 
be appointed from among men of common sense; — not cumbered 
with many things : not harassed with other business ; nor. weighed down 
with care : unvitiated with, bad habits, apd unprejudiced ; but above 
all, unbiassed with self-interest. Your Petitioner has kept a most 
atecurate record of his own experience in Chancery, from the year 
ISVi, till the present time. In 1816, he had every material document 
in bis cause printed,' to the extent of 260 pages ; he has since paid 
for shorthand writers' reports of trials, pleadings, and judgements, 
nearly £100 ; and were the whole now published with remarks, he 
believes that much light would be thrown on the causes of Chancery 
delays, and the proceedings in general of that court. Were he en- 
abled to publish this, he would willingly give his time and materials 
for nothing ; and in the course of a month, with requisite assistance 
could complete the work. 

He therefore entreats that a new commission be forthwith ap- 
pointed for inquiry into Chancery delays ; and as to the best means 
of ensuring" the ends of justice and equity. He entreats that your 
Houourable House will furnish him with means of publishing his 
Chancery experience : also, that this petition, with those presented for 
him the 22d and 30th of March, 1825, be printed together for imme- 
diate and ready perusal. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY.* 



* The above petition was presented by Mr. John Williams, and ordered to be 
printed, May SX, 1825. There was a correspondence on the subject, before and after, 
89 follows : — 

Home qf CorrectUm, Cold'hath^ldtt 
22d Fc6ruaf3^ri825. 
Sir, 

You may remember that twelve months ago I corresponded with you as to 
my experience of Chancery delays -, put into your hand the scroll of a petition ; had 
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(A. 26.) 

% the Riahi Honourahk the Lords Spirittud and Temporal 
of the ifniied Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelandy in 
Parliament assembled* 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY* 

Sfaowetb, 
That your Petitioner bad presented to the House of ConimoDs on 
the 3d day of May, 1825, a Petitioiii which was received, ordered 



* Presented by the Lord Chancellor, 13th June, 1835i having been sent to His 
Iiordshipf with the following* letter :— 

House <f Correction, Cold-bath^lds, 
June U, 1825. 
My Lord» 

You presented for me to the House of Lords one Petition : another 
you refused to present, probably from misconceiving the spirit in which it was writ- 
ten 'y and I shall only add, that, had you been my father, I should have acted as 
I did. 

I accompany this with a Peti^n regarding Canada, which I wish yonr Lordihip 
to peruse and present. It might be of mat consequence to the nation were I beard 
and examined immediately on the subject of Canadian affairs. If your Lordship can 
think seriously of this, I shall explain ; otherwise need not give further trouble. 

Your Lordship's obedient servant. 
The Bight Hon. The Barl rfEidon. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



an appointment to meet, but going to the country missed this. I am glad to 
observe, from newspapers^ ^at yon still keep Inquiry in view ; and have to say, that 
if my case ean, in any way, assist, you may call upon me to explain and upboid it as 
one of the most flagrant description. In tendering this as a mere remembrancer, it 
remains for me only to subscribe. 

Your obedient servant, 
John WUliam, Esq, Jtf. P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Houte cf Ccmmons* 



Sir, 

The enclosed (the above) has been returned to me to day. I acknowledge 
it was wrong not to pay the postage : but I do so sometimes, tp seoare delivery. 

Yours, &c 
John WUUoms, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

House of Correction, February 26th, 18S5. 



Recdved March 8. 1825. 
Sir, 

Your letter was returned in consequence of general directions given by 
me — of course without my knowledge of from whom it came^ or ^hat such a letter had 
com§ by the post at all. 
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to be printed, and from wbicb tke following is an extract, (see A. 
23, the whole of which was here taken in) : 



I am on the circait, and have heen for some time ; but if I my motioD, 

and can make your caae available) I shall not forget yoor communication. 

I am, **• 

Your obedient servant, 

J. WILUAMS. 



Howe tf Correeiion, Coldrhath-fields, 
AprUi44h,lS9S. 
Sir, 

Your letter written on the circuit reached roe in course ; and I have since 
had two petitions presented to the House of Commons, relating to the Court of 
Chancery, and laid on the table March 22d and 30th, which I should be glad if yoa 
would pernse. 

I now trouble you with a petition on another, but also very important, subject ; and 
sbonid be obliged by your offering it to the House, merely that it may be printed for 
information to committees on prison discipline. 

I have the l)pnour to be 

Your obedient servant, 
John WUiiana, Etq, ROBERt GOURLA Y. 

-y . Howe qfCorrectum, AfrU 19th, 18«5. 

Mr. Gonrlay presents compliments to Mr. Williams, desired a friend to wait on 

Mr. W., which he did last Saturday, with a letter dated t4th Instant and petition 

Has this day been informed that Mr. Williams was not then at home ; but had arrived 
yesterday nom the coootry. Mr. G. would now be gratified with two lines from 
sfr* ir.^-sayiDg if he has read the petition, if he will present it, or if any part 
re^inires alteration. 



Haute cf Correction, Cold-hath-fieldt, 
April S6th, 18125. 
Sir, 

1 am glad to observe, from newspapers of this day, that you have pre- 
sented my petition (A 21) : but the report does not say whether it was ordered to be 
printed, which was the chief object of its prayer. If not, perhaps you could yet move 
lor the printing; and when printed, it would be eitremeiy obliging if you would cause 
a copy to be forwarded to me : when free, I used to have such, by personal applica- 
tion, at the Vote-office in the lobby. Ilttiank you for noticing that there was no inten- 
tion to asperse the conduct of the magistrates or governor. I amuse myself here by 
making experiments in living; and those detailed in the letters thrust into the petition 
are, I conceive, valuable and well worthy of record, for the consideration of commit- 
tees on prison discipline, &c. 

I am your obedient servant, 
John mUiam, tsq. ROBERT GOURLA Y. 

HoHte ofCorreeHmh May 16<A, 18tS. 
Sir,' 

I have to thank yoo for presenting my petition on the subject of prison 
luread and sending me a printed copy* 

Seeing it reported in newspapers, that Sir John Newp(>rt had given notice of your 
intention to present a petition complaining of delays in Chaneery on the 19th Instant^ 
jQay I ask if you would, on the same day, present one from me relating to this, pro'- 
vided it was unobjectionable ? I meant to have offered you this soon independent of 
the motion* and have-' the petitidn in scroll* Two lines in coarse of post* replying to 
this, will oblige* Sir* 

Your obedient servant, 
Joh» mUimh Bk7. ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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That while the above prayer of your Petitioner was disregarded, 
the Canada Bill was passed : also^ a Bill of the same kind relating 
to lands in Van Dienian's Land. 



Lineoln*t Inn, 
Sir» 

I can have no objection to present a petition to the House respecting the 
Coart of Chancery, if I thmk it would serve the cause ; but otherwise, in Uie exercise 
of my discretion^ I may decline it. If you state the length of time and the money 
spent, without attacking any body or the Courts it would be most Ukely to meet my 
idea. Observe, I do not likndertake absolutely. 

Yours, &c. 
Mr.Gimrlay. J. WILLIAMS. 

Hmue of Correction, May 18tA, 1825. 
Sir, 

I have this morning received your letter, saying that you will have no ob« 
jection to present my petition if it will serve the cause, and lose no time in sending it 
to you for perusal. — If you agree to present it to-morrow, favour me with two lines, 
that I may have time to send copies to newspapers. 

Perhaps^ I cannot give you stronger assurance of the dreadful consequence of 
Chancery delays, beyond the limits of my petition, than to ask you to glance at the 
accompanying printed petition (Henderson's, A 24.), by which you will observe, .that 
an attempt is making to rob me of the management of my children. I^ you refaae to 
present my petition, return this printed petition along with it : otherwise, you may 
keep it some days in your possession, show it to any one, or speak of it in the Hoose 
of Commons. 

Your obsdient servant, 
John Wimams, Esq, ROBERT GOURLAy. 

P. S. I need scarcely add that I shall, with pleasure, listen to any remark of yoars, 
or afford further information if required. 



House of Correction, May \9lh, 1825. 
- Mr. Gouri^y presents compliments to Mr. Williams, has observed from a newspa- 
per, since despatching bis petition to Mr. W., that Mr. Williams has postponed pre- 
senting that for which the notice was given till a future day. If Mr. W. has no objec- 
tion, Mr. G. would still be glad to have his presented this day or to-morrow, so as to 
be printed and referred to afterwards, as^it may serve the cause. 



House of Correction, May tOth, 18S5. 
Sir, 

I wrote you hastily yesterday on seeing your postponemei^ reported in a 
newspaper ; and as you have not yet, I presume, presented my petition, shall now say 
what made me desirous to have it immediately presented and printed. In the same 
newspaper, the- Bishop of Chester was reported to have taken a very unwarrantable 
liberty with my name in his speech to the Lords ; and it would be well to have con- 
trasted, as speedily as possible, the words of that speech with those of my petition 
regarding the Lord Chancellor, written and despatched to you before the iBishop of 
Chester uttered his injurious, and I shall say, insidious Jofce. I am ignorant as to yoor 
bearings towards the church : but, nevertheless, do not hesitate to inform you, that 
ever since 1815, when I made a tilt kt an Archdeacon on the subject of church pro- 
pertyy the odium theoUfgieum has been, felt by me incessantly and every where — at 
home and abroad. 

To day, if you can, I should be glad if you could present the petition, and say what 
you choose on the occasion. 

I am, &c. 
John WUliams, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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That your Petitioner is more and more convinced that tlie subject 
of these Bills has not been sufficiently considered ; and now entreats 



Home of CorrectUm* 
Mr. Goarlay presents comptiments to Mr. Williams. It has occorred* that« during 
the present recess, Mr. Williams might have leisaie to. glance at the printed pa- 
pers of Mr. G/s Chancery suit spoken of in his petition ; and shoold Mr. W. desire 
it, Mr. G. would fumuh him with a copj. 

Mr. Gourlay would be glad to know if Mr. Williams has fixed a day for presenting 
the petition first noticed by Sir John Newport and postponed. 



Haute ofCorrectumt June 7th, 1825. 
Sir, 

I have delayed till this day to thank you for presenting my petition re- 
lating to Chancery, that I might, at the same time, beg a copy of ic, and others on the 
same subject; now that I suppose they must be printed, will you then accept my 
thanks and order these to be sent me. 

A friend of mine tells me he waited on you with a letter, signed by him and some 
other gentlemen, contradicting what the Solicitor-General was reported, in newspapers, 
to have said of me in the House of Commons when opposing you in the Chancery- 
question. It was friendly on their part ; but had I been consuUed, I should have 
objected to the proceeding. He biought me back the printed petition which I sent 
yoOf and gave me to understand that you complained of my freedom in writing too 
many letters. Be assured. Sir, it is not my wish to trouble any one. I had in con- 
templation to draw up a petition on the subject of pleading in forma paupem to pat 
into your hands. I have property in various quarters, but find no means of coming at 
it by the existing law and practice. If yon would deem it too much trouble to en- 
gine with this* say so ; and I shall not for a moment longer entertain my design. 

Your obedient servant, 
John WWiamty Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Lmeoln*t Inn. 
Sir, 

If, when you have au opportunity of sending, any body will call here, the 
pctitioiis shall be ready for you. With respect to the petition you have in con- 




thing : but I did, and do say that you should consider my numerous engagements, 
and not give me trouble unnecessarily. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Mr, H. Gourlay. JOHN WILLIAMS. 



House (^ CorreetUm, June lOtfc, 1825. 
Sir, 

The bearer of this will fetch the printed petitions you are so good as 
offer me, but if by accident disappointed, shall be glad to have them ^r twopenny 
post; as I have seldom opportunity by a special messenger. 

In August, 1823, 1 hsul occasion to copy out of the Statutes at large, the Act 1 1 
Henry Vll. Cap. If, to speed poor labouters iii their suits ; and then remarked, " that 
the words "by dtsertcisn tfihe ChencMar** made it mere matter of favour whether a 
poor person could proceed. A year afterwards I corresponded on the subject with 
the Chancellor and his secretaries, seriously intending to sue in forma pauperis, I 
then found that the thing rested not with the discretion of the Chancellor snly, but with 
that of other judges, barristers, and attorneys; in short, that there was no absolute 
right and protection for the poor. At this hour I am puzxied and restrained from 
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to be hesrd at the Bar, or before a Conmiittee of your Lordship's 
House, upon the subject before these Bills are pa ssed by your 
Lordships. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROB£RT GOURLAY. 



(A. 27,) 
To the Honourable the Commons, S^c. ' 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY* 

Humbly showeth, 

That your Petitioner has perused a Bill now in progress 
before your Honourable House, entitled " a Bill to prevent, in 
certain cases, the Payment of Wages out of the Poor^s Rate^ and 
to render the laws made for relief of the poor more effectual'^ 

That however desirable it may be that such objects should be 
attained, your Petitioner is assured that this Bill would not only prove 
ineffectual, but add to the miserable confusion which has been long 
growing out of the greatly too voluminous code of the poor laws. 

That your Petitioner's knowledge and experience on this subject, 
stands recorded in a series of Petitions, many of which have been 
printed by your Honourable House during the last four years. 

That his treatment as a pauper, in the parish of Wily, may be 
read under date 27th June, 1823 ; and he has now to contrast with 
this, his treatment in the House of Correction, Cold Bath Fields, 
where he has been a prisoner for upwards of eleven months. — As 
a pauper, though able and willing to work, he was allowed to earn 
only three shillings a week, and could not, out of his pay, do more 
than keep himself in existence. — As a prisoner, and on felon's 
allowance, he can have not only better lodging and clothes than 
the generality of labourers in Wiltshire, but does now actually 
save out of his portion of food, folirpence a day. Your Petitioner 
states and contrasts these facts, as the strongest proof of ikfi dread- 
ful evil of the poor-law system. He does not wish it supposed 
that the felon's allowance Is too good, or abundant ; on the con- 
trary, he is assured, that, to those who, are kept to hard labour, it 
is barely sufficient. But he wishes strongly to engage attention to 
consequepces ; and to make this record while it is yet remembered, 
that in the King's speech, at the opening of the present Session of 



pToceediDg by difficalties which should be removed by act of parliament. la the 
coune of six or eight days, I shall embody the facts, in shape of a Petition, for sub- 
mission to you, and mean time yon may, at leisure, think of the subject. 

Your obedient servant, 
John WUUamir Etq. ROBERT GOURLAT. 

• Fresented June 16, 1825, by Mr. Stuart Wortley, and ordered to be printed. 
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I^arliainent^ it was asserted, that ** there never was a period in the 
hutary of this country^ when all the great interests of the nation 
were at the same time in so thriving a condition," Your Peti- 
tioner asserts, and challenges contradiction, that, in the agricultural 
district? of Elngland, the condition of the labouring poor was at 
the lowest ebb, at the very time when the above words were first 
published, and that during the whole of the last winter, there were, 
in the United Kingdom, two millions of people worse provided for 
than the felons of the House of Correction, Cold-bath-fields« 

Your Petitioner's opinion, after more than twenty years of reflection 
CD the subject of poor-laws and poor-rates, was made up two years 
ago, as to the means of doing these away. In March, 1823, he 
submitted to the consideration of the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, a scroll Petition, then proposed to be presented 
to the House of Commons, from which the following is an extract : 
That your Petitioner is now convinced, that your Honourable 
House ^annot, by any fiili drawn up in the ordinary way, either with 
the mere knowledge of individuals, or that strengthened in a Par- 
liamentary Committee, proceed to any eflectual and safe legislation 
** for the reform of the poor-law system: that that system has, in the 
" lapse of time, become complicated in the extreme ; that the esta- 
*' blishment of error, the growth of bad habits, the inveteracy of cus- 
" toms and prejudices, the sloth and selfishness of the rich, the 
weakness and ignorance of the poor, have allr contributed towards 
" the evil, and do now render its cure difficult and hazardous ; do 
** now render it of primary importance, that no step be taken for 
*' change without full information, intense study, open, free, able, 
** and finished discussion. Your Petitioner is convinced, that no 
** effectual reform of the poor-law system can take place without re- 
** storing to the poor a portion of land in lieu of what has been taken 
" from them by the enclosure of commons, and the impoverishing 
" operation of the system itself: he is convinced that such restoration 
" can be made without cost on the part of Government, and in a way 
*' which would at once give a stimulus to industry, increase the com- 
'' fort of the poor, and diffuse among them a spirit of cheerfulnes.s and 
*' contentment, beyond all price : he is convinced, that with this re- 
*' storation^ which would not require a hundredth part of the national 
" territory, were pauper schools and savings banks established at the 
'* same time under proper regulations, poor-rates might, in ten 
" years, be reduced from seven to two millions, and in twenty yeais 
** be entirely dispensed with. Your. Petitioner is convinced, that, to 
" lay a safe ground-work for legislation on this most delicate and dan- 
" gerous, yet most urgent business, requiring much minute regulation, 
*' it would be necessary to have a Commission or Board appointed and 
" invested with sufficient powers for inquiry and preparation : — That 
" a Board, consisting of a competent number of active, intelligent, 
" zealous, and upright men, devoting to this business their whole 
** time and undivided attention, might, in the course of a few months, 
" by collecting and arranging facts, establishing principles, and 
" clearly exposing every point, draw up a specific plan of reform, 
'^ vrhich might be adopted safely and successfully by the legislature 
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'* before the termitiation of the present Session, or at farthest in the 
*' course of a year. 

*' That your Petitioner could show in the clearest manner, that 
" while the poor-law system most urgently requires correction, there 
" are circumstances which would render such correction peculiarly 
" advantageous and of easy accomplishment at the present time/* 

That a year after submitting the abov<e to the Secretery of State, 
your Petitioner ofFered to communicate to - him a specific plan for 
the reform of poor-laws ; and after the lapse of another year, re- 
mains steady to his opinions and willing to communicate as soon as 
fair opportunity is afforded. 

He now therefore entreats that the Bill before your Honourable 
House may be laid aside — That a Board may be appointed for the 
reform of the poor-law system— That his printed Petitions on this 
subject may be brought up for consideration, and himself called to 
the bar of your Honourable House, or before any CommiHiee, Com- 
mission, or Board, to substantiate what he tras said' on this most 
vital and important question : he further entreats that this Petitioti 
may be printed. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE ABOVE. 

Mr. Gourlajr {Presents compliments to Mr. Monck. Seeing that Mr. M.'s Bill rela- 
ting to labourers' wages is ordered to be committed^ takes thv liberty o£ asking' fot a 
copv of the Bill, on which he may have to OMke some observations. 

nmue cf Correctimi, Cold-bathfields, 
. June 3d, 1895. 



House of Corrtction, Jvne 6th, 1825. 
Sir, 

Being particalarly desirous of se eiog your Bill relatiBg loiabouren' wages, 
I despatched a note to the notise of Commojia requesting the favour of a copy : bat 
suspecting that my note may not have reached you, shall cause this to be delivered 
at Your house. Could you grant the favour immediately, the bearer will fetch the 
Bill, or I shall be happy to receive it by the two-penny post. The question you have 
started is a most important one atid ahouMcenflHRid utmost 8lt6iiti0fi. Its public 
nature wiil ^d excuse, I hope, lor this liberty. 

I am, &c. 
J. B. Monck, Esq, M. P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Home of Corrediony Cold-balhJieUiSt 
Sir, hme 9ih, 182^. 

Your BUI, which reached lye yesterday, had initant and aerioua cojni- 
deralioB. The practice of paying the wages of labourers out of poor-rates is everj 
way injurious. Your aim is highly commendable. It cannot, however, be made gpod 
by mere legal enactment, and I have written out a Petition in opposition to the Bill. 
At first I thought of asking yon to present this, bi/t considering that a fiither might 
not like to strangle his own child» sent it to the care of Mr. Staait Wortl^. I shall 
■, herewfth jeitd yoa a copy ; and if « oatoaMttee site on the sal^ect, ^haU be happy to 
be called and questioned on ^very hraDch of the poor-law system. Thanking you foe 
attention in sending the Bill, I am, Sir» 

Your obedient servant, 
John B. Monck, Esq. M. P. ROBERT GOUIiLAY. 

Mr» Monck withdrew kis Bill the 14t% June, but gOve noHc$ ^uU he teoutd ^fingfir*. 
ward another BUI, m the same tub^t, early in the neast session of parliament 
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(A. 28.) 
To the Honourable the Commons^ bic. 

THE PETITION OF ROBERT GOURLAY 

Humbly showetb. 

That the improT^ment of the metropoiis is a oational 
coucem, and a becoming study /or any individual. 

HouMe of Correction, Cold-bath-JUIdi, 
June 91^, 1825. 
Sir, 

Wlien I applied to you to prewtit for me a Pedtbn to parUament, praying 
to be heard as to the lamentable predicament in which I am placed, I did so after 
taking the best advice, and being assured that you were the most likely person to ad- 
vocate my cause sincerely and firmly. Although you did nothing more than present 
that Petition, I have yet heard of no member from whom I could expect better sap* 
port, and it is truly grievons that I must rest here without the prospect of a kir bear- 
ing ; while the act, too, under ooloor of which I have been committed, should call 
fortii no attention. There is, I believe, some strange misunderstanding on the subject, 
and a most inveterate prejudice against me. That I entertain none towards you, and, 
as a proof of confidence in your honour, I now ask vow to present the Petition which 
aoeompaiues this, and mdve fbr Iti' being printed. I aave long had it in contemplation 
to draw op sncb a Petition— the last on the snbject of the poor-laws which [ mean to 
offer. I only waited for an opportunity now afibrded by Mr. Monck's Bill. 

I have not a doubt but you will excuse this liberty, ^nd if you can procure me a 
hearing on the subject of poor-laws, to which I have devoted 'more attention tiian any 
other Hidividualy I shall be espeeiaUy thaiidcfol. 

Yoar obedient servant, 
John Ikwni Woiiley, Eiq. M. P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Mr. Gourlay presents compliments to Mr. Stuart Wortley. — Mr. G. despatched to 
Mr. S. W. two days ago, a letter begging to have an accompanying Petition presented 
to the House of Commons, without thinking diat Mr. S. W. might be out of town or 
desiring to be infi(;nned if and when he wouM present the Petition. 

Being anxious on these points, now requests the favour of two lines per the bearer, 
or, if more convenient, by the two-penny post. 

House ^ Correction, Cold-balh-fiddt, 
June tUh, 1825. 



ITouie of ComaMms, June 1 6tk, 1 8f5. 
Sir, 

Upon my return from Paris, I found vour letter of the 9th June, enclo- 
sing a P«tilMm to the House of Commons, apon the sntrject of Mr. Monck's Bill for 
tbe payment of labourers' wagies. 

Although that BiU has been new withdrawn, I have, as the Petition contmas matter 
of a gcatral nature^ preMnted it to the House, and moved that it shall be printed. 

IaB>Sir, 

Yonr very humble servant, 
BcbeH GmrU^ Eiq. J« STUART WORTLEY. 



Hoitfe ^Corrertton, Cdd^fatkfieUt^ 
Jwie 19t&, 1895. 
Sir, 

I an glad you have presented my Petition, and you will lavoar me still 
more by ordering a copy to be sent me when printed. 

I cannot suppose the session will pass away without further attention to the most 
important of all questions— that of the poor^aws. My expectation was, that Lord John 
Russely who had the committee of last year appointed, would again move. The te- 
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That your Petitiooer having been delalDed in London the greater 
part of four years, watching law-appeals, and supplicating Govern- 
ment respecting his mal-treatment in Upper Canada, often beguiled 
time surveying the city and it*" environs, with an eye to improvement 
— ^the removal of many poor inhabitants, and some public institutions, 
which would be better located in the country -^the cleansing, light- 
ing, and beautifying many parts — the widening of streets — throwing 
open public buildings to view, and securing a sufficiency of pleasure* 
grounds, walks, and rides in the neigh kK>ur hood. 

That after this, being lodged in the H«iuse of Correction, Cold- 
bath-fields, he was struck with the vast advantage which might accrue 
from making a grand entrance to the city from the north-west, be- 
tween Battle-bridge and the House of Correction^ thence to Hicks's 
Hall, and onward to Fleet-market; conducting a canal and rail-way 
along this line from the Regent's Canal to the Thames, the same being 
tunnelled beneath Fleet-market and Bridge-street, erecting a bridge 
across this line from Hoi born to Smithfield, and forming, adjoining 
thereto, a grand central mart for butcher's meat, fish, vegetables, 
and slaughter-houses and dep6t for various articles of most common 
and daily use. 

That your Petitioner, after much reflection on this subject, an- 
nounced his scheme in newspapers, drew plans for illustration, de- 
dicated these to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and put them into 
His Lordship's hand, to be laid before the court. 

That the Lord Mayor, instead of complying with the request of 
your Petitioner, destroyed his plans, and for excuse said, he '* did 
not think the suggestion >at all practicable/^ 

That your Petitioner having now studied the matter for a whole 
year, is^more and more convinced, not only of its practicability, but 
vast importance. One half of the ground to be worked upon is now 
unoccupied with buildings, and the other half covered with such as 
are so mean and Uathsome, that at any rate they ought to be pulled 
down. The execution would double the ground-rents, and afford at 
least ten per cent, per annum for money expended. It would free 
the city from great annoyances in the conveyance to and from market 
of live and dead stock. It would contribute greatly to cleanliness 
and health. It would afford much comfort and convenience. It 



qairy and report of that conimittee was very limited bat interesting, and I anderstand 
that answers to interrogatories %om various parts of the kingdom have ance been ob- 
tained and pablisbed by govemhient. Were it not too roach troable, it woald giieaUy 
oblige me if you ooold furnish me with a copy of these, which cannot be purchased, as 
I would wish to prepare to appear well before a committee, if called upon. It is tbe 
opinion of some, that mere prosperity of trade may work deUverance from the evil of 
the poor-laws; but this will prove fallacious if left to itself: though consequences 
might he happy, were this conjoined with sound legislative measures, and correct re- 
gulations firmly executed. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Jchn Shutrt WoiiUy, Eiq. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

P. S. I shall use the freedom to accompany this with the Petition formerly shown . 
yon (Henderson's), but of which I had not then a spare copy, as a remembrance of 
the sad consequence from a forced application of the statute 39 and 40 George III. 
cap. 94. 
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would admit of a high degree of ornament, and altogether would sor- 
pass whatever has been done or proposed for rendering London worthy 
of the empire. Your Petitioner confidently makes these assertions, 
iti opposition to the opinion of the late Lord Mayor, and being now 
confined on pretence of insanity, is willing to stake every chance of 
regaining liberty and reputation on the issue of fair investigation ; 
willing to submit to the decision of three reputable surveyors and ar- 
chitects, who may examine and report in a couple of days. 

Your Petitioner is extremely sorry, that being unable to procure a 
capital map of London like to that destroyed by the Lord Mayor, on 
which his first plan was drawn, he cannot sufficiently illustrate his 
scheme ; but annexes hereto a sketch as perfect as this sheet of vel- 
lum, and his present means otherwise will admit. To the slaughter- 
houses he would call especial notice, as at once novel in construction 
and singularly commodious : and with sufficient opportunity of com- 
pleting the wrhole for exhibition, will challenge the world to produce 
any thing of the kind equally useful and ornamental. 

Your Petitioner having lately heard that application is to be made 
to Parliament for liberty to execute improvement^ on part of the same 
ground of an inferior kind, and by no means commensurate with the 
grandeur of the British capital, hastens to lay these statements before 
your Honourable House. His opinion is, that no partial plan what-' 
6?er for the improvement of London should be adopted. He thinks 
that the whole city and environs should- be surveyed, a general scheme 
of improvement maturely digested, and the execution committed to a 
public board, which might extend its views forward through many 
years, overlook difficulties, and be superior to every little and selfish 
coDsideration. 

Yonr Petitioner, therefore, entreats that these premises may be 
seriously entertained; that three reputable surveyors and architects be 
forthwith ordered to examine into the truth of his assertions, so as to 
report to your Honourable House before the close of the present 
session ; also that this Petition may be printed, and the annexations 
engraved for more ready perusal and inspection. . 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 



CORRESPONDENCE AS TO THE ABOVE, NOT YET PRESENTED. 

Hoiae of Correction, Cold4fath-fieldt, 
June 29, 1825. 
Dear Sir, 

You have probably never laid to heart, that were the law acted upon 
generally,, as it has been with me, no Fife hard would be safe Ua a moment. To be 
considered dq/% would put him in the power of enemies : in shorty if the towt were bad» 
this would be horrible. 

That disastrous consequences may not go beyond myself and that even I may be 
rescued, I submit to you the accompanying scroll of a Petition, which I wish to be 
presented to*morrow; and which, if listened to, will afford immediate and tangible 
proof as to my sanity, and whether the 39th and 40th George III. cap. 94, should be 
repealed or amended, for the sake of the folk o£ Fife. 
Haye the goodness to peruse the scroll, and return it to me to-night or to-morrow 
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(A. 29.) 

To the Riffht Hanourdbh the Lords, Spiritual and Ttn^pordy 
of the tinited Kingdom of Chreat Britain and Ireland, 
in Parliament assembled 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF ROBERT G013RLAY 

Showeth, 

That a Petition was drawn up to be presented to the 
House of Commons last session, from which the following are 
extracts : 

moming, styiag whethei yoa wiU present it* I shall then, without delay, send yon 
a fair copy, and attend to any alteration you may suggest. 

lam, 

Yonn, &c 

BOBERT GOURLAY. 
Iit.-Gen« Sw B. Fergtumi, 

Boitffnrrov>* Jwne 30; 1825. 
Dear Sir, 

I was out of town yesterday, and did not return to the House of Commoos 
till 12 o'clock. ' I found your letter on my table when I came home. 

I can assure you that no one is more anxious (ban myself that you should .be libe- 
rated kom your present situation, ^d yon may rest assured, no services of mine Aall 
be wanting to obtain this object 

I do not see that presenting the Petition, a copy of which you have sent to me, 
would be of any use, especially as the House of Commons adjourns thi» day. I should 
therefore advise you not to think of it at present. In great haste, 

I am, dear Sir« 

Yours, &c. 
R. C. FERGUSON. 
Mr. H. Gwriay. 

Six 0* clock, June SO, 1625. 

Dear Sir, 

I have this moment recdired your letter ; but had previously sent my 
Petition to Mr. Hume, conceiving you were out of town. I hope he will present it this 
evening, and if you are in the House shall thank yon to present that which atcompanies 
this, just arrived from the country. (Pedtioninmy favour from the parish ofLangford, 
Wilts, presented by Sir R. Ferguson a few d^s afterwards.) Being short I hope it 
may be printed. Both Petitions will serve me : but I am not anxious to be liberated 
without inauiry into my case. " I am, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
I^ir R. Fergiuan, 

• Mr. Gonrlay presents compliments to Mr. Hume — wrote to Sir R. Ferguson, askmg 
him to present the accompanying Petition ; but, disappointed of a rciply, is afriud Sir 
Ronald has left town ; and knowing that Mr. Hume is always at his post, now bcgi 
him to present the Petition this evening. 

HmacifCorreetUm, CdU^iath'faMB, 
June SO, 1825. 

Mr. Gonrlay begs of Mr. Hume to present the accompanying Petition* which hss' 
arrived from the country, (a Petition in my favour from the parishes of 3tapleloid, 
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"That, justice should cost nothhig, and would not uoder per- 
fectly good government. 

Wishford, and Newton, in Wiltshire, presented by Mr. Hume, some days after this,) 
since Mt>. G. despatched a packet to Mr. Hume this morning. 

Uouse rf Correctiony Cold-bath-fields, 
SOth June, 

Mr. G. would be glad if the Petition was printed. 



BryansUmt'iqudre, June 30, 1835. 
Sir, 

On ray return home this evening from the House of Commons, I received 
your letter, containing a Petition, which you request me to present to the House of 
Commons, but which it will not be in my power to do^ as it is ray intention, if possible, 
toJeave town to-morrow. 

I do not think that the subject of your Petition can at the present time be taken 
Into consideration, and I am doubtful whether it is proper, to be presented to the 
House of Commons. 

I should suppose that the Common Council would be a better means of having 
your plan fairly considered. 

I am your obedient servant, 
Mr. Robert Gourlay, JOSEPH HUME. 



6, Brymutone Square, July i, 1825. 
Mr. Hume regrets that the Petition sent by Mr. Gourlay yesterday was not re« 
ceived till after he had left the House of Commons. Mr. H. will, however, take mh 
opportunity of presenting it on Tuesday next. 



- Mr. Gourlay begs that the Earl of Eldon will have the goodness to peruse and pre- 
tent the accompanying Petition to the House of Lords, 
ifouse of Correction, Cold^tath-fieldt, 
July 1st, 1825. 

Sir, 

I am desired by the Lord Chancellor to return the inclosed Petition, bis 
Lordship considering it not to be proper for him to present it to the House* 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. PENSAM. 
SergeanVs Inn, Jtdy 4, 1835. 

House tf Correction, Cold-bath-fieldt, 
July 2d, 1825. 
Sir, 

I sent the accompanying Petition to Mr. Hume two days ago, to be pre^ 
sented to the House of Commons ; but have now received it back, with a letter, saying 
that It will not be in his power to do this, being about to leave town, and expressing 
a doubt whether it is proper to be presented. Upon review, 1 cannot see any thing 
improper in it ; and as the subject is really one of national concern, should still be glad 
if the Petition was put on record. My Intention is, with greater leisure, to draw out 
a more perfect sketch fot submission to the present Lord Mayor ; also one for the 
Magistrates of Middlesex. Were yon in this house, I could point out how very 
natural and easy it would be to form the north-west approach to the city, and other- 
wise so explain as would, 1 flatter myself, make jou think well of my plan altogether. 
Could you offer the Petition to the House on Tuesday, it would add to my obli- 
gations. 

I am, Sir, 

J. Stuart Wortley, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY 

S 
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** Tha^kf as it now stands, evea a successful litigant has to pay dear 
** for justice: — ^That, in many cases, it is better to relinquish •right 
" than sue for it at law. That, in some cases,' before the Court of 
Chancery, while the cause is gained, the thing contended for is 
lost ; and, in your Petitioner's case, even still worse consequences 
have ensued. Though successful at every step, he has, by delays 
of Chancery, not only been deprived of all property,, but is now 
bound down to the performance of distant obligatioas by the very 
agreement to obtain specific performance of which he went into 
.".Court, while that agreement is not yet made good in equity: 
*' though thirteen years have passed away since the Bill for specitic 
** performance was filed : though an order has be^fi obtained for the 
same : though he reaps not the smallest profit from a beneficial 
" lease ; and though he and his friends are out of pocket, at least, 
ten thousand pounds by the concern. 

That, seventeen months ago, finding himself exhausted with 
Chancery delays, in extreme jeopardy, add property withheld 
from him unjustly in various quarters, he was desirous of 
pleading infofma pauperis, but found a bar to this in the payment 
*' of stamp duties. That, he waited till October last, when the act 
requiring this expired, but then discovered that he was not only 
dependent on * the discretion of the Chancellor,' according to the 
words of the statute 11 Henry VII. cajp 12, but, by usage, on the 
'* discretion of other Judges, Barristers, and Attorneys. -In short, 
that there was no absolute security for a person wishing to sue 
'* either at law or in equity, when deprived of property. Nay, more. 



House of Correction, Cold-batkjieldt, 
July Sth, 1825. 
Mr. Gourlay wrote to Mr. Stoart Wortley, 2d instaht, aloBg with a PetUion re- 
specting improvemeiitfl «A London ; bat hearing moUluig as to this, sapposea Mr. S. W. 
has gone to the couotry, and now l>egs two lines sajing if the packet was receiveck 
Mr. G. mentioned that Mr. Hume had doubted whether the Petition was proper to 
be presented; and after this, received a letter from the Lord Chancellor's secretary, say- 
ing that bis Lordship thought it was not. 

Mr. Goorlajr is yet unaware in what the impropriety consists, and would wish, by 
another session, [stUl to offer a Petition to Parliament on the same subject, which he 
would amend if reqaired, annexing, at same time, better drawn plans. 
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Mr. Gourlay presents compliments to Mr. Stuart Wortley ; wrote to him 2d in- 
stant, with a Petition handed in at his house in Curzon-street, and, on the 8th, des- 
patched a note of inquiry on the subject to Yorkshire. In neither case having repi^, 
Mr. G. suspects some accident or mistake, and would be glad of a couple of lines m 
explanation. 

Hoiue of Correction, Cold-bathjields, 
July ITih, 1825. 



Curton-^treet, July 16th, 1825* 
Sir, 

I beg to return Co yon your Petition and plan for the north-west entrance 
into London. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 
Mr. Efbert GmrUiy. J. Sf U ART WOBTL£Y . 
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'' jour Petitioner is now in prisoD, and cannot obtain a Writ of 
" habeas corpus to go before a judge for advice, without payment of 
tiiirty shillings, which he cannot at present afford. 
*' That your Petitioner has long and seriously reflected on this 
subject. He has looked back to the first statute of labourers, 
enacted by Edward Hi., and that which amended the same: sta- 
*' tutes which record the most hypocritical, barefaced^ and flagitious 
*' conspiracy of the rich against the poor. He has read the history 
** of man through past ages, and- studied his ways up to the present 
'* hoar in great variety of personal experience ; all of which has exhi- 
'' bited misery as the result of selfishness, and selfishness as the 
" growth of ignorance. 

*' Your Petitioner is fully convinced that there is no necessary 
** barrier in the way of truth and justice ; that there need be no 
** warfare between the rich and the poor ; but. that the interests of 
** all may be balanced for the common good. 

** After having had more than twenty Petitions presented to Par- 
** liament and received, nol one of which has been seriously enter- 
** tained, your Petitioner has little hope of a hearing, especially at 
" this advanced period of the session; but trusts that the dawn of 
intellect and the spread of liberality may, by and by, introduce a> 
better age, when antipathies will be extiiiguished-^when kindly 
sympathies will have place between the rich and the poor — when 
no one individual will be dependent on the caprice of another, and 
when justice may be obtained ixee of cost. 

** He, therefore, entreats that this Petition may be printed, as a 

remembrancer, and that as soon as may be, the statute 11 Henry 

VII. cap. 12, being *a mean to speed poor labourers in their 

* suits/ be considered and amended. ' 

Your Petitioner, more and more convinced of the great importance 

of the above, loses no time in submitting it to your Lordships' 

House, and now most earnestly entreats that the subject may have 

immediate and serious attention. 

And he will ever pray, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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Mr. Gourlay begs of the Xxwd Chancellor to peruse and present the accompanying 
Petition (first copy of the above) to tlie Lords. 
Houte nf Correeti&n, Jubf 4, 1825. 



Sir, 



Hou$e of Correction, CM-baih^^ds, 
July 4/th, 1835. 



I intimated to you, under date Jane 10, that I would submit to you, after 
six or eight days, a Petition as to pleading in forma pauperit; bat my avocations have 
prevented attending to this till now, when I send you one which I hope is unobjec- 
tionable, and which I would be* glad if you would present, and get printed to-roorrow. 
Should yon decline, be so good as return it in the course of this evening, or early to- 
morrow morning. 

I am, &c. 
John WUtiams, E$q. M. P. ROBERT GOURLAY* 
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Sir,. 

I am desired by Mr. Williams to say, that when your Note and Petition 
C8me« he ^as, aceide»taUy, out if town, therefore he could neither present the Petition 
nor return it to you ; but he desires me also to say, that it would do no good at the 
end of the sessions, and he has no objection, to present it for you next sessions. 

. I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

R, SIMPSON, 

Clerk to Mr. WilUams, 
Lincoln* I Inn, July 6th, 1835. 



House of Correction, Cold-batk-Jieldt, 
July Qtk, 1825. 
Mr. Gourlay despatched to the House of Lords on the 4th Instant, a packet con- 
taining a Petition, and request that the Lord Chancellor would present the same. 
Supposes that there was not time before the close of the session for perusing and pre- 
senting the Petition ; and now begs to be favoured with two lines sayi-.ig if bis Lord- 
ship would present it next session, Mr. G. thinking the subject highly important, and 
most proper to be considered by the Lord Chancellor. 



Souse of Correction, Cold-hath^dds, 
July irilh 1825. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship wilt pardon my writing to you of a Sunday, seeing that on this day 
only have I a special messenger at command. On the 4th instant I despatched for 
.your Lordship, at the House of Lords, a Petition, begging that the same might be pre- 
sented, and, on the 8tb, conceiving that there had not been time for this before the 
prorogation, I made inquiry by note, addressed to Hamilton-piace, which was not 
replied to, perhaps because the retition was not calculated for next session. I now 
enclose anpther, and beg to be informed if your Lordship will present it on the meet- 
ing of parliament. Its feilow is in the hands of a Member of the Lower House, who 
is to do the duty there of presenting it, and a subject more fitting Cor your Lordship'^ 
seiious consideration cannot exut Two lines in reply will satisfy, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient servant. 
The Right Hon. The Earl ofEldon. ilOB£RT GOURLAY. 

NOT REPUED TO. 



House of Correction, Cold-bath^fields, 9ih August 1825t 
Sir, 

Your clerk wrote to me,. July 6th^that you. would have no objection to present my 
petition respecting iumg iti forma pawperis next session; and considering that yon 
have accomplished great public good, by instituting inquiry into Chancery-dela/s^ 
I shall not lose sight of this, if yon continue in Parliament. 

As you desired me to consider your numerous engagements, and not gioe ym trctMe 
unnecessary, I have delayed, till this vacation-time, to put two questions, which oc- 
curred on your presenting my Chancery petition. One prayer ot that petition was» 
that my petitions, presented S3d and 30th March, should be printed. This was not 
granted^and I should be glad to knowlf you had any reason for not urging the re- 
quest. Another prayer was, that I should be allowed means to publish my own Chan- 
cery experience, already printed to the extent of 260 pages. According to newspaper 
reports, you did not only not urge this, but told the House you did not suppose such a 
request would be granted, thus setting the question aside, which appeared to me 
strange, and especially a» you had not read my printed works, though offered yoo 
for perusal. I was of opinion, and am still, that my Chancery experience would 
tbirow great light on abuses* I cannot see that it was wrong to pray for means to- 
publish, or that Parliament might not have granted assistance towards this, if ptesaed 
to do 8o» as it grants assistance to many things not only of less conseq^aence^Jboi 
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apparent! J with inoch fess reason. It u possible yoa may know better, and I shall 
lie glad of frank explanation. 

I am» Sir, 

Your obedient serrant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
John Wiilvtmt, Esq* 

NOT REPLIED TO. 



CORRESPONDENCE WITH MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ON 

VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

Hcwu of Correction, Cdd-batkJMi, 
Qth July, 1825. 

Mr. Gourlay, after receiving Mr. Home's note of 2d July* expected, of couYse, that 
the petition from Wiltshire would be presented ; but having heard nothing of it, 
supposes some accident has happened, and wishing to inform subscribers bow it is, 
begs two lines in explanation from Mr. Hume. Perhaps he may keep the petition, 
and present it early next session. 

Mr. G. would be glad if Mr. H. would favour him with the Parliamentary report 
on the combination laws, which cannot be purchased. Some two months ago there 
was, amcmg the orders of the day, one respecting lbasimo making in scotlamo ^ 
and if any paper was printed on that subject, Mr. G. would be glad to have a copy 
of that also. Though a combination act has been passed repealing Mr. Hume's, iufi- 
nite good will result from the movement altogether ; and Mr. G. concludes with Ihauk- 
iug Mr. Hume for that public service. 



Wartking, 51st July, 1825w 
Dear Sir, 

I have only thisdaj received a letter from you, dated the Sth imtunt, requesting to 
know what became of the petition from Wiltshire, which, on the 2d of July, was en- 
trusted to my charge, and I beg to assure you that I presented the petition at the next 
meeting of the House; «nd, in my place,* appealed to Mr. Peel to institute an in- 
qairy respecting the propriety of keeping you in confinement. I understood from 
Mr. Peel that he had nothing to do with your confinement, and that you. might be 
Jlberaied on granting some forms which the law requires. 

I shall procure, on my return to town, a copy of the report on the combination laws, 
which shall be sent to yon. There was some bill in the House as to leasing ma- 
king ; but I really do not know about it, but shall inquire, and send you any papei» 
that may be about it. 

I am your obedient servant, 

Mr. Gouriay. Jt)SEPH HUME. 



Houie of Correction, Cold-bathfidikr 
_ Bth Augtut, 16«5» 

Sir, 
My friend, Mr. Bannister, who waited upon you in April, on my account, has now, 
for the first time, told me that you expressed an opinion to him that I was insane, and 
that he believes it was because of this you declined advocating ray cause. Permit 
jfue to say, that nothing would more oblige me than your frankly telling me, on what 
^on rested your opinion. Aware of this, I might convince you or others of the con- 
trary, and thus rescue myself from the greatest of misfortunes. 

If you have not destroyed the printed petition to the Lord President of the Cooit 
of Session, which I gave you, and can readily lay your hand upon it, I should be glad 
if you would return it to me. Begging to be excused for thus troubling you, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY^ 
J<Aii Suioft Wortley, Esq, 
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AkgtM 19th, tSf5. 
Sir, 
Having been from home» your letter of the 8th instant did not reach me until yes- 
terday> which will accooDt to you for not having received an earlier answer. The 
petition to the Court of Session to which you refer, if I have it, is left in London, 
and I> therefore, have it not in my power to send it to you. 

With reference to the other part of your letter, it is not very easy for me to give you 
an answer that is at ail likely to be satisfactory to you, andsl must therefore decline 

doing so. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 

J. STUART WORTLEY. 
Jldbert Gourlay, Eij. 



Home rfCorreduni, Cold-Mk-fieUtt, 
Mcy SOdi, 1895. 
<* This appeared to him to be much the same as if a disappointed suitor in the Court 
«' of Chancery (as for instance, Mr. Gourlay) should go up to the Noble Lord on the 
«' woolsack, and should saj, * May it pleaMe your Lordthip, I, as Mr. Gourlay, bear no Ul 
*' vnll * U you ai Earl of Eldon, but as a disappointed suitor in Chancery 1 1 hit you, as Lord ' 
*• • Chancellor, a knock on the head.* " (Hear, and a laugh.) These, my Lord Bishop of 
Chester, are words reported in the Times newspaper of 18th instant, as uttered by 
^ou * and which were no sooner read to me by a friend, than he exclaimed, *' what 
impertinence !''— I saw the matier more seriously, and so may speak of it on a 
future occasion. For the present, it is well .to ask, if you did utter such words ? and 
I put to you the question civilly, expecting a civil reply. If you did utter them, or 
others tantamount, I shall expect from your Lordship an apology ; and say this more, 
that it is due also to the public. The words quoted are every way unwarrantable. 
Towards me, as a persecuted man, they are cruel ; towards the public, their levity is 
especially unbecoming from the mouth of a Right Reverend Bishop. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
The Bi^ of Chester 

House of Correctiony June 3d, 18S5u 
Mr* Gourlay, while furnishing the Bishop of Chester with the annexed duplicate 
(of tlie above) for perusal In the Hou^oC Lords, whither this will be despatched, has 
only to add, that the letter was shown to several gentlemen, who approved of it, and, 
among others, to the Chaplain of this House, who said " The Bishop is a good mati, and, 
wU reply to U" 

" The Bishop of Chester said he had, from this occurrence, learned a lesson, not to 
<* make assertions on the authority of others. In future, he, certainly, should not re- 
'* peaty in that ^ouse, tbc statements of interested parties without due inquiry.** 
Extracted firom the Bishop** speech in the House of Lords, reported in the Times of 
June 4th« 1825. 

The Bishop further wrote a letter to the Chaplain of the House of Correction, to 
be iMd to me, expressing sorrow for what he had said^ and this I accepted as an ho- 
nonrable amends. 



House of Correction, Cold-bath'^fields, 
4ih June, 1825. 

" The next petition was from Mr. Gourlay, who was a mad man. That wa^ the 
<• real situation of Mr. Gourlay. He advised the learned and honourable mover 
*f (Mr. WiUiams) to look well to his safety. In the course of last sessions, Mr. 
'* vourlay had knocked down the member for Winchelsea, for. not presentuig his 
'< petition. But bis zeal was very indiscrimuiate. It would not be luqiriMng to bear 
<* of his treating the honourable and learned gentleman with as unsparing severity 
" for having presented the petition. In that case his animus of courage would avau 
" him but litue, Mr. Gourlay was a strong and a tall man. His honourable friend 
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** was not near so strong and to tall. Such were the petitions which his honourable 
" and learned friend thooght proper to present, thoogh he conld not be indaced to 
" own himself as father to the spurious ofispring. Mr. Oourlay had no objection to a 
'* Court of Chancery which would decide quickly, however erroneously.'' 

The above. Sir, is extracted from the Times newspaper of 1st instant, being part of 
what is there given as your speech in the House of Commons the preceding evening. 
As a lawyer, yea may be accustomed to sport with truth and sincerity ; as a member 
of Parliament, you are authorized to speak freely ; and as a privy councillor may 
think yourself safe in going any length with abuse ; but I would wish yoo to reflect 
seriously at home and of a Sunday, as a man and a Christian, how you would like 
to he thus spoken of, and what I may be entitled to do, mad or sober, in return, not on 
behalf of myself alone, but my children. It still remains for you to deny the antben- 
ticity of the report, or to make apology if it is correct. The Times newspaper cannot 
be regardless of its character in reporting Parliamentary speeches; and, on the other 
hand, it is not easy to imagine a gentleman of your standing and respectability could 
be guilty of gross and unfeeling slander. 

Your obedient servant, 

Jhe Soiicitar GeneraL ROBERT GOURLAY. 



*' The Solicitor General My defended the Lord Chancellor from the impntation 
*' of being the cause of the delays complained of. He noticed the subjects of the 
" various Petitions now before the House, and^ maintaiued that four of them stated 
" nntruths and deception. Among thera, was one from Mr. Gonrlay, who, he said, waa 
" an undoubted madman. The fifths from a person who had been committed to the 
*' Fleets originated in direct malice." 

Sir, 

Referring to my letter of the 4th instant, handed in that day to your 
Chambers, Stone-buildings, and to the duplicate despatched two days afterwards to 
the House of Lords, I now furnuh yon with another edition of the slander extracted 
from the Salisbury Journal, leaving it to you to determine what is proper on your part. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
The Solicitor GeneraL ROBERT GOURLAY. 

House of Carnetumf Cold^haelh^fieidi, 
June 11, 1835. 

NOT REPLIED TO. 



There were, in the course of the Session, petitions presented in my favour fiom 
the parishes of Ceres, Forgan, Ferry-port-on-Graig, and Schoonie, in Fifeshise ; also 
from the Borough of Hindoo and vicinity, the parishes of Tisbury, Wily, Langfofd, 
Stapleford, Newton, and Wishford, m Wiltshire. Of these, the three following are 
specimens extracted from the Journals of the House of Commons. 



No. 932. 

A Petition of there undersigned inhabitants of the parish of Schoonie andxounty of 
Fife was presented and read; setting forth, that the Petitioners have heard; wich much 
soiTow» that Mr. Robert Gourlay, a native of that county, has been deprived of his 
property in England by a long continued suit in Chancery ; that for no less a period 
than five years* he has been deprived from exercising laudable means for the provision 
aod well-being of his family by litigation, and is still deprived of the same, and that 
he is now c^ned in the House of Correction, Cold-bath-fields, for a breach of pri- 
rilege [this is a mistake] upon the House. The Petitioners, therefore, entreat, that 
the House will be pleased to make such inquiry into the case of the said Robert 
Gourlay as may ensure to him that consideration of the grievances of which he com- 
plains, which a wise, enlightened, and impartial government is so eminently- calcu- 
lated to bestow. 
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No. 933. 

A Petition of the there undersigned inhabitants of the parish of Wily and hs Yicl* 
nitj, in Wiltshire« was presented and read ; setting forth that the Petitioners have 
heard that Robert Gourlay, late of Deptford-^farni in that county, has been deprived 
of bis property in England by a long continued and vexatious suit in Chan- 
cery; that he has been unconstitutionally banbhed from his property in Canada, 
after two honourable acquittals from false charges ; that he has been unjustly deprived 
of provision for his children during five years by litigation, and is still deprived of the 
nine, though secured by decision of the Ho'use of Lords ; that he hus often, but with- 
out success, petitioned the King and Parliament for inquiry into his case ; and that 
be is now confined in the House of Correction, Cold>bath-fields, without benefit of 
trial. The Petitioners, therefore, entreat that the House will be pleased to appoint a 
commission to visit th6 said Robert Gourlay, make such inquiry into his case as 
to ensure justice, and restore him to the possession of his property at home and abroad. 



No. 934. 



Two Petitions of the Inhabitants of the borough of Hindon and its vicinity, in the 
county of Wilts ; and of the inhabitants of Tisbury and its vicinity, in the counter of 
Wihs« were presented and read ; setting forth, that the Petitioners, taking into consi- 
deration the case of Robert Gourlay, once an occupier of land in the county of Wilts, 
and now confined in the House of Correction, Cold-batb-fields, for insanity, which, in the 
Tiew of the Petitioners, is a case of great hardship and against every feeling of huma- 
nity, and likely to cast a stain on the justice of the House, for whose honour the 
Petitioners feel the highest veneration and esteem : The Petitioners, therefore, pray 
that a commission may be appointed to inquire into his case, that the said Robert 
Gourlay may be visited, examined, and assisted, if found worthy. 



7%e Retitidn of the undersigned Inhabitants of the Parishes of 
Siaphford, Wishford, and Newton, in the County of Wilts, 

Hnmbly showeth. 

That your Petitioners have heard that Robert Gourlay, late of Deptford-farm in 
this county, is now confined, as an insane person, in the House of Correction, Cold* 
bath- fields, merely oalhe'oath of hired doctors. 

That your Petitioners think that this is contrary to justice, and therefore entreat 
that inquiry shall be made into the case of the said Robert Gourlay, so that he may be 
liberated and assisted, if fi>und worthy. — And, as in duty booud, they will ever pray. 



HoiLse of Correction^ Cold-batk-JUlds, 
October 14, 1825. 
My Lord, 

1 addressed your Lordship, the 17th of July, desiring to know if you would 
presenfto the House of Lords, next Session, a Petition accompanying my letter ; but 
received no reply. It is to suppose that yonr Lordship might not then have time to pemse 
the petition; but now it may be read and reflected on. It maintains, that justice 
SHOULD COST NOTHING, and has these words : " your pgtitioncr is kow im 

" PBISON, AND CANNOT OBTAIN A WRIT OF habcOS COTpUS TO GO BEFO<«K A 
*' JUDGE FOR ADVICR WI1H0UT PAYMENT OF THIRTY SHILLINGS, WHICH BE 
" CANNOT AT PRESENT AFFORD." 

This letter has no other object but to qall attention to the above -position and these facta. 

Your Lordship's obedient servant. 
The Right Hoiurrable the Earl of Eldon, ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Lord OuinceUor, j-c. ^c. 



APPENDIX 



SECOND SERIES. 



CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING CANADA, &c, 

• (B. 1.) 

Berwick Farm, near Hindon, 
Wiltshire, April, 1823. 

Dear Sir^ 

Last year I asked you to present for me to the House 
of Commons^ a Petition^ stating that I had witnesses ready to proVe 
certain abominable treatment experienced by me in Upper Canada. 
You interested yourself in the most friendly manner ; put the Peti- 
tion into the h9nds of Mr. Brougham^ who expressed his sense of 
the hardship of the case : advised that the Petition should be am- 
plified; undertook to present it; gave me reason to think that he 
would exert himself in my behalf; delayed presenting the Petition 
for several months, and then flung it before the House - without a 
word to gain attention; The impression made on my mind was 
that Mr. Brougham had some reason for disappointing my hopes, 
which he did most grievously. If he really had/ he will, I trust, 
frankly declare what it was. Though f occupy a very different 
station from that of the Emperor of Russia, I am nearer at haod, 
not yet under the earth, and very far from being afraid of ** drop$ 
pj blood,* I did not flinch among Fife lairds, and shall not among 
English paupers. 

Mr. Brougham presented for me two Petitions, which are printed 
together in the Journals.f The personal Petition, offering to bring 
forward witnesses needed very little oratory to gain for it notice. If 
its assertions are true, every Member of the House would allow 
that my case ought to be inquired into ; and in the Upper House 
Lord Holland said so, the last business day of last session. I as- 
sert to you, upon my honour, that nothing but zeal for retaining 



* See Mr. Brougham's speech in the House of Commons just before the date of 
the above letter, 
t See A. 6, and A. 7, 

T 
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Upper Canada to Britain, and that, too, for vast purposes of benevo- 
lence ever actuated my conduct there. After being twice tried, 
and honourably acquitted, I was flung into jail and ruined — ruined 
in fortune, credit, health, reputation. For what 1 — for the expres- 
sion of natural feelings and truth — for the just reprobation of fools 
and blackguards: because, too, of the most infamous and groundless 
slanders forged and propagated by ministerial agents. 

The ignorance of people at home regarding Canada, and on the 
subject of colonial policy in general, is beyond measure ; but never 
had clearer display than in the debates of last summer upon the 
Canada Government and Trade Bill. I objected to that Bill in letters 
to Mr. Hume, Mr. Wilmot, Mr. Brougham, Mr. EUiee, and Sir 
James Mackintosh ; and seeing the continuance of outrage to de- 
cency and common sense, scrolled off a Petition, as a text for conver- 
sation on the subject with Mr. Brougham : I had no opportunity to 
converse, and Mr. Brougham, without being aware of my meaning, 
presented the scroll (A. 7). It is well, after all, that he did so ; it 
ivill remain as a public testimony that my sentiments accorded with 
those of the Colonists. Here is an extract of a letter received by 
me a few weeks ago from a Member of the Upper Canada Parlia- 
ment, dated 3d November, 1822 : — *' It is supposed that the Parlia- 
*' ment will be called together shortly, to take jnto consideration 
"the Government Bill, for uniting the Provinces. I think the ma- 
" jority of the Members will be for union, bbt not under the pre- 
" sent Bill. All that I have spoken to about it, detest the idea of 
" such a Bill taking place. The Trade Bill is a most infamous 
thilig for our part of the country: it amounts to a^ complete! pro- 
hibition, as our vessels cannot go into their (United States') ports, 
without immense tonnage duty ; nor theirs into ours upon the 
*^ same principle. There is no doubt we are going downhill as 
** fast as possible.'' A commission ought immediaUly to be sent out 
to British North America^ to inquire into facts, and blow up the hum- 
bug of that country remaining a burden to Britain : show this letter 
to all who are named in it with your convenience, and tell Mr. . Wil- 
mot in particular, for the information of the new* Secretary for the 
Colonies, that I, disappointed of a lairdship in Fife — ousted of my 
farm in Wilts, and reduced to pauperism by persecution, will yet, 
with the. patronage of Government, give one hundred thousand pounds 
a year for British North America, on a twenty years' lease — ^^save 
all expenses to this country after ten years ; and deliver up posses- 
sion to His Majesty at the end of my lease, not only in good re- 
pair, but with a vast increase of loyal subjects. — Huzza, for Fife- 
shire and the lang toon o'Kirkaldy ! — 

I have perfect confidence in your goodness and need not say 
more. 

Lieut. 'Gen. Yours, &c. 

Sir Ronald Ferguson, K.C.B. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

M.P. S^c. Sfc. Sfc, 



it 

€i 



* It was reported at this time that Lord Batburst was going out. 
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(B. 2.) 

Berwick Farm, 22d iWby, 1823. 
Sir, 

You will receive in the course of to-morrow, a packet sent 
by coach to London, containing correspondence, &c. which took 
place last summer, regarding the Petition to Parliament which you 
took a friendly interest in, with copies of other papers and letters 
connected with the subject-^to toe a sedous one. May I ask you, 
when your leisure permits to look over these copies, and allow Mr. 
Brougham, or any other Member of Parliament to do so. The last 
two letters I should be glad if you would peruse on receipt of the 
packet. Allow me to assure you of my respectful regard ; and confi- 
dence, that, should opportunity offer, you will advance what I have 
been praying for — inquiry into the state of Upper Canada. 

Yours, &c. 
Lieut.'Gen. Sir R. Ferguson. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



(B. 3.) 

Berwick Farm, June 26, 1823. 
Sir, 

I sent to London some weeks ago, a parcel containing a 
COKRESPONDENCE as to my Canadian affairs, &c. which I suppose 
was delivered to you ; but not being sure of this, should be obliged 
with two lines, saying, if you received it or not. Address to me^t 
Berwick Farm, Hindon, Wilts, and believe me faithfully^ 

Yours, &c. 
LieuL-^Gen. Sir R. Ferguson. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



(B- 4.) 

ClargeS'Street, Saturdap, 28M June, 1823. 
Dear Sir, 

I this morning received your letter of the 26th inst. and 
beg to inform you, that I received your papers safe. Owing to a 
pressure of business, I have not been able to read them with that at- 
tention I wished. 

My opinion of your treatment in Canada is the more confirmed 
by all the information which reaches me ; but, under present cir- 
cumstances, . I cannot be sanguine as to your injuries being re- 
dressed. 

Pray let me know to whom I. shall send the papers previous to my 
leaving town. 

I am, > Dear Sir, 
Robert <jr<mrlay, Esq. Your faithful humble servant, 

R. C. FERGUSON. 
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(B. 5-) V 

2d August, 1823. 

Dear Sir, 

I am on my road to Raith, and find I forgot to write 
to you before leaving London, to say, that I had changed my house 
from No. 1, Clarges-street, to No. 5, Bolton-row, Piccadilly* 
where I have left your papers, sealed up, to be delivered when 
called for. — I am, (in great haste,) 

Yours, truly, 
Rithtrt Gmrluy, Esq. R. C. FERGUSON. 

(B. 6.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finshury, 2d Feb. 1824. 
Dear Sir, 

I called at No. 5, Bolton-row, Piccadilly, the 18th of 
last month, and carried off the packet of papers left for me. I read 
them over to a friend, who has marked them with his initials^ and 
the date ; explaining to him, at the same time the, serious, and to 
me, important business connected with them. I shall carry 
them back to No. 5, Bolton Row, to-morrow; and hand them in 
along with this. All that I request of you is, merely to keep them 
in your possession until I have occasion to refer to them, which I 
expect to have at an early period of tlft session of Parliament. — Be- 
lieve me, with respect and confidence. 

Yours, &c. . 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

N.B. I have added to the correspondence relating to Canada, a 
letter to Mr, AVrlmot, dated 3d December, 1823. 

To Lieut ••Gen, Sir R, Ferguson, 

Contents of tJie Packet sent to Sir Ronald Ferguson. 

(B. 7.) 

I 

13, Clifton-strut, Finsbury, \st April, 1822. 
Sir, 

I called this morning at your house, to request the favour of 
your looking over the scroti of a Petition which I should be glad was 
presented to the House of Commons this week. Finding that I had neg- 
lected to put the scroll in my pocket, I retired, came home for it, and 
now finding it will be too late to see you in person to-day, take the 
liberty of accompanying it with this that you may glance it over at 
first leisure, and return it to me. I should, with great pleasure, again 
wait on you in York-place, if you desire to speak on the subject at 
any time most convenient to you. The subject of the Petition is a 
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vital one to me^ and 1 shall not again have a chance of producing 
witnesses. 

Whether my proposals are at all hopeful, you will be able to judge. 
For myself, I am very ignorant of forms. 

I have the honour to be, 
Joseph Hume, Esq, Yours, Szc. 

ROBERT GpURLAY. 

{B. 8.) 

Sir, 

I have perused the draft of the proposed Petition ; and 
would suggest the propriety of your asking some other Member to 
present it, as I presented one from you so lately. 

I am, your obedient servant, 
April 3d, 1822. JOSEPH HUME. 

Scroll Petition above referred to, see, as amended (A. 6.) 

(B. 9.) 

13, Clifton'Street, Finshury, Thursday, 
Sir, 

I called at your lodgings yesterday, to ask the favour 
of your presenting for me the accompanying (the above) Petition to 
the House of Commons : but do not regret delay, as it may give you 
time to consider the subject, should you be inclined to oblige me. I 
ask your assistance as a representative of my native country ; and 
^ne whose conduct in Parliament I have uniformly admired. Could 
you be at home on Saturday, 1 should gladly wait upon you, to 
converse on the subject of the Petition-^and am. 

Yours, &c. 
Sir R. Ferguson, ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. la.) 

9th April, 1822. 
Sir, 

I was sorry I was from home when you called on me, and 
was so occupied when in town, that I could not fix a day to meet 
you. I am at present in the country, but shall return to town next 
v^eek, when I shall be happy to see you any day between twelve 
and one o'clock.— 1 shall be glad to be of use to you, and to have a 
conversation with you on the subject of your Petition, but I fear that 
my presenting it would not be attended with any advantage to you, 
as it ought to be in the hands of some Member intimately acquainted 
with the laws administered in our Colonies. If I can be of use in 
pointing out such a person, it will give me pleasure. 

I am, Sir, 
^ Your humble servant, 

R. C. FERGUSON. 
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(B. 11.) 

13, Clifton-street, Saturday, 

Sir, 

I have received your obligiog letter of 9th instant, and 
M^hen Parliament meets, shall take advantage of your offer to con- 
verse with you on the subject of my Petition. It does not require 
legal knowledge : I wave the point of law^ and confine my prayers 
solely to inquiry, because of severe treatment in jail, which could 
not be proved till now that people are in London who were at the 
trial. I take the liberty to enclose for your perusal a Petition, which 
Mr. Hume lately had presented for me, and which I should be glad 
to have again noticed. 

I have the honour to be. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. Ferguson. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 12.) 

13, Clif ton-street, 22d April, 1822. 

Sir, , 

Upon further consideration, I found that it would be 
impossible for me to make my round in the country, and be back to 
wait on you as proposed next Friday ; I have, therefore, resolved to 
remain in town till my Petition is presented. At twelve o'clock, 
Wednesday next, I shall call at your house ; and if you are then 
engaged, shall return at any hour you appoint ; meantime you will 
have opportunity to converse with Sir James Mackintosh aad Mr. 
Brougham. Nothing would please me so much as to see an ioquiiy 
into the state of North American Colonies instituted by them, and 
the occasion is ripe. The Attorney-General of Upper Canada has 
been sent home by the Legislature of that Province, to complain of 
the non-payment, on the part of Lower Canada, of certain duties, 
&c. — This is quite a bagatelle ) but it may give an opening for ex- 
tended inquiry, which should, indeed, be immediate and complete, 
embracing the whole economy of the Government of British North 
America. It may be a question, whether it would be better to let 
ministers come before the House themselves, which, I presume, the 
mission from Upper Canada must require of them to do, or for tiie 
leaders of opposition to give the set-to. The necessities of the 
times and general notoriety, as to Colonial abuses, are quite sufficient 
for a ground work : our whole Colonial system needs, and must 
speedily be reformed ; but, when inquiry is gone into for this end, . 
the subject should be considered by parts. Very different views 
should be taken of North American Colonies, and the East Indies, 
the South Sea Islands, the West Indies, or such a baseless piece of 
folly as maintaining, at great expense, the Ionian Islands. It is 
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just five years since I went out to North America ; and I was not long 
there before I saw clearly what was wrong — business and common 
sense uniformly sacrificed to folly and favouritism. At this moment, 
lam as sure as that I am in existence that several hundred thousand 
pounds a year could be drawn into the British Treasury, by the 
mere righ^ dbposal of land in lieu of as much paid out for esta- 
blishments absurd and unnecessary. In these times this is important : 
It should now be simply asked, what can he made of this or that 
colony 1 My Petitions have all been intended rather as matter of 
form than any thing else. I have had little hope of their obtaining, 
notice of themselves, but was sanguine that circumstances would 
soon conspire to cause inquiry, and that then what they pointed to, 
might be seriously thought of. If considering the proper time to be 
arrived, my present one could afford opportunity for a motion being 
made for general inquiry, good and well : it would make me proud 
to have my perseverance honoured. Otherwise let it simply be pre- 
sented and printed for future reference. Decision as to this, I 
should leave entirely to yourself and the gentlemen spoken of, so 
well qualified to decide for the best. I have had a "strange struggle, 
and now unfortunately labour' under a nervous malady, which often 
totally unmans me ; but, you may depend upon this, that I never 
entertainined a single mean or mischievous thought ; and when the 
Fifeshire espionage has, by corresponding with the county Member, 
ascertained all my ** motions/* political or otherwise, there will be 
found none which I shall not be very happy to have proclaimed 
aloud. I accompany this with two printed Petitions, which I 
wish to remain with you, but which I inadvertently carried off: also, 
a circular, of which you would receive a copy soon after its date ; 
but which, no doubt, has been long since thrown aside. Did your 
leisure permit, you might again glance over the statement which it 
contains. ' I have the honour to be. 

Yours, <&c. 
Sir R. Ferguson. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 13.) 

Sir, 

The Petition, &c. are in Mr. Brougham's possession, and 
if you will take thetrouble to call on Saturday, the day originally 
agreed on, I have no doubt I shall have his opinion on the subject 
of your Petition. In haste — I am, yours, 

R. C. FERGUSON. 

Wednesdaj/ Morning, 24th April. 
Robert Gourlay Esq. 

(B. 14.) 

1, ClargeS'Street, Thursday, 90th April, 
Sir, 

After seeing you yesterday, I had a conversation with 
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Mr. Brougham. He lias read your case, ami thioks it a strong one, 
aud will be happy to present a Petition for yon. He bids me say, 
however, that he wishes you to make out a Petition shortly em- 
bracing the whole of your case, instead of referring to any former 
Petitions. He likewise thinks that baving any thing printed on the 
same paper with the Petition might be objected to, at all events 
would not be printed with the Petition. Under these circumstances, 
I strongly advise you to make out a Petition as shortly as you can, 
containing your whole case, which will enable Mr. Brougham to 
state it fully to the House. Should you agree to this suggestion, if 
you will bring your Petition here I shall forward it to Mr. Brougham. 

In great haste-- 1 am, &c* 
Robert Gourlay, Esq. R. C. FERGUSON. 



(B. 15.) 



Saturday Night, Ath May. 

Dear Sir, 

On my return home to night, I found the enclosed note from 
Mr. Brougham, by which you will see he cannot see you to-morrow 
at eleven, as he intended. You will better leave a message that yon 
will call at five or next moniing, (Monday,) at a quarter before five. 

Yours, &c. 

R. C. FERGUSON. 

Pray let Mr. Gourlay know that I am not able to see him to-morrow 
before five ; or any other morning at a quarter before ten. — I have 
read and corrected the Petition which will now do very well. 

Yours, 
Lieut.'Gen. Sir R. C Ferguson. H. B. 



(B. 16.) 



13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, Qth May, 1822. 

Sir, 

You will receive along with this my Petition and annex- 
ations fully and fairly engrossed. It would be important to have 
the whole printed. The sedition law of Upper Canada is, I pre- 
sume, the most villanous piece of legislation that ever was penned, 
taking it merely as applicable to aliens, and the more it is studied, the 
more will this appear. It is of itself quite sufficient to provoke in- 
quiry into the stat^ of the prtDvince, especially now when three yean 
have gone by since it was applied to me, a British subject ; and since 
repeated attempts made by the Assembly to have it repealed have 
been resisted by the Legislative Council of the Province. 
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kf you did oot yourself propose to bring on a motion, for general 
inquiry into the state of Upper Canada, and other North American 
Colonies, it would be; highly beneficial to press Ministers to a 
speedy, frank, and full discussion on the subject. Were a plan di- 
gested now, it would be laid before the Provincial Legislatures in 
time to be returned,, with their sentiments, for mature consideration 
next session of the Imperial Parliament. No time should be lost 
to treat with the Colonies on liberal principles : nothing but libera* 
iity will do; and with this they can be-retiined with profit and ho- 
nour. AVe can, with the utmost ease, retain the sovereignty, the 
right of disposing of land, and the monopoly of trade, after all inter- 
ference with internal legislation is withdrawn, which it should be 
gradually. 

With respect to my own individual case, it would be high gratifi- 
cation to have an address to the Crown moved in my favour, whether 
I should ever be able to take advantage of it or not. Chances are 
against me. I am not only broken down in health and fortune, but 
torn to pieces with private cares, in such a way, that life itself h 
BO enviable possession ; yet, even dying, I should wish to die for the 
sake of my children, cleared from even the nominal taint of banish- 
ment. 

Presuming that you will present my petition to-morrow, (Thursday,) 
I shall attend in the lobby of the House, between half-past three and 
four o'clock, lest you should wish to put to me any question. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Henry Brougham, Esq. M.P. 



(B. 17.) 

13, Cliftan'Strtet, Ftiutery, 9th May, 1822. 
Sir, 

The Petition which you returned to me, was put into the' 
liands of General Ferguson, who has proved friendly. He consulted 
Mr. Brougham on the subject, who advised, that the Petition should 
foe amplified, and that being done, he is to present it early next week. I 
take' the liberty to accompany this with a scroll of the principal part, 
together with printed documents, formerly referred to as memoranda, 
should you feel inclined to advance any thing on the occasion. No- 
thing could be more wantonly cruel than my treatment in Upper 
Canada ; and nothing can prove more clearly the tyrannical spirit 
which exists there, than the fact that the sedition law, under the to- 
lour of which I was imprisoned and banished, still remains on the 
statute book, from the resistance on the part of the Legislative Coun- 
cil to the repeated attempts of the Commons' House of Assembly to 
have it repealed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Jouph Hume, Esq. 

V 
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(B. 18.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, 10th May, 1822. 
Sir, 
\ You will recollect having presented for me two Petitions 

to the House of Commons last year, and the year before. I had then 
expectation that a commission would come home from Upper Canada, 
requiring of the Home Government a full and fair inquiry into the 
state of the province ; but, in that I was disappointed, and, early this 
sessrou, had Mr. Hume to present for me a Petition, pointing to what 
might be done in North American Colonies, on the score of economy 
and retrenchmtnt, I have now, in the hands of Mr. Brougham, a 
fourth petition, praying for inquiry into my own case, banished 
under colour of the Canadian Sedition Act; a matter which I did not 
before urge, for want of witnesses. This, I expect, will be presented 
early next week, and I take the liberty to furnish you with a copy 
along with this, thinking it possible that something may occur to you, 
with previous reflection, worthy of notice on the occasion. When you 
presented my first petition, you observed that the Canadian statute 
might, of itself, be an object for Parliamentary attention. It is a 
statute which, taken as applicable only to aliens, is absolutely nau- 
seous ; and the fact, that the Legislative Council of Upper Canada 
has resisted, for these two last years, the desire of the Commons* 
House of Assembly to have it repealed, speaks volumes against the 
spirit which governs and degrades that country. Could you find 
occasion to converse with Mr. Brougham on this subject, and on the 
policy which should be pursued towards North American Colonies, 
it might lead to important results. I observed, from newspapers, that 
petitions had been sent to you from Newfoundland, praying for a 
regular constitution of government to that country, and also your 
conversation with Mr. Wilmot, in the House of Commons, wherein 
he spoke of bringing forward something on the subject early next 
session. From years of reflection, it has occurred to me that there 
is but one course of policy which 'can retain to Britain her North 
American Colonies : viz. by confederating them, and granting inde- 
pendence, as soon as their strength is sufficient to maintain it. The 
Canadas, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Newfoundland^ naturally 
hang together, have ample bounds, and with the redundant popula- 
tion of Britain thrown into them for ten or a dozeti years, would 
be able to defend themselves. The hearts of the people still glow 
with a desire to remain connected with this country : liberally treated, 
they would for ever admit of the sovereignty of the British crown, 
allow us to draw a revenue from the disposal of unappropriated 
lands, and enjoy a monopoly of their trade. These, surely, are im- 
portant objects, and if speedily seen to, may be secured. Did op- 
position members press ministers, this session, to a declaration of 
some specific plan, it could be laid before the Colonial Legislatures 
for their adoption, in time to be <ionfirmed in the ensuing session of 
the Imperial Parliament. For three years past, a dispute has sttb* 
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listed between the goveraments of Upper and Lower Canada^ re- 
specting certain duties collected at Quebec. For a time, a share of 
these was granted to the former by the latter, but of late has been 
refused; and because of this, chiefly, a commission has been sent 
home to confer with the Supreme Government. It is also proposed 
to unite the Canadas. I have only to observe, that it will be a thou- 
sand pities if time is lost in the consideration of partial measures. 

The whole system of our Colonial government and policy in North 
America is wrong, and to press on to a thorough revision would be 
at once honourable to the party who does it, advantageous to the 
Mother Country, and merciful to the Colonies, where degradation 
and misery exist without the smallest necessity. 

You will, I trust, pardon this liberty, and believe me to be, with 
high i^espect, yours, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Sir James Mackintosh. 

(B. 19.) 

13, Clffton-street, Finsburt/, I3th May^ 1822. 
Sir, 

A qervous malady, to which I have been subject ever 
since my confinement in Niagara jail, has, owing to the pressure of 
private cares, been~ growing upon me for the last two months. It 
now almost unfits me for business, and there is no remedy but in 
bard exercise and change of scene. I wished to remain in town till 
after my petition was presented, lest, beforehand, you should have any 
question to put to me; but now, supposing this can be dispensed 
with, I go off to-day to the country for a week, and on my return, 
if any motion is made for inquiry into ray case, or generally into 
that of Upper Canada, 1 shall be more fit for examination if called 
upon. 

On Saturday I addressed a few lines to Sir James Mackintosh and 
Mr. Hume ; furnished them with copies of my petition and annexa- 
tions , said you would present the petition early this week, and that 
I should be happy, had they opportunity, to converse with you on 
the subject. 

I have just observed from the newspapers of this morning, that 
Mr. Hume is to bring on his motion respecting the Ionian Islands 
to-morrow, and' the consideration of abuses in North American Co- 
lonies may do well to go hand in hand with that ; although there 
Is a very different course of policy to be pursued with these colonies. 
The former, no doubt, must be abandoned ; the latter should be 
retained, cherished, confederated, and, after a given period, have 
freedom to act for themselves. In my petition, presented by Mr. 
Hume, 27tli February last, I endeavoured to set forth objects worthy 
oi attention, regarding North American Colonies, which will bear 
review. The fact, that a judicious disposal of unappropriated lands 
would bring 'in a considerable revenue is important, not only in 
point of economy towards this country, but in justice to the inhabi- 
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iants of Upper danada, to whom several hundred thousand poandi 
are due, for losses sustained in the late war with the United States, 
which could .be speedily made good to them out of the land sales. 
Were a commission, consisting of plain business men sent out to sur- 
vey and report, as to the public lauds, they would see into this at 
once. Perhaps, indeed, documents, which must be in possession of 
the Colonial Department, could be obtained by a motion for that 
purpose, from which estimates could be immediately made of the 
value of these lauds, laying in a state, at present, worse than useless. 
There is, in shorf, a vast field for inquiry and improvement ; but it 
would be improper for me, at present, farther to engage your valu- 
able time, than merely to hint at such a matter as this, obvious, prac- 
ticable, and pressing for notice. 

I have the honour to be, with much respect. 

Yours, &c, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

H. Brougham, Esq. 

(B. 20.) 

^ aifton-streety Finsbuiy, Ma^ 28M, 1822. 

Sir, 

I expected you would present my petition on the 13th 
or 14th instant, and was auxious to remain in town till it was pre- 
sented ; but the slate of my health hurried me to the country, from 
whence I returned only last Saturday. You have not, I presume, 
delayed, merely from my absence, and, I flatter myself, you only 
wait the fittest moment to doju slice to the subject. Indeed, I have 
more and more hope that you will make it the ground of a motion, 
not for inquiry into my special case alone, but, into the state of 
Upper Canada and North American Colonies in general. The sub- 
ject is quite ripe, and needs probing to the bottom. Ministers, I 
understand, are preparing a bill to lay before Parliament, regarding 
Canada ; but i have little expectation that they will proceed lipon 
the broad principles which alone can ensure permanent arrange- 
ment ; and it would be duty both to Britain and the Colonies, to 
press at once the consideration and adoption of such. We can, with 
the utmost ease, retain British North America, and make the most 
of it. We can make it a mean, not only of controlling the United 
States, as it concerns political power, but of gradually improving 
those feelings which should subsist between the people of that 
country and this— feelings which, it may be hoped, might, by and 
by, put down all chance of jealousy, ill-will, or contention, and admit 
of an intercourse equally friendly and profitable. 

I observe, from the newspapers of last week, that, to a question 
from Mr. Ellice, Mr. Wilmot replied; that Government had come to 
the resolution of advancing £100,000, to satisfy the claims of suf- 
ferers in Upper Canada, by the late war— Government to be answer- 
able for one half, and the province for the other ; and that a com- 
mission was to go out immediately to investigate the claims. This 
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business has been trifled with for six years, at the beginning^of which 
period the whole claims, amounting to several hundred thousand 
pounds, could have been satisfied with greater ease thaii £100,000 
will be now, and that too in the simplest manner. I should say, send 
oat a commission not only to investigate this much, but the whole 
affairs of the province. I shall now be stationary in town till the 
end of the session of Parliament ; and my present object in address- 
ing you is to say, that I shall at any time be ready to reply to what- 
ever question you may wish to put, either as to my own personal case; 
or regarding public affiiirs. Although I should be sorry to intrude, 
you will allow me to say, that you cannot call upon my assistance 
too often, or interrogate too freely. 

I am, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
H. Sraugham, Eltq, 

NoTB. — Mr. Gourlay will hand this (the above) in to No. 5, 
Hill-street, and call again in half an hour, should there be occasion 
for it. 

(B. 21.) 

13, Clif ton-street, Finsbury, ^Xst June, 1822. 
Sir, 

You are, I flatter myself, delaying to present my petition 
till the best opportunity shall occur, and I am hence the more san- 
guine that it may be productive of good. 

Seeing, from the newspapers of this morning, that Mr. Wilmot has 
brought forward a proposal for consolidating the Canadas, I cannot 
resist expressing to you my opinion, that pushing this to a conclu- 
sion without previous submission to the existing Provincial Legisla- 
tures, would be very ill advised— would certainly give offence to a great 
portion of the Colonies, and have little chance of being permanently 
adhered to. There are many reasons why Upper and Lower Canada 
should have distinct legislatures, and I have heard but one for 
the proposed consolidation, viz. that the duties collected at Quebec 
may be fairly apportioned. My own opinion is, that there should be 
no duties collected (by the Provincials) at Quebec ; but that the 
provincial revenue should be drawn wholly from land ; and that , for 
more than ordinary reasons. But, allowing that duties were ^con- 
tinued on imported goods, they might certainly be apportioned, with- 
out jumbling together the whole affairs of people differing in lan- 
guage, laws, manners, religion, &c» The commerce and navigation 
of the St. Lawrence may, indeed, be regulated by a distinct statute, 
and the provinces may be confederated for that and other such gene- 
ral concerns — not the Canadas only, bu^ the whole of British North 
America. I am glad to see that Sir James Mackintosh has objected 
fo the hasty proposal, and hope you will excuse this notice of it. 

The Provincial Legislatures could be called together by October 
next, and their opinion obtained on any measure now brought for- 
ward, in order to a final adjustment next session, of the Imperial 
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Parliament. This would be notfaiog more than fair, and might $ave 
much trouble in the end. 

I have the honour to be with high respect^ 

Yours, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Henry Brougham^ Esq. 

P.S. Were it possible to have a commission appointed to go out 
to Upper Canada, with unbiassed, disinterested, and determined 
mind to get at the truth, exposures, I am confident, might be made 
of evil influences of the crowns which have no parallel-^influences, 
by which the fairest part of America is rendered vile and worthless. 
A recollection that you are oh Monday to move on the subject in- 
duces me to say this. ^ . R. G. 

(B. 22.) 

13, Clifton'Streei, Finabury, 4th Jtdy, 1822. 
Sir, 

< I was glad to observe from Newspapers of 21st June, 
that you questioned the propriety of passing the bill now before 
Parliament, for altering the constitutional act of Canada, without 
consulting the feelings of the inhabitants ; and 1 cannot yet guess at 
the reason which Mr. Wilmot has to offer for not previously doing so. 

I have now before me the bill (amended by the Committee) and 
have perused it carefully. By uniting the legislatures, I see nothing 
to be gained, but an opportunity and excuse for introducing the 
English language throughout, an object certainly desirable, hut which 
may otherwise be accomplished. Holding the legislatures distinct 
for their respective local transactions, and having a council or con- 
gress for general management, woiild be altogether preferable. The 
mere extent of the country (twice the length of this island) affords 
reasons sufficient for cutting it in two. The proposal to lengthen the 
duration of parliament, from four to five years, will certainly give 
offence to the people, without being attended with any benefit, and 
altering the qualification for a member of assembly, from the pos- 
session of 400 acres of land to a property of <£500 value, is also an 
interference which will not be relished : indeed, all such petty inter- 
ferences will only tend to make the Canadians look across their 
boundary to the United States, — for comparisons only generate dis- 
content. 

The whole of the clauses of the bill, respecting duties, proceed 
updn error. Between Canada and the United States there should 
be no obstruction to free trade. Along such a boundary, it is quite 
impossible to prevent smuggling, and upon the side of Canada, free 
trade would, upon the whole, be advantageous to this country, by 
disposing of British manufactures, in spite of the restrictive system 
of the United. States. Duties levied at Quebec, and left to be ap- 
plied by the provincial legislatures, to undefined purposes, do harm, 
inasmuch as they lighten the tax upon land, which would go to im- 
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prove the Btate of property. Duties levied on the trade at Quebec, and 
applied to the improvement of the St. Lawrence navigation, might be 
highly beneficia], and this, I conceive, could be accomplished by the 
British Parliament, without trenching on the established principle, 
that the British Parliament, though it may impose duties for the regu- 
lation of trade, is yet to leave the disposal of these to the provincial 
legislatures. The British Parliament could impose the duties candi" 
tionally, that they should be applied to improving the St. Lawrence 
navigation, which is a great national object, and essential to the 
safety and prosperity of Canada. The bill will do good; I hope, in 
the way of calling forth discussion : biit it certainly ought not to 
pass without being submitted to the provincials. What is chiefly 
wanted on the part of the British Parliament, for the good of Ca- 
nada, is the improvement of the state of property, inquiring into and 
regblating the disposal of wild land, and abolishing clergy reserves. 
Were this done judiciously, a considerable revenue might be obtained 
from North American provinces, even after defraying charges of go- 
vernment, and liquidating claims, due to the inhabitants for losses 
sustained in war, &c. 

Being unwell, I am far from able to state matters so clearly as I 
could wish ; but if these hints should lead to any questions, I shall 
be happy to answer them, and shall either write or wait upon you for the 
purpose. To-morrow is the day appointed for the second reading of 
the bill. I am, with high respect, &c. 

Sir James Mackintosh. KO BERT GOURL A Y. 

(B. 23.) 

13, Clifton-street^ Finsbury, 4th July, 1822. 
Sir, 

To-morrow is the day appointed for the second reading 
of the Canada Government and Trade Bill ; and I should be happy 
indeed to see you take an interest in the question. It lays much in 
^our way, and no subject is more ripe for investigation. 

I have read the bill twice over, and find it in many respects objec- 
tionable. Mr. Wilmot will, I presume, on opening the business, ex- 
plain what is set forth in the preamble, as to a joint legislature being 
** more likely to promote 'security and prosperity , than the separate 
legislatures;*^ but whatever that explanation may be, many objec- 
tions will stand out against the measure. A congress or council for 
general superintendence is wanted, and that should embrace all Bri- 
tish North America ; but local legislatures of moderate extent are 
essential ; and each of the Canadas is sufficiently extensive — more so, 
indeed, than the States of America. Should there be but one legis- 
lature, Montreal, I presume, would be the place of sitting, and Mont- 
real is six hundred miles distant from some inhabited points of Up- 
per Canada. If each province was to retain its assembly, with power 
to make laws relating to certain local matters, with the concurrence of 
the Governor and Council only ; while the Legislative Councils were 
united, and had control over other matters, it might be an improve- 
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tnent upou the proposed measure, which seems to have notfaing to 
recommend it, but the opportunity and excuse of rendering general 
the English language; and that might be brought about otherwbe'. 

The proposal of making the endurance of parliaments five years 
instead of four, and that of altering the qualificalion for a member 
from the possession of four hundred acres of land to £500 in 
property, will not be relished by the Provincials. The Governor 
having power to appoint members of the Executive Council to sit 
in assembly will also give olfence. 

The whole of the bill relating to duties I conceive to be erroneous. 
In- the petition you presented for me, 27th of February, it was set 
forth, that along a boundary of a thousand miles contraband trade 
could rot be prevented, and that Britain could supply the people 
of the United States with her manufactures, free of duties imposed 
by that country, allowing this to take its course. 

With' regard to duties levied at Quebec, these should be taken 
out of the disposal of the Provincial Legislatures, and applied solely 
to improve the St. Lawrence navigation, which is a grand national 
object, and essential to the prosperity and security of Canada. 

But the matter of most importance, which requires interference 
on the part of the British Pariiament, is the disposal of public lands, 
and the sale of clergy reserves. Canada can neither flourish nor be 
safe while these continue. The people dislike them, and they hold 
out the greatest inducement by invasion. Their gradual sale would 
bring in very considerable sums, and ninety-nine in a hundred of the 
people of Canada would rejoice to see them sold. In Lower Ca- 
nada, where the great body of the people are Roman Catholics, per- 
fectly loyal, and willing to continue a liberal support to their clergy 
out of the produce of their estates, this provision for a Protestant 
clergy is most obviously impolitic and absurd ; but, in' fact, it is 
still more so in the Upper Province, where a greater variety of reli- 
gious sects exists, where the people are more clear-sighted, more 
inquiring, more irritable, and wliere nine-tenths would be much more 
willing voluntarily to subscribe money for the maintenance of reli- 
gious worship, than to see land reserved for a purpose which it can- 
not effect, and which so palpably tends to weakness, discontent, dis- 
union, and subjugation. 

The desirable point would be, to have full discussion on the pre- 
sent bill ; but by no means to let it pass. Let it be first laid before 
the Provincial Legislatures, which may be called together before the 
end of October : let inquiry be made as to the wild land and re- 
serves : how they could be best disposed of; and what satisfaction 
the disposal of the latter, especially, would give to the Colonists*- 
this would be ensuring good, at once, to England and Canada. It 
would relea&e this country from heavy charges, enable Government 
' to pay up remaining claims to the people, who suffered by the war in 
Canada, and, after all, would yield us a profit. These positions are 
good and tenable, and I hope you will make it appear so. With 
much respect, &c« I am, 

BOBERT GOURLAT. 
Joseph Hume, Esq. 
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(B. 24.) 

Cliflan-sireet, Finibury, Stk JtUy, 181i2# 
Sir, 

tiaviDgy for the last two years, watched every movement 
in Parliament regarding Canada, I have repeatedly observed that 
yoa took an interest therein, and presume you are a proprietor of 
land in the Provinces. On the 22d of June you said that the Ca- 
nada Government and Trade Bill *' involved principles of great 
weight and importance ;*' and, on the 24th, that " it did hot inter- 
fere with a single right or immunity of the humblest individual* 
The bill goes to unite the legislatures — to extend the term of parlia- 
ments from four to five years — to dictate as to the qualification of 
persons eligible to sit in assembly, and to give a seat to executive 
councillors in that House. Surely, sir, you will not say, on recon- 
sidering such proposals, that rights and immunities are not interfered 
with.' When a territory of the United States contains upwards of 
thirty thousand inhabitants, it is a constitutional rule to allow these 
inhabitants to form a new state and frame a constitution for the same, 
subject only to the general laws of the federal government. Why 
should the people of Canada, now amounting to five hundred thou- 
sand, be less liberally treated 1 Why should they be unfit to legislate 
as to local matters any more than their neighbours in the United 
States? It is a fact, that, hitherto, Canadian parliaments have done 
any thing but legislate rightly, or behaved well ; but where is the 
cause to be found ? — not, certainly, in any thing which the present 
bill goes to alter ; but, in the overwhelming influence of the execu- 
tive government. This has impoverished the Provinces, beastified 
the people, and generated laws which are disgraceful to the age we 
live in. This, indeed, requires to be looked after, cut down, and new 
modelled. There is only one excuse, that I have heard of, for 
uniting the legislatures, viz. obtaining agreement as to duties levied 
at Quebec ; and only one good appears on the face of the measure, 
viz. introducing the English as the prevailing language; both of which 
objects could be obtained while each province retained its' local 
legislature. It has long been my opinion, that North American pro* 
▼inces would be best governed simply by an assembly and governor 
in council respectively, overruled as to higher matters by a congress 
or general council r and it would be a simple and easy change at the 
present time, to constitute such a congress, by withdrawing legislative 
councillors, who are appointed for life, from the local governments, 
and placing them, with some others, in congress, at the head of 
which should be the governor-in-chief. 

In my opinion, all that part oi the bill regarding duties is erro- 
neous. It can answer none but bad purposes to interrupt the trade 
between the United States and Canada. Tea, and other India goods, 
which it might be for the interest of British trade to have excluded^ 
fire smuggled into Canada at the rate* of nine parts in ten, and cannot 
be guarded against along such a line of boundary, while the fre« 
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ingress of grain, lumber, &c, would all go to increase our trade at 
Quebec, and tempt Americans to have payment in British manufac- 
tures free of duties^ imposed by their own government. Duties levied 
at Quebec, and applied to undefined purposes in the Provinces, pro- 
duce a bad effect, inasmuch as they lighten taxation upon land, 
which, of itself, would be a blessing in correcting the greatest evil — 
the bad state of property. It is a constitutional principle, that 
duties imposed by Britain for the regulation of commerce shall be 
Ief% to the disposal of the Provincials : but duties may be imposed 
on the trade at Quebec, provUionalfy, for expenditure on the St. 
Lawrenco navigation, a grand national object, and the improvement 
of which is essential to the welfare and security of the Canadas. 
The Canada Bill cannot be too fully discussed now that it is before 
Parliament ; but, sir, before it is passed, the people of Canada 
should be consulted ; and a much more important point would be, 
to make inquiry as to the disposal of public lands in the Provinces. 
Were these judiciously disposed of, Canada would yield a profit, 
after every charge of government was defrayed, and every penny due 
to sufferers in the late war, was liquidated. It would yield a profit 
to the home Government, while you and every proprietor of land, 
would see your property there quadrupled in less than four years. I 
speak from more reflection on the subject than it is probable any 
other person has bestowed upon it. I address you freely as a public 
man, apd for public good, and, therefore, hope you will pardon such 
freedom. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Edward Ellice, Esq. M.P. 



Sir, 

I shall be glad to see you at No. 1 , New-street, Spring- 
gardens, on Monday next, at three o'clock, on the subject of your 
letter of the 8th instant, if it is convenient for you to take the trou- 
ble of calling there at that hour. 

I am. Sir, d^c. 

EDWARD ELUCE; 

Mr. Gourlay. Friday, I2M Jti/y, 1822. 



13, CUfton-stPeety 19th July, WM. 
Sir, 

I shall with pleasure wait upon yon on Monday next at 
three o'clock, in Spring-gardens, as you propose. 

I am, Sic. 

' , , ^ ROBERT GOURLAT. 

Edward Ellice, Esq. 
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(B. 25.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finshury, lOfA July, 1822. 
Sir, 

Eight days ago, I perused the Canada Government and 
Trude Bill \ and finding it aimoat one continued tissue of error, 
have since written to several members of Parliamelity stating ny 
epinmis, and urging them to caii, instead of this bUl, for a com- 
mission to go out to Canada, to inquire into facts — ^to inquire how 
that country can be made profitable to this. For several days, I 
huv^ been endeavouring to discover how you could be so de- 
hided as to countenance such a bill. You must be strangely im-* 
posed upon^^strangely misinformed. You have, surely, never glanced 
aft the map of America, 1o consider the relative situation of Canada 
to the United States, or obtained any correct notion of the spirit 
of the people who inhabit the British Provinces. Sir, it is any 
thing but impertinence which induces me to use this free language. 
1 wiite from an impulse which I cannot resist, and from an anxious 
desire to avert mischief. Your bill cannot pass without exciting ia 
the minds of the Provincials extrenie disgust, without risking their 
attachment to British connexion and British sovereignty. I am 
sorry, indeed, that it has been even printed. Government has not 
within its reach any measure which may redound more to honour 
and advantage— any measure so necessary as that which the pure 
spirit of liberality could now rear up in improving the connexion 
between this country aud its American Provinces. 

Lest these sentiments, or the mode of expression should not be 
agreeable to you, I forbear adding to ofi'ence, by being tedious. 
What! have written, discharges, in my mind, a duty; and if you 
only give credit for sincerity, I shall be so far gratified. 

1 have the honour to foe, &c. 
n. S. mimot, Esq. M.P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 26.) 

13, Cli/ton-'Street, Finsbury, V7th July, 1832r 

Sir, 

You are no doubt holding back my Petition till the most 
fcvourable opportunity for preseAing shall occur; and that must 
now be very soon. This evening, I presume, the Canada Bill will h€ 
discussed. I hav^ given it much consideration, and decidedly 
think it altogether wrong not only in its substance, but in the manr 
ner it is brought forward without the knowledge and acquiescence 
of the Provincials. My own ideas are embodied in the accompany. 
mg Petition, which I should be glad you would peruse, and I shall 
eatt again half an hour after delivery of this, lest you should incline 
to converse with me on the subject. 

I am. Sir, with high respect. 
Yours, &c. 
fflenry Brougham, Esq. M.P. ROBERT GOUBLAY^ 
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(B. 27.) 

13, Clifton-street, 2eth July, 1822. 

Sir, 

Observing from the newspapers this morning, that minb- 
ters have moved for commissioners of inquiry to go out to the Mauri- 
tins, Cape of Good Hope, and Ceylon ; and that you have proposed 
to add Trinidad, may I suggest that now the Canada Bill is dropped, 
(this was a mistake taken from the Traveller newspaper, of July 24,) 
you might propose what I have so. long urged, a commission of 
Inquiry into the stale of North American Colonies. Wishing 
to converse with Mr. Brougham on this subject, I embodied my 
ideas in form of a Petition, and handed it to him. The opportunity 
for conversation being missed, Mr. B. presented the scroll and had it 
printed on the 18th instant. It is plain and to the point; and virere 
you inclined to move on the subject, now that it is recorded, might 
form a ground work. Should yon have any wish to converse with 
me as to this matter, I shall be happy to wait upon you at any time. 

I am. Sir, 
Joseph Hume, Esq. With much respect, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 28.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, 29th July, 1822. 
Sir, 

When I put into your hands, the beginning of April last, 
and asked you to present for me to the House of Commons, a Peti- 
tion complaining of severe treatment under confinement at Niagara, 
in Upper Canada, and praying for inquiry and redress, I had little 
expectation that you would do more than merely present the Petition 
and get it printed. I had then hope that a general commission of 
inquiry into the state of the Province would be appointed ; and in 
that case, that my printed Petition would be noticed. You mani- 
fested a desire beyond this to serve me, and engaged Mr. Brougham's 
attention to the business, which made me sanguine of his moving for 
the address to the Crown in my behalf. At Mr. Brougham's request, 
I drew up a more particular Petition, and this, corrected by himself, 
was considered good and sufficient. T now waited from day to day, 
and from week to week, constantly expecting that Mr. Brougham 
would present my Petition ; and as its iate was to determine tlie 
most important event of my life, I waited with extreme anxiety. 
When the introduction of the Canada Bill was announced, I con- 
ceived that Mr. Brougham delayed presenting my Petition, till that 
question being agitated, should improve my chances of a favourable 
bearing. In all, however,. I was disappointed. Mr. B. presented 
the Petition the 18th instant — said not a word on the subject to en- 
g^e attention to it, and left town next day. The Canada Bill was 
lince passed, and no general inquiry being moved^ my case, seems 
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now hopeless. Udder these circumstances, I should be happy to 
have a short conrenation with you ; and after leaving this at your 
bouse, shall return at whatever hour you will be at home. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Gen, Ferguson. Yours, respectfully, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 29.) 

4^ Doncaster, 3Ut July, 1822. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of 29th instant reached me yesterday, having 
followed me from town to this place, where I am on my way to Scot- 
land. 

I understood from Mr. Brougham, that he had delayed for some 
time, at your request, to present your Petition to the Housie of Com- 
mons, and at late period of the session it was propably out of his 
power to forward any motion upon it. 

I am convinced, however, from the manner in which he has ex- 
pressed himself to me, that he isr very sensible of the hardship of 
your case, and that he will be strongly disposed to bring the matter 
forward next sessions. Should I have it in my power to forward your 
views, it will give me great pleasure. 

I remain. Dear Sir, 
Robert Gourlay, Esq, Your faithful humble servant, 

R. C. FERGUSON. 

(B. 30.) 

13y Clifton-street, Finshury, 2d Aug. 1822. 
Sir, 

In opposing the Canada Government and Trade Bill, and 
in getting its most objectionable clauses set aside for reference to 
the general will of the people to be governed, you have most as- 
surely prevented much mischief; and as one who feels a warm 
interest in the welfare of that country, I would beg leave to tender 
you my thanks. Since the too hasty measure of uniting the Legis- 
latures was postponed, I have read an extract from Quebec news- 
papers which proves how offensive the too hasty proceeding in that 
measure would have been. Unfortunately, the grand essential is 
;'' yet neglected — ^inquiry into the whole state of public affairs iu Canada. 
From yesterday's newspapers, I observe that Mr. Hume proposed 
that ministers should send out a commission to inquire into the 
existing differences between the two Provinces respecting duties; 
but that is com}niratively a matter of little impprtance, and will, no 
doubl, be speedily settled. The really important matter, especially 
as it concerns emigration, is the disposal of public lands. This is 
truly worthy of inquiry ; and while there is yet a single day of busi- 
ness remaining, it would be well to have it noticed. ' The pressure 
upon farmers increases more and more, and the disposition to emi- 
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grate grows in proportioo. I urn frequmtl^ eonsulted etii thb sub* 
jeet-^nroeld willingly direel the current towards Canada; but as 
matters are managed there, the United Statea aite out of sight, mere 
desirable for settlemeot. 
Excuse these hints, and believe me. Sir, with high respect. 

Yours, &c. 
Sir J. mckintosh, Bart. M.P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 310 

13, Cl^toT^glreet^ Finshury^ 2d August, 1822. 
Sir, 

Although I differed entirely from you respecting the Ca- 
nada Goveroment and Trade Bill; I have felt assured that your views 
were liberally directed, and conscious of my own good intentions 
towards Canada as a Province of Britain, I now address you frankly 
on the subjectv I have j>ressed inquiry into the state of Upper Ca- 
nada for four years*^ia the Province and at home— through good 
report and bad report ; and to the very last day of the present ses- 
sion would leave no stone yntunied to forward a measure which 
might be productive of infinite good. My great object for inquiry 
ever has regarded die disposal of public lands, and till this is pro- 
perly seen to, no good can be expected of Canada. I had it in con- 
templation to become a Canada land-agent ; I studied every circum- 
stance connected with, the hfusiness, and eoald see no hope of success 
till great changes were Aiade— till a system of business was established 
^in iJbe room of patronage and favouritism. At the present lime, J 
have applications from respectable farmers in Scotland and England, 
who think of emigrating, for advice: most willingly would I direct 
them to Canada ; but as matters stand, there is no comparison be- 
tween that country and the United States. In every respect the 
latter is at present to be preferred, but were full and fair inquiry 
instituted, it might speedily be very otherwise. The Government 
Bill now read a second time and ordered to be printed, for sub- 
mission, I presume, to the Provincial Legislatures, may be of nse ; but 
were a Commission consisting of sensible business-men to be forthwith 
sent out to inquire into every particular which regards the political 
economy of the Provinces, then, indeed, we might expect to see some- 
thing like permanent and substantial good effected. You have a 
deep interest in the issue. You seem to have the ear of ministers, 
and there is yet a day remaining of the session on which a conimis* 
sion of inquiry may be pled for. By pleading for that you might 
at once do infinite service to yourself and the public. — Pardon this 
liberty, and, believe me. Sir, 

Respectfully yours, 
jEdward ElUce, Esq. M. P. ROBERT GOURLAY, 

(B. 32.) 

13> Ciifim^strtei, Fnuinofy^ Ud Ai^gua^ IBtt. 
I have observed tmm the -newsfmpws o€ yeittrdny, tlwl 
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you submitted to' ministers the propriety of sending out Commis- 
sioners to Canada to inquire into the existing difTerences between 
Upper and Lower Canada. These differences are of trifling moment 
compared to some others which demand inquiry. The most impor- 
tant regards the disposal of public lands ; and while there is still 
one day of the Session remaining on which business will be done» I 
cannot refrain from urging you to press for inquiry as to thb. Within 
the last week, I have tetters from respectable farmers in various 
quarters of England and Scotland, who are proposing to emigrate. 
Were matters right in Canada, most assuredly they would go there ; 
as it is, I cannot possibly recommend them to prefer that country 
to the United States. You wiU excuse this liberty I trust, and be- 
lieve me respectfully— 

Yours, &c. 
Joseph Hufne, Esq. ROBERT GOURLAY, 

(B. 33.) 

Sir, 

I. only received your note of the 2d here to day — of 
course toovlate, if 1 had been otherwise disposed to adopt the pro- 
position you suggest. I know of no object which could be attained by 
the appointment of Commissioners to examine into the proceedings of 
the executive, either in Upper or Lower Canada. AH requisite infor- 
mati9n is either here or can be obtained without subjecting this 
country to unnecessary expense, and it is unfortunately too late to 
recal any grants which I am disposiefd to agree with you, may have 
been made of land in both Provinces, without sufficient claims on the 
part of the grantees, or examination into the subject by Govern- 
ment. 

My great object was to secure to the Canadas an independent le- 
gislature, which could have exercised, on the spot, a vigilant and 
powerful control over the affairs of the country ; devise the most 
practicable plans for the improvement and the conveyance of emi- 
grant settlers from this country, and pursue, as far as they were ap- 
plicable to the habits of the people and existing circumstances^ the 
means adopted by their neighbours in the state of New York, for 
opening roads and water communications between the different set- 
tlements, and the outlet of the great navigation of the country. 

It is impracticable now : — it will be more so hereafter, to attempt 
to govern the Canadas in all the details which require so much local 
information and attention frpm this country. Your complaint is 
that of other persons, that sufficient attention is not paid in this re- 
spect. If a report was obtained frons Cooamissioners confirming all 
your statements, do you really expect, even if circumstances should 
remain entangled, that an English Secretary of State will pay such 
attention to the care, or indeed, have time to undertake the local 
government of the country, as monthly dispatches^ from Downing- 
^treet? 

My remedy was an independent legislature, freely chosen by the 
people, and acting, as I have no doiubt they would do, with libe- 
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rality^and attention to the principles of improvement^ from which 
alone their country could advance in happiness and prosperity^ All 
interferences of the mother country in the internal concerns should 
be limited to cases of the strictest necessity, and our dominion over 
them should be more the effect of -their own wish and desire, and 
depend rather on their claim of protection, than on any actual rights 
derived from the conquest, or which this or any any other European 
nation have, in unison, sought to establish o^er their Foreign Colonies, 
aAer the connexion has been no longer desirable to the latter. 

This is the principle alone on which t will again interfere in the 
cause of Canada, and, possibly, in the sequel, all parties may regret 
the liberal views of Government are not adopted when they are io 
the humour to entertain them. 

I am. Sir, &c. 
5th August, 1822. £. ELLICE. 

(B. 34.) 

York-place, bth August, 1822* 

Sir, 

I have received both your notes respecting Canada'; and 
am sorry that at this time of the Session it is impossible to do any 
thing in the way you point out. 

The measures which Government propose to adopt respecting Ca- 
nada, in the next Session of Parliament, will bring the affairs of that 
Colony more before the House and the public, than has hitherto 
been done ; and it will then be the proper time for any suggestions, 
regarding the granting of land, or any other subject which you con- 
sider of importance to the interests of the Colony. 

I shall be glad to receive from you suggestions on that or any other 
subject in which you think I can beneficially interfere. In the mean 
time it would be extremely useful to obtain correct information as to 
the mode the United States dispose of the lands in the immediate vici- 
nity of the Canadas, to show, as clearly as possible, the different 
practice followed by each country. 

If you are in London in October or November, (by which time 
perhaps you will have obtained fuller information relative to the dif- 
ferent subjects which will come under consideration, before the 
affairs of Canada are adjusted,) I shall be glad to see you for a short 
time on any Thursday morning you may call in York-place. 

I am. 

Yours, &c. 
Mr. Robert Gourlay. JOSEPH HUME. 

(B. 35.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, London, 
I9th August, 1822. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of 31st July, in reply to mine, desiring a 
conversation with you in Clarges-street, reached me in course. Had 
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I been so fortonate as to have had that conversation, I meant lo have 
asked if it was still possible to have a motion made for inqifft^ into 
ray case. You say that Mr. Brougham will be strongly disposed to 
bring the matter forward next session ; but while the grass grows 
the horse starves. My Petition set forth that the judge was now in 
England who tried me at Niagara, together with two persons who 
were present at the trial, and who. were willing to give evidence as 
to my situation, ^none of whom are likely to be forthcoming by a 
future occasion, even though I could hold out. The fact is, that my 
mind labours under a most unpleasant oppression from what occur- 
red to me abroad, and till every stone is turned to get rid of it, I 
feel unhappy. My last shift was to write to the King, and desire a 
friend, now in Scotland, to get my letter handed to him. This day 
I have received a letter from my friend, saying, that he knows of no 
channel through which my letter can be presented, and that it is 
lying addressed to me till called for, at No. 14, Heriot-row. I had 
DO idea till now, that, in this matter, I should have been disap- 
pointed — that there would have been difficulty in the case, and, dis- 
tressed with the dilemma, have thought that you have repeatedly ex- 
pressed a willingness to assist me, might still do so by getting my 
letter handed to the King. I shall annex a copy of it, that you may 
judge whether it contains any thing improper. I shall write to my 
friend, that I have made this application, and request him to con- 
verse with you on the subject. No doubt this will find yon in Edin- 
burgh ; and while I trust that you will forgive this extraordinary 
liberty, you may be assured that your aid on this occasion will 
greatly oblige. 

Your obedient servant. 
Sir R. Ferguson, K. C. B. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



(B. 36.) 

Same as (A. 8.) which see. 

(B. 37.) 

13, Clifton-street, Finsbury, 2lst August, 1822. 
Sir, 

The day after his Majesty left this place for Scotland, I 
despatched a letter addressed to him, which I flattered myself might 
without difficulty be presented by some one atteqding court ; but 
!i friend to whose care the letter was sent, informed me, that he 
knew of no proper channel of communication. I then wrote to a 
gentleman of high rank in the army who had promised assistance* 
requesting his aid ; but since my letter was despatched to Edinburgh, 
have learned that he will not be here at this time. I have now de- 
sired my friend to put my letter to the King under cover to you ; and 
trust, that it may thus certainly reach the hand of His Majesty before 
he leaves Scotland. The object of the letter, viz, leave to return to 

Y 
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Upper Canadiai safe from arrest, is not of its own. sake of much con- 
sequence. I am anxious to have this leave chiefly as a test of con- 
sequence by which my mind, burdened With a sense of injury, would 
be greatly relieved : I am anxious to have my request granted while 
ills iMajesty. is yet in Scotland, and with that readiness which a 
British subject, cheated out of his highest privilege — protection un- 
der the right of natural allegiance, is entitled to expect. 1 shall ac- 
company this with a copy of my letter to the King, and should be 
much gratified if you would direct a reply to be sent me, whether or 
not I am successful in this application, and in that to His Majesty. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

With all due respect, &c. 
m. Hon. Robert Peel. ROBERT GOURLAY. 



Replijf to the above, see (A. 8.) ' 

13, Clifton-street, FinsbUry, 2d Sept. 1822. 

Sir^ 

Your letter, dated 29th August, has reached me this day, 
aad I return you thanks for laying mine, committed to your care, before 
His Majesty. . So soon as any determination is come to on the sub- 
jectf I should be glad to be made acquainted with it by letter, di- 
rected for me, to the care of Messrs. Beck ford and Raukin^ 35, 
Abchurch^ane. 

Six months ago, I had a Petition presented to the King in Council, 
by Mr. Richardson, Solicitor, Fiudyer-street. Should you bear this 
in remembrance by next meeting of the Privy Council, you may add 
to the obligations now conferred, by calling attention to that Peti- 
tion. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

With very high respect, yours, &c. 
Rt. Hon. Robert Peel. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 38.) 

Letter to Mr. JVilmot. See (A. 19.) and page 85. 

(B. 390 

Berwick Farm, near Hindon, Witts. 
21st May, 1823- 
Sir, 

You led to a belief, by insinuation, that the Em- 
peror of Russia had a hand in his father's death, which was scarcely 
fkir» even for the purpose of awakening the world to a manifest 
truth, that despots were conspiring against liberty, seeing that tbe 
accused was so far off. . You did better in charging Mr. Canniiig 
with tergiversation ; he did, perhaps; his best to show game on the 
occasion ; and all was well when parties agreed to think no more of 
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it. Last summer you grievously disappointed me, and I li^ve sai^ 
you " would betray me J* I said so in a letter to Mr. Hume, April 
last, and I alluded to the same subject, writing to General Ferguson 
about the same time. I thus wrote for ease to my mind, labouring 
under gloomy reflections ; and i tell you, because there is nothing 
I would hide. lam relieved by speaking out, and, relieved, I ajn 
perfectly willing to hold you excused, even if I was right, of which 
I cannot be positive. You shall judge yourself.-— In the springs 
1822, I asked General Ferguson to present for me a Petition to 
Parliament ; he was inclined to befriend me, and put the Petition 
into your hands, the better to insure success. You gave me hope, 
and that became sanguine : you shook hands ; I altered the Petition 
to your liking, and you ofi^ered me a seat under the ^llery when it was 
to be spoken to. I waited most anxiously for the occasion, and ex- 
pectation was at the height, when the Canada Bill was to be dis- 
cussed : I attended in the gallery — heard you speak on the beer 
question, and then saw you go off. Next day you left town, and I 
was informed by the morning papers, that my Petition had been 
presented by '' a member." The impression on my mind was, 
that you had become displeased with something on my part, and 
bad thence wished to get quit of the concern. 

I have now copied out a correspondence relating to the Petition 
in question, and subjects connected with it, to despatch to General 
Ferguson for submission to you if you desire it. From that cor- 
respondence, you may see how seriously hitent I was on the fall of 
my Petition — how anxious I was, not on my own account only, but 
because of Canada, 

In beating about after a reason for your conduct, I can find but one 
to guess at. In an unfortunate book of mine — the Statistical Account 
of Upper Canada, I have spoken lightly of your Education Bill, and 
on political subjects, I speak as I feel. Censuring your Education 
Bill, I had, nevertheless, the most profound respect for your 
talents ; and can onlv say at this hour, that it remains matter of 
wonder how you could countenance what has been censured almpst 
by every body. Destiny seems often to sport with great men-^sent 
Charles the Twelfth to be laughed at among the Turks by silly wo- 

. men, and made Dr. Johnson, who could ** point a moral and adorn a 
tale," not unfrequently an old woman. — Sir, it would be a noble 
triumph for you over this mighty and capricious power, were you 
to throw your Education Bill in the fire, and immediately digest 
a new and simple one, which, I am sure, with your unrivalled elo- 
quence may be passed this very Session, and be in operation all over 
England before Christmas. It cannot be out of character in a wise 
man to laugh over his own failings ; nor is it so difficult as to repent 
of sins, which parsons would say is a chief end of existence. 
I came to England, and took a farm, fifteen years ago, namely, 

. for the purpose of studying the poor-law system* After five years, 
I saw that education was the first requisite for reform, and drew op 
a Petition to Parliament in favour of it ; this Petition was approved of 
by your excellent friend Mr. Horner, but it came to nothing. — Now» 
a pauper in the parish where once I farmed, I have refitted the Pe- 
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tition for education to my fellow-paupers ; sent it off to the care 
of Mr. Grey Bennet, and written in its behalf to Mr. Wilberforce. 
Nothing would delight me more than to see you an advocate for the 
prayer of my Petition ; and sinking every other consideration I ask 
you frankly \o plead for it — ^to pay your debts to me by lending to 
the poor in general. The Petition, after recapitulating what was 
laid before both Houses of Parliament eight years ago, concludes 
thus :-^see A. 9, and page 42.) 

May I hope that this extract will induce you to read the 
whole, which you can have either from Mr. Bennet or Mr. Wilber- 
force« to whom I have communicated some of my ideas as to schools. 

I have committed to Mr. Hume's care another Petition, which I 
requested him to show you; and my wish is, that both may be 
presented on the same day, because they aim at the same object — 
bettering the condition of the poor. That for education is a re- 
cord of my early endeavours in the cause ; the other (A. 11) 
gives proof that I am true to it even at the last shift, I was 
placed in the predicament of a pauper by a joint influence — a me- 
lancholy dispensation of Providence, if I may so speak, and an 
affection of the mind. And, at this time there is, perhaps, no man 
alive so critically situated as myself— one whose fate is so dark — 
one who dreads mere evil less, or who has a greater desire of ac- 
complishing a mighty good. 

The limits of a letter admit not of much prosing ; but I would 
be glad if a hint could originate serious reflections in a mind like 
yours, so capable of maturing thought. The world is threatene<l 
with subjugation by the organized strength of the Holy Alliance ; 
and it is a puzzle to determine whether you or ministers are right 
as to assisting or not assisting Spain : but this I would confidently 
say, that if we made all right at home — ^put down petty tyrannies and 
exalted the character of the peasantry : — ^If we, at home, laid a solid 
foundation for truth, and justice, and liberality, despotism would 
never make head against us, while the world would speedily pro- 
fit by our example, and shake off, in due time, every incumbrance. 
At this moment, the peasantry of England, are oppressed beyond 
any on earth, and if you will plead in their favour — ^plead for and 
obtain a commissiun to examine into the truth — a commission to visit 
the parish of Wily : the object of my Petition, in the hands of Mr. 
Hume, more especially if you make one of the commission. I am 
very certain you will acknowledge the truth of what I say. 

I have to add but a very few words on another subject. The 
Canada Government and Trade Bill, laid before Parliament, by Mr. 
Wilmot^ last session, was monstrous, both in its spirit and letter. 
I drew out a paper in the form of a Petition, as a mere set off 
against its monstrosity : and as a text for conversation with you. 
I missed the conversation. You presented the paper, and it is 
printed in the journals as a Petition, (A. 7,) all well. We shall, I 
expect, hear, some of these days, from Canada, of the rejection even 
of the more modest proposal sent out for the approval of the Co- 
lonial Legislatures, and you will then have opportunity to come 
forth on Colonial policy. There is but One principle, in my humble 
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opinion, which can long rule Colonies in these enlightened days 
-^-common interest, guided by common sense: let us, as speedily 
as possible, withdraw from interference with the internal government 
of Colonies, and connect the whole together only by the British navy, 
manned with honest tars-r~only with honour and courage, leaving 
out entirely patronage and favour — and greatly circumscribing the 
power of court appointed governors. Looking over the map of 
the world, and considering what may be made of the vast posses- 
sions now beneath British rule, can there be doubt that by virtuous 
government, the whole human race may be made British subjects? 

With all due respect. 
Yours, &c. 
Henrif Brougham, Esq. M.P. ROBERT GOURLAY. 

(B. 40.) 

Berwick-farm, near Hindon, Wilts, 22d May, 1823. 
Sir, 

I lived three years in the same house with your uncle 
James, and when you write to India, shall be happy to be remembered 
to him. My father was intimate with yours, and I have had the 
honour of conversing with General' Wemyss, at Wemyss-castle, and 
elsewhere. I was born with the expectation of being a Fife laird; 
now, I am a pauper, and have been cracking flints for a livelihood. 
The most remarkable thing of all is, that you, the Member of Parli • 
ament for my native county, should have been put in commission to 
run me down. 

When an assassin made offer to Charles Fox to rid the world of 
Bonaparte, he was allowed quietly to depart ; but our honest minis- 
ter informed the 'French Ruler of the occurrence. I discovered 
from a Scotch newspaper, in the spring of 1822, that a charge had 
been brought against the county of Fife, for money paid away '' io 
wateh the motions of Mr, Gourlay, and hold correspondence with 
the County Member thereanent" I had been watched for more 
than a dozen years, because of my political principles — undermined 
in my father's affections by base slanderers — hunted down at home 
and abroad by the spirit of persecution ; and worried even in the 
private recesses of friendship; but this newspaper record gave the 
loudest tongue ; and to perpetuate the record, I had it engrossed in 
a petition to the House of Commons, which was presented by Mr. 
Brougham, the 18th July, 1822; and under that date y6u may find 
it in the journals, with a challenge for you, your correspondent, or 
the world, to bring forward the slightest evidence against my loy- 
alty, &c. 

I have lately expressed a wish, in a letter to Mr. Wilmot, the Un- 
der-Secretary of the Colonial Department, to have opportunity to lay 
before the House of Commons, not only a statement of grievances 
experienced by me in Upper Canada, but an expos^ of the weakness 
and wickedness of the Provincial Government. I have also, this 
week, despatched two petitions to be presented to Parliament to- 
morrow by Mr. Hume and Mr. Grey Bennet^i in behalf of myself 
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. and fellow-paupers. With so much business on hand, I should be 
glad to be assisted ; and if ^ou would lay before. Parliament the cor- 
respondence with the department of espionage in Cupar of Fife, I 
think, should profit by it. 

I cannot believe that you countenanced any thing of the kind ; but 
if you did, unwillingly, 1 should be glad, for the honour of Fife- 
shire, that you got quit of the stigma by plain confession, and a little 
wed'timed dt^en . 

I am, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Jame$ WemyUyE»q. M,P. 

s 

(B.41.) 

Clifton-street, Finshury, 3df December, 1823. 
Sir, 

London newspapers, of 20th of March last, reported that 
Mr. Hume had, the preceding day, complained in the House of Com- 
mons, as to ill usage experienced by me in Upper Canada ; and- that 
you had offered to refute any specific charge which might be made 
on the subject. 

As soon as this report was perused by me in the country, I wrote 
a letter to you, dated 28th March, saying '' / shall he happy to kawe 
fair opportunity to lay before the House of Commons, not pnly^ a 
statement of grievances, but an expos^ of the weakness and wicked' 
ness of the provincial government, defying. Sir, your refutation ;*' 
and, for public reference, this letter was. printed in the Globe and 
Traveller. I wrote to Mr. Hume, offering to attend in London, as 
soon as occasion required; but did not move, expectii^ that depu- 
ties would arrive from Canada, to call the attention of Parliament to 
Colonial affairs, being assured that your government bill, sent out 
last year, would not be approved . of; I waited. week after week, ai^d 
at last, coming to town at the close of the session, found that depu- 
ties had actually come home from Canada ; l^ut that they had con- 
ferred only in| private with ministers on the business of their mission, 
and had not even been heard of in public. I was thus disappointed 
of submitting charges to the House of Commons ; but shall be ready 
with them by next meeting of Parliament, when Canadian affairs. are 
likely to have serious consideration. 

I now address you, from having seen your examination before the 
select committee on the employment of the poor of Ireland. 

This committee, speaking of your experiment for emigration, then 
about to be tried, ** cannot but express their approbation of the prin- 
eipks on which it has been conducted, and their hope that it may 
lead to satisfactory results.** Sir, the principles of your experimient 
are completely, wrong; they are wasteful to the nation, and can 
secure no great, lasting^ and beneficial results. This fiat contradic- 
tion to the opinion of the select committee I am more willing iqune- 
diately to convey to you, from having seen^in the Courier of this day, 
a flattering account of the .success- of your experiment reported from 
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Upp^r Canada, and an assurance that Government will proceed next 
year to encourage emigration on the same principle : this, too, the 
very day aAer we have had laid before us a Yankee proposal for the 
purchase of the Canadas ! ! 

Sir, the subject of emigration and settlement in the wastes of na- 
ture is a mighty one : the most important, perhaps, which can 
engage the attention of mankind, and especially of the BritislT nation 
at the present crisis. We, Sir, are, at this moment, the holders of 
the greatest extent of terra Jirma of which any people could ever 
boast. The Roman empire was comparatively small to the British. 
We have, indeed, but to look to the map of the world, and exult in 
the vast superiority. At this moment war is suspended ; but we 
hare still to fear lest the ambition and jealousy of despots shall stir 
up strife, and usher in a fresh series of rapine and confusion. At 
this moment, Britain could adopt a policy which, while it secured to 
her lasting peace and prosperity, would gain for her, in time, the 
empire of ihe world — not its conquest by the sword, but its surer 
subjugation by bonds of interest, admiration and love. She could 
effect this by the gradual establishment of free trade, in unison with 
a grand system of emigration and the reform of the poor laws. 

The subject of emigration and settlement has never yet been un- 
dei'stood, though it is capable of being reduced to a science. Citi- 
zens of America, who have had most to do with it, and whose inte- 
rests are most nearly concerned, are ignorant of its principles, and 
through ignorance of these, go on to weaken and barbarize their 
country. You, then, need not be too much abashed, to have your 
errors proclaimed — you, nor your eulogists, the select committee of 
the House of Commons. William Penn had the best chance of any 
individual, to la^ the foundation of a correct system of emigration 
and settlement. He had the Royal favour, and obtained an exten- 
sive grant of land in America, the best fitted for his purpose. He 
was calculating, steady, zealousr*^— he had a sufficiency of money, 
and Quakers for companions in adventure — the most peaceable, or- 
derly, and industrious of men : yet William Penn, for want of*> pro- 
per arrangement, was driven mad with the confusion of his schemes, 
and the discord of his settlers. 

Lord Selkirk was the first to discover that emigration might be 
encouraged with safety and advantage to the nation — the first to db- 
prove and dispel the narrow notions which long prevailed against it. 
He devoted his mind, his bodily exertions, and. his fortune, for many 
years, to establish a regular system, but he began with blunders : 
proceeded in the midst of er^or — ^recorded his want oi knowledge, 
and died defeated, disheartened, and despairing. A third individual 
need only be named, who has failed, and created misery from ill- 
digested plans of emigration — ^The Cacique of Poyais. 

All these individuals were ignorant of principles which should go- 
vern, and which should be well understood before an acre is mea- 
sured out for settlement, or a single individual decoyed from home to 
possess it. I, Sir, was led seriously to think of emigration eight 
years ago* Precisely eight years ago, witli a wife and five children 
to provide for, I found myself in jeopardy instantaneously thrust 
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clown from^tlie hope of independent fortune, and thought of asylum 
abroad. The world was all before me, and fate directed to Upper 
Canada. Sir, I witnessed the first experiment of the British govern- 
ment to relieve distress at home, by settlement in the wilderness; 
and no sooner saw than discovered gross errors in principle, and grosser 
errors in practice. There I began to reflect on what were sound 
principles, and what practice could be built upon these for good. 
Six years ago, I determined, in my mind, that 50,000 people could, 
by the adoption of a proper system of emigration, be annually re- 
moved from this country to the colonies, with comfort to individuals 
and profit to the nation. This opinion was communicated to Lord 
Bathurst, in confidence that he would give it liberal hearing ; but in 
him I was wofully disappointed, and ever since, for. upwards of five 
years, my liberal principles and extended views have obtained for me 
nothing but neglect. I, Sir, coustrue every passing event for good, 
and look to misfortune, disappointment, and torment as the price 
which must be paid for all that is excellent : or, rather, I believe 
them the necessary preparatives for that temper and disposition 
which alone can succeed in adventure. I doubt not, indeed, the 
Scripture promise, that we shall reap if we faint not. I hope that 
provoking you in this day of your vain glory — this day that accounts 
are published of the success of your experiment in Canada, ap- 
plauded as being right in principle by a Parliamentary committee — ^I 
am sanguine of good, even by telling you this day^ that with regard 
to sound principles of emigration, you are as blind as a mole. I 
am, indeed, confident that it would be better for England to dis- 
pose of Canada for an old song, than to lay out another sixpence io 
promoting emigration on your principles. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Robert Wilmot Horton, Esq. 



Here ends what was contained in the packet lodged with Sir Ro- 
nald Ferguson. 



m 



(B. 42.) 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH MR. HUME. &c. 

No. 1. 

Berwick Farm, near Hindopf Wilts, 
l8t April, 1823. 
Sir, 

Aftc^r seeing in a newspap^^* that you had spoken to 
Parliament of my ill-nsage in Canada, and that Mr. Wilmot had 
challenged yon to produce specific charges, offering to refute them, 
I lost no time in relieving you of responsibility, and chaUenging Mr. 
Wilmot on my own pirt. I hope you will advance my offer ; and 
depend npon it I shall shrink from nothing. 

My letter was hurriedly written, and still more hurriedly 1 despatched 
a copy of it to Mr. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ far publication, if be thought proper. 
Nothing can save me but exposure and notoriety; and before a 
generous British Public I will not fear. I shall subjoin a copy of my 
letter to Mr. Wilmot, (see page 86,) aud if you would read it to the 
House, the first convenient opportunity after the recess, things would 
look well for an onset. If occasion requires, I shall attend in Lon- 
don. Though a pauper, I am not entirely without friends to defray 
my charges there, if on serious business ; and I am now, happily, in 
health. 

From one newspaper (below), I observe that Mr. G. Bennet had 
come forward 'in defence of Sir Peregrine Maitland : but I wish to 
make no charge directly against him individually. I was frank and 
polite both to him and the Duke of Richmond till they treated me 
ill, and tfll I found the poor creatures of the province falling down to 
worship them. I then, on principle as a political writer, showed 
them off as weak and selfish men ; — on a principle which has go- 
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*' Mf. Hume did not mean to oppose the motion* hot objected to the charges for 
"the Colonies as excessive. He also wished to direct the attention of the House to 
*' the statements of Mr. Oourlaj, becaasef from other sources, he learned they were 
" entitled to consideration, • * * . In mentioning the name of Mr. Gourlay, he had 
''not been influenced by that gentleman's politics: Mr. Gourlay may have been a 
^ troublesome man in Clanada, but that was no reason why he should have been ex- 
" pelled. He had no hesitation in saying that Mr. G..had been removed unjustly ; 
" that removal had occasioned his ruin, and it had been merely because he had held 
" liberal opinions with respect to the defence of Canada; he thought that the sooner 
" this countiT gave it a free constitution, and enabled it to defend itself, the better it 
'' woQid be for both. 

" Ifr. O. Bermet said that he knew the Governor of Upper Canada, and he believed 
" a mote disinterested man did not exist. 

" Mr. WUmot said that he did not think Mr. Gourlay had been severely used : and 
** if ^e Honourable Member chose to bring the subject before the House, he pledged 
'" hinoelf to prove that Mr. G. had no reason to complain." 

Nemtpaper BeporL 
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▼enied my pen for many years, I know the law of honour — ^Ihe code 
of gentlemen, and was bred as strictly to this as either the Peer or 
the Knight Companion of the Bath ; but there is honour, and a code 
to which I adhere, when public good and politics are concerned, 
entitled to preference". I fear no man, either in body or soul; and 
my conduct in Canada was pure to the bottom. I could have been 
received in the United States with open arms while my principles ' 
were misconceived. I was, indeed, accidentally discovered in a large 
public company in New England^ cheered, honoured, and offered, 
by a member of Congress, a seat on the floor of that house (as Lord 
Selkirk had] should I go to Washington: bat I openly declared that 
I believed there was a mistake as to my proceedings in Canada, — 
that I was hostile, not to the government, but to its administratioa. 
This is still my declaration and my principle* I had then been at 
New York, despatching orders to England for winding up my afiairs, 
in hope of a friendly reception from the Geffemor of Canada: bat 
on returning into the Province, I found myself libelled by Sir P. 
Maitland on opening Parliament, and aided by the serviles of the 
assembly. Afterwards the Duke of Richmond and his son4D-law 
allowed me to lay in jail, while every man of feeling abhorred the 
conduct of those who had flung me into it. The governors passed 
through Niagara aAer I had been seven months confined there: — 
when I was shut up from free communication, stifled with beat, and 
exasperated with base tyranny. They passed by my prison, but 
deigned not to look in. I doubt not but they gave orders for all the 
cruel treatment I experienced, but my charge cannot be direct ; no ; 
it requires inquiry; aud if ever Parliamentary inquiry in support of 
the rights of a British subject was required, my case and Canada 
requires it. I have been ruioed in every way — in health, reputation^ 
credit, and estate, by the abuse of power in Canada^ while British 
rule has been detested and disgraced. 

Mr. Wilmot, I observe, has spoken of my book. That book was 
composed while I was in a fever, and wholly distorted in its arraage- 
ment by grievous occurrences, on its progress through the press. 
Before it came out, I was in a state of distraction, which will be best 
read in my letter to the Lord Chancellor. The first volume was 
intended for separate publication, but the greatest misfortune of my 
life disabled me frpm sending it forth, till it a|^[>eared a year after- 
wards with others, which at first were not contemplated, and wfaidi 
were produced by a mere series of impulses. It was a most unfortu- 
nate publication : yet it exhibits 'some things in a way which^ bat 
for the circumstances which produced it, might have lain hid— things 
well worthy of notice. In making charges against Government, I 
may refer to this book ; but would by no means rest upon it. 

I trust. Sir, you will stick to the subject of colonial inquiry. 
Colonial abomination is the ripest of all for dissection. Cburck 
government will m/t do to be cut up for ten years yet. Stick to the 
Colonies, and chiefly to those of North America ; for there abases 
are extreme, and the means of improvement most palpable. Though 
now a pauper> I was liberally bred to Arming, and shall give Joha 
Bull a bundled thousand pounds a-year for his part of North 
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Aaerica, on a tweoty-ooe yean' lease, while I save him half a miltioo 
MiDttally in Gustofflary maiotenance and reptAn^^-'Hoot awa mam ; — 
U$ 0* true. 

Respeclfully and faithfully, yonre, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Jttefk Hume, Etq. M.P. 

No. 2. 

Berwick-farm, Zd April, 1823. 
Sir, 

The accompanying letter, dated first April, was flung 
aside that day and iieviewed the next. Observing that Foors day was 
at top, and something like foolery at the bottom ; remembering, too« 
a saying of Napoleon, that **Jrom the sublinte to the ridictdous is but 
" a step*^ I judged it prudent not to despatch my epistle till it had 
a second as surety ; and here it is« I now wish gravely to call atten- 
tion to Uie last paragraph of my letter, and to the fact that British 
North America couid yield a revenue to the Mother Country clear of 
all cost of jnaintenance. This fact I was convinced of five years 
«go; and then, writing in the Canada Newspapers, I threw out a 
proposal like to that which I now make, of taking a lease of the pro- 
vince. This was copied into many of the American papers, and T 
believe, even into some of this countryi under the head *' A obbat 
OFFEB;^ but beyund exciting a smile, it probably left no impression; 
>nd I remember that, conversing with you on colonial policy, you 
seemed to have your mind made up on the subject, and did, indeed, 
say that a colony could produce no revenue. You will acknowledge, 
at least, that the question is interesting and important. You would, 
I think, come over to mv opinion, did you once fully inquire into 
it ; and, Jbeing convinceci, 1 am sure your liberality would induce 
you to exert your superior talents for practical completion. Had the 
unfortunate publication spoken of in my other letter gone on smoothly 
aod been completed, it was my intention to have illustrated and 
proved this position : and, tbiuking my ideas original, I was, and am 
more anxious to bring them into public notice. They not only go to 
the aggrandizement of the British empire, but to the establishment of 
a^ new and improved state of society. Mankind have, from the be-^ 
ginning, struggled against arbitrary power ; they have philosophised 
on the principles of government ; they have fought again and again 
for religion, which never should be fought for ; they have done that 
which they should not have done, and left undone what it was the^ 
greatest consequence to do. They should have studied the influence 
of property on the character and fate of man ; they should have 
fought for its good arrangement. In the old world property has been 
monopolized by established power, and its influence directed against 
virtue, which it might be made to prop and protect. To re-arrange 
property in the old world, would be an arduous, if not hopeless task; 
i^nd were the plans of Mr. Owen even riglit in principle^ it would be 
vain in our time to think of their execution on thb side of the Atl^n- 
lip* In America, tlie right arrangement of property, I mei|n^ landed 



172 

pfoperty, o& its first settlement, is a very diflhrent thing, ft is not 
tmly possible so to arrange in this case/ as at once to stamp upon 
land high value, but to give to every operation in the process of its 
settlement, the Very best effect, — to make this process instrumental 
both to the increase of physical and moral good. It -would be 
wrong to attempt any thing beyond a hint at present ; but I trust 
this may arrest attention. In America the mischief of not attending 
to the right arrangement of landed property has been infinite--? 
wasteful, demoralizing, melancholy. Before Britain lost the best 
part of that country, the patronage of governors executed the misr 
chief; and up to this day, the United States government, though it 
has improved in the science of settlement, is yet wholly in the dark 
regarding its grand principles, iJvhile our provindai governments are 
going on to weaken and brutify in every quarter — in Canada, the 
Cape, New Hollaud, and Van Dieman's Land. In Upper Canada, the 
system of patronage was most damning and audacious, because there 
the land was naturally the most fertile.' I discovered tdc viilany^ 
raised the^ halloo against the foxes of the wilderness^ and had some 
of their earths stopt; but still they run at large, and should be 
hunted down. I have observed from a newspaper that you had ad- 
verted to the fees exacted in Canada for laud grants, and thSitis a- 
proper subject for inquiry. Sir Peregrine Maitland raised the fees 
upon pretence that llind was rising in value, when, in fact, it was on the 
decline, from a trifle to an amount little short of the price charged 
jby the United States' government. It would be very proper, indeed, 
to ascertain how much land has been granted, and what amount of 
fees have been received ; but my most anxious wish is to see an en- 
fire new system introduced, and I do offer frankly to stake my whole 
Credit in this business on a report which I shall draw out, to lay be-: 
fore Parliament, on the subject of settlement, if required, after coIot 
nial inquiry is seriously instituted. I have no little personal pique 
to gratify 'against governors. Let their iniquities be blotted out up iq 
the present day ; and to-morrow let a new system of settlement com- 
mence — a system studied and matured, having in view at once the 
aggrandizement of Britain, the securitv of the Colonies, and the hap- 
piness of mankind. It will require nrom you an effort to attach im-r 
portance to "the mighty daring" of 2i pauper; and it may be difficult 
to overcome prejudices in Parliament against me and my plans ; but, 
looking back to the grave hearing which Mr. Owen's plan obtained, t 
am entitled to hope. In the parish where Inow rank with labourers, 
I occupied a farm for seven years, and challenged the Country round 
me for forty miles to a contest in farm management ; nor could it be 
called boast, for not only had I serious reason for doing this, but my 
opportunities of being skilled in agriculture had gone beyond those bf 
almost any other individual ; and to say nothing of my own conduct, 
that of my servants wais exemplary in the extreme. My misfortunes 
were unavoidable ; and, in the lowest grade of society, I htive n6t 
Ihisbehaved. After Columbus discovered America, his fellow-voya« 
gers could n6t see the merit of sailing westward ; and, till within the 
last seven years, landed gentlemen kept on a continual bungle in road- 
making, now from Edinburgh to Plymouth made plain and easy by 
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M'Adam. It appears to me that British America may yield a reTe- 
0ae instead of costing half a million anoually ;,and if you stick tt> the 
subject of colonial inquiry, I' shall be sanguine of the fact bei^g es- 
tablished. Satisfactory inquiry cannot be made, I am convinced, 
unless a commission is appointed to go out from this country t^ Ca* 
nada fully empowered. Attending debates in Parliament last session 
pu the Canada Government and Trade Bill, I had opportunity of 
witnessing the extreme indifference which prevailed in the Hou^e on 
the subject; and the Bill itself remains the strongest proof of the 
thorough ignorance of Ministers as to it. A Petition written oat bj 
me in opposition to the Bill, and accidentally presented and printed, 
9«as sei^t out and published in Canada last autumn. A correspondent 
writing to me from Canada, adverting to my proposal of offering in- 
dependence to the Colonies after a given period of years says, 
^* There i$ not the least hope of a commission coming home from thU 
country to sue for any thing that speaks of independence ;" and the 
reason is obvious. While Britain sends out half a million of money to 
North America annually to pay the expenses of government and pro- 
tection, we cannot suppose that the colonists will readily desire to have 
the donation withdrawn. But we should look to it another way. We 
should watch the time that colonies are fully fledged; we should feed 
them up to that time, and then peck the lazy devils out of the nest evea 
for their own sakes. Robin-red-breast, the sprightliest of birds, would 
never fly about and provide for himself if not forced to it by necessity. 
It will indeed be merciful to our American colonies to make them 
free and independent in good time ; otherwise they must infallibly be 
pounced upon and devoured by the eagle of the IJnited States. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Most respectfully, yours, 

ROBERT GOURLAy. 



Joseph Humcy Esq, M.P. 



No. 3, 



House of Correction, Cold-hath-JUldSp 
March 17, 1826. 
Sir, 

I have this day read your speech on the Canada question* 
fvherehi you say that, with a reformed Parliament, you would impeach 
l^ord Bathurst. Truly, you yourself deserve impeachment, and [ 
shall proceed, even without parliamentary reform, to show cause. 



• SAL^ OF WASTE LANPS IN UPPER CANADA. 

Mr. Wilmot Hortpn rose to bring forward bis measure for the incorporatioa of a 
company for baying up the waste Jands in Upper CaAada, of which he had given 
notice on a former night. He proceeded to explain shortly the ouiliues of tlie Bili^ 
postponing, to another stage, tbe more particular details. The great oliject was lo en- 
courage, by all means, the introduction of capital into the colohy ; and, in the pursoii 
of that, it was proposed to sell the waste lands in Canada to an bicorporated Compaiiyk 
under such restrictions and with, such qualifications as woald guard agaiqst abusA in 
fhe re-sale of these lands to emigrant. settlers. Another object was to create, from the 
proceeds of such sales to the Company, a fund which might be made applicable to 4be 
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In Febraary, 18S3, I entrntted to your oare a petitioa ^A 5) re« 
gardiig. Canada, which, had It been done jostke to, would have de^ 



difcha^e of the neoesMurj expoiwi of the colony, and thus rid the mother oonntiy of 
that aMiual charge which had lo often proToked the obtenratians of the Hoooiiiabl^ 
Hemb^r for Aberdeen (Mr. Home). Neoetsarily iocideotal( but tecondarj, howcTer, 
was tfae encooragement of emigration and the promotion of cdonisation. The grand 
result bf which might be confidently anticipated from the successful attainments of 
these several objectSt would be a great esttensioa of cultivation in that immense and 
nnoccimied territory ; and an improvement of the interests of the colony generally* 
Upon me first point he believed there would be but little doubt, and he should, there* 
fi>re, asnime that it was beneficial to the colony to encourage the introduction of capi- 
tal thert : With respect to the second, the measure would be found to contain all the 
necessaiy securities and guards against any tendency which this Company might have 
to monopoly of all the unoccupied lands of Upper Canada. TLe project was, that the 
Company were to appoint two commbsioners, the Crown two more : these together, to 
appomt other commissioners* who were arbiters in all doubtful cases, and the value of 
the land to be adjudged by a standard derived from the average value of similar de« 
icriptions of land in particular districts. The plan thus sketched out, had been actually 
carried into execution. Commissioners duly appointed had gone out, but the time was 
too short as yet to receive anv accounts from them. On the appropriation of the pro* 
ceedf he should state, generally, that j£iO,QOO were to be set aside for the peeessary ' 
expenses of the colony for fifty years ; and the surplus, if any, was to accumulate for 
such purposes as would most beneficially enhance the interests of the settlements. 
The same reserve for the clergy would oe made in the new transfitrs as already pre* 
vailed in other parts, £veiy facility and encouragement would be, of course, exlended 
to persons desirous of emigrating. A royal charter bad already been applied for, and 
the present measure was in order to arrange the details. Having thus given the gene* 
iml outline, he concluded by moving for leave to bring in the bilL 

Mr, WUUam Smith approved of the principle of this measure, but wished to know 
whether ui the allotments to be made, care bad been taken that no injury was sustained 
by the Indians bordering upon these waste lands. Some circumstances of oppression 
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia had lately been disclosed, but he hoped thmt 
limitations had been devised to guard against simitar injustice in other cases. 
Mr, W, HerUm undertook to state confidently that there was no such danger, 
Mr, Hume did not object to the bill. On the contrary, he regretted that it had not 
not been brought forwaid long ago. It was now five years since he had called the atten- 
tion bf the Colonial Government to the abuses practised in the colonies, but the prede- 
cessor of the Honourable Gentleman turned a deaf ear to all his representations. He 
(Mr. Hume) then stated^ that such was the system carried on in Upper Canada, pwr- 
ticnlarly that the emigrants could not avail themselves of the grants of waste land. 
Since then, he had provided himself with an official document (which he did not then 
possess) and which placed these abuses in a strong light. Thu was a report ftom the 
colonial legislature with respect to these waste lands, and it stated that out of 39,000 
emigrants who were sent out of this country, or had gone out at their own expense, 
in the years 1817, 18, 19, and 20, only 100 families had found refuge in the colony* 
The remainder had gone to the United States, or returned to this country. Hq 
hoped that the system would be terminated by this Bill. In fact, the pruning4iniio 
was wanted to the whole system of colonial policy. The manner in which it was con- 
docted reflected disgrace on those who were at the head of that department. Its mis- 
management was not confined to the Canadas alone. He did not hesitate to say, that 
of all the public departments, the colonial was the most ineflicient in this country, for 
the Imt fourteen years. He wished he had the power, and certainly if he had to deal 
whh a reformed House of Commons, he should impeach Lord Bathurst for breaches 
and neglect of duty, and move an address to the King for his immediate removal from 
office. What he now said was not in heat, but considerately, and firom the practices 
which he saw carried on utider the eyes of the Noble Lord. His observations appiie4 
not to Canada alone, but to the Ionian Islands, the Cape of Good Hope, put together. 
The transactions at all these places called for an immediate inquiry into'the whole 
system. With respect to the Cape, be never would be <^uiet in Uie House whilst hd 
Lord Bathuist winking at the transportatioo of British subjects from thence by 
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vated yoOy supported me, and done good unspeakable. I gave you a 
book which Ufe Morning Chronicle called *' the best Account if any 



LOKd ChArio Somerset, under circamstanoes of the greatest tyranny. Bo strongly <Kd 
be view that subject, that he took shame to himself that he had not before brought it 
before the house. Gentlemen ivere not aware how much persons living at distant 
tolonies were at the mercy of the local governments. It was a subject, therefoi^> 
telaiming the greatest attention from the Legislature, and he should consider it the 
greatest benefit he could bestow upon the colonies* and the country generally, if lie 
could prevail upon this House to address the Kinp to remove Lord Bathurst from a 
situation which he had filled so long and so inefficiently. The Honourable Member 
then proceeded to point out the exactions and abuses which prevailed in the lettm^ of 
lands. He denounced the whole system of fees as alike ill advised and peculatory. 
Upon a sale of 300 acres of land, the fees atone werti upwards of «£ 30, all of which 
went into the pockets of individuals. How long, he asked, was this system to continue ? 
If the object was, in fact, what it was pretended to be, the encouragement of emigra- 
tion, why did they not, in imitation of the United States, open offices for the sale of 
lands, abolnh all unjust and vexations fees» and arrange matters so that a man coming 
to buy a lot of ground might know to a shilling what the actual expense would be f 
Some reduction, he understood, had lately been made in these fees, but why was it not 
made long ago ?— It was shameful. Government pretended that they wanted the 
colony to support itself; if so, why did they not deal with the settlers as the United 
States did ? — This Bill was calculated to favour the introduction of capital into Canada, 
bat consequences might arise from it which were not possibly foreseen. He had not 
yet heard clearly whether this grant of lands did not amount to a monopoly of all the 
waste lands in Canada to the Company. If such were the case, he looked upon the 
whole scheme as a delusion. Let the Company be invested witii the lands at 2s. 6d* 
3t. or whatever the price might be the acrci and allow them to dole it out in smafi 
parcels, and instead of removing the^ difficulties to obtaining land, you double and 
treble them on emigrants. This was a delicate question, and he had heard sOme 
declare, that the giving the Company a monopoly would be the ruin of the Colony. 
In such a case, it was much to be desired that this House had been consulted before 
any arrangement were entered into. He wished also to have some certain inibrmatioU 
as to wbeUier reserved provision for the clergy had been made? 

Jtfn A, Baring wished to know whether this BiU was intSided to originate a power 
in the Crown to dispose of these lands, or whether it was only to carry into efiect the 
tietails^of a grant already made ? 

Mn'jtfourtce Fittgeraid was anxious to set the Honourable Member for Aberdeen 
tighr, as to a statement which he had made respecting the Colonial Government. He 
understood the Honourable Member to state that the abuses of which he complained 
In diat department still existed. This he (Mr. Fitxgerald) could, from his own expe- 
riaace, contradict. Bdng upon a committee connected with colonial purposes, he had 
the means yf knowing that many of the abuses had been reformed, and that many of 
the settlers, sent out at the expense of Governmeat, had expressed their gratitude for 
the way in which they were treated. Many of these had emigrated from the South 
of Ireland, and in the letters to their friends the^ bore testimony to the accommodation 
which had been provided for them. Their claims had been referred to an agent of 
great ability and integrity, and in every case they were pleased with his decisions. 
The Honourable Member might therefore be assured that the abuses no longer existed. 

Mr, Gordon rose to repel some of the animadvennons which the Honourable Member 
for Aberdeen had directed against the Noble Lord at the head of the Colonial De- 
partment. He could not help considering the use of strong or harsh language as pecu- 
culiarly unseasonable, when the Honourable Member admitted that he had no objection 
to the proposidon of the Honourable Secretary (Mr. Horton). The main ground of 
charge seemed to be, that the measures now proposed had not been adopted years 
•go, but possibly want of capital or wmit of spirit of adventure might have prevented 
their application^before (hear). As to the observations respecting Sie appointments of 
colonial governors, that was a Cabinet measoie, and Lord Bathurst was not singly 
answerable. He (BIr. G.) would undertake to say, that in the smaller details of th^ 
Colonial Office, a strict scrutiny was resorted to, in order to Bsoertlim the charaden of 
til the Mrraats of GovcmaiQit aeiitottt to the colonies* 
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^dmntry^* which you said, iuthe House of Commons, was ** a vtr^ 
good hook;** and which was certainly sufficient to prepare you for 



Afr. Brif^ heartilj approved of the principle K>f the meaiuref as he became dailv 
more convinced of the necessity of increasing the population of Canada. He hoped* 
however, that nothing had been done without the concurrence of the Colonial It^- 
latore: otherwise this measure must fail to be extensively effective. A monopoly^ 
also* would defeat all the purposes of increased population. This point be atioofff 
frged, and he suggested that the .j[ftO,000, which it was proposed to apply to the 
expenses of government, should rather be laid out in adding to the facilities of emigration. 

Afr. A, Baring begged to say a few words upon this question, which, viewed in 
whatever way it might, appeared to him to demand the most serious consideratioQ. 
The probable future state of the Canadas^ and the certain influence which the present 
measure would have in accelerating that state, was a serious question at this moment. 
Of all the vast tracts which we once possessed in the northern half of the New World* 
this was the only remaining colony. The increase of population, the accession of 
wealth, and the importance derived from increased knowledge, has enabled the 
United States to separate themselves successfully from this country; and as the 
measure now proposcnd was calculated to bestow all these advantages upon Canada, it 
was quite certain that it must, in time, follow the example of the other states. It wa» 
not in the nature of things that one state should be the colony of another, the prodac- 
tions of both being alike. Canada' was an agricultural country, and could not, thwe- 
fore, be subject to any northern country of Europe. It was» therefore, a question 
whether the interest and dignity of this country would not be well advanced by giving 
to the settlers of Canada that independence by grace and favour, which they will, iiii- 
doobtedly, come one day to claim by force (hear). If all the difficulties of retaining 
(his place were well contddered, this consideration would not be entirely without its 
vreight. Canada is a narrow strip of land, extending 1,500 miles along the territories 
of the most enterprising people m this world. A strong tendency to union with the 
United States might be calculated upon on the part of the settlers. A concession now 
would place a tie for ever upon their gratitude, whereas, on the other hand> their 
feelings will be excited to hatred, should they enforce their independence. Great 
commercial advantages might be secured. He doubted whether, the fair objects of 
emigration would be best secured through the agency of a joint stock company. 

Afr. Hprtm explained, that the promotion of colonization was a collateral object to 
thu measure. There were other measures applying to that object. 

Mr, Baring proceeded to contend that the most effectual way to encpnrage emigra- 
tion would be by selling the land in the same way as the government of the United 
States sold it. Next to Ireland, the situation of Canada was the most important which 
could be discussed. 

^ Mir. Robertson said that we were always vulnerable to the United States through the 
sides of Canada, and we should never engage m a war unconnected with North 
America. 

Mr, W, Horton, in reply, said that there was still an infinite extent of fertile land hk 
Canada, sufficient to absorb emigration to any extent, exclusive of the tracts which this 
company could purchase. He denied that this would be a greater monopoly, than if 
a private individual had become the purchaser^ and he knew of no other way of intro- 
ducing cafntal into the country. Five-sevenths of the lands in Canada were in the 
hands of private individnals at present, and it was not possible for all the power of tfab 
country to establish a monopoly. This sort of system of purchase was one which was 
contemplated by government. As to what the Honourable Member for Aberdeen 
said of emigration, it was capital that was wanted in Canada. . In America, labour was 
wanted. With respect to what was said of the Colonial Department, he tboogbt tbat 
it was the duty of the honourable member to make a clear and distinct accusation* 

Mr, Hume, Have I not done it ?— 

Mr, WUttut Hortoih What right had the Honourable Gentleman to speak generally 
of banishment from the Cape of Good Hope by the Governor of that colony ?— And 
what right had he to make such charges on those at the head of the Coloaiaf Depai^ 
mentat home? 

Mr, Hume, — Have they not continued, the govonor ? 

Mr. Wilmot Horton could not conceive on what authority the HonoBrabk Gentleinan 
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speaking on Canadian affairs ; but because Mr. Brougham proposed 
'* delmf^' you trifled with the subject, and all was loaft. In April, 
1823, you spoke of my ill*u$age in Canada. Mr. Wilmot challenged 
speci^c charges. I instantly accepted the challenge by letter to Mr. 
Wilmot, which was published, and of whicli you had a copy ; yet 
nothing was done. In July following, I asl^ed you to present for me 
a petition at an important moment of my fate, but this you refused to 
do ; and last June, after promising to present one put into your. hands, 
you left me to be insulted by mad doctors-^— to be a se<M>nd time 
arrested, and to an abode among felons. Tell me, now, who is most 
worthy of impeachment —you or Lord Bathursti 

I haye the honour to be, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Joseph Hume, Esq. M.P. 



No. 4. 

House of Correction, Cold- Bathr Fields, 
March, llth, 1825. 
Sir, 

A newspaper of yesterday lays before me, containing the 
debate on the Canada Question. You, and you alone, are right on 
that subject. Ministers have ever been infatuated regarding Ame- 
rican affairs ; and till this hour are deplorably ignorant as to Canada* 
Just now, seven years ago, I sent home from that country a Peti- 
tion to be presented by you to Parliament, calling attention to 
Canada. Ever since then I have been persecuted without inter- 
mission, and now am confined here on pretence of madness, although 
fhere is not in London an individual more correct; in proof of which 
I shall annex copies of letters written to you in 1820, which were 
not replied to. If you are disposed to follow up what you have 
spoken to, I shall submit proposals, which, if carried into execution, 
will not only be vitally important to me, but advantageous to you, 
the country, and the world. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedieut servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Alexander Barings Esq, M.P. 



(Copies.) 

Cooper's Hotel, Bouvene-street, 2SdJune, 1820. 
Sir, 

I am now addressing, to every Member of the House of 
Commons, a copy of the circular enclosed. Coming to your name, I 



made those charges. He would not make any reply to generalities, to idle assertions, 
and declamatory iuanoations -, bat if the Honoarable Gentleman should think proper 
to prefer a distinct charge, he would be prepared to refute it. 
' The rootipa was then agreed to. 

Morning Herald, 16th Mareh, 18115. 

2 A 
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have called to mind, that more' than two years ago I sent home a^ 
Petition to the House of Commons from Upper Canada, to call 
attention to the state of that Province. I requested my friend in 
town here, to whose charge the Petition was committed, to put it 
into your bands to be presented, but (you being then in France, as I 
hwe HOW, 4th July, learned) he gave it to Mr. Douglas, who thought 
it was too generally worded — in fact, it appeared so to myself on 
review. Besides, it arrived too late in the session, and thence was 
not presented. I allude to this transaction, because I had a special 
reason for wishing j/ou to take an interest in the afiairs of Upper 
Canada — a reason which still stimulates me to address you particu- 
larly at this time. 

Sbbuld the contents of the circular so much engage your atten- 
tion, as to excite a wish to converse with me, as to this matter, I shall 
be extremely happy to wait upon you for the purpose, where and 
when you may signify to be convenient. 

I am. Sir, with due respect. 

Your most obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Alexander Barings Eeq. 



Sir, 

I have addressed a copy of the within circular to every 
Member of the House of Commons. Yours was accompanied with 
a letter, of which a copy is hereunto annexed. The circulars were 
all put into the General Post Office, with an impression that they 
were not chargeable to Members of Parliament, any more than if they 
had been despatched from the country. In a few days I found my 
mistake, by many of the letters being returned, because the postage 
had not been paid. To correct this error, I re-enclosed these letters 
with an apology, and defrayed all charges. 

This day I have a letter from a Member, to whom I wrote a second 
tim.e, who says he never received my first packet, though it did not 
return to me. Your packet may have had a similar fate ; but though 
it did reach you,* I acknowledge that my error in not defraying 
its charge may have been sufficient for your neglect. My object b 
so great and good, that even unmerited neglect would not daunt my 
endeavours : and I have only to say, in addition to what I first wrote 
to you, that my special reason for wishing your attention to the state 
of Canada was, that I thought you had it in your power to become 
the leader in the grandest scheme of benevolence which the world 
has yet witnessed. Pardon this lofty expressiou, but believe me to 
be perfectly sincere. Should you favour me with notice, your letter 
will still find me at Cooper's Hotel, Bouverie-street. 

Respectfully yours, &c, 

ROBERT GOVRI-AY. 

Alexander Baring, Esq. 
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No. 5. 

Bryanstone Square, llth March, 1825. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of this date, .in which you 
complain that I did not do justice to the petition respecting Canada, 
which I presented to the House of Commons in 1822, from yon« 

It may be true ; but if I did what I considered for the best, you 
may regret the failure, but the censure which yon bestow might be 
spared. 

Of your book, I spoke as 1 had formed an opinion, but a little 
parliamentary experience would have convinced you that a House 
of Common^ is not disposed to take such as good parliamentary 
evidence. 

You do great injustice in supposing that Mr. Brougham proposed 
to me to '* delay" any inquiry or proceedings respecting Canada. — 
Such suspicions are altogether unfounded. 

That you may have written a letter to Mr. Wilmot in 1823, may - 
be quite correct, but I have no recollection of having seen it ; or if 
I did, of considering it as affording proof of a nature to support any 
fptdjie charges against the Government of Canada. 

That yon may have considered your letter sufficient for the pur- 
pose, I have no doubt ; but I do express my surprise that you should 
think it impossible that I should have a different opinion from you, 
and more so that yon should refuse me the discretion to act upon that 
opinion, without incurring your censure. 

You never asked me to present any petition in either June or July 
last, when I saw you. On the contrary, at the interview I had with 
you, our conversation turned entirely on the decessity of your writing 
a petition to the House, in which you should acknowledge your 
error in having assaulted Mr. Brougham, but which you refused to do. 

Some time after I had left you, Mr. Bellamy, I think, brought 
me a petition from you to present to the House, which, after con- 
sulting some of the Members, as well as the Speaker, I declined to 
present to the House, and sent back to you, because, in that petition, 
you stated', if I now distinctly recollect, that you were justified in 
having done what you did to Mr. Brougham, and for which yod did 
not express any regret, or offer any apology. 

I have reason to believe that my message to you, requ^esting you to 
alter the petition, was received and disregarded by you : and I was 
then obliged, most reluctantly, to leave you to year own course ; and 
whilst I regretted the course you chose to persist in, I saw no other 
course for me to take, than to leave you to a little reflection. 

He that will to Coupar will to Coupar ; and, as you preferred and 
chose the abode of felons rather than to take my advice, I consider 
you as altogether unwarranted in blaming me for the friendly part I 
took for you. 

I am, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HUME. 
Mr. Robsrt Gourlay, 



i 
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No. 6. 

House of Correction, Cold-bath-fieldst 
IQlh April, 1825. 
Sir, 

What I wrote to you, under date 17th ultimo, did not 
proceed from peevishness : nor was it meant for censure, as from the 
tenor of your reply I was sorry to observe you had supposed. It was 
solely to startle you into serious reflection on a subject wofully mis- 
understood by all parties— the opposition, as well as the ministry. It 
has been my wish, every day since, to assure you of this : but I delayed 
till something else might be spoken of; and last night's debate on 
Irish emigration* presses for remark, which shall be brief. Eighteen 



• IRISH EMIGRATION TO AMERICA. 

Mr. Hume submitted to the Honourable Gentleman opposite, (Mr. Wilmot Horton,) 
that, in the pre.sent state of the House, a thin attendance, it would be better to posU 

Sine the vote for the emigrants from the South of Ireland to our colonies in America, 
e was determined to oppose it, as he disapproved of the principle altogether. 

Mr. Wilmot Horton was understood to say that he could not yield to the suggestion 
t>f the Honourable Member. The vote was a sum of ,£ 30,000, and was intended to 
aid the removal of emigrants from the South of Ireland to our Colonies in North 
America. This was undertaken by waj of national experiment* and so &r as the 
experiment had hitherto gone, it was attended with complete success. As the letters 
of the superintendent were in the highest degree satisfactory, he had, therefore, no 
hesitation in recommending the vote, on the ground of its being a parthl benefit to 
Ireland, and a partial benefit to Canada. The measure was /in the nature and charac- 
ter of an experiment, to which a part of the national capital might be safely appropri- 
ated. 

Mr, Grattan thought the vote rather premature, as the House was without any 
account of the result of the experiment already made in Canada. 

Mr, Vetey Fittgerald supported the grant. 

Mr, Abercromby opposed the system of emigration, as he was of opinion it was much, 
better to govern men wisely at home, and make them contented, than to export them 
to other countries. He objected to the proposed vote on the ground that sufficient 
time was not afibrded to ascertain the result of the experiment of last year. 

Mr. Horton said a few words in explanation. 

Mr. Bright approved of the principle of colonization, but differed altogether with the 
manner in which government had carried it into effect. He recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee to examine more deeply into the subject, and to inquire if there 
was no better way of disposing of our super-abundant population, than by emigration. 
At present he felt disposed to oppose the grant. 

Mr. Spring Rice thought that the reasoning with respect to emigTAtion was founded 
on erroneous principles, and he objected now to the call to repeat an experiment until 
it was ascertained what success the former adventure had been attendcKl with. For- 
merlyf the people of Ireland disliked the system of emigration by government. They 
used to call it, in their own way, '* a right genteel mode of transportation ;" however, 
sure they were of a contrary distinction, aud were anxious,' when deprived of their 
lands at home, to betake themselves to any corner of the world where they could 
obtain the hope of a comfbrable resting-place. But he thought that it should he 
carried on upon a larger scale, and with more determined views. He thought that the 
landlord ought to contribute as well as the state to the execution of a plan of emigration. 

Mr. M, Fitzgerald was disposed to continue the experiment^ to which this grant was 
to be devoted. 

Mr. Hume would oppose the grant until an investigation had taken place with a 
view of ascertaining how far the attempts which had hitherto been made, in the way of 
emigration, were attended with success. He recollected having landed in Batitry 
Bay with a friend, and having supplied themselves with sugar-candy, as the best 
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months ago, I wrote to Mr. Wiltnot that he was *' as blind as a mol^ 
as to .the principles of emigratioo ; and it is really monstrous that 
he should persevere in ignorance, at once so expensive and trifling. 
Unfortunately, not a man in the House of Commons seems to know 
more than himself of the matter. 

26f A April. 

I had written so far when it occurred that it would be well to wait 
further opportunity of impressing on your mind more serious consi- 
deration of a subject vitally important to this country, and, I may 
say, to the world. Last night the Canada Bill was read a second 
time without notice. You approved of it from the beginning, and re- 
gretted it had qot been brought forward long ago. 1 suspect it is far 
from what it should be, but have not been able to procure a copy. 
Will you favour me with one, and listen to my remarks ? Notwith- 
standing the apparent testiness of my last letter, be assured, that I 
consider you worth all the Whigs put together. Were you indeed 
clear of them, and resting on your individual efforts, you may still, 
with the people's good opinion, be infinitely useful. The Petition 
which you presented last night in my favour was forwarded by my 



resource in case of difficolty in getting food and drink* They went into a cabin where 
the inmates were bus^ at their meal of potatoes and milk. He asked them if they 
knew what sugar was ; and the impression made upon them by their answer, was, that 
they had never seen or tasted sugar. Would the committee, therefore, vote money to 
provide tea and sugar for ^omen and children, who would not have such provision ? — 
This vote was prejudicial : it held out hopes which could not be realised : it imposed 
burdens upon England which would not make Ireland prosperous. It was for these 
reasons, inconsistent with the principle of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to relieve 
the people of England from the pressure of taxation. He should, therefore, take the 
sense of the Committee against it, however few might be disposed to join him. 

Mr. J. Smith, notwithstanding the opposition of his honourable friend (Mr. Hume), 
would vote for the granf upon the principle of rescuing a certain number of Irishmen 
from hopeless misery. If that principle was wrong, he should have at least the conso- 
lation of seeing a tew made happy. When steam*boats should come to cmsa the 
Atlantic with the security and ease with which they soon would, emigration would be 
at an expense which he shbuld be ashamed now to mention. 

Mr* C. Hutckmion agreed with the Honourable Member who spoke last, in consider- 
inp it a sufficient reason for agreeing to this grant, that it would rescue a few from 
misery. But until the House redressed the grievances of Ireland like statesmen, no 
effectual relief could be given. It was by employing English capital in feeding, 
educating, and clothing the poor in Ireland, that relief was to be given. 

Tke (Sanceiior of the "Eschequer said, that if the committee recommended to be 
appointed on )he subject of emigration, were recommended as a substitution for this 
grant, he would not have agreed with it. But understanding it not to be so, he certainly 
was far from objecting to the reference of the question of emigratioa to a committee. 
(e^Mers.) Already the subject was under the consideration of a committee. He meant 
the Committee on the state of Ireland : but the objects of that committee were so mul- 
tifarious and so extensive, that they could not be expected to examine this very impor- 
tant sobjecrwith the attention it deserved. If this peculiar question were referred to 
a specific committee, it could not fail to do good. 

Mr. Trant would not have voted for this grant but for the pledge of a committee to 
inquire into the whole subject of emigration, which was the only means of relief to one 
ofthe great evils of Ireland. 

Mr. Hume would only protest against the extravagance of fi^st voting away J^fiJO^ 
and then appointing a committee to inquire. 

The motion was then agreed to without a division. 



ck8ire» and others would have been seat up but for evil inflaeoces in 
Fifesbire. The Moroiog Chronicle reports that one Member opposed 
the Petition. I should like to know who that was. Another one or 
two of the same kind may reach yon; and when Mr. Stuart Wortley 
presents my own Petition for a commission to visit me, I hope you will 
support its prayer. 

I was quite correct in all that 1 said under date the I7th March ; 
and, repeating that I have not the slightest wish to censure, you will 
allow me to recapitulate. My Petition of February, 1822, was and 
is of mighty importance to the nation. I sent a copy lately to Mr. 
Huskisson, who slighted it (A 5) ; but that does not in the least de- 
gree change my opinion.* That Mr. Brougham advised delay you 
will find recorded in page 460 of the General Introduction to my 
Statistical Account of Upper Canada ; — the first volume of which was 
and is the best authenticated information of the kind ever brought 
home from a British colony ; — was and is good parliatnentry evidence, 
while I have the original documents signed by and in the name of 
hundreds of the most respectable inhabitants of the province ; — so 
gpod that the Canada Company have stolen from it seventeen pages 
without consulting me, and six of the greatest value without acknow- 
ledging even my name. As to my letter to Mr. Wilmot, you may 
yet read all about it in my letters to you of April, 1823 ; and along 
with this, yon will receive a printed copy of the same, together with 
my Petition of July, 1828, which you refused to present. As to 
the Petition of June last, the matter btands thus: — I drew out 
one, which you objected to, and then showed you another, wbich you 
said was, " a vtry good Petititm" «nd which, accordingly, was <Mr- 
vered to you but neglected. The foltowing copy of it wiH show that 
it was quite unobjectionabTe. 

" The Petition of R. G. 
** Humbly showeth, 

*' That^ in consequence of an aflair which has occurred 
** in the lobby of the House of Commons, your Petitioner is now un- 
" der arrest. That your Petitioner in this affair had no wish what- 
** ever to insult vour Honourable Honse — ^to <^ause riot or o4»stPti€- 



* House ofCorrectum, Cold'bath*JieldM, jfytU 1&, 18t5. 
Sir> 

As soon as your speech on colonial policy was perused by me, I seised my 
pen and addressed to you a letter of congratulation; not because you had advanced 
any thing new, or, of itself, extraordinary, but viewing it as the dawn of comvioii sease 
and liberality in our ministry. Next day I re-wrote my letter, but detained it to avoid 
the appearance of affectation. Now an additional spur moves me; but you shall not 
be troubled with many words. I wish merely to bid you peruse the first five pagas of 
the print which accompanies thiii; and reflect upon my opinions submitted to Parliament 
three years ago. if you think the thing of no consequence, return it to me in a bluik 
cover ; if otherwise, and you should express a wbh to have the rest of the pamphlet, 
now in the press, of which this print is part, I beg leave to say it will give me pleason 
to furnish you with it. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your pbedient servant* 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Rt. Htm, WUUam HuikUton, 
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*' tion ; and sorry that any conduct of his should be thus eonstrned, 
" he DOW entreats that your Honourable House m\\ so order that 
" he may be set at liberty^ 

" And he will ever pray." 

Would the House have objected to this Petition-^woiild it have 
refused its prayer 1 

Let me now conclude with a few remarks on your speech of the 
15th March. — You are reported to have said, that out of 30,000 
emigrants who went from this country in 1817, 18, 19, and 20, only 
100 families had found refuge in Upper Canada. This I shall ven- 
ture to say is monstrously incorrect. Lord Bathurst has deserved to 
be impeached again and again ; but it is such vague and palpably er- 
roneous assertions which make those whose duty it is to bring him to 
book equally cufpable, especially when time is wasted by saying 
what would be done in a reformed parliament. 1 have suffered more 
by Upper Canada than any one ; know more about it ; have been 
waiting five years for a hearing as to it ; and, in being told *' will to 
Caupar tpill,*' think there is little consolation for disappointment. 
Hie point of business is, let me be visited — examined as to Canada — 
emigration — the popr laws — my present imprisonment. Each and 
all of these subjects are worthy .of a commission. 

I am, &c. ^ 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Joseph Hume, Esq, 



No. 7. 

Bryanstone-square, Apnl 27, 1825. 
Sir, 

I send, as you request, a Copy of the Canada Company 
Billy and if you can point out any thing likely to be useful, I shall be 
happy to attend to it. ^ 

I am your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HUME. 

P. S. A debate took place on the second reading of the Canada 
Bill for upwards of an hour, but the Reporters did not think proper 
to report it. '^ 

J. H. 
Mr. Robert Gourlay, 



No. 6. 

House of Correction, April 30, 1825. 
Sir, 

I thank you for sending me the Canada Bill, my con- 
tempt and abhorrence of which I cannot express on paper. As it 
deeply coacenia Ibe nation^ and a» 1 cannot wait upon you, may I *" 
request of you lo vbit Me heie^ whew I aei alwi^&al home, to•«lo^< 
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.row orMonday. I should ttien, with pleasure, converse with you on 
the subject. 

I am, respectfully yours, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Joseph Hume, Esq. 



No. a 

Bryanstone-squarey April 30» 1825. 
Sir, 

I am favoured with yours of this date, and shall be very 
happy to attend to any suggestions which you ms\y be able to put 
on paper for me; but as to -calling it is totally out of the question, 
owing to the immense quantity of public business in which I am at 
present engaged. 
The Bill comes on on Monday evening, and I remain. 

Your obedient servant, 

Joseph hume. 

Mr R, Goiurlay. 

P. S. I send you another copy of the Bill in order that you may 
make such remarks on it as you think proper and return it to me. 



No. 10. 

House, of Correction f May 2, 1825. 
Sir, 

I have* this morning received your letter and second copy 
of the Canada Bill. I return it with this sweeping remark, that I 
believe there is a trick going on to make over the vast national pro- 
perty in Canada to the Company, on little, mercenary, and shameful 
principles. 1 hope you have no interest in the affair — ^protest against 
the hurried passing of the Bill, and shall forward to the House of 
Commons a Petition, which 1 hope you will get in time to present this 
evening, more formally to protest and to entreat delay in passing the 
Bill. 

Lest any accident should prevent my Petition reaching you» I beg 
you will produce the Bill protested against as sent herewith. 

I am in haste, yours, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY, 
Jostph Hume, Esq. M.P. 



No. 11. 

May 2, 1825. 
Sir, 

* You will herewith receive the Petition of which I wrote 
in the mornbg (A 23), and among the immense quantity of public 
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busitieMy in which yda are at present engaged, depend npon it none 
is more important than tliis. Yon' witl, I trust, present the Petition 
this eveningy and get its prajer attended to. 

I am, &€• 

ROBERT OOURLAY. 
j0Mph Hume, Esf. 



No. 12. 

Bryanstone- square, Mmf % 1825. 
Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of this date, 
with the Canada Bill. 

As to your protest, you must be aware that it is totally ineffica- 
cious, and that unfeas you point out the grauni$ of your objections 
to the Bill in detail, it will be impossible for me to do any thing to 
arrest its progress. I again enclose you die Bill, in order that yon 
^^y* >f you think proper, and am 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HUME. 
Mr. R. G4)urlay. 



No. 13. 

Hvu9e of Correction, May d, 1825. 
Sir, 

I have seen from newspapers, that my Petition regarding 
the Canada Bill was laid on the table, but am letlt in doubt as to its 
being printed, which was especially prayed for, and which I am more 
anxious about, as I am preparing a Petition praying that all my 
printed Petitions may be brought up and referred to a committee. 
May I, therefore, beg of yon to nioir>e for this to day, if not already 
doj»e ; and it would be further obliging if yon wonld cause a co^ to 
be sent me. There is nothing before the House demanding man 
immediate and serious consideralion than the Canada ifueatioa. I 
have been unwell for two days, or I might have written out some ob*- 
servations for your perusal ; but the want of them is little to l>e re- 
gretted, as nothing but conversation can fully explain matters. 

' I am, &c. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Joseph Hum€j Eaq, 

No. 14. 

Mr. Go urlay presents compliments to Mr. Hume; wrote Mr. H. 
yesterday b^ging to have his Petition, presented the day before, 
printed, if not already so ordered, and saying he wonld be further 
obliged by having a copy of the Petition, when printed, sent him. 

He has now to acquaint Mr. Hume that fae has this day sent a Pe- 

2 B 
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titiOD to tb« oar« of Mr* Stuart Wortley, which may be presented 
this evenioff, and is, therefore, more anxious to know whether the 
above is printed. Mr. G. would be glad to be informed if the Ca- 
nada Bill is in committee, and when it will be read a third time. Also, 
if any committee is to be appointed for investigating generally into 
the subject of emigration, as proposed lately in the House of Commons. 
Could Mr. Hume, in the coijrse of to-morrow, cause his secretary to 
drop a few lines to Mr. G. as to these matters, it would be exceedingly 
obliging. 

Hauie of Correction^ May 6, 1825. 



No. 15. 



House of Commons, 6 o' Clock. 

Mr Hume begs to inform Mr Gourlay that the Petition presented 

by Mr H. respecting Canada has been ordered to be printed ; as has 

the Petition presented this day by Mr. Wortley — a copy shall be sent 

of the Petition when printed. 



No. 16. 



Mr. Gourlay has just now observed from a newspaper the passing 
of the Van Dieman's Land Company Bill, Would be greatly obliged 
if Mr. Hume would forward to him a copy ; and say, at same time, 
what has become of the Canada Company Bill. 

House of Correction, May 19, 1825, 



No. 17. 



6, Bfyanstone-square, May Id, 1825. 

Mr. Home has the pleasure to inform Mr. Gourlay that the third 
reading of the Canada Bill has been deferred till to-morrow (Friday). 

Mr. H. sends a copy of the Van Dieman's Land Bill according to 
Mr. Gourlay's request*. 



No. 18. 



House of Correction, Cold-hath fields, 
June 11, 1825. 
Sir, 

There is a Bill now before the House of Commons re- 
garding Canadian warehoused, corn ; and another in the House of 
Lords as to the corn trade, &c. with Canada, which 1 should be glad 
to have, and obliged by your furnishing me with. 

On this account, however, I would not have troubled you, did I 
not wish, at same time^ to beg explanation'as to an expression in your 
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note to me of lOth Maj» vut. : that yoa had the *'p2iai«rff '' to inform 
me that the third reading of the Canada Bill had been deferred. 
From this, I had some hope that the prayer of my Petition^ presented by 
you, would still be attended to, but the Bill was read the third time, 
and passed without a word being reported on the subject. May I 
frankly ask how you could express pleasure which could only be big 
with pain to me ? I have again and again reflected on this, and a li- 
beral explanation may set the matter at rest. 

Your obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
Joseph Hume,. Esq. 



No. 19. 



Sir, 



Bryanstone-squaref June 11, 1826. 



As you have, as stated in your letter of this day, been 
under some doubt what I could mean by an expression in my note to 
you of the 19th May, " that 1 had pleasure to inform you that the 
third reading of the Canada Bill had been deferred," I think it neces^^ 
sary to btate, that I had understood from you that you intended to 
seud, before the third reading, some particulars respecting the Bill, 
if you had time, and as the deferring the third reading of the Bill 
would, as I thought, afford you time to do what you wished to do, I 
considered that you would be pleased in having the opportunity, 
and therefore expressed my own satisfaction, or pleasure, that such 
was the case. 

I trust this explanation will relieve you from the surprise you are 
in respecting the phrase. 

The Bill for permitting henceforth the importation" of com from 
Canada, at duty of five shillings per quarter, which passed the House 
of Commons, was limited to one year by the Lords, which being an 
interference with a money clause, was the reason for the Commons 
rejecting the Bill : but another Bill has been introduced, which shall 
t>e sent to you on Monday. 

I am 

Your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH HUME* 
Mr. Robert Gourlay. 



18S 
(B.43.) 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COLONIAL 

DEPARTMENT. 

No. L 

London^ September Sd, 1821. 
My Lord, 

HftTing a purpose to collect together a number, of 
people willing to emigrate to Canada, and to proceed to that colony 
for settlement, under the best circumstances for the comfort of all, it 
becomes desirable to know upon what terms Government will grant 
land in aid of such purpose. 

It would, tbtr^lore, be oMigiog were your Lordship to order inr 
formation to be communicated to me on the subject.. 

I have the honour to be. 

Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT OOV&LAY. 
Emi Bmtkurst. 



No. 2. 



Jknomng^reeif Colonial DepMtimemU 
&tk Sewtember^ 1821. 
Sir^ 

In reply to your letter, dated the 3d instant« I am di- 
rected by Lord Bathurst to acquaint you that His Migesty's Govera* 
ment no longer give encouragement to persons proceeding as settlers 
to His Miyesty's possessions in North Americay beyond a grant of 
land, which .they will receive on applying to the Governor of the 
Province, proportioned to the means of cultivation which they nsay 
possess on their arrival in the colony » Passives are not granted 
by Government. 

I aQi, sir, your obedient servant, 

HENRY GOULBURN- 
ilfr. Rnbert QowrUy^ 



No. 8, 

Ijmdon, September Ith, 182L 
My Lord, 

Mr. Goulbuni has acquainted me, in pursuance of 
your direction, by letter dated 5th September, 1821, that ** Hi& 
*' Majesty's Government no longer give encouragement to persons 
" proceeding as settlers to His Majesty's possessions in North Ame- 
^* rica, beyond a grant of land, which they will receive on applying 
*' to the Governor of the Province, proportioned to the means of 
" cultivation which they may possess on their arrival in the colony •'^ 
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Tfie important point for persons intending to emigrtte is to be 
certain as to the quantity of land which they will receive for eertaim 
means ; and that before they leave home. Crossing the Atlantic is a 
serious matler, and disappointment after having crossed it, is still 
more so. My brother went out to Upper Canada, in 1817> applied 
regularly by pelition for land, took the oath of allegiance, and paid 
fees; but had nothing, save insolence, in return. He remained in the 
province eleven mouths, and then left it for want of employment and 
object. 

The terms upon which land is granted are changed from time to 
time ; and the fees, which in 1816 were very trifling, are now raised 
for large grants, to a serious sum, nearly equal to the price at which 
the best wild land in the United States can be purchased. Were 
settlers to sail next spring, in expectation that on the arrival in the 
colony ** Ihey would receive, on applying to the Governor, a grant of 
land, in proportion to the means of cultivation," upon the same rule 
that was followed this year, their expectations might be blasted by 
a change of role. It may be by next year determined to grant nor 
more land, or to grant it on such terms, as to render it not worth the 
fees, or price put upon it. 

By correspondence with various parts of the country, I am assured 
that I could get a large body of the people to go with me by next 
spring, and it is now time to be making arrangements for an under- 
taking so arduous and decisive of fate and fortune. Your Lordship, 
no doubt, has control over all rules for granting land in Canada, 
and can, therefore, assure me upon the subject of my inquiries. 

May I, therefore, beg the favour that your Lordship will take 
matters into serious consideration, and in another communicatioa 
give me those assurances which are requisite for my plans being car- 
ried into execution, without risk of such disappointment as I have 
above supposed possible. 

I have in view to settle towards the higher part of Lower Canada, 
and thoold wish a grant of land out of that still in possession of the 
Crown which lies nearest Montreal. It may be in your Lordship's 
power to determine as to the location in this country, and the com- 
fort which settlers would have from such determination would be 
^very great indeed. It would enable them to have preparations made 
on the granted land before they got out to take possession of it, veiy 
essential both for comfort and economy. 

I am yoor Lorpship's obedient servant, ' 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Earl Bathwit. 



No. 4. 

Douming'Streety September 16th, 18S1. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, addressed to Lord 

Bathurst, I am directed by his Lordship to acquaint you, that it la 

impossible to give yon any more definite answer than what you bare 

already received respecting grants of land to individuals proceeding 
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to flie North Amertcan Colonies, the local government being the 
only fit jodges of the means which a party may possess for cultivating 
lands in' the province, and of the extent which it may be proper to 
assign to them. 

I am, Sir, 

Your mo9t obedient humble servant, 

HENRY GOULBURN. 
Mr. Robert Gourla^, 



No. 6. 

Margate, 2d October, 1821. 
My Lord, 
Mr. Goulburn's letter of 15th ultimo, in reply to mine of the 7th, 
addressed to your Lordship, reached me in course, but ill health, 
which has obliged me to come to this place for recovery, has caused 
me to delay again troubling your Lordship on the subject of emi- 
gration. I have, indeed, hcbitated a little, whether I should con- 
tinue this correspondence, being very unwilling to make unavailing 
trouble. On mature reflection, however, 1 feel that I should not be 
satisfied with myself without more particularly communicating my 
views ; and your Lordship will, 1 trust, listen to explanation whatever 
be the result. 

Mr. Goulburn says, in his letter to me, '* It is impossible to give 
** you any more definite answer than what you have already re- 
«* ceived respecting grants of land to individuals proceeding to 
*' North American Colonies/' Now, what I wish to treat about 
does not concern me as an individual only. As an individual, I could 
readily procure, on going either to Canada or to the United States of 
America, more laud than I could myself cultivate. It is now four years 
since 1 first proposed to conduct to Canada a large party of settlers, 
and, indeed, to make a continued business of promoting emigration. 
1 studied the subject in Cauada, found that my scheme could be put 
in practice, at once to my own and the public benefit, and took every 
means to qualify myself for the undertaking. 1 seat home three 
letters to be presented to your Lordship, all with one uniform and 
settled determination ; and as I have more and more reflected on 
what I had, and still have in view, the more am I inclined to pro- 
ceed.* The letters alluded to were dated 3d November, 1817. 
February 7tb» 1818, and 24th March, 1818; and, no doubt, were 
shown to your Lordship, through the medium of Sir Henry Torrens. 
In these letters I spoke of a contract which I was desirous to make 
with Government for the settlement of Canada with British subjects; 
and it is this contract which 1 would willingly engage with. Under 
this contract I could pay to Government a considerable sum of money 
for the land, and greatly promote the comfort and prosperity of 
settlers. Although the value of land has of late years greatly fallen 
in America, I could afford to pay Government one dollar per acre 
say for one million of acres to begin with, by three instalments, at 
the end of five, six, and seven years, and so on for an indefinite 
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terra, receiving more and more land from Government to settle^ as 
the process went on, and payments were made good. Could your 
Lordship come to a resolution to promote a liberal scheme of this 
sort, within the present month of October, I could go out to Canada, 
have arrangements made for settlement, and be back before April 
next, to conduct settlers to their destination : nothing more would be 
required than your Lordship's countenance to enable every thing to 
be managed to the best advantage. This country could spare 50,000 
people annually to be thus conducted abroad, and I should have no 
difficulty to procure 10,000 to go out in one body, by April next. 
When your Lordship has entered into a thorough investigation of the 
subject, these numbers will not appear at all extravagant to reckon 
upon, nor will there seem any difficulty in managing the concern. 
The distress throughout the country for want of work is general, 
and, after the ensuing term of Michaelmas, will be greatly increased. 
No rise in the price of corn will enable farmers to employ 
labourers so liberally this winter ensuing as they did last winter, and 
curtailing employment in Government yvorks, as is now done, by 
throwing labourers idle one day out of six, will, I am afraid, greatly 
aggravate misfortnne. Emigration to the fullest extent, would not 
much abate this distress, as it proceeds from extraordinary causes, 
which require special remedies ; but a timely di^tposilion on the part 
of Government, to promote any species or degree of relief, would 
assist in lessening discontent. My hope of establishing a liberal 
system of emigration does not rest on the present emergency, nor 
any temporary distress. Emigration could be carried to greatest 
extent, and with best effect were the country flourishing. 

In the mean time, public calamity ought certaiijly to plead for its en- 
couragement ; and I|bope your Lordship may still take s^ious thought 
of the subject. Your Lordship must no doubt have the fullest in- 
formation from every quarter as to the state of the country, and 
can need none from me. Having viewed both England and Scotland, 
however, all over from north to south, and from east tO' west, 
with my own eyes within the last two years, and having, from time 
to time, information from intelligent correspondents in various quar- 
ters, I cannot resist expressing anxiety and dread of consequences. 
On the subject of emigration, I shall here bog leave to transcribe 
part of a letter from one of my friends, dated *23d August, 1821: 

You may get as many people as you please to go from with 

you to Canada. More than half the farmers have been thrown 
" out in the late bad times, and will not require much persuasion to 
^* emigrate. There is one family that I have spoke to, (I mean one 
*^ of the sons,) that will gladly go, and as he was bred to the dairy 
*' system, he might make a figure in that capacity. He would soon 
*' get a dairy^woman with him for a wife. They rented a farm within a 

*' uiile of ,at £517 of rent, ou| which they had thirty-eight 

** as fine cows as were in the country. They failed, and were turned 
^ out with great severity. Their slock sold at less than half price, 
** and the farm is now let at £200 : they paid rent five years, (1 set 
** them the laQd myself,) and lost at least £1600 by the concern, of 
^* this £500 by the harsh roup (sale by auction) of their stock." 
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** £v«ry season greit siiip-loads of people emigrate from Orecx 
*' nock to Canada. There is a cargo of 600 or 600 making op just 
now by a Greenock vessel, but loading at Fort WiUiam. But 
from Greenock itself, every ship carries out emigrattfts, chiefly 
county people from tlie counties of Renfrew end Ayr. Were I 
twenty years younger, I would go myself." 
How noble and generous would it be, my Lord, to set about aiw 
ranging plans, by which such poor distressed people as tbosc abovs 
spoken of could have somHhing like certainty and comfort to look for- 
ward to in the colonies, whither they are desirous to proeeed. EmigraDts 
BOW go out to Canada only upon a chance of getting land worth ac- 
ceptance ; a thousand doubts torment them~Hi thousand difficulties and 
jdbappointments wait upon their movements. From their native 
country and the society of friends, they faave to enter into gloomy 
aolitode — they have to cut out the road before them in the wilder* 
ness; they have there to take up their abode, while yet unskilled in 
tiie art of settlement, and unprepared by experience to guard against 
numerous and frightful accidents ; tliey have oAen to strive at once 
against poverty and sickness. Not one in ten of those who go out ta 
<^anada have within themselves the naeans of making comfortable 
conunencement ; and not the half of these can put even sufficient 
means to speedy and economical account^ for want of plan and 
arrangement. Public arrangements for emigrants were miserable 
when I was abroad. They are yet altogether defective, and every ac- 
count sent home gives proof of consequent misery. All this can be 
prevented by your Lordship's endeavours, if seriously and strenuously 
applied. It was reported to me, on coming home, that your Lordship 
had said, on heariqg some representation which I had made as to 
distress of the emigrants, that I should take care of myseif (^*tli« 
reformer should take care of himseir*); and no doubt it would be 
well coufd I do so. Could I do {his, and benefit tens of thousands 
of my fellow-creatures, surely it would still be better. I have suf* 
fered more disappointment thau, perhaps, any man alive, and hold no 
caviable situation at present ; yet, my Lord, stich is the consolation 
from good intention, that the balance of enjoyment may not,aAer all, 
be greatly against me. It is in your Lordship's power to set on loot 
a scheme of benevolence beyond any thing yet witnessed hj the 
world ; it is my delight to reflect even upon the possibility of auch 
being realized. There is not a man who is desirous of quittiog the 
country, that it is not politic for Government to aid in getting osit of 
it ; at least, if he is willing to settle in a British colony* Thepe he 
can be so placed as to reimburse every charge incurred by his remo- 
val from home. It would be wrong in me to atteo4)t gomg into any 
detail for your Lordship's information as to plans of settleaMiit^ on 
this occasion ; but I shall at all times be ready to wait upon your Lord- 
ahip with every particular, if required. Last year, the Chaacelior of 
the Exchequer said that "His Majesty's ministers were di^osed to 
adopt every measure which could really contribute to the rc4ief 
of the labouring classes." Now, my Lord, 1 declare myself ready 
to lay before you a practical scheme for mitigating distress by emi- 
gration. With reflection on the above quotation, yoar Lordship 
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must be sensible Uiat more than the labouring classes wadt relieP 
•* More than half the farmers have been thrown out in the late bad 
'• titnes, and will not require much persuasion to emigrate." These 
are the words of my friend — a man of the first-rate intelligence upon 
such a subject. These words should seriously be considered by 
your Lordship^ ^nd they may be submitted to the Chancellor of the 
- Exchequer with my offer of a scheme for mitigating distress. ^His 
Majesty's ministers can determine immediately as to granting land in 
Canada, and all that would be required at present, would be an as- 
surance that as many people as were willing by April next, should be 
allowed to settle down so compactly together as best to promote 
the general good. Your Lordship must know that one-seventh of 
all the wild land in Canada, when it comes to be surveyed for settle- 
ment, must be set aside, and appropriated for the maintenance of a 
Protestant clergy ; and this being settled by law, cannot be altered 
but by the interference of the InifHfrial Parliament. My plan could 
proceed without any alteration of this law; but were it shown that it 
would be for general good that the law should be changed, this, I 
doubt not, could' readily be accomplished during the next session of 
Parliament, in time to let settlement in Canada proceed free of ob* 
struction. I have not supposed that your Lordship is ignorant of 
iViy peculiar situation connected with Upper Canada. Did your 
Lordship labour under any prejudice or misapprehension as to this, 
it would still be wrong to allow any thing of the kind to intercept 
schemes of public beneficence. If my schemes can be shown to be 
anuelic, your Lordship is welcome to believe me diabolical. My 
schemes can be executed very well, even without my personal en- 
gagement in the performance of them. I have spoken of going out 
to Canada forthwith, to prepare the way for emigrants, but any other 
person might go in my place. I have spoken of it rather to show my 
zeal for public good' than with any particular relihh for winter 
voyages ; and more than a year ago, 1 tj)ld Sir James Mackintbsh 
that J should submit to go out in chains rather than that the cause 
of well-conducted emigration should fail. Ifa million of acres seem 
too many at once to contract for or to talk about, a township of 
64,000 acres would give room sufficient to make an experiment on. 
To arrange for the settlement of a single township, I should go out to 
Canada, if required by Government, without a fnrthing of emolument, 
and merely upon payment of my expenses. The important point is, 
to have matters determined on within the present month of October. 
I shall be again in town by the end of this week, and shall be happy 
to have a definite reply to my suggestions by Monday or Tuesday 
next addressed to me as before. 

I am^y 
Your Lordship's obedient Servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Earl Bathurst^ 
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Downing'itreet, October 11, 1821. 
Sir, 

I am directed by Lord Bathurst to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, stating in reply to my forr 
mer comnnunication, that it is not your object to settle individually in 
Canada, but that you are anxious to enter into some contract with 
Government for conducting emigrants to that colony on a very large 
scale ; and to acquaint you in reply, that from what is stated in your 
letter. Lord Bathurst cannot encourage any expectation of bis gjviqg 
bis sanction to the measure you have in contemplation. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

HENRY GOULBURN. 
iljfr, Robtrt Oaurhy. 



(B. 44.) 

To the Right Honourable the Earl ofEldon. 

House of Correction, Cold-hath-fields^ 

October 18/A, 1825. 

My Lord, 

In my letter to your Lordship, of September Gth, 1824, I stated 

that '' Ministers had agreed to sell to a company the Government 

" Reserves of Canada, and half the Church Lands, without consult- 

*' ing Parliament, or duly considering the good which might accrue 

*' to England from judicious management and due preparation^' 

On the 3d May last 1 had a petition presented to the House of 

Commons, and ordered to be printed, wherein the above was en- 

grosfied, together with an extract from a letter of mine, sent home 

from Canada in 1818, to be laid before Lord Bathurst, setting forth 

that '' Upper Canada might yield a handsome revenue, and that the 

*' public lands, well managed, could afford to maintain two regi- 

*' ments ; repair and keep in repair all the forts ; and, after ten 

** years, yield Government an annual rent of one hundred thousand 

*' pounds" This petition, which prayed that I might be examir»ed 

-on the subject, was afterwards copied into one presented by your 

Lordship to the Upper House. Having lately heard that the reserved 

lands ois Upper Canada are now valued and about to be made over 

to the Company, for a payment of three shillings and sixpence per 

acre, I deem it a public duty to protest against the transaction. 

These lands, my Lord, with good management, could be made worth 

ten times, nay, a hundred times, this value. 1 say it after the fullest 

consideration and with the best information. Let me, then, call upon 

your Lordship, as a Minister of Stale, instantly to assist in checking 

a measure so disgraceful and thriftless. Let neither the Canada 

Company, nor any other, have laud in the Colonies, till matters are 

better understood. I, my Lord, do not scruple to say that 1 have 

-utodied Ibis subjeef, with that of emigration^ longer and more deeply 
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that) any other individual ; and that on both, the general ignoranci^ 
is deplorable. 

^ am now to make an offer at the risk of prolonged confinement 
on the plea of insanity. It is this : let «ie be visited, examined, and 
assisted in this house, and 1 shall undertake to draw out a plan, in a 
few weeks, by which 50,000 people shall cheerfully remove them> 
selves every year from the United Kingdom into the Colonies ; and 
whereby Government may have an annual payment of £500,000 by 
sale of the public lands. 'This plan shall begin for the advantage* 
as well of the Mother Country as the Colonies, nc&t spring, and be 
in flill operation by the end of five years, to continue without abate- 
ment, till the whole of the good land abroad is occupied. Till my 
plan is fairly in operation, and found to be effectual, I shall remain 
within these walls : and should I fail to make it appear practicable, 
shall willingly be imprisoned for life. 

My Lord, what is the national debt, but the record of millions 
earned by the skill and industry of the people of this country, 
wasted in war and misery ? Think, then, what may be earned, if, 
during a period of peace and happiness, the same skill and industry 
had increased room for action and was rightly stimulated ! Think 
of this, my Lord, while you have yet some days of the long vacation 
to spend in the country, free from the stupifying effects of law, and 
unconfined by the littleness of the Cabinet. 

Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

ROBERT GOURLAY'. 



(B. 45.) 

To His Most Excellent Majesty George the Fourth^ Sovereign 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, ^c. jfc. 

House of Correction, Cold-hath fields, 
October 20th, 1825. 
Sire ! 

This letter is written not in expectation that it will be read, or 
even listened to, by your Majesty. Had my former letters been sub- 
mitted to, your Majesty's gracious consideration, 1 would not have 
been here, or had occasion again to entrust, for form's sake, such a 
document to t^e hands of a Minister^ This letter is written to satisfy 
my own mind, that no stone is unturned in a good cause; and that 
as I have spoken boldly hitherto, I may be entitled to continue to 
do so. 

Bills were introduced into Parliament last session, and passed, 
allowing Ministers to treat with companies for the sale of public 
lands ni Canada and Van Dieman's Land. Against the first of these 
I protested by petition to the House of Commons, and against both 
by petition to the Lords. 

The law, as it now stands, permits Ministers to sell the lands ; but, 
tip to this time, it is hoped no bargain has been concluded. It has 
come to my knowledge that a value of three shillings and sixpence 



')>er acre has been put on the lands of Upper Canada, for disposali 
al (his rale, to the Compan)'. Sire ! this i^ scandalous. These lands 
may he raised to ten times nay, to a hundred times that amount of 
worth by proper management ; and were I never to issue from the 
arched, grated, and unpl^stered cell which now holds me, I could 
so direct that this highest value might be obtained at no distant day» 
For selling land, where is the necessity of making it over by the 
great, to a company, when a single auctioneer, well directed and 
controlled, could effect sales from time to time, as required, to much 
greater advantage 1 

But the chief concern should regard the previous arrangement, — 
the laying out of the land, and establishing a grand system of emi- 
gration on sound and liberal principles. 

It is now eight years since I, travelling in America, discovered the 
leading principles, no where yet acted on, which should govern emi'> 
gration and settlement in a new country ; and, since then, I have 
deeply studied the subje/ct in all its bearings. 

Sire ! on the right ordering of property the happiness of society 
mainly depends. To re-arrange in an old country would be dan-^ 
gerous, and perhaps impossible. In an unsettled country, property 
may be disposed of to perfection ; not only for the speedy produc- 
tion of wealth, 1>ut the comfort of settlers and rapid advancement of 
civilization. 

The United Kingdom could spare fifty thousand .people for emi- 
gratioji annually, and be refreshed by the discharge. Let the waste 
lands of the Empire, in North America, the Cape of Good Hope, 
New South Wales, and Van Dieman's land be rightly laid out — let 
judicious pluqs be adopted, and this number of people shall remove 
themselves, afford an yearly payment to the Crown of half a million, 
and remain for ever the most loyal subjects. 

It is not for me now to explain ; but I am here in hold, and shall 
submit to imprisonment for life, if I fail to make what is said above 
evident, provided your Majesty will cause me to be visited, examined, 
and assisted. 

This letter is accompanied with part of a work, now in the press, 
connected with the bushiess in question; and it would be \^ell if 
your Majesty would command the Secretaries of State for the Home 
and Colonial Departments to give it attentive perusal. 

Your Majesty's loyal subject. 

ROBERT GOURLAY. 
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